Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Temple Bhagavatam
Class

2.7.17

Scheduled Incarnations with Specific Functions



1. Radha Madhava

2. Om namo bhagavata, narayanam namaskrtya
3. Verse, purport

4. Om ajnana

5. Sri caitanya

6. Vande ‘ham

7. He krsna

8. Tapta kancana

9. Vanca kalpa

10. Sri Krsna.... Hare Krsna



Verse, Translation and
Purport



12.7.17 |
jyayan gunair avarajo 'py aditeh sutanam
lokan vicakrama iman yad athadhiyajnah
ksmam vamanena jagrhe tripada-cchalena

yacinam rte pathi caran prabhubhir na calyah

The Lord, although transcendental to all material modes, still

surpassed

The Lord

| all
ap

the qualities of the sons of Aditi, known as the Adityas.
beared as the youngest son of Aditi. And because He

surpassed all the planets of the universe, He is the Supreme

Personality o

' Godhead. On the pretense of asking for a measurement

of three footsteps of land, He took away all the lands of Bali Mahar3ja.
He asked simply because without begging, no authority can take one's
righttul possession.



Srila Prabhupada’s
Purport



The history ot Bali Maharaja and his charity to Vamanadeva is described in
the Eighth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Bali Maharaja conquered all the planets of the universe by righttul
possession.

A king can conquer other kings by strength, and such possession is
considered to be righttul.

So Bali Maharaja possessed all the lands of the universe, and he happened
to be charitably disposed toward the brahmanas.



The Lord therefore pretended to be a beggar brahmana, and He asked
Bali Maharaja for a measurement of three footsteps of land.

The Lord, as the proprietor of everything, could take from Bali
Maharaja all the land he possessed, but he did not do so because Bali
Maharaja possessed all those lands by king's rights.

When Bali Maharaja was asked by Lord Vamana for such small
charity, Bali Maharaja's spiritual master, namely Sukracarya, objected
to this proposal because he knew that Vamanadeva was Visnu
Himself, pretending to be a beggar.



Bali Maharaja did not agree to abide by the order of his spiritual
master when he understood that the beggar was Visnu Himself, and
he at once agreed to give Him in charity the land requested.

By this agreement Lord Vamana covered all the lands ot the universe
with His first two steps and then asked Bali Maharaja where to place
the third step.



Bali Maharaja was very glad to receive the Lord's remaining step upon
his head, and thus Bali Maharaja, instead of losing everything he
possessed, was blessed by the Lord's becoming his constant
companion and doorman.

So, by giving everything to the cause of the Lord, one does not lose
anything, but he gains everything that he could never otherwise
expect.



Discussion



12.6.46 ||
pradhanyato yan rsa amananti
lilavataran purusasya bhiimnabh |
apiyatam karna-kasaya-Sosan
anukramisye ta iman supesan ||

[ will now speak in order (anukramisye) about the beautitul
lilavataras of the Supreme Iord Qavatar@urusagya bhiaumnah),
whose topics dry up the desire to hear anything else (karna-kasaya-
sosan) and which the sages glorify (yan rsa amananti) tor their
valuable content (pradhanyato). These pastimes are pleasing to hear
(supesan) and are to be relished (apiyatam). Therelore they are in

my heart (ta iman).




et w390 e Prelude
ol

® Qo o A Lokt
Sukracarya tries to dissuade Bali

Maharaja from giving in charity to
Vamanadeva (8.19.28-43)



1 8.19.28 ||
$ri-Suka uvaca
ity uktah sa hasann aha
vanchatah pratigrhyatam
vamanaya mahim datum
jagraha jala-bhajanam

Sukadeva Gosvami said: When the Lord had thus spoken to Bali
Maharaja (ity uktah), Bali smiled and said (sah hasann aha), "All
right. Take whatever you like (vanchatah pratigrhyatam)." To
confirm his promise to give Vamanadeva the desired land
(vamanaya mahim daturh), he then took up his water pot (jagraha
jala-bhajanam).




1 8.19.29 ||
visnave ksmam pradasyantam
usana asuresvaram

Qanams c1}<1r51t.an_1 visnol (S Orye SpoEe
Sisyarn praha(vidam varah
Understanding Visnu's plan (janan Vismh_lj]ﬂﬁjiarh), Sukracarya

(usana), the best of knowers[(vidam varalf)] immediately spoke as
follows to his disciple (asuresvaram Sisyaf praha), who was about
to offer the land to Visnu (visnave ksmary pradasyantam).

7\
m is called the best of knowers because he would re@

a’s identity.




