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The most excellent brahmana (tena eva vipra-pravarena)

carefully brought (sva-yuktibhih yatnatah nitah) Sarqipa
somewhat back to normal (manak svasthyam iva). And
Sariipa, feartul (asankya) ot _becoming confused again (punah
moham), spoke (avarnayat) no further details (na adhikarm
visesena) on that topic (tdm vartam). -




The Mathura brahmana, just to bring his guru back to external
consciousness, called out to him, touched his feet, and
sprinkled him with water. -

o

—
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punar aha mahasayah

But when kind-hearted Sartipa (maha-asayah) saw (viksya)
that the Mathura brahmana (tam_mathuram) was eager to hear
(éuérﬁsa-vyagram) the rest of the story (tat-katha-Sesa), he
(sah) controlled his mind (antah avastabhya) and continued
to speak (punah aha).




Because Sartipa’s disciple the brahmana had a strong desire to

hear, Sartpa, even at the cost of his own well-being, felt the
compassionate duty to help him spiritually advance.
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janat sa Vﬁhy@a janesu sarvato
vrajam priya-prema-vaso ’cirad gatah

Sri Sariipa said: When Krsna heard (sah vikhyvapya) from a reliable person
(aptatah janat) that the heavy sorrow (tam $oka arti-hharar) the Vraja-vasis felt
(tesarn) could never be removed (tkada api anivartyam) by any other means
(paraih prakaraih), He fully explained this state of affairs (sarvatah) to the
people of Mathura (janesu), and controlled by the love of His dearest devotees
(priya-prema-vasah), He (sah) soon went back to Vraja (acirat vrajarn gatah).




According to the advice of Uddhava and other dependable
counselors, only Krsna’s return would calm the Vraja-vasis.

——

Krsna and Balarama therefore exchanged Their royal garments

for Their old cowherd dress and went home.
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Impelled by compassion (krpa akulah) for the residents of Vraja
(vraja-sthitanam), Krsna (Sill)_ , that crest jewel of artiul heroes
(vidagdha-murdhanya-manih), quickly gave them back their lives
(sapady dadat asun). He enjoyed with them (tatha samarh taih
vijahara) until they (yatha te) forgot their misery (duhkham
visasmaruh), and what had caused it (adah sa-mulakam )




Krsna made sure that the Vraja-vasis forgot every last thought
that had caused them anguish, including Akrura’s having come
to Vraja and taken Him away to Mathura.

> ®

Krsna took this trouble/for two reasons: because He is
Vidagdha-mﬁrdhanya—ma/nih, the most gracious performer of
valorous deeds, and Because He is krpakula, driven by
compassion for His sulfering devotees.
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And it (yadi ca) any Vraja-vasis (kah api) ever remembered
that suffering (kadacit anusmaret) they would bitterly lament
(tarhi majﬁ vadati bahu Socati) and cry out in fear (\s_a-
ruditam ca bhayat), “What a horrible (bata kim api dustam),
unheard-of thing (ananvayam) I saw (iksitam) in my dream
(svapata)!”




Even in their dreams, the Vraja-vasis couldn’t imagine Krsna
leaving them to go elsewhere.

-

Their panic at the mere thought of it was but another aspect of
their ecstatic love Tor Krsna.

S —
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The tullness of Krsna’s sweet cowherd pastimes (madhuri-
bharaih gopala-vihara) so utterly attracted (samakrsta) and
enchanted T@lohita) the Vraja-vasis’ senses (vraja-vasinah
janah indriyah) that after a time (cirena) they forgot
everything (ami kincit na sasmaruh), even that there was—a
past or a future (na viduh atitam esyat api).
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c/’ ol sa hi kalantare ’kraro
v ’purvagata ivagatah

tathaiva ratham adaya
punas tasmin vraje sakhe

O Friend (sakhe), on another occasion (tatha eva kala-antare)
that same Akrira (sah hi akrurah) came to Vraja (punah vraje
agatah) on his chariot (ratham adaya), as it he had never come
before (apjrva-égatah iva).




On the order of Karisa, the same Akriira came again to bring
Krsna to Mathura.

Because everyone, including Akrara, was bewildered by the
influence of the Goloka atmosphere, no one could remember
that this was not the first time Akriira had arrived in
Vrndavana. o
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tatratyanam dasa kapi
purva-vat samajayata

He once again (punah tena) took away (niyamane) the life of
Vraja (vraja-jivane), and its residents (tatratyanam) went

again (samajayata) into the same state (ka api purva-vat
dasa).
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agatah purva-vat tatra
tathaiva viharaty asau

Again Krsna went (punah gatva) to Madhupuri (madhu-
puryam), again killed Kamsa (punah kamsam hatva), and
again returned to Vraja (xirajam agatah), where He “(tatra
asau) continued (tathaiva), as before (purva-vat), to enjoy His
pastimes (viharaty).
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g {{5 | tat-pure parva-puarva-vat

punah punah samayati
vraje kridet tathaiva sah

Thus (evam) Krsna again and again (punah punah) goes to
Kamsa’s city (tat-pure vati), as he (tathaiva sah) did many
times before (purva-purva-vat), and again and again returns
(punah punah samayati) to sport in Vraja (vraje kridet).
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pravartate bhakta-manohara prabhoh

Krsna subdues Kaliva time and again (tathaiva kaliya-damah punah

punah), in the same way (tathaiva), and time and again (muhuh) lifts
Govardhana Hill (govardhana-dharanam). And again and yet again
(asakrt) He performs (pravartate) His many other (para api vividha)
wonderful pastimes (adbhuta lila). Thus_the I ord (prabhoh) enchants

the hearts of His devotees (bhakta-manohara).




Since all of Krsna’s pastimes, beginning with the killing of
Paitana, are eternal, Krsna enjoys them with His devotees in
Goloka as often as they like.

Yet each time a pastime is repeated, it seems completely new,
as if never seen or heard of before. :

D

xzhis description may confuse us.)




How can Krsna replay pastimes He has already pertormed, and

how can demons like Pitana repeatedly be killed?

But Krsna’s pastimes are transcendental.

They are unl

imitedly attractive to all His devotees, whether

eternal _com

panions Or new converts to pure devotlongl

service.




Even newly elevated devotees feel extraordinary love for the

Supreme Person whenever they hear and remember His

pastimes.

Those pastimes generate such a force of loving attraction as to
fix the memories of them in the hearts of the devotees.




Meditation on those pastimes then gives rise to a very special
happiness.

———

In this way Krsna’s pastimes steal the hearts of even neophyte

——

devotees, and Krsna’s eternal devotees taste a sweetness and
wonder unknown to anyone else.

__
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