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Verse,Translation and
Purport



|| 2.3.20 ||
bile batorukrama-vikramän ye
na çåëvataù karëa-puöe narasya

jihväsaté därdurikeva süta
na copagäyaty urugäya-gäthäù

One who has not listened to the messages about the prowess and
marvelous acts of the Personality of Godhead and has not sung or
chanted loudly the worthy songs about the Lord is to be considered to
possess earholes like the holes of snakes and a tongue like the tongue
of a frog.



Srila Prabhupada’s
Purport



Devotional service to the Lord is rendered by all limbs or parts of the
body. It is the transcendental dynamic force of the spirit soul;
therefore, a devotee is engaged one hundred percent in the service of
the Lord.

One can engage in devotional service when the senses of the body are
purified in relation with the Lord, and one can render service to the
Lord with the help of all the senses.

As such, the senses and the action of the senses are to be considered
impure or materialistic as long as they are employed only in sense
gratification.



The purified senses are engaged not in sense gratification but in the service
of the Lord in toto.

The Lord is the Supreme with all senses, and the servitor, who is part and
parcel of the Lord, also has the same senses.

Service to the Lord is the completely purified use of the senses, as
described in the Bhagavad-gétä.

The Lord imparted instructions with full senses, and Arjuna received them
with full senses, and thus there was a perfect exchange of sensible and
logical understanding between the master and the disciple.



Spiritual understanding is nothing like an electrical charge from the
master to the disciple, as foolishly claimed by some propaganda-
mongers.

Everything is full of sense and logic, and the exchange of views
between the master and disciple is possible only when the reception is
submissive and real.

In the Caitanya-caritämåta it is said that one should receive the
teaching of Lord Caitanya with intellect and full senses so that one
can logically understand the great mission.



In the impure state of a living being, the various senses are fully
engaged in mundane affairs.

If the ear is not engaged in the service of the Lord by hearing about
Him from Bhagavad-gétä or Çrémad-Bhägavatam, certainly the holes of
the ear will be filled with some rubbish.

Therefore the messages of Bhagavad-gétä and Çrémad-Bhägavatam
should be preached all over the world very loudly.



That is the duty of a pure devotee who has actually heard about them
from the perfect sources.

Many want to speak something to others, but because they are not
trained to speak on the subject matter of Vedic wisdom they are all
speaking nonsense, and people are receiving them with no sense.

There are hundreds and thousands of sources for distributing
mundane news of the world, and people of the world are also
receiving it.



Similarly, the people of the world should be taught to hear the
transcendental topics of the Lord, and the devotee of the Lord must
speak loudly so that they can hear.

The frogs loudly croak, with the result that they invite the snakes to
eat them.

The human tongue is especially given for chanting the Vedic hymns
and not for croaking like frogs.

The word asaté used in this verse is also significant.



Asaté means a woman who has become a prostitute.

A prostitute has no reputation for good womanly qualities.

Similarly, the tongue, which is given to the human being for chanting
the Vedic hymns, will be considered a prostitute when engaged in
chanting some mundane nonsense.



Discussion



Theme-1: Understanding 100% 
Engagement in the Service of the 

Lord 



Devotional service to the Lord is rendered by all limbs or parts of the
body.

It is the transcendental dynamic force of the spirit soul; therefore, a
devotee is engaged one hundred percent in the service of the Lord.

One can engage in devotional service when the senses of the body are
purified in relation with the Lord, and one can render service to the
Lord with the help of all the senses.



As such, the senses and the action of the senses are to be considered
impure or materialistic as long as they are employed only in sense
gratification.

The purified senses are engaged not in sense gratification but in the service
of the Lord in toto.

The Lord is the Supreme with all senses, and the servitor, who is part and
parcel of the Lord, also has the same senses.

Service to the Lord is the completely purified use of the senses, as
described in the Bhagavad-gétä.



Definition of Pure Devotional 
Service













But, after giving such an impossible definition 
of Uttama Bhakti – Srila Rupa Goswami says the 

this Uttama Bhakti is performed in 3 stages:

1. Sadhana Bhakti
2. Bhava Bhakti 
3. Prema Bhakti

But How is Sadhana Bhakti Uttama? – Where is 
Continuity?



Therefore, one popular understanding is that we 
are not practicing Uttama Bhakti as it is not 

continuous…..

But, Srila Rupa Goswami says Sadhana Bhakti is 
also Uttama Bhakti

He defines Sadhana Bhakti as: 
“Krti Sadhya Bhaved Sadhya Bhava……”











This explanation of satatam is so relieving… Why?

Because we are engaged in:
1. Bhakti Poshaka Karma
2. Loka Sangraha Karma

3. Occupational Karma – Secondary limbs
4. Sleeping

5. Engagement in activities for bodily maintenance
6. Fire fighting – Dealing with Anarthas

In most of these activities there may not be direct 
engagement of mind and senses in Krsna’s direct service…



Performing 
the Limbs of 
Devotional 
Service

Planning to 
Improve one’s 
own practice

Fire Fighting – Dealing 
with the Anarthas 
(Obstacles to 
Continuous Practice)

Understanding Anu – in the case of Sadhakas



So, does it mean that we are Part-Time devotees? Or 
Mixed Devotees?

Give Example of Employee….

Rupa goswami mentions 9 stages of Uttama Bhakti

Srila VCT expands on the stage of Bhajana Kriya – 
Explaining it to be Anisthita Bhajana Kriya



The Nature of Fire Fighting 
Keeps Changing gradually till 

one reaches Nistha…..

































This on-going battle with his previously acquired desires for 
sense pleasure, in which he sometimes meets with victory 

and sometimes with defeat is called vishaya sangara or 
struggle with sense pleasure.

















So, In all these types of Anisthitha Bhajana 
Kriya (Unsteady Devotional Service) – What is 

Steady?

1. Sraddha
2. Goal

3. Willingness

Not Capability



Performing 
the Limbs of 
Devotional 
Service

Planning to 
Improve one’s 
own practice

Fire Fighting – Dealing 
with the Anarthas 
(Obstacles to 
Continuous Practice)

Understanding Anu – in the case of Sadhakas



utsargän mala-müträdeç 
citta-svästhyaà yato bhavet

ataù päyur upasthaç ca 
tad-ärädhana-sädhanam 

Because the mind maintains a healthy state (citta-svästhyaà yato 
bhavet) by excretion (utsargän) of urine and stool (mala-mütra 
ädeh), the anus and urinary organ (ataù päyur upasthaç ca) should
be considered as senses engaged in the Lord’s service (tad-ärädhana-
sädhanam). (Visnu Rahasya)



Proof of steadiness of Faith, Goal and 
Willingness in apparent Non-

Continuous Devotional Service
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