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Chapter Thirteen

Nitya-dharma: Sambandha,
Abhidheya and Prayojana



— Part One: Pramana, Evidence, and Prameya, Truth

The next evening Vrajanatha came and sat down upon the platform below the
bakula tree outside the Srivasingana Temple.

The elderly Raghunatha dasa Babaji had developed a paternal affection for
Vrajanatha and was actually waiting for him.

Several times, the thoughts of Raghunatha dasa Babaji had strayed to outside
the temple in expectancy, so when he heard Vrajanatha’s arrival, he ﬂ&kly
came out ol tlreangana and greeted him witharr atfectionate-hug.




Raghunatha dasa Babaii then steered Vrajanatha towards his personal bhajana-

kutira, which was at the side of the temple courtyard surrounded by jasmine
trees, and invited him to sit down-

Vrajanatha reached down and touched BabijT’s feet.

After taking Babajr’s footdust and smearing it upon his head, Vrajanatha felt

greatly elated and said submissively, “Respected Babajl, kindly instruct me
upon_the Dasa- mulam which contain the essence of the teachings ol

Nimai Pandita, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.”




The heart of the religious patriarch exulted upon hearing the words of the
younger man, which revealed his sincere desire to learn.

He replied, “My son, I will now impart to you the philosophy ot Dasa-mila.

You are a scholar, ponder over the philosophy contained within the following
verse, which presents the ten doctrines concisely and displays their

importance:




@mnayal rahg attvan (harlm 1hCa>paramam> rvz@ kti \ﬁsa hlﬁ
tad bhintramsams ca jivan zﬁakrtl-kavallta@g -vimurktams)ca bhavat

@ hedabedha-prakasam sakalam api hare hanar suddha—bhaktlm@
adhyam tat-pritim evé{y upadls% anarn aura-candrah svayam sah>

®

“The Vedic knowledge that is received through the system of guru-
parampara, disciplic succession, is known as amnaya, the most authoritative

and exhaustive wisdom. Pramzng | Pralde mww@
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The Vedas, known as the sruti, and the smrti scriptures, {jor example the

Srimad Bhagavatam, which are fully in line with the $rud, are essentially

transcendental and are thus presented as the pramana, proof and evidence.
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The directly perceivable truths propounded and evidenced by the pramana are
designated as the prameya.

They are nine in number:

=

§ (1) parama-tattva, Sri Hari is the Supreme Absolute Truth;

(2) sarva-saktiman, Sri Hari is omnipotent:

(3) akila-rasamrta-sindhu, Sri Hari is the shoreless ocean of unlimited
nectarean, mellows:




are Sr1 Hari’s eternally separated parts and parcels and comprise His jiva-
Sakti;

BN

;(4) vibhinnams$a-tattva, the entire range of liberated and conditioned jivas

\(5) baddha-jiva, the conditioned jiva is infected by maya;

(6) mukta-jiva, the liberated jiva is free from maya;

Wtya-bhedébheda-tatwa, all creation either material or spiritual is a
manifestation of Sr1 Hari’s inconceivable potency, which is simultaneously
different and non-different from the Lord Himself;




\(%ddha-bhakti, bhakti is the only sadhana; and

\(,Q?k/rsna-priti, krsna-prema alone is the ultimate sadhya.

—

—

These nine items of prameya plus the first item of pramana, the Vedas,
collectively comprise the ten items known as the Dasa-miula, the ten root
truths expounded by Sri Krsna Caitanya.’

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead Sri Gauracandra has personally given
these ten doctrines of Dasa-miila to the faithful jivas.

S—




The first of these ten doctrines enunciated in the above introductory verse is
the pramana-tattva and the following nine doctrines are the prameya-tattva.

Therefore, the nine items of knowledge that are proven by the presentation of
pramana are known as prameya.

And the evidence upon which the prameya is authoritatively established is
known as pramana.

“The above verse is the introductory summary of the Dasa-mila doctrines.



Alter this verse, the first verse of the actual Dasa-mula begins and describes
the various kinds of evidence.

The seven following verses, that is verses second to eighth, delineatethe
sambandha-tattva, the prmcqgle of eternal interrelationships between ISvara,
the multifarious energies of Isvara, and the jiva.

