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What are Avataras?

Text-1

athävatäräù kathyante 
kåñëo yeñu ca puñkalaù

Among the avatäras described (atha avatäräù kathyante), Kåñëa is
svayaà-rüpa, the complete avatäré, the basis of all other forms
(kåñëo yeñu ca puñkalaù).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• By previously describing Kåñëa as svayam, it is understood
that Kåñëa is the root of all the avatäras.

• Now begins a description of the avatäras.

• It may be objected that Kåñëa is also glorified as one of the
avatäras. This verse responds.

• Occasionally he is counted as an avatära because of
appearing in this world like the others.

• He however is puñkala, svayaà-rüpa.

• Haima says puñkalas tu püraëe, çreñöhe: puñkala means
complete or best



What are Avataras?

Text-2

tal-lakñaëam –
pürvoktä viçva-käryärthaà 

apürvä iva cet svayam |
dväräntareëa väviùsyur 

avatäräs tadä småtäù

If the forms previously described (svayaà-rüpa, tad-ekätma or
äveça) (pürvoktä cet) appear in this world (äviù syuh) as ever-
unique (apürvä iva), either directly or through an agent (svayam
vä dväräntareëa), for certain purposes in the material world
(viçva-käryärthaà), they are known as avatäras (avatäräs tadä
småtäù).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• If (cet) the forms previously described such as svayaà-rüpa
(pürvoktä) appear (äviùsyuù) in this world directly (svayam)
or through an agent (dväräntareëa) they are considered
avatäras.

• The form that descends from the spiritual world to the
material world is called an avatära.

• Matsya and Haàça, who appeared directly for Brahmä,
manifested forms without a visible source, according to
Mahäbhärata and other scriptures, whereas Garbhodakaçäyé-
viñëu appears from Käraëodakaçäyé-viñëu.

• Kåñëa appears from Vasudeva, and Räma appears through
Daçaratha.

• What is their purpose?
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• They appear to produce the universe or to perform activities
within the universe (viçva-käryärtham).

• That means they appear to produce mahat-tattva by agitating
prakåti (Mahäviñëu) or to satisfy the devatäs by killing the
sinful, to give bliss to the devotees longing to see the Lord by
becoming visible to them, and to preach pure bhakti.

• Apürvä iva means that they appear ever-unique, as if not
having appeared before.

• Thus they are all remarkable.



What are Avataras?

Text-3

tac ca dväraà tad-ekätma-
rüpas tad-bhakta eva ca |
çeña-çäyy-ädiko yadvad

vasudevädiko ’pi ca

The agent of the Lord’s appearance (tac ca dväraà) may be a tad-
ekätma-rüpa (the Lord) or a devotee (tad-ekätma-rüpas tad-
bhakta eva ca). Mahäviñëu lying on Çeña is an example of the tad-
ekätma-rüpa agent (cause of Garbhodakaçäyé-viñëu) (çeña-çäyy-
ädiko yadvad) and Vasudeva (father of Kåñëa) is an example of a
devotee acting as agent (vasudevädiko ’pi ca).

• This verse explains the agents of the Lord’s appearance. The
term is explained fully.



What are Avataras?

Text-4

puruñäkhyä guëätmano
lélätmänaç ca te tridhä

There are three types of avatära (te tridhä): puruñävatäras,
guëävatäras and lélävatäras (puruñäkhyä guëätmano lélätmänaç
ca).

• This verse classifies the avatäras.



What are Avataras?

Text-5

präyaù sväàçäs tathäveçä 
avatärä bhavanty amé |

atra yaù syät svayaàrüpaù 
so ’gre vyaktébhaviñyati

The avatäras are generally the sväàça and äveça forms (präyaù
sväàçäh tathäveçä amé avatärä bhavanty). The appearance of the
svayaà-rüpa as avatära (yaù svayaàrüpaù atra vyaktébhaviñyati)
will be explained later (sah agre syät).
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• Sväàça refers to Saìkarñaëa lying on Çeña and others. (Çeña
here is the Lord not a jéva)

• Äveça refers to Närada, the Kumäras, Påthu and others.

• “Generally” means that sometimes the svayaà-rüpa appears.

• Atra means “among the avatäras.”

• The description of the appearance of the svayam-rüpa will
occur after the discussion of the Lord of Vaikuëöha (in
Chapter Five).