18.19.30 ||
Sri-sukra uvaca
esa vairocane saksad
bhagavan visnur avyayah
kasyapad aditer jato
devanam karya-sadhakah

Sukrécérya said: O son of Virocana (vairocane)! This brahmacari is
directly the imperishable Supreme Lord, Visnu (esa saksad
bhagavan visnur avyayah). Accepting Kasyapa Muni as his father
and Aditi as his mother (kasyapad aditeh), he has now appeared in
order to fulfill the interests of the devatas (jato devanam karya-

sadhakah).




[8.19.31 ||
&)ratiérutaa tvayaitasmai
yad anartham ajanata
na sadhu manye daityanam
mahan upagato nayah

I do not think (ﬁ@) that the dangerous promise (yad
anartham pratiSrutarh) you made to him in ignorance (tvaya
etasmai roper ). It brings great mistortune

(mahan anh upagato) to the demons (daityanarm).




1 8.19.32 ||
esa te sthanam aiSvaryarm

Sriyam tejo yasah srutam
dasyaty acchidya sakraya
maya-manavako\harih

Visnu, who takes away everything (esa ), by falsely appearing as a
brahmacari (maya-manavakah), will take away (acchidza) all your land,
wealth (sthanam aisvaryam), beauty, power, fame and education (Sriyarm

tejo yasah srutam) and deliver it to Indra, your enemy ($akraya dasyaty).

means “he who takes-away-everytting.”

The real meaning is “The Lord who attracts even Bali’s mind.”




“But I have promised only three steps of land to him. Well let him
take three steps.”

1 8.19.33 ||
tribhih kramair imal lokan
visva-kayah kramisyati
sarvasvam visnave dattva
miudha vartisyase katham

Making the universe his body (visva-kayah), he will step over all the

worlds (iman lokan kramisyati) by three steps (tribhih kramair). O
tool (mudha)! By giving everything to Visnu (sarvasvam visnave
dattva) how will you survive (katham vartisyase)?




“I will give everything. At least my promise will be fulfllled?”
NO!!!

1 8.19.34 ||
kramato gam padaikena
dvitiyena divam vibhoh
kham ca kayena mahata

tartiyasya kuto gatih

The Lord (vibhoh) will occupy the earth with one step (gam
kramatah pada ekena), by his second step he will occupy Svarga
(dvitiyena divam), and by his universal body will occupy antariksa

(khammh ca mahata kayena). Where will he put his third step
(tartiyasya kuto gatih)?




1 8.19.35 ||
nistham te narake manye
hy apradatuh pratisrutam

pratisrutasya yo 'misah
pratipadayitum bhavan

Since you will certainly be unable to fulfill your promise (bhavan hy
pratiSrutam apradatuh), 1 think (manye) that because of this
inability (yah pratiSrutasya pratipadayitum anisah) you will live
perpetually in hell (nistham te narake).




“Why should I not try to fulfill my promise as much as possible?”

1 8.19.36 ||
na tad danam prasamsanti
yena vrttir vipadyate
danar yajnas tapah karma
loke vrttimato yatah

Learned scholars do not praise that charity (na prasamsanti tad
danam) which endangers one's own livelihood (yena vrttir
Vlgadvate) Charity, sacrifice, concentration of mind and fruitive
activities (danam yajhas tapah karma) are possible for one who is
competent to earn his livelihood (loke vrttimato yatah).




Charity should be done according to scriptural rules

1 8.19.37 ||
dharmaya yasase 'rthaya
kamaya sva-janaya ca
pancadha vibhajan vittam
ihamutra ca modate

A person who divides his wealth in five parts (paficadha vibhajan

vittam) —for religion, for reputation, for material objects
(dharmaya yasase 'rthaya), for enjoyment and for the maintenance

of his family members (kamaya sva-janaya ca), is happy in this
world and in the next (iha amutra ca modate).




“If I have something to give, and I say I have nothing, how can I

-

avoid the sin of lying?”
- 4 ~ . Ao Ghatk
M Gugpd™ o)

18.19.3843 | 7~ ypor fraw SPER

1. What is not preceded by om is untrue. So, in the strictest
sense, 1t 1s not untruth.

2. Maintaining the body is more important than maintaining
truth

3. 1f you don’t speak this small untruth then your body will die



“If I have something to give, and I say I have nothing, how can I avoid the
sin of lying?”

I 8.19.38-43 ||
4. What is the point of speaking the truth and losing all scope for

enjoyment?

5. Only a habitual liar will become infamous. But you are not one.

6. In ilattering a woman, in joking, in order to get married, in earning

one's livelihood, in {angerous circumstances) in protecting cows and

brahminical culture, or in protecting a person from an enemy's hand,
falsity is never condemned.




Canto Eight - Chapter
I'wenty

Bali Maharaja Surrenders the
Universe




Canto Eight - Chapter Twenty

Section-1 — Bali Maharaja rejects
Sukracarya’s Proposal (1-13)



| 8.20.1 ||

Sukadeva Gosvami said: When Bali Maharaja was thus advised by
Sukracarya, he remained silent for a moment, and then, after full
deliberation, he replied to his guru as follows.

