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Yet, on account of the ill influence ot the deteriorating times, the deluded
brahmana unfortunately accepts reinitiation by bogus non-Vedic methods
and rejects his original vaisnava-dharma.

—

However, this small number of mislead vaisnava-brahmanas must not lead
you to draw a wrong conclusion.” N

Caturbhuja, “Why do the majority of the Vaisnavas apparently come {rom
the lower castes?”

—

Vaisnava dasa Babaji, “There is no doubt ahout it. Most persons from the
lower castes readily accept their meek and stricken position, thus evoking
‘the compassion of the Vaisnava sadhus.




No one can become a Vaisnava without first receiving the mercy of the
Vaisnavas.

A person cannot become humble, if he is intoxicated with high caste,
position, lineage, wealth, etc.

——

Such persons devoid of humility are not likely to attract the mercy of the
Vaisnavas.”

Caturbhuja, “I think T have heard enough about this topic. I see you are
gradually leading the conversation to the subject of the disparaging scriptural

quotes about the brahmanas of Kali-yaga:




[ feel extremely disheartened when I hear those scriptural quotes, such as the
one in the Varaha Purama—

=

raksasah kalim asritya
jayante brahma-yonisu

“Demons, taking advantage of Kali-yuga, take birth in brahmana families.’

~———

“Therefore, I want to go on to other topics. Why do the Vaisnavas disregard
Sri Sankaracarya a fathomless ocean of knowledge?”




Vaisnava dasa Babaji, "1 am surprised to nhear this. We regard Sankaracarya as
an incarnation of Lord Siva.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has instructed us to honour him as an acarya.

We reject only the philosophy of mayavada preached by him.

This mayavada philosophy is not rooted in the Vedas; it is merely a disguised
form of Buddhism.

In order to keep the demons and atheists deluded and in ignorance, the
Bhagavan instructed Sr1 Sankaracarya to pervert the philosophy of the Vedas
and the Gita bv propacatine monisin.




How can we fault the acarya on this account and thus censure him?

“Lord Buddha was also an incarnation of the Supreme Lord, widely

broadcasting a philosophy which went against the Vedic tenets.

However, does any civilized person castigate him for it?

One may argue that such actions of Bhagavan and Lord Siva are not well
planned because they are discriminatory.

My answer is that Bhagavan is the well-wishing universal father and Lord
Siva His chief executive:

=



They are both omniscient, all auspicious and can never make the mistake ot
being prejudiced.

Those amongst the human beings who are ignorant and small-minded
cannot appreciate the profundity of Their works and so they end up foolishly
berating the Lord and His pure devotee.

“A knowledgeable person must not make loose comments such as: ‘This act
ol Isvara was not appropriate; He should have done this or that.’

Human beings cannot hazard opinions on topics beyond the jurisdiction of
their limited intellect.




We, the human beings, can neither fully fathom the reason for our existence,
nor understand the expediency of our extinction at the time of maha-pralaya,
total annihilation.

Yet, all this is a part of the pastimes of Sri Bhagavan. The devotees of Sri Hari

simply relish hearing about His pastimes, never quarrelling or disagreeing
with them.”

Caturbhuja, “Yet, why do you say that the mayavada philosophy is contrary
to the ethics of the Vedas, Vedanta, and Gita?”




Vaisnava dasa-Babaji, “After properly scrutinizing the Upanisads and the
Vedanta-suitra can you pinpoint verses or aphorisms in support of the
mayavada theory?

[ will shed appropriate light on their meanings.

Initially, some hint of mayavada thought can be detected in certain Vedic

verses, but again, if these verses are seen in their entirety and in their full
context, even these hints quickly evaporate.”

Caturbhuja, “Frankly speaking, I have studied neither the Upanisads, nor the

Vedanta-satra; yet I am well prepared for any discussion upon nyaya, for I
am conversant in sophism and dialectics.




I have browsed through the Gita, but do not possess a fair grasp of its
importance, therefore I admit defeat.

