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2.1.8

The First Step in God Realization



1. Radha Madhava

2. Om namo bhagavata, narayanam namaskrtya

3. Verse, purport

4. Om ajnana

5. Sri caitanya

6. Vande ‘ham

7. He krsna

8. Tapta kancana

9. Vanca kalpa

10. Sri Krsna…. Hare Krsna



Verse,Translation and 
Purport



|| 2.1.8 ||
idaà bhägavataà näma

puräëaà brahma-sammitam
adhétavän dväparädau

pitur dvaipäyanäd aham

At the end of the Dväpara-yuga, I studied this great supplement of
Vedic literature named Çrémad-Bhägavatam, which is equal to all the
Vedas, from my father, Çréla Dvaipäyana Vyäsadeva.



Srila Prabhupada’s
Purport



The statement made by Çréla Çukadeva Gosvämé that the topmost
transcendentalist, who is beyond the jurisdiction of regulations and restrictions,
mainly takes to the task of hearing about and glorifying the Personality of
Godhead, is verified by his personal example.

Çukadeva Gosvämé, being a recognized liberated soul and the topmost
transcendentalist, was accepted by all of the topmost sages present in the
meeting during the last seven days of Mahäräja Parékñit.

He cites from the example of his life that he himself was attracted by the
transcendental activities of the Lord, and he studied Çrémad-Bhägavatam from
his great father, Çré Dvaipäyana Vyäsadeva. Çrémad-Bhägavatam, or, for that
matter, any other scientific literature, cannot be studied at home by one's own
intellectual capacity.



Medical books of anatomy or physiology are available in the market, but no one
can become a qualified medical practitioner simply by reading such books at
home.

One has to be admitted to the medical college and study the books under the
guidance of learned professors.

Similarly, Çrémad-Bhägavatam, the postgraduate study of the science of
Godhead, can only be learned by studying it at the feet of a realized soul like
Çréla Vyäsadeva.



Although Çukadeva Gosvämé was a liberated soul from the very day of his birth,
he still had to take lessons of Çrémad-Bhägavatam from his great father,
Vyäsadeva, who compiled the Çrémad-Bhägavatam under the instruction of
another great soul, Çré Närada Muni.

Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu instructed a learned brähmaëa to study Çrémad-
Bhägavatam from a personal bhägavata.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam is based on the transcendental name, form, attributes,
pastimes, entourage and variegatedness of the Supreme Person, and it is spoken
by the incarnation of the Personality of Godhead, Çréla Vyäsadeva.



Pastimes of the Lord are executed in cooperation with His pure devotees, and
consequently historical incidents are mentioned in this great literature because
they are related to Kåñëa.

It is called brahma-sammitam because it is the sound representative of Lord
Kåñëa—like the Bhagavad-gétä.

Bhagavad-gétä is the sound incarnation of the Lord because it is spoken by the
Supreme Lord, and Çrémad-Bhägavatam is the sound representative of the Lord
because it was spoken by the incarnation of the Lord about the activities of the
Lord.



As stated in the beginning of this book, it is the essence of the Vedic desire tree
and the natural commentation on the Brahma-sütras, the topmost philosophical
thesis on the subject matter of Brahman.

Vyäsadeva appeared at the end of Dväpara-yuga as the son of Satyavaté, and
therefore the word dväpara-ädau, or "the beginning of Dväpara-yuga," in this
context means just prior to the beginning of the Kali-yuga.

The logic of this statement, according to Çréla Jéva Gosvämé, is comparable to
that of calling the upper portion of the tree the beginning.



The root of the tree is the beginning of the tree, but in common knowledge the
upper portion of the tree is first seen.

In that way the end of the tree is accepted as its beginning.



Discussion



Theme

Role of Guru 
Vs

The Role of Intelligence



Srila Prabhupada in the Purport

Çrémad-Bhägavatam, or, for that matter, any other scientific literature, cannot be
studied at home by one's own intellectual capacity.

