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The purusa is described in the Visnu Purdna (tatra purusa-laksanam, yatha
Sri-visnu-purane):
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I offer my respects to the indestructible T.ord (fasmai nato ’smi) &1_(_12‘1
avyayaya purusaya WS a portion of Krsna (y , who
partakes of material creation through-his-glance (anuguna-_bl_mg) Who is one
but is many (eka eva bahudha), because of manifesting many arnsas (mirti-
Vlbhaga-bhedalh) who IS pure but appears_impure (Suddho ’py asuddha
iva), who is full of knowledge (jfiananvitah), and who is the cause of
diﬁribu?ing all Tiving entities (sakala-sattva-vibhiiti-karta). Visnu Purana
586t — B




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

e Sridhara Svami comments that this verse is continuous with the
previous verse concerning the Supreme Lord.

* This verse describes the purusavataras according to the Visnu Purana.

There is a description of The Stpreme Lord previous to_this in the
Visnu Purana: - W —D Noé58 fe  gurte 6k Pu~ussutaves
TR
nanto ’sti yasya na ca yasya samuddbhavo ’sti
vrddhir na yasya parinama-vivarjitasya
napaksayarh ca samupaity avikalpa-vastu
yas tam nato ’smi purusottamadyam idyam.
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| offer respects to the worshipable Lord (tam idyam nato ’smi) who is the
source of the purusavataras (yah purusottamadyam), who has no
destruction (yasya na antah asti), no creation (na ca yasya samuddbhavo
asti), no increase (na yasya vrddhir), no transformation into something
else (parinama-vivarjitasya), no decay (napaksayarh ca samupaity) and
Who is without doubt real (avikalpa-vastu).
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Yah refers to a portion of the Lord.

Anuguna means continuous material giinas.

He is responsible for starting the material manifestation made of gunas

by his glance and maintaining control over it.

Though he is one, without giving up that oneness, he becomes many
by arhsas he shows dilferent forms (marti-vibhaga-bhedaih).

He is the cause of distribution of all life forms (sakala-satgva;vibhﬁti-

karta). g

But would he not become contaminated because of his contact with
matter?

The verses says that he is pure, though appearing impure, because he
performs ‘the creation of the universe by his will alone. and though he

enters the universe he does not touch it because of his acintya- -Sakti.
S
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Here 1s an explanatory verse (tatra karika):

He is known as the purusa (purusah smrtah) who manifests
many avataras (yah nana avatarah), who glances over matter fo
manifest the universe from prakrti (tad-iksadi-krtir), who
maintains its transformations (prﬁdhﬁna—guna—bhég iva), and who
is the amsa ol Krsna (paramesa amsa-rapah).
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This verse clarities the meaning.

Karika is a commentary.
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Amara-kosa says karika SM@ arika means torture

and repetition.
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In this way the characteristics of the three purusas have been
shown.
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/ @Xavataratvaﬁca Sri—bhéﬁwate
dvitrya-skandhe —
adyo ’vatarah purusah parasya iti

The Second Canto—ef Bhigavatam (Sri-bhagavate dvitiya-

skandhe) describes the purusas as avataras (asya avataratvam):

The first purusavatara of Krsna is Maha-visnu (adioj
(4]
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* Parasya refers to Krsna, the source of the avataras.
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ha satvata-tahtre —
visnos tu trini rapani purusakhyapuy atho viduh |

\sﬁ ekam tu mahatah srastr dvitiyam fantu-samsthitam |
2 trttyam sarva-bhutastham tani jatva vimucyate || iti
he types ol purusavatara are dg¢scribed in the Satvatgftantra

(tasya ca bhedah, yatha satvata-taptre )i
The&, wise know (atho viduh) t the purusa consisty of three

A

form\s\ of the original Visnu arsang (visnos tu triﬁi riapani
purus ny). The first is the c} of the mahat-tattvaNekam

tu mahatgh srastr). The second|is situated within the universe
(dvitiyamn Cantx§amsthitan)). The third is situated within each
living entity (trtlyam sarva-bhutastharh). Knowing these three,
one becomes liberated (tani jAatva vimucyate).
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The creator of the mahat-tattva is the antaryami_ofyprakrti
called Sankarsana (Maha Visng).ﬁ NI R

The second is the antaryami of Brahma and is called
Prgdyum_r;a (Garbhodakasayi-visnu).

The third is the antaryami of all jivas and is called Aniruddha
(Ksjrodakaéayi-visnu) .