“Oh yes! There is another matter I would like to hear about from you, as I
am sure a pandita of your stature will be able to make me understand.

Why do the Vaisnavas honour only visnu-prasada and disregard the prasada
of the devas and devis?”

Vaisnava dasa Babaji, “First of all, I am not a pandita, [ am a very ignorant
man.



You must understand that whatever I speak is on the strength of the mercy
of my guru, Srila Paramaharnsa Premadasa Babajl.

The sastras are a vast, unlimited ocean—no single person could possibly
st\cry them all entirely.

Srila Gurudeva has churned this ocean and given me the essence. which 1
have received fully confident that this siddhanta is concordant with the
entirety ol sastra.

“Now, the answer to your question: ‘Do the Vaisnavas disregard the prasada
remnants ol the devas and devis?’




Sri Krsna is the only and uncontested Supreme Personality of Godhead.

All devas and devis are His devotees, solely owned by Him. Certainly,
Vaisnavas always honour and never deride the prasada remnants of devotees.

“Devotion to the Supreme Lord is enhanced by accepting the prasada
remnants of the Lord’s devotees, known as maha-prasada.

There are, indeed, other excellent devotional objects besides the prasada
remnants; for example, the devotee’s foot-dust and his tootbath water, also

known as caranamrta, nectar from the feet.



The main point is that if a mayavadi worships or offers foodstuft to any deva,

because his consciousness is polluted by monism, the devas will reject his
worship and offering.

I can give myriad quotes from numerous $astras in support of this point, if

you require such.

“Truly, the mayavadis worship only the devas. Moreover, il one accepits
foodstutt otfered to devas by mayavadis, one’s devotion will be impaired and
one will offend Bhaktidevn.

However, when a pure Vaisnava offers Sri Krsna prasadam to the devasand
devis, they receive it jubilantty and dance with joy.




Then, in turn, when a Vaisnava accepts these remnants, he immediately
experiences exultation.

“Now see the all-powertul strength of the scriptural injunctions.

In theqoga-sastra, it is mentioned that a yoga practitioner must not take the
remnants oi adeva.

However, surely this does not imply that yogis disrespect

Yet, solitary meditation is improved if such a yogi abstains from eating such
prasada.




Similarly, on the path of bhakti, a devotee must accept prasada offered only
to Bhagavan, not to any deva or devi. Otherwise progress in one-pointed

suddha-bhakti is hindered. 4

e

Similarly, this does not indicate disregard to deva prasada.

The abstinence from deva prasada as recommended in the scriptures actually
helps the sadhakas 6 advance towards their respective spiritual goals.”

Caturbhuja, “Much obliged! 1 have understood this point. Now please tell

me why you are opposed to animal sacrifice, which is endorsed by the

SCTTpLUITS.




sacrifice is not(prescribed.

=

Vaisnava dasa @Bélﬁil‘_‘iﬁcording to the purport of the scriptures, animal
N—

The following excerpt from a verse in the Vedas denounces the killing of
animals: a

ma hirhsyat sarvani bhatani

“‘One should not commit violence to any living entity.’

“As long as the nature of a person is controlled by the gunas of tama and
raja, he remains engrossed in sex life, meat-eating, and the taking of

Intoxicants.—




The Vedas clearly do not agree with these undesirable acts.

The real opinionof the Vedas is that as long as human beings have not
elevated themselves to the level of sattva-guna and are thereby able to
renounce sex, non-vegetarian food, and the addiction of intoxication, then
they may legally marry to help themselves curb the basic instinct of sex, they
may eat only sacrificial animals as non-vegetarian food, and in specific
religious rituals they may drink wine. -

Gradually, these checks used as deterrents will fully free them from these
undesirable activities.




This is the actual Vedic understanding; the Vedas never advise the killing of animals.
For example, the Srimad-Bhagavatam, 11.5.11, states:

loke vyavayamisa-madya-seva
nitya hi jantor na hi tatra codana
vyavasthitis tesu vivaha-yajina
sura-grahair asu nivrttir ista

“In this material world the conditioned soul is always inclined to sex, meat-eating and
intoxication. Theretore, the religious scriptures never actually encourage such activities.