—

The ninth verse discusses the abhidheya-tattva, the principle of absolute

compulsory spiritual duties and the practice of those duties on the basis of
sambandha-tattva.

The tenth and final verse establishes the prayojana-tattva, the pr1nc1ple of
indispensable necessity, that is the goal of spiritual practice, krsna-prema.’




Attentively hearing this elucidation, Vrajanatha commented, “Respected
Babaji, I do not have any further questions at this point. -

—

After listening to the elaboration upon the first verse, I will present before you
whatever requires clarification.”

p—

Raghunatha dasa Babaji replied, “That is a good idea. Now hear the first main
verse, Dasa-mula 1

—




svatah siddho vedo hari-dayita-vedhah-prabhrtitah
pramanar sat praptah pramiti-visayars tan-nava-vidhan
tatha-pratyaksadi-pramiti-sahitam sadhayati no
na yuktis tarkakhya pravisati tatha-sakti-rahita

“The Vedic knowledge which Lord Brahma and his disciplic succession

received by the mercy of the Supreme Lord, Sri Hari, is self-evidently perfect
This absolutely authoritative and exhaustive knowledge establishes, with
help of its self-effulgent and directly percelvﬁﬁy truths, the nine principles g of

prameya-tattva. I he methods of logical debate and specula ion are incapable
of correctly ascertaining the inconceivable spiritual subject matter.’




Vrajanatha, “Is there any proof in the Vedas of a disciplic chain starting from
Lord Brahma?”

Raghunatha dasa Babaji, “Yes, the Mundaka Upanisad, 1.1.1, states:




brahma devanam prathamah sambabhuiva visvasya karta bhuvanasya gopta
sa brahma-vidyam sarva-vidya-pratistham atharvaya jyestha-putraya praha

“Lord Brahma, the creator and protector of this universe, appeared prior to

any other creature and from the lotus sprouting out of the Supreme Lord’s
navel. He initiated his eldest son Atharva in the science of the Absolute

Truth, known as brahma-vidya, the repository of all branches of knowledge.’




“In the same text, Mundaka Upanisad, 1.2.13, we tind:

yenaksaram purusam veda satyam provaca tam tattvato brahma-vidyam

“The spiritual science brahma-vidya. knowledge coupled with loving
devotion to the Supreme lLord that reveals the infallible Supreme Truth as
directly perceivable, is instructed to the disciple by a bona-fide spiritual
master well versed in the philosophy ot Krsna consciousness.’

Vrajanatha, “Have you any evidence that the rsis have extracted the essence
from the Vedas and compiled it within the smrti scriptures?”




Raghunatha dasa Babaj, “The crest jewel ol all scriptures, the Srimad
Bhagavatam, 11.14.3-4, states:

kalena nasta pralaye vaniyam veda-samjiita
mayadau brahmane prokta dharmo yasyarm mad-atmakah

o

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead said, “O Uddhava! By the influence of
time, the transcendental sound of Vedickmowledge, which propounds the
nitya-dharma_and thus inspires attachment to Me, was lost at the time eof
annihilation. Therefore, when the subsequent creation took place, I spoke the
Vedic knowledge to Brahma because 1 Myself am the religious principles,

which are enunciated in the Vedas;




tena prokta sva-putraya manave pirva-jaya sa
tato bhrgv-adayo 'grhnan sapta brahma-maharsayah

“’Lord Brahma later spoke this Vedic knowledge to his eldest son, Manu, and

the seven great sages headed by Bhrgu Muni then accepted the same
knowledge from Manu.”™

Vrajanatha, “What was the reason for starting the system of disciplic
succession?”

Raghunatha dasa Babaji, “In this world, many people are misled to the
perverted path of mayavadi phllOSOU




If a disciplic succession and-thereby a saciety of devotees uncorrupted by the

scourge of mayavadi views did not exist, sat-sanga would be a rarity.

The Padma Purana reiterates this point:

—

sampradaya-vihina ye mantras te nisphalah matah
sri-brahma-rudra-sanaka vaisnavah ksiti-pavanah

“Dikéa mantras received from acaryas coming in the line of a bona fide
disciplic succession have full spiritual potency; others are impotent and
cannot give any spiritual benetit.