Medical books of anatomy or physiology are available in the market, but no one
can become a qualified medical practitioner simply by reading such books at
home.

One has to be admitted to the medical college and study the books under the
guidance of learned professors.



Similarly, Çrémad-Bhägavatam, the postgraduate study of the science of
Godhead, can only be learned by studying it at the feet of a realized soul like
Çréla Vyäsadeva.

Although Çukadeva Gosvämé was a liberated soul from the very day of his birth,
he still had to take lessons of Çrémad-Bhägavatam from his great father,
Vyäsadeva, who compiled the Çrémad-Bhägavatam under the instruction of
another great soul, Çré Närada Muni.

Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu instructed a learned brähmaëa to study Çrémad-
Bhägavatam from a personal bhägavata.



Who is Vyasadeva?



LBA 1.3.80
çré-vyäsaù | tatraiva  –
tataù saptadaçe jätaù 

satyavatyäà paräçarät |
cakre veda-taroù çäkhä 

dåñövä puàso ’lpa-medhasaù || iti |

Vyäsa is described in the First Canto:
The Lord, born from Paräçara in the womb of Satyavaté (tataù 
satyavatyäà paräçarät jätaù) as the seventeenth avatära (saptadaçe),
seeing the meager intelligence of the people (dåñövä puàso alpa-
medhasaù), divided up the tree of the Vedas (cakre veda-taroù 
çäkhä). SB 1.3.21



LBA 1.3.81
dvaipäyano ’smi vyäsänäm 

iti çaurir yad ücivän |
ato viñëu-puräëädau 

viçeñeëaiva varëitaù ||

Kåñëa himself says (çaurir yad ücivän) “I am Dvaipäyaëa among the
Vyäsas (dvaipäyano ’smi vyäsänäm iti).” In the Viñëu Puräëa and
other scriptures (ato viñëu-puräëädau), he is described as directly the
Lord (viçeñeëaiva varëitaù).

Kåñëa (çauriù) describes himself as Vyäsa in the Eleventh Canto
(11.16.28) as well.



LBA 1.3.82
yathä –

kåñëa-dvaipäyanaà vyäsaà 
viddhi näräyaëaà svayam |
ko hy anyaù puëòarékäkñän 

mahäbhärata-kåd bhavet || iti |

Thus it is said:
Know that (viddhi) Kåñëa-dvaipäyana-vyäsa (kåñëa-dvaipäyanaà 
vyäsaà) is Näräyaëa himself (näräyaëaà svayam). Who else except
the Lord (ko hy puëòarékäkñät anyaù) could produce the
Mahäbhärata (mahäbhärata-kåd bhavet)? Viñëu Puräëa 3.4.5,
Mahäbhärata 12.346.11



Then, why do we hear that he is 
a Sakty Avesa Avatara?



LBA 1.3.83
çrüyate ’päntaratamä 

dvaipäyanyam agäd iti |
kià säyujyaà gataù so ’tra 

viñëv-aàçaù so ’pi vä bhavet |
tasmäd äveça eväyam 
iti kecid vadanti ca ||

It is said in Mahäbhärata (çrüyate) that a sage named Apäntaratamä,
who had extinguished internal ignorance (apäntaratamä), became
Dvaipäyana Vyäsa (dvaipäyanyam agäd iti). This means that the sage
merged into the éçvara form of Dvaipäyana (kià säyujyaà gataù sah 
atra), or that he was an aàça of Viñëu (viñëv-aàçaù sah api vä 
bhavet).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

This is related in the Näräyaëéya of Mahäbhärata.

Apäntaratamä was an austere brähmaëa who had extinguished ignorance.

He (saù) merged into the Lord Dvaipäyana (atra) or can be regarded as an
aàça of Visëu (in the manner that Droëa and Dhärä were amças of Nanda
and Yaçodä and merged into them when they appeared on earth with
Kåñëa.)

Because of this, some say that Vyäsa is an äveçävatära, like the Kumäras.



