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Chapter Nine

Nitya-dharma and 
Material Science and 

Civilization



Hence, the living entity is a unique form of the çakti of Çré Kåñëa.”

Digambara, “Kälidäsa, have you ever read the Bhagavad-gétä?”

Advaita däsa, “Yes, in fact, I read it long ago.”

Digambara, “What is the standard of its philosophical truth?”

Advaita däsa, “My dear brother, a person endlessly praises the sweet taste of 
molasses only so long as he has not tasted pure crystal sugar.”



Digambara, “Look, I think this is bias on your part. 

Devé Bhägavata and Devé-gétä are appreciated throughout the world. 

However, you and your Vaiñëava associates do not even like to hear the 
mention of these two books.”

Advaita däsa, “Have you read the Devé-gétä?”

Digambara, “There is no reason for me to lie—I have not read it. 



For some time I have tried to obtain a copy of both books, but have as of yet 
failed to procure them.”

Advaita däsa, “How can you comment upon a book that you have not yet 
read? Tell me, who is biased, you or me?”

Digambara, “I must admit that even since childhood I was always a bit afraid 
of you. 

You were, even in those early days, a voluble person and now after becoming 
a Vaiñëava you seem to have honed your wit to even greater sharpness.



You strongly refute whatever I say.”

Advaita däsa, “Honestly speaking, I am a wretched fool, but after proper 
research, I have concluded that there are no pure religious ethics outside the 
vaiñëava-dharma. 

However, you have opposed vaiñëava-dharma during your whole life and 
have thus brought ill fortune upon yourself.”

Digambara, now getting slightly angry, retorted, “O yes! You can say that! I 
am deeply involved in religious worship and discipline and you claim that I 
have been wasting my time? 



Here, look! This book Tantra-saëgraha is a result of my hard labour.

You blindly denounce culture and science and try to boast about your 
Vaiñëava philosophy and practice, but what am I supposed to do about that? 

Come, let us continue this debate before an assembly of the learned and 
cultured, and then see who is said to have the superior conclusion, you or 
me?”

Advaita däsa was now thinking that it was rather a better idea to rid himself 
of this bad company and said, “After all, tell me, what will your culture and 
material science do for you when you die?”



Digambara, “Kälidäsa, shame on you! Is there anything after death? 

As long as one lives, one should try to be acknowledged by the cultured 
society and enjoy one’s senses as much as possible. 

In the end, when death approaches, Mä Nistäriëé will place you in an 
appropriate situation.

Should we tolerate the present distress only because death is imminent? 

Where will you be when the body made up of five elements dissolves into 
the five great elements of material nature? 



This material existence is Mäyä, both Mahä-mäyä and Yogamäyä. 

Only she can offer you pleasures in the present and certain liberation after 
death. 

“Çakti is the ultimate, there is nothing beyond her. You are born through 
Çakti and you will return to Çakti. One must begin by serving Çakti. 

Behold the power of Çakti in material science! 

Diligently improve your yogic strength because by that you will see there is 
nothing but the unmanifest Çakti. 



Whence did you manufacture the phantasmagoria about this conscious 
Supreme Controller known as Éçvara? 

By believing in these stories, you are forced to experience hardships in the 
present.

And who can guarantee that you will gain more than us after death? What 
business do you have with a divine male factor, a Puruña? 

Simply surrender to Çakti, you can merge into her, and thus eternally exist in 
her.”



Advaita däsa, “Dear friend, I see that you are captivated by the material 
energy. 

Moreover, suppose the Caitanya-puruña actually exists, then what will your 
future be after a lifetime of ignoring Him?

In addition, kindly consider what is the actual happiness of this present life? 

I would say that satisfaction and peace of mind are real happiness. 

Yes, I have rejected all material pleasures, but now I experience a real inner 
happiness. 



And if there is eternality beyond this life, then by His grace I shall have that 
also. 

On the other hand, you are not at all peaceful and contented even presently. 

The more you seek carnal pleasures, the more your thirst for them increases.
 

You have never really understood what real happiness actually is. 

Chasing after the pleasures of the flesh, one day you will certainly plunge 
deeply into an ocean of grief.”



Digambara, “We shall see what happens to me, but first tell me why you 
have left the sophisticated cultured milieu?”

Advaita däsa, “I have not discarded the cultured society, in fact that is what I 
have actually gained, and now I am busy avoiding the uncultured lot.”

Digambara, “What do you understand by uncultured?”

