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Nitya-dharma: Birth and
Caste Ditferences



Therelore, the Sastras point out that eligibility for a particular karma must be
ascertained ultimately on the basis of one’s guna.”

1

Vaisnava dasa—Babaji, “, 0 n the Supreme 1 ord—and
consequently @bha ti rendered to Him—is known as tattivika-
sraddha. — )

Atattvika-Sraddha, unreal false faith, in the Lord is developed in an impious
person’s heart when he performs only the external aspects and rituals of
worship and—out of pride and greed—uses this mask of religiosity to pursue
his cherished material goals. B i




This kind of faith is misaligned with the directions of scripture and is
theretore designated atattvika-sraddha.

Many mahéijanas have proclaimed that tattvika-sSraddha means sincere faith

in the @ WP FAENCS

A sincere candidate is given éigibil;')ty _to perform bhakti by this tattvika-
“sraddha.” ~—

Cadamani, “Some persons have developed faith in the sastras, but lack a
noble mature—are they {it candidates tor bhakti?”




ValsnavaM “One’s type by nature, svabhava, is certainly a deciding factor in
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“‘Having awakened faith in the narrations of My glories by good association, and being
disgusted with all material activities, knowing that all sense gratification leads to misery,
but still being unable to renounce all sense enjoyment, My devotee should remain
happy and continue to hear, chant, and worship Me with great faith and conviction.
Even though My devotee is sometimes engaged in sense enjoyment, he knows that all
sense gratification leads to a miserable result, and he sincerely repents such activities.’




proktena bhakti-yogena

bhajato masakrn muneh
kama hrdayya nasyanti
sarve mayi hrdi sthite

“When an intelligent person engages constantly in worshiping Me through loving
\ 1@. es (irmly s%' iaied

devotional service as described b his ‘@ i
i@. Thus, all nqaterial desireswithin the heart aredestroyed.

bhidyate hrdaya-granthis

chidyante sarva-samsayah
ksiyante casya karmani
mayi drste ’khilﬁtmalli_

“The knot in the heart is pierced. all misgivings are cut to pieces and the chain of
fruitive actions is terminated when I am seen as the Supreme Personality_of

Godhead.”




yat karmabhir yat tapasa jhana-vairagyatas ca yat
yogena dana-dharmena Sreyobhir itarair api

sarvamh mad-bhakti-yvogena mad-bhakto labhate ’fijasa_

svargapavargam mad-dhama kathaficid yadi vafichati

e,

“Everything that can be achieved by fruitive activities, penance, knowledge,
detachment, mystic yoga, charity, religious duties and all other means of
perfecting life is easily achieved by My devotee through loving service unto
Me. My devotees are free from all ambition, but if, somehow or other, My
devotee desires promotion to heaven, liberation, or residence in My abode,

he easily achieves such benedictions.’



“Arising from Sraddha, this is the progressive development of bhakti-yoga.”

Cudamani, “What if I do mnot accept the authority of the Srimad
Bhagavatam?”

Ta——

Vaisnava dasa Babaji, “We have simply presented the conclusion of all the
sastras.

Sastra_is one. Even if you do_not accept the Bhagavatam, then the other
scriptures will harass you with the same conclusion. We do not nee er
to many $astras, simply consider what the Gita, a universally honoured text,
has to say.




In fact, even the verse quoted by you at the onset of this discussion contains
the same valuable teachings—as we find in Bhagavad-gita, 9.30-32:

api cet gu‘-durﬁcﬁr_a bhajate mam ananya-bhak

sadhur eva sa mantavyah samyag vyavasito hi sah

“Even if a person commits the most abominable action, if he is engaged in
devotional service, he is to be considered saintly because he is properly
situated in his determination.’

siprarh bhavati fharmatm @ .iAgjlcchati

aunteya pratijanihi na me bhaktah pranasyati

pr— ——

“He quickly becomes righteous and attains lasting peace. O son of Kunti,
declare it boldly that My devotee never perishes.’



mam hi partha vyapasritya ye ’pi syuh papa-yonayah_
striyo vaiSyas tatha stdras te ’pi yanti param gatim

“O son of Prtha, those who take shelter in Me, though they be of lower
birth—women. vaisyas (merchants) and sudras (workers)—can attain the

supreme destination.’

“The purport of this is that a devotee who engages in bhakti, hearing topics
of Krsna consciousness-chanting harinama, singing His glories with ananya-
bhak, single-mindedness, even it he is addicted to many abominable, illicit

activities, which go against the scriptural injunctions, must be considered a
saidhu because he is Mteous p‘%beigg situated in devotional

service. —




“Three processes are mentioned in the scriptures: karma-kanda, fruitive

activities within the varnasrama system; jhana-kanda, empirical philosophy
and renunciation; and bhakti-kanda, devotional service comprising of

hearing narrations about the Supreme lLord in saintly association and
chanting harinama with sincere faith.

[

Sometimes, these three methods can be channelled into one application
known as yoga, union with the Supreme, at which time they generally
become termed as either karma-yoga, jiiana-yoga, or bhakti-yoga, depending
on the stress and slant of the practice. - o

When any one of these forms of yoga is practiced by itself, their acolytes are
called karma-yogis, jiana-yogis, and bhakti-yogis.




A bhakti-yogi is the best of the three, because bhakti-yoga is able to reward
the yogi with unlimited benedictions by itself.

You can understand this point from the following verse in the Gita, 6.47,
which is cited at the conctusion of the first of the three six-chapter sections
of the Gita:

yoginam api sarvesam
mad-gatenantaratmana
Sraddhavan bhajate yo mam
sa me yuktatamo matah

“And of all yogis, the one with great faith, who always abides in Me, thinks
of Me within himself, and renders transcendental loving service to Me—he is

the most mtlmatelv united with Me in yoga and is the highest of all. That is
My opinion.’




“It is imperative to understand the meaning in Bhagavad-gita 9.31:

...ksipram bhavati dharmatma...
e

““One who is sincerely engaged in devotional service will have the worst of
his character tlaws quickly rectified.’

“Dharma meekly tollows bhakti everywhere.

’ﬁ
C——

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is the source of dharma, and He allows

Himsell to be easily conquered by bhakti.




Maya, who enslaves the jiva, is immediately dispelled when the Supreme
Lord is invited to occupy the throne in the heart of the jiva.

[ —

No other method of sadhana is needed or is as effective.

As soon as the spiritual aspirant becomes a bhakta, dharmic fervour suftuses

his heart and manifests all virtues.

When kama, lust_for sense enjoyment, is uprooted, then peace and
tranquillity enter the heart.

Therefore, the Lord boldly declares:



..na me bhaktah pranasyati...

C—

“My devotee will never be vanquished.’

B

“A karmi and a jAani are vulnerable—it is possible they may fall into bad
association while practising their individual disciplines, but the Lord’s
devotees are not attracted to associate with non-devotees in the first plac_e.

This is solely because of the all-powerful direct association with the Supreme
Lord; theretore, the devotee can never be destroyed.




Whether a devotee is born in a lowly family of sinners, or in the noble
brahmana caste, the supreme destination is within his grasp.”

Ctdamani, “It appears to me that the rites and rituals prescribed by the
scriptures to the jiva on the basis of his birth are more satistactory. I was
born in a brahmana family.

By regular performance of my sandhya, vandana, and so on, I am sure to
acquire jiana and finally attain mukti.

This is a tangible truth to me, but I cannot comprehend how sraddha
appears.
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