The author takes Vyäsa as directly the Lord.

He may appear to be an äveçävatära because a jéva takes up those functions.

However, in this case a jéva merges with the Lord and performs the
functions of Vyäsa, or an aàça of the Lord acting like a jéva performs the
functions.

In the case of the Kumäras and Närada, the Lord simply bestows some
special powers on a jéva.



But, even Vyadeva accepted a 
Guru



|| 1.5.20 ||
idaà hi viçvaà bhagavän ivetaro

yato jagat-sthäna-nirodha-sambhaväù
tad dhi svayaà veda bhaväàs tathäpi te
prädeça-mätraà bhavataù pradarçitam

This universe is the Lord (idaà hi viçvaà bhagavän iva) but the Lord is also 
different from the universe (itarah) for from him arises the maintenance, 
destruction and creation of the universe (yato jagat-sthäna-nirodha-
sambhaväù). You know this naturally since you are an avatära of the Lord (tad 
dhi bhavän svayaà veda). Thus I have shown to you (tathäpi bhavataù 
pradarçitam) a small portion of bhakti and knowledge concerning the Lord’s 
power (prädeça-mätraà). 



You know all this spontaneously (svayam) because you are an avatära
of the Lord.

Thus I have shown only a small portion, ten fingers (prädeça-mätram)
of bhakti and knowledge of the powers of the Lord who measures
more than ten million times a hundred trillion, in order to fulfill the
statement äcäryavän puruño veda: one who has a teacher knows.
(Chändogya Upaniñad 6.14.2)



Vyasadeva not only accepted a Guru, 

but even got corrected by him

and worse still 

received heavy chastisement from him



Chastisement and correction

1. bhavatänudita-präyaà – Mistake pointed out

2. yathä dharmädayaç cärthä – Mistake pointed out

3. atho mahä-bhäga bhavän amogha-dåk – Pacified and instructed

4. Jugupsitam dhrma krte - Chastised



Story of Tirukkurungudi Sri Vaisnava Nambi….

1. Ramanuja – Generally with folded hands, but
here has a upadesha mudra

2. Gave Dasya nama to Perumal



Srila Prabhupada talks about Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu’s standard…..

Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu instructed a
learned brähmaëa to study Çrémad-Bhägavatam
from a personal bhägavata.



It was actually Svarupa Damodar Goswami….. 
CC Antya Lila – 5th Chapter



• Bhagavan Acarya brought a brahmana wo had composed a poetry about Sri
CM and asked SDG to hear, so that it could later be presented to CM

• SDG replied, ”Dear Bhagavän Äcärya, you are a very liberal cowherd boy.
Sometimes the desire awakens within you to hear any kind of poetry.

• In the writings of so-called poets there is generally a possibility of rasabhasa.
Then, no one likes to hear such poetry.

• A poet who does not know the grammatical regulative principles, who is
unfamiliar with metaphorical ornaments, especially those employed in drama,
and who does not know how to present the pastimes of Lord Kåñëa is
condemned. Moreover, the pastimes of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu are
especially difficult to understand.



• One who has accepted the lotus feet of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu as his life
and soul can describe the pastimes of Lord Kåñëa or the pastimes of Lord Çré
Caitanya Mahäprabhu.

• Hearing the poetry of a person who has no transcendental knowledge and
who writes about the relationships between man and woman simply causes
unhappiness, whereas hearing the words of a devotee fully absorbed in
ecstatic love causes great happiness.

• The standard for writing dramas has been set by Rüpa Gosvämé. If a devotee
hears the introductory portions of his two dramas, they enhance his
transcendental pleasure.”

• Despite the explanation of Svarüpa Dämodara, Bhagavän Äcärya requested,
”Please hear the drama once. If you hear it, you can consider whether it is
good or bad.”



• For two or three days Bhagavän Äcärya continually asked Svarüpa Dämodara
Gosvämé to hear the poetry. Because of his repeated requests, Svarüpa
Dämodara Gosvämé wanted to hear the poetry written by the brähmaëa from
Bengal.