Although the scriptural injunctions provide for sex through sacred marriage, for meat-
eating through sacrificial offerings, and for intoxication through the acceptance of ritual
cups of wine, such ceremonies are meant for the ultimate purpose of renunciation.’



“The Vaisnavas are of the opinion that if a tamasic or rajasic person desires
to act in such irresponsible manner, let him do so.

Nevertheless, a sattvika person must refrain from these acts. Hear another
quote from the Srimad-Bhagavatam, 1.13.47, where Narada Muni gives the
instruction:

ahastani sahastanam apadani catus-padam
phalgiini tatra mahatar jivo jivasya jivanam

S

“Those who are devoid of hands are prey for those who have hands. Those

devoid of Tegs are prey for the four-legged. The weak are the subsistence of
the strong. And the general rule holds that one living being is food for

another.’




“Once again, in the Manu Smrti, 5.56, we find:

T —

na mamsa-bhaksane dose na madye na ca maithune
pravrttir esa bhutanam nivrttis tu maha-phala

“The natural propensity of human beings is toward sensual enjoyment,
meat eating, and intoxication; yet, by discarding these propensities a person
gains a wonderful fortune.”

Caturbhuja, “Very well! However, what is your attitude towards the sraddha
ceremony, the offering of oblations to the forefathers, which helps to repay
the debt of a man to his father. Why are the Vaisnavas not in favour of such
ceremonies<”




Vaisnava dasa Bébﬁ?ii “Actually, the re (Mo

performing the(Sraddha ceremony) In this context, the Srimad Bhagavatam,
1 I, states:

—

devarsi-bhuitapta-nrnam pitfnam
na kinkaro nayam rni ca rajan

“O King, one who has given up all material duties and has taken full shelter
of the lotus feet of Mukunda, who offers shelter to all, is not indebted to the
devas, great sages, ordinary living beings, relatives, friends, mankind, or even
to one’s forefathers who have passed away. Since all such classes of living

entities are part and parcel of the Supreme Lord, one who has surrerdered to

the Lord’s service has no need to serve such persons separately.’




“Therefore, a devotee who has surrendered his life to the Supreme Lord is

not required to perform the sraddha ceremony of the karma-kanda process
in order to repay the debts to the foretathers.

He is advised to simply worship the Supreme Lord and offer Him bhoga,
foodstuft.

By offering it to the Lord, the bhoga is converted into prasada and is then
offered to and partaken of by the deceased tamily members.”

Caturbhuja, “@he @ gible to ferf '-dd@@
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Vaisnava dasa Babaji, “From the

({ _ ‘
the qgantmg krsna-nama '
CONSCio 5SS, he becomes a Vaisnava at
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“One should continu © perform the Vedic ritualistic activities until one
actually becomes (detached) from material sense gratification and develops
faith in hearing and chanting about Me.””




Caturbhuja, “I am truly happy for this chance to speak with you.

I have heard a very subtle and wise analysis of these topics from you,
convincing me that you are a fine scholar and awakening, indeed, my faith in
vaisnava-dharma.

This has given me immense pleasure. Well, my dear Harihara, what need is
there for turther debate.

—

These Vaisnavas possess vast knowledge—they are the champions of
scriptural debate.




Whatever we may have to say in order to protect our hereditary brahminical
business, it is certainly an irrefutable fact that such a brilliant super-excellent
scholar and Vaisnava as Sr1 Nimai Pandita was never, nor will ever again be
born in Bengal, perhaps not throughout the entire length and breath of India.

Now let us depart to our homes across the Ganga. The day is coming to an
end.”

Caturbhuja Nyayaratna stood up with his associates, sang out, “Haribol!
Haribol!” and began to walk away.

TBEVaisnavas began to chant jubilantly, “Jay Sacinandana! Jay Sacinandana!
All glory to the son of Sacimata, Nimai!” and broke out into a stately dance.
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