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His (sah) wanderings (vibhraman) then (tatah) with the cowherd
boys (gopa), and (tu) the state of ecstasy (yad¥satam) all creatures
thereby achieved (yan atah abhajan), the moving and the nonmoving
(cara-acarah) — one cannot conceive (na bhavet) of this (tat vrttam)
even by meditation in the heart (hrda upasitam). How then can

(katham) tlle tongue (rasana) describe this (nirpayet) to anyone else
(parasmiin)?
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In the places around Govardhana Hill (govardhana-adri nikatesu), He
(sah) enjoyed (reme) tending the cows (gah carayan) and making
them drink (tah nipayayan) water from the Yamuna (kalinda-tanaya
ambu). And as evening approached (tatha eva sayam), the Lord of
Vraja (asau vraja-isah) returned to His cowherd village (nijam vrajam
etya) and later played (punah vikridati) {ith Vraja’s young girls
(vraja-vadhubhih).




This verse gives a short summary of Krsna’s activities throughout
the day and night.

The gopis and everyone and everything else in Vraja exist only for

Krsna’s enjoyment.
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Though (yg_t/apl) the capital (puri) of the opulent king of the
cowherds (asau $ri gopa-rajasya) shines forth (virajate) in the
region (visaye) called Nandisvara (nandisvara-akhye), the Vraja-
vasis (t_g),*fnk tune (anuvartinah) with Krsna’s liking (tasya
krsnasya mata), always think more highly (sada bahu manyate)
of His pleasure pastimes (rasam) in the groves and other places in

theforests(kunja-adi).
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For all its sweetness, Nanda Maharaja’s town is more magnificent
than Vaikuntha.

Even so, the residents of Vraja think mostly about Krsna playing
among the trees and creepers of the forests, because that is where
He enjoys the most.
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O brahmana (brahman), the satisfaction (yat sukham) and
ecstasy (anandah ca) one tastes (yah anubhuiyate) from living
in Goloka Vrndavana (tatra eva vasata) are beyond describing
(iti_ucyatam katham). To what can (kidrk va) they be
compared (sah va tat)?




According to the laws of spiritual nature, sukha (“satistaction”) is
the cause of ananda (“bliss”).

In other words, sukha can be said to be the external aspect of

spiritual happiness and ananda the internal.

And both are beyond the scope of material understanding.
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Because devotional service to the Supreme Lord (bhagavat-

bhakti) is so wondrous (mahatmyat), those who truly know

(vedibhih) say that (uktam (tad)) the residents of Vaikuntha

(vaikuntha-vasinam) taste a happiness (sukham) much greater
than (atyantam mahat) that of mere liberated souls

(muktamam sukhatah).
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And (ca) the happiness (tat) of souls who reside (vasinam) in
places like Ayodhya and Dvaraka (ayodhya dvaravati adi) is
said (9ktam) to be even (api) greater (tatah mahat) because of
certain various (kenacit kenacit) special tastes (rasa-visesena).




We have already heard that in Ayodhya and Dvaraka the Supreme
Lord’s devotees serve Him with special intimacy.

The eternal servants of Sri Raghunitha’s lotus feet are happier than
the associates of Sri Narayana in Vaikuntha; and happier still are
the eternal relatives of Sri Yadavendra in Dvaraka.

The devotees of Ayodhya enjoy the privilege of eternal personal

service to the Lord, but_the devotees of Dvaraka, being entitled to
taste the rasa of friendship with Krsna, are even more privileged.
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But the happiness (tat sukham) of the residents of Goloka (yat
goloka-vasinam) far exceeds (adhika-adhikam) any other
(sarvatah api). It (tat) transcends (atikrantam) reason (yukti),

so how can it give (katham dadhyat) room (padam) for words
(vaci)?
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Only those (te eva) who live in Goloka (ye tatratyah) and always
(nityamn) perceive that happiness (tasya anubhavinah) know (viduh)
its true nature (tattvam), because the Lord (prabhoh hi) has such
(tadrk) friendly feelings toward them (tasya sauharda-gocarah).
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Just as (yathé) the demigods (surah) who _have entered. (antah-gatﬁh) the material creation
(prapanca) are counterparts of the Lord’s Vaikuntha associates (pratirtipah), those eternal

associates from Vaikuntha (te nitya vaikuntha-parsadah) are incarnations (avatarah eva)ot
the Goloka devotees (esam). Yet like (yatha ca) the demigods themselves (devanam), those

Very -devotees appear (tesam avatarah) on earth (dhara-tale) now and again (muhuh) for the
pleasure of Lord Visnu (vVisnoh prltaye) when He wants (cikirsatah) to enjoy various pastimes

(kridam)—




Some say that many of the Vraja-vasis who appeared on earth

_—

during Krsna’s pastimes five thousand years ago were incarnations

of demigods.