• Svarüpa Dämodara Gosvämé sat down with other devotees to hear the poetry,
and then the poet began to read the introductory verse.

• When everyone present heard the verse, they all commended the poet, but
Svarüpa Dämodara Gosvämé requested him, ”Kindly explain this verse.”

• Hearing this, everyone present was greatly happy. But Svarüpa Dämodara,
who alone was very unhappy, began to speak in great anger.



• Severely criticizes him

• Svarüpa Dämodara continued, ”Because you have committed an offense to
Lord Jagannätha and Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, you will attain a hellish
destination. You do not know how to describe the Absolute Truth, but
nevertheless you have tried to do so. Therefore you must be condemned.

• When the Bengali poet heard this chastisement from Svarüpa Dämodara
Gosvämé, he was ashamed, fearful and astonished. Indeed, being like a heron
in a society of white swans, he could not say anything.

• Seeing the poet’s unhappiness, Svarüpa Dämodara Gosvämé, who was
naturally very kindhearted, advised him so that he could derive some benefit.



”yäha, bhägavata paòa vaiñëavera sthäne
ekänta äçraya kara caitanya-caraëe

”If you want to understand Çrémad-Bhägavatam,” he said, ”you must approach a
self-realized Vaiñëava and hear from him. You can do this when you have
completely taken shelter of the lotus feet of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.”

caitanyera bhakta-gaëera nitya kara ’saìga’
tabe ta' jänibä siddhänta-samudra-taraìga

Svarüpa Dämodara continued, ”Associate regularly with the devotees of Çré
Caitanya Mahäprabhu, for then only will you understand the waves of the ocean
of devotional service.



tabe ta' päëòitya tomära ha-ibe saphala
kåñëera svarüpa-lélä varëibä nirmala

”Only if you follow the principles of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu
and His devotees will your learning be successful. Then you
will be able to write about the transcendental pastimes of
Kåñëa without material contamination.



Even though there is so much emphasis on 
importance of a Bonafide guru for learning the 

transcendental truths, interestingly, Krsna 
Himself talks about the Avadhuta Brahmana who 

accepted 24 Gurus to Learn Transcendental 
Knowledge…..  



And Who were those Gurus????



• Earth, Water, Fire, Air, Ether

• Sun, Moon, Ocean

• Moth, Honeybee, Spider, Wasp

• Pigeon, Kurara Bird

• Python, Elephant, Deer, Fish, Snake

• Honey Thief, Pingala, Child, Young Girl, Arrow Maker, Body

Are they Siksa Gurus, Diksa gurus, Patha Pradarshak
gurus????



So, are we supposed go search after nature 
to learn the transcendental truths???  

Google says: Dattatreya is the Guru of 
Environmental Education. He gained 

enlightenment by observation from the 
surroundings which provided him the 24 

gurus



Let us try to understand the context 
of this whole episode in brief in 
order to understand what we are 
expected to learn from this…..



Yes Uddhava, you guessed it right. I am planning to wind up my 
pastimes. 

Brahma and the DGs have indicated to me that my job is done and 
they want me back in my abode

I came as per their prayers and now my job is done. I am going back

Yadus will fight with themselves and leave 7 days from now and 
ocean will swell and Dwaraka will be consumed



After I leave the earth will be consumed by inauspiciousness

But, you should stay back fixing your mind on Me and 
wander the Earth …..

But Why??? Why did Krsna want Uddhava to stay back?



The Lord thought within himself.

I have fulfilled the desires of my devotees on earth who desired to see me,
by going to places like Indraprastha and Mithila and thus killing Bäëa and
other demons, marrying Rukmiëé, and meeting friends.

I have shown myself to those on lower planets such as Bali and Yamaräja
when I went there to retrieve the six sons of my guru.

I have shown myself to Aditi and Kaçyapa in Svarga when I stole the
pärijäta tree and to Mahäviñëu and others in Vaikuëöha when I went there
to retrieve the son’s of the brähmaëa.