There are four bona fide sampradayas:

the Sri-sampradaya also known as the Laksmi-sampradaya, the main acarya
being Sr1 Ramanuja;

the Brahma-sampradaya, the main acarya being, Sri Madhava;

————

the Rudra-sampradaya, the main dcarya being, Sri Visnu Svami; and

the Catuhsana-sampradaya, also known as the Sanaka-sampradaya, the main
acarya being Sri Nimbarka. _




These four Vaisnava sampradayas are the liberators of this world.’

“Of these, the Brahma-sampradaya is the oldest. This unbroken chain of
successive spiritual preceptors continues ‘till this day.

The foolprootf process of guru-parampara sampradaya, the spiritual system of
disciplic succession, ensures that the knowledge and words of all the prime
ancient scriptures of yore, such as the Vedas, Vedanga, and Vedanta, remain
complete and in their original form without interpolation or change.

Hence, all the Vedic mantras contained in the literatures of the bona fide
sampradayas are undoubtedly authentic. —




In this way, the system of sampm@ and since time
immemorial has remained a most dynamic and (inidispensable element in the

. . ” N—
society of saintly souls. —

Vrajanatha, “Is the sampradaya chain completely linked—an unbroken line of
acaryas?”

Raghunatha dasa Babaji, “The_names of the most prominent acaryas, who
appeared at intervals;have been recorded in an authoritative list.”

Vrajanatha, “I am very keen to hear the names of the acaryas in the

sampradaya of Lord Brahma.”




Raghunatha dasa Babaji, “Then kindly listen:

S——

para-vyomesvarasyasic chisyo brahma jagat-patih
tasya Sisyo narado ‘bhud vyasas tasyapa Sisyatam

——

““The_disciple of the Tord of the spiritual planets, Vaikuntha-loka, the

Supreme Godhead, Sr1 Narayana, was Lord Brahma, the creator of this WOI‘ld.ﬁ
Lord Brahma’s disciple was Sri Narada, and Sr1 Vyasadeva accepted initiation

to become the disciple of Narada.




Suko vyasasya Sisyatvarh prapto jianavarodhatat
vyasal labd@rsna—fﬁlg madhvacaryo maha-yasah

“To arrest the propagation of impersonal empirical knowledge, Sri Sukadeva
Gosvami became the disciple of Sri Vyasadeva. The illustrious Sri
Madhvacarya later took initiation from Sri Vyasadeva into the science of Krsna
consciousness. Sr1 Narahari became the twice-born disciple of Madhvacarya.




tasya Sisyo naraharis tac-chisyo madhavo dvijah
aksobhyas tasya Sisyo ‘bhut tac-chisyo jayatirthakah

“Sr1 Madhava Vipra was the disciple of Sri Narahari. Sri Aksobhya then became
the disciple of Madhava Vipra. The disciple of Aksobhya was Sri Jayatirtha.

tasya Sisyo jianasindhus tasya sisyo mahanidhih
vidyanidhis tasya sisyo rajendras tasya sevakah

“The disciple of Sri Jayatirtha was _Sri Jianasindhu. The disci Ele of
Jaanasindhu was Sri Mahanidhi, and Sri Vidyanidhi was the disciple of
Mahanidhi. Sri Rajendra was the devoted disciple of Sri Vidyanidhi.




jayadharmo munis tasya Sisyo yad gana-madhyatah
Srimad-visnupurl yas tu ‘bhakti-ratnavali-krtih

“’Srj Jayadharma Muni was to become the disciple of Sri Rajendra. Among the
many disciples and followers of Sr1 Jayadharma Muni, Sr1 Visnu Purl was a
prominent acarya and wrote the famous book Bhakti-ratnavali.

—

jayadharmasya Sisyo ‘bhiid brahmanah purusottamah
vyasa-tirthas tasya sisyo yas cakre’visnu-sarmhitam

“The disciple of Sri Jayadharma Muni was Sri Brahmanya Purusottama whose
disciple was Sr1 Vyasa-tirtha who composed the treatise Visnu-samhitam.