Wy W3 [\ §‘;\em+?__
- ]

Bali was silent for a moment.

NV

He discerned that if_his guru advised something against the desire of
the Lord, then there would be no fault in disobeying _his

Instructions.




| 8.20.2 ||
$ri-balir uvaca

Ssatyam bhagavata proktam
harmo 'yam grhamedhinam
artham kamarm yaso vrttim
yo na badheta karhicit

Bali Maharaja said: As you have already stated (bhagavata proktarn), the
principle of religion (dharmah) that does not hinder (yah na badheta
karhicit) one's economic development, sense gratification, fame and means
of livelihood (artham kamam yaso vrttih) is the real duty of the
householder (satyam ayam grhamedhinam).

% : isobeving the gurlg(b!;ll_Qﬂ_e will obstruct
shakti by disobeying the Lord




D
i 18.20.3 1

sa caham vitta-lobhena
< pratyacakse katham dvijam

W pratisrutya dadamiti
prahradih kitavo yatha
How can I (katham aham), grandson of Prahlada (prahradih), like a

cheater (kitavo yatha), withdraw my promise (pratyacakse) because
of greed for money (vitta-lobhena) when I have already said that I
shall give this land (pratisrutya dadami iti)? How can 1 (katham
aham) behave like an ordinary cheater (kitavo yatha), especially
toward a brahmana (dvijam)?




[ am the grandson of Prahlada.

My nature is to be favorable to the Lord.

This is the hidden indicatiql}.

Prahlada had already planted the seed of bhakti in his heart

by his mercy.




Now, he would achieve perfection by attaining prema by the
mercy of Vamanadeva.

[t is said: krpa-siddha yajfia-patni vairocani Sukadayah: the
wives of the brahmanas in Vraja, Bali and Sukadeva achieved
perfection by mercy.
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O&Ké— Q@ a4 hY asatyét paro 'dharma CD\] /
iti hovaca bhur iyam > (},\X\%V"‘;S
sarvam sodhum alarh manye @?5“,‘«5?
& ® rte 'lika-param naram & AN A

The earth said (iti hovaca iyam bhiih), “There is nothing
more sinful than untruthfulness (na hy asatyat paro
adharma).” 1 think (manye) I can bear any heavy thing
(sarvarn sodhum alar) except a person who is a liar (rte
alika-param naram).
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Vraja Bhakti
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Anything less than
Shudha Bhakti
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Worship

Demigod Worship

Sinful life




1 8.20.5 |
naharm bibhemi nirayan
nadhanyad asukharnavat g\c&
na sthana-cyavanan mrtyor
yatha vipra-pralambhanat

[ do not fear (naham bibhemi) hell (nirayan), poverty (na

adhanyad), an ocean of distress (asukharnavat), fall from my

position (na sthana-cyavanan) or death itself (mrtyor)

as much as 1 fear cheating @ (yatha vipra-
J

pralambhanat). N i Syl Ceudhent).



1 8.20.6 |

yad’yad dhasyati loke 'smin
samparetam dhanadikam —R2 ¢l for
tasya tyage nimittarm kim
vipras tusyen na tena cet

\(;::\::"6 Nod

What is the use of wealth (kim nimittarh dhanadikam) one
leaves behind (yad yad dhasyati loke 'smin) on dying
(samparetam)? Should it not be used to satisly a brahmana
(na cet viprah tusyed tena tyage)? ]




If, by your order, a brahmana is not satistied by charity, what is t_he
result of that wealth which one gives up on dying anyway?

Theretore I should give all my wealth for his pleasure. _ «,
J18ade

Though he knows Visnu is his Lord, he does not give respect,
obeisances and prayers to the [ord by his increased bhakti in order
not to give sorrow to Sukracarya and the demons.

K]

He addresses the Lord as a brahmana in order to hide his bhava for
the Lord.




y FLCATOW . [18.20.7-8 ] o WS fewog of
£O)eitn G R LAWY >3 (@ esds "o\m?\a!;\e RLem

Dadhici, Sibi and many other great personalities were willing to
sacrifice even their lives for the benefit of the people in general.

What hesitation can there be in giving this insignificant land?

Time has destroyed all enjoyment of demonic kings who did not
turn from battle and who enjoyed the earth. |

[ —

But time has not destroyed whatever reputation they achieved.



“Without regard for future reputation one should not give
away one’s temporary assets.”

I do not subscribe to this philosophy.

Time has taken the present and afterlife enjoyment of kings
who did not turn tfrom battle, who enjoyed the earth.

[ —

Time destroyed it all.