But I have not fulfilled the longing of the great sages of
Badrarikäçrama such as Nara-näräyaëa.

And now the limit of my hundred and twenty-five years of manifested
pastimes has expired. I should send Uddhava to Badarikäçrama since
he is equal to me and is another form of myself.

I will give them bhakti-yoga, like valuable jewel, as a gift, along with
jïäna and vairägya which are expressed by the term bhaga, in my
name Bhagavän.



Then their desires will be satisfied

Though Uddhava already has jïäna and vairägya arising from his full
prema for me, and has no desire at the moment for separate teachings
of jïäna and vairägya taught by me, I will produce a desire in him
since this is my desire.

Though he should die in sudden separation from me, I will preserve
his life by my strong icchä-çakti and send him to that far off place.

I will then establish him by my side, invisible to the material eye.



Then Krsna gives Uddhava knowledge of Jnana and Vairagya

Uddhava responds: You have given this knowledge of Vairagya followed by 
the Sannyasis. But, this is very difficult for conditioned souls, especially those 

who are bereft of devotion

I am myself absorbed in material enjoyment because I am deeply involved 
with sons and wife related to my body created by your mäyä. Therefore, 
please tell me how I can follow these principles of Vairagya…….

Without Your Presence who is going to Guide me in all this????



Krsna tells Uddhava to  
become his own Guru……



|| 11.7.19 || 
çré-bhagavän uväca

präyeëa manujä loke
loka-tattva-vicakñaëäù

samuddharanti hy ätmänam
ätmanaiväçubhäçayät

The Supreme Lord said: Generally (präyeëa) those human beings
(manujä loke) who understand the actual truth (loka-tattva-
vicakñaëäù) are able deliver themselves (samuddharanti hy
ätmänam) from the desire for sense objects (açubha äçayät) by their
intelligence (ätmanä eva).



O Uddhava! You think you are a fool, but I do not see such intelligence as yours
among all the devatäs.

Though people are fallen, they can know the truth by the strength of their
intelligence, even without instructions of a guru.

Thus, certainly you, the crest jewel of intelligent people, can know the truth
taught by a guru like me.

Being expert at judging the cause of auspiciousness and inauspiciousness in the
world, such persons can deliver themselves from the desire for sense objects
(açubhäçayät).



|| 11.7.20 || 
ätmano gurur ätmaiva
puruñasya viçeñataù

yat pratyakñänumänäbhyäà
çreyo ’säv anuvindate

An intelligent person (puruñasya viçeñataù), acting as his own guru
(ätmaiva ätmano gurur), can achieve great benefit (çreyah
anuvindate) by perception and logic (pratyakña anumänäbhyäà).

One can attain benefit by sense perception to some degree and by
reflection or inference to some degree.



|| 11.7.24 || 
aträpy udäharantémam

itihäsaà purätanam
avadhütasya saàvädaà

yador amita-tejasaù

In this regard (aträpy), sages cite (udäharanti) a historical narration
(imam itihäsaà purätanam) concerning the conversation
(saàvädaà) between the greatly powerful King Yadu (yador amita-
tejasaù) and an avadhüta (avadhütasya).

Atra api here means “on the topic of being realized as Paramätmä
through inference” the sages recite a story.



Krishna cites reflections 
of Avadhüta Brähmaëa



Mahäräja Yadu once observed a brähmaëa avadhüta, and inquired
from him as follows.

O brähmaëa, I see that you are not engaged in any practical religious 
activity, and yet you have acquired a most expert understanding of 

all things and all people within this world. 

