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Nitya-dharma: Birth and
Caste Ditferences



Muslims are not eligible to execute varnasrama-karma, so how can they
ascend to bhakti?”

Vaisnava dasa Babaji, “Persons outside the varnasrama system, the antyajas
are also eligible to em bhakti.

All scriptures have supported this point. The Bhagavad-gita 9.32 states:

marn hi partha vyapasritya

ye ‘pi syuh papa-yonayah

strivo vaisyas tatha sudras
te ‘pi yanti pararh gatim




“O son of Partha, those who take shelter in Me-though they be of lower

birth—women, vaiSyas, (merchants) and-Siidras (menial labourers) and of
sinful families—can attain the supreme destination.’

—

“Here bhakti is indicated by the word asritya, taking shelter. This is
confirmed in the Skanda Purana, Kasi-khanda 21.63, which is quoted in the
Hari-bhakti-vilasa 10.106:

brahmanah ksatriyo vaisyah
Sudro va yadi v€tarah
visnu-bhakti-samayukto
jiieyah sarvottamas ca sah

“Whether one is a brahmana, ksatriva, vaisya, sadra, or €n outcastd) if he has
taken shelter of visnu-bhakti, he is considered to be superior to all.’




“Further —we—fimd—in—the—Naradiva-purana, which is quoted in the Hari-

bhakti-vilasa 10.87:

Svapaco ‘pi mahipala
visnu-bhakto dvijadhikah
visnu bhakti-vihino yo
yatis ca Svapacadhikah

“O king, it a candala, dogeater, embraces the path of pure devotion to the

Supreme Lord, Sri Visnu, he is superior to a brahmana. On the other hand, if
a sannyasl is not a devotee of Sri Visnu, then he is more degraded than_ a

candala.’

Ctdamani, “Granted, there are numerous scriptural proofs—but it is
imperative to draw conclusions. '




What is the method for removing the blemish of a birth in a base caste?

Can this birth-slur be abrogated in any way other than with death and thus
rebirth?”

Vaisnava dasa Babaji, “The mistortune of a low birth results from prarabdha-
karma, sinful reactions, from the activities ol previous births.

« -

Such reactions are eliminated by the chanting of harinama. The Srimad;
Bhagavatam 6.16.44 declares:




yan-nama sakrc chravanat
pukkaso ‘pi vimucyate samsarat

“Merely by hearing harinama only once, even candalas, men of the lowest
class, are Ireed from all material contamination’

Further, in the Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.2.46:
natah param karma-nibandha-krntanam
mumuksatam tirtha-padanukirtanat
na yat punah karmasu sajjate mano
rajas-tamobhyam Kkalilamh tato ‘nyatha

“Therefore, one who desires freedom from material bondage should adopt
the process of chanting and glorifying the name, fame, form and pastimes of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, at whose feet all the holy places stand.
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One cannot derive the proper benefit from other methods_such as pious atonement,
speculative knowledge and meditation in mystic yoga, because even alfter following such
methods one takes to fruitive activities again. unable to control his mind., which is

contaminated by the base qualities of nature, namely passion and ignorance.’

“Furthermore, in the Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.33.7:

aho bata Svapaco ‘to garlyan
yaj-jihvagre vartate nama tubhyam
tepus tapas te juhuvuh sasnur arya
brahmaniicur nama grnanti ye te

“Oh, how glorious are they whose tongues are chanting harinama! Even if born in the
tamilies of dogeaters, such persons are worshipable. Persons who chant harinama must
have executed all kinds of austerities and fire sacritices and achieved all the good
manners of the Aryans. To be chanting harinama they must have bathed at the holy
places of pilgrimage, studied the Vedas, and fulfilled everything required.’




Cudamani, “In that case, why cannot a candala who is chanting harinama

perform yajiia, fire sacritice?” - MY
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Vaisnava dasa Babaji, “For a person to be eligible to Derform. he must
take birth as a brahmana.

A brahmana must first receive the gayatri-mantra and brahminical thread,
which is savitra initiation, before he is allowed to perform the different Vedic
rituals. —

Similarly, a candala, although purified by chanting harinama must first be
born into a brahmana family before he is eligible to conduct yajna and the

other Vedic rituals; which are readily available to him by such a birth.




However, the\forrm_gan@:mmﬁied by chanting harinima—can perform
all the angas, limbs, of bhakti, which are infinitely greater than yajiias.”

Cudamani, “This is a very strange siddhanta, conclusion.

One who is denied exercising an elementary right ends up having claim to a
much superior position.

What simple prools can you put forward?”