Advaita däsa, “Please do not get angry, listen to what Çrémad Bhägavatam, 
4.30.33, states, which is quoted in the Hari-bhakti-viläsa, 10.292:



yävat te mäyayä spåñöä bhramäma iha karmabhiù
tävad bhavat-prasaìgänäà saìgaù syän no bhave bhave

“‘Dear Lord, as long as we have to remain within this material world as a 
result of our material contamination and wander from one type of body to 
another and from one planet to another, we pray that we may associate with 
those who are engaged in discussing Your pastimes. We pray for this 
benediction life after life, in different bodily forms and on different planets.’



“In the Hari-bhakti-viläsa, 10.294, it is said:
asadbhiù saha saìgas tu  na kartavyaù kadäcana

yasmät sarvärtha-häniù syäd  adhaù-pätaç ca jäyate

“‘One should never associate with people who are absorbed in non-reality, 
for by such company one is deprived of all worthwhile objects of attainment 
and falls down to a degraded position.’

“The sage Kätyäyana recorded in his Kätyäyana-saàhitä, which is quoted in 
the Hari-bhakti-viläsa, 10.295:



varaà hutavaha-jvälä païjaräntar-vyavasthitiù
na çauri-cintä-vimukha jana-samväsa-vaiçasam

“‘Better I burn in a blazing fire or remain forever caged, rather than 
experience the pain of having association with a person who is inimical to 
Kåñëa consciousness.’

“Further, the Çrémad-Bhägavatam, 3.31.33-34, declares, as quoted in the 
Hari-bhakti-viläsa, 10.297-298:



satyaà çaucaà dayä maunaà buddhiù çrér hrér yaçaù kñamä
çamo damo bhagaç ceti yat-saìgäd yäti saìkñayam

“‘One becomes devoid of truthfulness, cleanliness, mercy, gravity, spiritual 
intelligence, shyness, austerity, fame, forgiveness, control of the mind, 
control of the senses, fortune, and all such opportunities.’

teñv açänteñu müòheñu khaëòitätmasv asädhuñu
saìgaà na kuryäc chocyeñu yoñit-kréòä-mågeñu ca

“‘Therefore, one should not associate with a coarse fool who is bereft of the 
knowledge of self-realization and who is no more than a dancing dog in the 
hands of a woman.’



“In the Garuda Puräëa, purva 231.13, we find:

päraà gato ’pi vedänäà sarva-çästrärtha-vedy api
yo na sarveçvare bhaktas taà vidyät puruñädhamam

“‘Even though one may have gone to the other side of all the Vedas, and even 
though one is well versed in all the revealed scriptures, if one is not a 
devotee of the Supreme Lord, one must be considered amongst the lowest of 
mankind.’

“In the Çrémad-Bhägavatam, 6.1.18:



präyaçcittäni cérëäni näräyaëa-paräìmukham
na niñpunanti räjendra surä-kumbham iväpagäù

“‘My dear King, as a pot containing liquor cannot be purified even if washed 
in the waters of many rivers, non-devotees cannot be purified by processes of 
atonement even if they perform them very well, again and again.’

“Further, in the Skanda Puräëa, as quoted in Hari-bhakti-viläsa, 10.312, we 
see:



hanti nindati vai dveñöi    vaiñëavän näbhinandati
krudhyate yäti no harñaà     darçane patanäni ñaö

“‘The six causes of degradation and fall-down are to strike a Vaiñëava, to 
criticize him, to hate him, to not welcome or greet him upon sight, to show 
anger to him, and not to be happy upon seeing him.’

“You see, Digambara, it is most inauspicious for the jéva to associate with 
such spiritually destitute persons. 

What can be the benefit of living in the society of such despicable 
company?”



Digambara, “Imagine, we came to meet you as a decent gentleman!

 However, according to you we have become a coarse and uncouth cripple! 

Just as well! Kindly stay here and associate with your ‘pure’ Vaiñëavas, I am 
returning to my home.”

Advaita däsa could see that the exchange was concluding and thought it best 
to finish with some kind parting words. 

He said, “You must go home, but you are my childhood friend, seen again 
after such a long time. I do not feel like letting you go. 



You have so kindly come to see me; will you not stay a little longer and take 
prasädam with us?”

Digambara, “Brother Kälidäsa, you know that I cannot digest any outside 
food, besides I eat only haviñya, sacrificial food, and I have already taken 
before I came here. 

Indeed, I was very glad to see you and will come again when I have some 
leisure time. 

I cannot spend the night here because I must perform certain disciplines, 
handed down to me by my guru. So I will take my leave now.”



Advaita däsa, “Come, I will accompany you to your boat.”

Digambara, “No, no, it’s all right. Continue with your work. I have a few 
persons along with me.”

With these parting words, Digambara walked quickly away, humming to 
himself a song about Kälé-mä. 

Advaita däsa quietly went back to his kuöéra. 

He sat down peacefully and began to chant kåñëa-näma.
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