Kindly tell me, sir, how did you acquire this extraordinary 
intelligence, and why are you traveling freely throughout the world 
behaving as if you were a child?



|| 11.7.32 || 
çré-brähmaëa uväca

santi me guravo räjan
bahavo buddhy-upaçritäù

yato buddhim upädäya
mukto ’öäméha tän çåëu

The brähmaëa said: O King (räjan)! With my intelligence (buddhy-
upaçritäù) I have taken shelter of many gurus (bahavo me guravah
santi). Having gained understanding from them (yato buddhim
upädäya), I now wander about the earth free from suffering (mukto
aöämi iha). Please listen as I describe them to you (tän çåëu).
I have taken shelter of intelligence, not instructions from someone
else.



O King (räjan)! I have taken shelter (me äçritäù) of twenty-four
gurus (ete catur-viàçatih guravah), who are the following: the earth,
air, sky, water (påthivé väyur äkäçam äpo), fire, moon, sun (agnih
candramä raviù), pigeon, python, the sea (kapoto ajagaraù sindhuù),
moth, honeybee, elephant (pataìgo madhukåd gajaù), honey thief,
the deer, the fish (madhu-hä hariëo ménaù), the prostitute Piìgalä,
the kurara bird, a child (piìgalä kuraro arbhakaù), a young girl, an
arrow maker, a serpent (kumäré çara-kåt sarpa), a spider and a wasp
(ürëanäbhiù supeçakåt). My dear King, by studying their activities
(eteñäm våttibhir çikñä) I have learned things to be known about the
self (anvaçikñam iha ätmanaù).

Please listen as I narrate to you what I have learnt from them.



Earth: 

Prtyaksa: Even though people exploit her, she tolerates and gives
them back the amenities

Anumana: A sober person (dhérah), even when harassed by other
living beings (bhütair äkramyamäëah api), should understand that
his aggressors are acting helplessly under the control of karma
(vidvän tad daiva-vaça anugaiù), and thus he should never be
distracted from progress on his own path (na calen märgäd).



Earth: 

Now, How many of us have observed earth being exploited?

How many people of this world have learnt about law of Karma and
Tolerance from such an observation

Did the Avadhuta learn about Law of Karma from the Earth? Did he
not know about it before?

If not, how do we understand this?



Air: 

Prtyaksa: Even though the air comes in touch with various
situations like a dark cave or blazing fire, it moves on without
getting attached to it

Anumana: The yogé (yogé), indifferent to good and bad qualities
(guëa-doña-vyapetätmä), though contacting sense objects (viñayeñu
äviçan) of various qualities (nänä-dharmeñu sarvataù), is not attached
to them (na viñajjeta)



Air: 

Now, How many of us have observed Air?

How many people of this world have learnt about detachment from
such an observation

Did the Avadhuta learn about Detachment from the Air? Did he not
know about it before?

If not, how do we understand this?



Ether: 

Prtyaksa: Ether though pervading everywhere, does not mix with
the pot or other objects and does not become divided.

Anumana: Even though Paramätmä is inside and outside everything,
he is not attached to anything. Paramatma, even though spreading
everywhere, is not divided



Ether: 

Now, How many of us have observed Ether?

How many people of this world have learnt about the qualities of
Paramatma from such an observation

Did the Avadhuta learn about Paramatma from the Ether? Did he not
know about it before?

If not, how do we understand this?



This is true with perfected devotees also

sthavara jangama dekhi

Vamsi dasa Babaji maharaj

Contrast with devotees taking darshan



Read from Maharaj’s Book….

Why is it that we are not 
getting such transcendental 
insights from our mundane 

observations????



You see what you want to see 
and what you are qualified to 

see….

Avadhuta’s Conclusion



|| 11.9.30 ||
evaà saïjäta-vairägyo

vijïänäloka ätmani
vicarämi mahém etäà

mukta-saìgo ’nahaìkåtaù

Having learned from my gurus (evaà), having developed detachment
(saïjäta-vairägyo) and seeing through realization of Paramätmä
(vijïänäloka ätmani), I wander the earth (vicarämi mahém etäà)
without attachment or false ego (mukta-saìgo anahaìkåtaù).



So it does not matter what you see…… What 
matters is with what eyes you see…..