Nanda Maharaja, for example, is said to be an avatara of the Vasu

named Drona.

If taken literally, this idea would rule out the possibility that the
earthly Vraja-vasis are eternal associates of the Supreme Lord.




But the truth is just the opposite: As confirmed in scriptures such
as the Padma Purana (Uttara-khanda), demigods like Drona are
partial expansions of the original Vraja-vasis, and those original
Vraja-vasis accompany Krsna when He descends to earth.

Goparaja Nanda and other devotees in Goloka expand as avataras

in Vaikuntha to become Sri Nanda and other associates of Lord
Narayana.




The same devotees thus enjoy pastimes in two worlds
simultaneously, Goloka and Vaikuntha.

And so it would be incorrect to assert that because the Vaikuntha
associates of Narayana are avataras they are not eternal.

The same associates of l.ord Narayana expand again into the
material world to become demigods.




This verse calls those demigods pratirapah (“counterparts”),
rather than avataras, because the demigods are materially
conditioned living beings.

Still, those demigods are empowered representatives of the
Supreme Lord’s personal associates.




In the next few verses, Sri Sariipa will describe the incarnations of
the Goloka-vasis as parallel to Krsna’s incarnations; that is, just as
Krsna’s avataras are nonditferent from Him, the earthly associates
of Krsna are nonditferent from the original Goloka-vasis.
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Alternatively, the  word  pratiripa- (“counterpart”  or

—

“répresentative”) can_be taken as synonymous with the word
avatara.




Then the idea implied is that the associates of the Lord in
Vaikuntha who expand from the original Goloka-vasis are like
direct reflections (pratibimba) of those Goloka-vasis, and the
further expansions as demigods are like shadows (pratichaya).
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Both a reflection and a shadow follow a person as expansions, but
the shadow represents him less fully than does his mirror image.

Thus it Nanda Maharaja on earth is called an avatara of Drona, it is

only because both of them are avataras of Nanda Maharaja in
Goloka.




In fact, Nanda on earth is\identical) with Nanda in . and
Drona is @a{iﬁ' rtial expansion) but by worldly calculat ions

demigods are considered relatively superior to humans, so Nanda

on earth is considered Drona’s incarnation.

Thus it is said that demigods like Vasu Drona descend to earth to
assist Lord Visnu, the younger brother of Indra, in His enjoyment,




Just as Lord Visnu’s incarnations appear only briefly in the
material world but periodically reappear, the Lord’s associates who
manifest themselves as demigods also incarnate as earthly avataras
whenever there is a need.

For example, Sri Nanda Goparija, the eternal beloved father of
Krsna in Goloka, appears in Vaikuntha as the eternal associate of
Narayana called Nanda, and he also occasionally descends to earth
in his original identity.




So too, Sri Balarama, who originally resides in Goloka, manifests
Himself in Vaikuntha as the eternal associate named Sesa.

—_—

Yet He appears among the demigods as the bearer of the earth in

the seventh Patala region, and He sometimes comes to earth as the
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Krsna’s friend Sridama i_I_LQQlQ_k&_&p_pQI‘S as _Garuda in two
ditferent forms, one an eternal associate of the Lord in Vaikuntha

and the other a son ol Vinata among the A@m;ggd% and
occasionally he appears on earth as the original Sridama.




Krsna’s parents in Goloka, Sri_Vasudeva and Devaki, appear as
Sutapa and Pré$ni in Vaikuntha, Kasyapa and Aditi in Svarga, and

sometimes in their orLginal forms as Vasudeva and Devaki on

earth. G\"D\O\G-Z _7 \b-’)JéQq& k m«\?“ _%b\fff)n"“ fa\(s_ .
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The avataras of other devotees follow the same pattern.
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