But time did not destroy the fame they achieved

(adhigatam). Therefore one should attain fame and

nothing else. ,_ _ B
< < \ ! ’
KKK

jHowever even this statement is only for pleasing
Sukracarya and other demons.

Bali did not have regard for fame since he was a pure
devotee.




QLG Y eutead]] 8.20.10-11 |

The glory of the generous, merciful giver is tqo_become poor by
fulfilling the desire of a requestor, what to speak of fulfilling the
desites—of— —person ‘Wf@‘gssﬁessingp spiritual _knowledge.
herefore | will give whatever the brahmacari desires. B

—

> Y e Al cogth Tt L

The person whom youThj,ghly respected knowers of Vedic sacrif@

worship as yajiia by perf%rmmg Sacriiices 1S KNnOwIn a5 VISII:

[ —

Let Visnu be a giver of benedictions. Or let him be an enemy. I will
give to him the land he desired.




“But this brahmacari is Visnu, your enemy.”

Then I must definitely give to him.



18.20.12 || o R
0 yadyapy asav adharmena S?e’*w_;f;:sea;(‘
'L'A mar badhniyad anagasam 4o -

QJ\Q/\ ~_— tathapy enam na himsisye \f 7&
m

hitan) (brahma-tanum ripu

Because he has assumed the form of a brahmana (brahma-tanum)
full of fear (bhitam), even if he irreligiously (yadyapy asav

adharmena) arrests me (mar badhniyad), though 1 am sinless
(anagasam), 1 shall not retaliate (tathapy enam na himsisye),
although he is my enemy (ripum).

Though he is Visnu, because he has the form of a brahmana, he
must be full of fear.



fuen T T RER a8, T Uk to &R

1820131

esa va @ittamasloko o (ONE

na jihasati yad yasah W
hatva mainam hared yuddhe

Sayita nihato maya

Since he is Visnu of imper] fame (esa va uttamasloko),
he will not give up that fame (na jihasati yad yasah). Killing
me in battle (hatva mam), he will take the land (yuddhe
enam haret). I can never kill him (na Sayita nihato maya).




Since he is certainly the lord of fame, he will not give up his tame.

If T say I will not give land, and then, not tolerating a broken
promise requests a fight and I accept, he will kill me in battle and

take the land.

“But he may be defeated by you, since you are a great warrior.”

He will never lie down in battle, since Visnu cannot be killed.



Canto Eight - Chapter Twenty

Section-II — Bali Maharaja otfers

the charity in spite of being cursed
by Sukracarya (14-20)



|| 8.20.14 ” ‘G‘CMQ Yo lodd b

sri-Suka uvaca 0 eAe ¥ Levoress Q
evam asraddhitarn Sisyam 2 7~
anadesakarar guruh ¢ CevR beeeds
éaéapa@liva-prahitah) w\fge
satya-sandharn manasvinam

Sukadeva Gosvami said: Thereafter (eva Suk guruh), influence
by previous offense to the Lord A\daiva-prahitah)) cursed his exalted,
generous disciple Bali Maharaja ($asapa manasvinam sisyam), who was
fixed in fulfilling his promise (satya-sandhari), since he had become
unfaithful to guru (asraddhitarn) and willing to disobey his guru
(anadesakaram). B

Sukracarya was influenced by previous offense unfavorable for developing
the bliss of prema to the Lord.




1 8.20.15 ||

drdham pandita-many ajhah

st@c_i/lp_gx asmad-upeksaya
mac-chasanatigo yas tvam

acirad bhrasyase sriyah _ oW

— ' Loy A
S, o

Although you have no knowledge (ajiah), you have become a
so-called learned person (pandita-mani), and therefore you
dare to be so impudent (drdham stabdho asi) as to disobey
my order (asmad-upeksava). Because of disobeying me (mat-
Sasana-atigah), you shall very soon be bereft of all your
opulence (acirad tvam bhrasyase Sriyah).

—

Al A e




The other meaning is as follows

Because of surpassing my order and going to Visnu, soon you
will not lose your wealth for a long time.

You will attain the eternal wealth given by Visnu.

B—




18.20.16-17 ||

Even after being cursed in this way by his guru, Bali
Maharaja, being a great personality who was not swayed-in
his determination, after worshipping Vamana, offered water

and then gave him the land. e

At that time, Bali Maharaja's wife, Vindhyavali, whao wras
decorated with a necklace of pearls, brought a golden pot of
water for washing the Lord’s feet.

f—




EE QTS TYe, )
Bali’s wife was extremely shy, unexposed even to the sun, but
was unable to conceal her agitation because of joy.

She shed tears of joy on understanding the firm bhakti of her
husband.

Thus, ignoring maidservants, she personally came carrying a
pot out of the confines of her room. -
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