What will we see without realization???

Liquor and Worms Example

SP: You are not this body example



So, Self-Realized persons can accept their 
intelligence as their Guru!!!

What about Sadhakas? 

Can they accept their intelligence as their 
Guru???



|| 4.21.21 ||
räjoväca

sabhyäù çåëuta bhadraà vaù
sädhavo ya ihägatäù

satsu jijïäsubhir dharmam
ävedyaà sva-manéñitam

The King said:  O assembly (sabhyäù), devotees who have gathered 
here (sädhavo ya iha ägatäù)! Good fortune to you (bhadraà vaù). 
Please listen (çåëuta)!  In the presence of devotees (satsu), those who 
are inquisitive for truth (jijïäsubhih) should announce the principles 
(dharmam ävedyaà) which they have carefully considered (sva-
manéñitam).



The King addresses the devotees.

My object is not the others who have gathered here.

Since there is devotee association here, the inquisitive should reveal
topics of dharma, after considering them carefully, since they cannot
come to a conclusion by themselves.



Share your own example of such churning sessions at 
GEV and all around….

6 kinds of devotees

1. SP books
2. Hearing Guru

3. Studied acarya’s works
4. Studied other vedic works

5. Studied secular works
6. Learning from experience



Devotee sharing “Your saying I don’t know”… best I 
liked….. Builds Trust

It takes time to develop sastra yukti….. Diligent 
hearing and churning in the association of devotees

We should always have a forum to discuss in which 
our understandings and convictions are challenged

GEV experience….. Day in and day out



Teacher and student both grow together

You challenge them and they challenge you and both 
of you can grow together.

Deeper levels of understanding comes from churning. 
BC classes type forums facilitates this – “acaryat
padam adhatte…..”

Radhagopinath p: Prabhupada said or your Chakra 
Guru said???



Components of Education –
HH Purnachandra Maharaj



Now we will look at the components of education and their importance in our
discussion of devotion.

Devotion is more than just education, but devotion also includes educational
principles.

When one is truly educated, he cannot be a blind follower, because true
education includes more than just a preliminary or superficial level of
learning.

True spiritual education means deeper levels of learning, levels that include
contributing to the knowledge.



This is particularly true when delving in the Absolute Truth, which
holds unlimited facets.

Considering, reflecting, analyzing with the mind and intelligence
comprise a major part, the second level, of the process of education.

The word “education” comes from the Latin verbal root “educare,”
which means “to bring out of” or “to lead forth.”



This indicates a positive empowering process that continues after
the official lessons are finished; the student is not meant to crawl
back into ignorance but to go forth on his own.

These levels or components of education are described in the Båhad-
äraëyaka Upaniñad (2.4.5), Pataïjali’s Yoga-çütras (1.17) and a
Sanskrit poem called the Naiñadha-caritam (1.4).

These three çästras list the basic components of learning in slightly
different ways, but we shall see that they all agree on the first three
major levels.



These literatures offer three broad categories of learning: çravaëa, manana
and nidhidhyasana.

Çravaëa means hearing from a teacher.

Manana means gaining intellectual insight or understanding by reflecting
upon the subject.

Nidhidhyasana means realization and application in life.



The first level of each system describes the primary step of learning, wherein
hearing, study and analysis prevail.

The second level comprises gaining intellectual understanding and insight by
reflection.

The third level brings assimilation, wherein the student internalizes the
subject, and his skills become second nature; he lives and breathes his subject
effortlessly.

On the instructions of Srila Prabhupada, we have finally geared ISKCON for
the first level.



Bhaktiçästra courses and examinations are available and have become
popular.

This has energized ISKCON with transcendental knowledge, and devotees
feel a sense of accomplishment and enlightenment.

But Prabhupada wanted his followers to develop the other levels.

He often held mock debates with his disciples, forcing them to think deeply
about the philosophy.



The second level, that of insight and understanding, requires deeper
thought, reflection and discussion and has not yet been developed in
our Society.