=




Srimal laksmipatis tasya Sisyo bhakti-rasasrayah
tasya Sisyo madhavendro yad-dharmo ‘yam pravartitah

“Sr1 Vyasa-tirtha’s disciple was Sri Laksmipati and Sri Madhavendra Puri, an

embodiment of devotional rasa, became his disciple. e science of pure
devotional service was propagated by Srila Madhavendra Puri.” -

Vrajanitha, “In the first Dasa-mila Sloka, the Vedas are declared as the only
pramana.




Pratyaksa-paramam, the evidence from direct perception, has been relegated
to the position of being a subordinate pramana of the Vedas.

However, in the philosophical schools of nyaya and sankhya, etc., there is a
larger group of pramanas. h

e

Even the followers of the Puranas have enumerated at least eight pramanas:
pratyaksa, direct perception; anumana, interence; upamana, ﬁlogy; Sabda,
knowledge revealed through sound; aitihya, traditional knowledge;
anupalabdhe, knowledge deduced from the non-perceived; arthapatti,
derivative knowledge; and sambhava, probability. -

“Why are there contlicting views on this point?



Furthermore, if pratyaksa, direct perception, and anumana, inference, are not

acknowledged as principal pramanas, how is knowledge to be communicated
and perceived? Kindly make me understand this point.”
on T
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Raghunatha dasa Babaji, “Pratyaksa, anumana, etc., are éentienb pramanas,
entirely dependent upon sense perception.

However, the senses of the jiva are imperfect because of the four innate
shortcomings:




bhrama, the tendency to be illusioned;

pramada, the tendency to make mistakes because of illusion and inattention;

©

vipralipsa, the tendency to cheat; and

©

karanapatava, the limitations of inadequate and imperfect senses.

——

ag—



“Consequently, how can knowledge or information, communicated through
these imperfect senses, be accurate and authentic?

S SR SO
[t is, however, the great spiritual preceptors and wise sages deeply absorbed in

gledltatlon that have received the absolutely perfect knowledge in the Iorm ol
the Vedas, revealed to them by the omnipotent and fully independent

Qprem\eGodhegd, who personally appeared in their hearts.

In this way, this flawless knowledge is accepted from the Lord without the
disturbances caused by the limitations of the material senses.”

[ —

Vrajanatha, “Please explain the four human failings you have just mentioned,

in detail.”




Raghunatha dasa Babaji, “The inadequate sense organs of the jiva sometimes
have Tallacious, Tﬁsory perceptions upon coming into contact with matter,
these misconceptions are known as bhrama.

For example, the eye mistakes a mirage in a desert for water.

“Further, the mundane intelligence of the jiva is limited by nature.

Therefore, he draws mistaken, erroneous conclusions if he attempts to probe
the unlimited potencies of the Supreme Lord.




For example, in the matter of the Lord’s supreme dominion, the jiva enquires
with an intelligence restricted by the mundane concepts of time and space and
theretore draws mistaken conclusions.

These mistakes of inadvertence are called pramada.

“Doubts, suspicion, reluctance to believe, and cheating constitute vipralipsa.

“Finally, the physical senses are incompetent and impertect, and wrong

decisions are often made because of the erroneous and limited information
received from them in certain circumstances. This is called karanapatava.”




Vrajanatha, “"Does this mean that pratyaksa and the other related pramanas,
such as anumana, have no relevance?”

—

Raghunatha dasaBabaji;—“Is the cultivation of material, empirical knowledge
available with any means other than pratyaksa, etc?

In understanding the spiritual world, however, pratyaksa is impotent.

p—

The Vedas are the only evidence, which is qualified for transcendental topics.

If knowledge acquired through the evidences of pratyaksa, anumana, etc.,
correspond with the perfect teachings of the Vedas, then of course we are

dutv-bound to accept such evidences.



Consequently the seli-perfected Vedas, su_p_p.g_];ted by the subordinate
(@yaksa ev1den?es\c\re the only true evidence.”

—

Vrajanatha, “Are scriptures such as the Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam,
and so on, not true evidences?”

Raghunitha dasa Babaji, “The Bhagavad-gita was directly spoken by the
Supreme Lord Sri Krsna, therefore it is as good as the Vedas and thus it has
been named the Gitopanisad.

Similarly, the doctrines ot the Dasa-miula were spoken by the Supreme Lord
Sri Caitanya so they also are as good as the Vedas.
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