Vaisnava dasa Babaji, “Human activities can be categorized under two

headings: vyavaharika, findane €nd social: and paramarthika, spiritual.




There are instances where a person is (mtually advanc} but is not allowed
to perform certain mundane, Vyavaharlka activities.

sattva-guna like a pure br ana) in fact:

he rom the(vyavaharikg act of\ ar a brahmana br1ﬁ

Cudamani, “Why is he not elig‘i*ble? What will be his oftence it he does?”

Vaisnava dasa Bab';i “If one acts againslg social (@in , ts

a Qal 1mpropriet




Those who are Erou'c\ of knowing flhe (_§ocial etigue@ will never ﬁcquiescel to
such impropriety. | '

g?v@"“\
Therelfore, in spite of @ramérthikﬂﬁigibilit};, one should not go against the

principles of general society.”

Cudamani, “Kindly relt_lﬁtf__l‘.h@necessary qualifications for performing
karma and for performing bhakii.”

@oc'\'\("’\d"‘w
Vaisnava dasa Babaji, “Vyavaharika qualifications such as_a ﬁrivileged bir(p
and one’s nature prepare one for performing tat-tat-karma-yogya-svabhava-
janma, activities suitable to one’s social station, mentality, and birth.




Faith, devotion, and activities according to the ultimate scriptural
conclusions—bhakti- tattV1ka sraddha—bestow _the eligibility to execute

bhaku ”

Cudamani, “Please do not try to confuse me with the theological jargon of
the Vedanta, but explain to me in prosaic terms what is meant by tat-tat-
karma-yogya-svabhava-janma?”

Vaisnava dasa Babaj, “Sama, peacefulness through control of the senses;
dama control of the mmd tapah, austerity, Sauca,_purity; santosa,
satlsfactlon ksama, forgiveness; saralata, simplicity, straight- forwardness:
1sa-bhakti, devotion to Bhagavan; daya, mer_y_and compassion; and satya,
truthtfulness, are some qualifications which constitute the brahminical
nature.




“Sma, heroism; bala, physical power; teja, physical prowess; dhrti, resolute
determination; titiksa, tolerance; udarata, generosity; udyama, perseverance,
enthusiasm; dhirata, gravity, steadfastness in leadership; brahmanyata,
devotion to the brahmanas; and aiSvarya, opulence, are hallmarks of the
ksdtriya nature. o o

“Astikya, theistic religiosity; dana, charity; nistha. faithful dedication;
adambhikata, humility: artha-trsna, eagerness tor Wealth are the nature of a

vaisya.

— B

“Dvija-go-deva-seva, serving the brahmanas, the cow, the devas; and yatha-
labha-santosa, satlsfactlon with whatever is obtamed are the qualitications of

a sudra.




“Asaucam, unclean habits; mithya, dishonesty; caurya, stealing; nastikata,
atheism; vrtha kalaha, quarreiling; kama, lust; krodha, anger; and mdrlya-
trsna, hankering to gratilying the senses, are the activities and characteristics

of the e antyajas, outcastes. —

@e sastras recomm.end_thaj_&nersons - @aed by hls@a
nature,{and ka€m3 l‘ activities, by the assessment of his Q}

birth _ﬁough recently this has beco me the exclusive practice.

A Eerson’@ determines his @_@ and (prefereyces, and ultimately
his expertise in a particular kind ot work.




Those svabhava, individnal natures;- which 1 have just now enumerated,

prompt the corresponding @@B@ @a‘

“Sometimes janma is_the dominant factor in the development of a particular

guna, and sometimes associationa becomes the dominant factor.
C——— — i - —

Association, of _course, begins at {janma) fram which time one’s guna is

- e = T
moulded, (fFjus indicating that Jg_‘nma IS Certainly a factor) ~7'4

However, janma cannot be deemed the only faetor when considering the

eligibility for a particular karma. Such an idea would be a great mistake far
there are surely a variety of other reasons and causes aifecting one’s guna and

resultant eligibili




Therelore, the Sastras point out that eligibility for a particular karma must be
ascertained ultimately on the basis of one’s guna.”

Cudamani, “What is tattvika-sraddha?”

Vaisnava dasa Babaji, “Simple, guileless faith in the Supreme Lord—and
consequently sincere bhakti rendered to Him—is known as tattivika-

Sraddha.

Atattvika-sraddha, unreal false faith, in the Lord is developed in an impious
person’s heart when he performs only the external aspects and rituals of
worship and—out of pride and greed—uses this mask of religiosity to pursue
his cherished material goals.
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