Insight and understanding mean we do not accept the philosophy
blindly but question it and consider it from many angles of vision. –

“And I am very much stressing nowadays that my students shall
increase their reading of my books and try to understand them from
different angles of vision.



Each çloka can be seen from many, many angles of vision, so become
practiced in seeing things like this.” (Letter to Tribhuvanatha 16 June 1972)
“Krsna Tulya Bhagavata”

“Your first job should be to make sure that every one of the devotees in your
zone of management is reading regularly our literatures and discussing the
subject matter seriously from different angles of seeing, and that they are
somehow or other absorbing the knowledge of Krishna Consciousness
philosophy.

If they are fully educated in our philosophy and if they can get all of the
knowledge and study it from every viewpoint, then very easily they will
perform tapasya or renunciation and that will be their advancement in
Krishna Consciousness.” (Letter to Satsvarüpa 16 June 1972)



Logically, if we do not develop the second level, the third will be
beyond our reach.

But again, even the second level requires a brahminical ethos, one of
freedom and open inquiry without fear of reprisal, ridicule or
alienation.

In my opinion, this is, by and large, not available at present in many
of our communities.

This is one of many factors causing members to leave the Society.



Çréla Prabhupäda states that the third level is essential for brähmaëas and for
preaching: “This is a true description of a brähmaëa. A brähmaëa is one who
has assimilated the Vedic conclusions by practicing mind and sense control…
One who actually assimilated the essence of the Vedas can preach the truth
[italics mine].” (Bhäg. 5.5.24 purport)

“One can assimilate the knowledge of the revealed scriptures only by hearing
and explaining.” (Bhäg. 1.1.6 purport)

One cannot preach effectively without having assimilated the philosophy.



Advantages of Discussing Krsna
Katha



|| 11.3.30 ||
parasparänukathanaà

pävanaà bhagavad-yaçaù
mitho ratir mithas tuñöir
nivåttir mitha ätmanaù

The disciple should learn to develop attraction for the glories of the
Lord (pävanaà bhagavad-yaçaù) through discussions with other
devotees (paraspara anukathanaà). He will experience happiness
from their association (mitho ratir mithas tuñöir) and mutually they
will become detached from material enjoyment (nivåttir mitha
ätmanaù).



Taking shelter of purifying discussions where there is glorification of the Lord,
one will have mutual enjoyment without rivalry (mithaù ratiù).

One will have happiness arising from association with other devotees.

Mutually one will become detached from material enjoyment—from one’s wife
and other things unfavorable for devotional development.

This means “If you are becoming detached, I also will become detached starting
from today.”

The disciple should learn all of this.



Gradually they reach Bhava

|| 11.3.31 ||
smarantaù smärayantaç ca

mitho 'ghaugha-haraà harim
bhaktyä saïjätayä bhaktyä
bibhraty utpulakäà tanum

Remembering and inspiring other devotees to remember (smarantaù
smärayantaç ca) the Lord who destroys all sins (mitho agha ogha-
haraà harim), the devotees will develop hairs standing on end in
ecstasy (bibhraty utpulakäà tanum) by prema-bhakti produced from
sädhana-bhakti (bhaktyä saïjätayä bhaktyä).



And Finally Prema

|| 11.3.32 ||
kvacid rudanty acyuta-cintayä kvacid
dhasanti nandanti vadanty alaukikäù
nåtyanti gäyanty anuçélayanty ajaà

bhavanti tüñëéà param etya nirvåtäù

Sometimes they weep (kvacid rudanty), because of thoughts of the
Lord (acyuta-cintayä). Sometimes they laugh (kvacid hasanti),
become joyful (nandanti), or speak without regard for society
(vadanty alaukikäù). They dance, sing, and concentrate their senses
on Kåñëa (nåtyanti gäyanty anuçélayanty ajaà). Having attained the
Lord and experiencing bliss (param etya nirvåtäù), they remain silent
(bhavanti tüñëéà).
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