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\ tatra prathamam, yathalkadase -
bhiitair yada paficabhir atma-srstaih
purarm viradjam viracayya tasmin |
svamsena vistah purusﬁrbhidhﬁnam
avapa narayana adidevah | ’
— —— o Ce
The first purusa is described in the Elefenth Cango of Bhagavatam
(tatra prathamam, yatha ekadase);
When the primeval Lord (Nérééna (yada parayana adidevah)
created His universal body (virajam purany viracayya) out of the
five elements _produced from Himself (Atma-srstaih paficabhir
bhiitair) and then entered within that funiversal body (tasmin
vistah) by His own plenary portion (svaksena), He thus became
known as the purusa (purusa abhidhanam avapa). SB 11.4.3
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* Narayana is called adideva (original god) because he has his

own inherent powers.
ey
* When Sankﬁma Yéltmal created the abode of the universe
out of the five elements generated by (srstaih) himself, and
entered the universe as Pradyvumna, that form became knowmn

as the purusa. D -
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/ rahma-samhitayam ca —
tasminn avirabhul 1i_1_'l§e maha-visnur jagat-patih ||
sahasra-$irsa purusa ity arabhya
narayanah sa bhagavan apas tagmat sapatanat |
avirasan karanarnonidhih sankarsanatmakah |
yoga-nidrarh gatas tasmin sahasramsah svayarn mahan ||
tad-roma-bila-jalesu bijamh sankarsanasya ca |
haimany andani jatani maha-bhatavrtani tu || ity etad antam

Brahma-sarhita also describes this first purusa (brahma-sarhitayam ca):

Having previously been in another form (covered by effulgence) (implied), Mahavisnu, the lord of all
living entities (maha-visnur jagat-patih), appeared in the lorm of Narayana (tasminn linge
avirabhiid). This form of Mahavisnu, the soul of The universe, creates coumnticss universes. Because he
has_countless avatara forms within the universes, he is said to _have countless heads, countless eyes,
countless feet and countless arms (sahasra-sirsa purusa ity arabhya). The sypreme lord is called

Narayana (sah_bhagavan narayanah) because the waters of the Karana ocean arise from his eternal

form (tasmat sanatanat karanarnonidhih apah avirasan). The waters are non-different from
Sanikarsana (sankarsanatmakah). Ihis Mahavisnu lies in yoga-nidra in this ocean (syayarh mahan
tasmin yoga-nidram gatah). Countless avataras reside in him (sahasramsah). The seed in the form of
the mass of jivas (bijam) lay within the hair holes of Sankarsana (Mahavisnu) since the time of the
previous devastatlon'gzﬁ sankarsanasy}{roma ilajjalesu)). (When he placed the jivas into prakrti Ry
his glance) prakrti todk the form of golden eggs' thaimany andani Ete‘mi), the primitive forms_of
universes, covered with the five great elements before they combine and become functional (maha-

Phttavrtani tu). Brahma-samhita 5.10-13

—
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 Mahavisnu or Sankarsana appeared visibly, as a form of
Narayana, expanded from Krsna’s original form, representing
him (tasmin linge).

* This form appeared for glancing over prakrti. But in the
Visnu Purana it is said:

apo nara iti prokta apo vai nara-siinavah
tasya ta ayanarh purvam tena narayanah smrtah

The wordfapah|and fnara are synonymous for “water” (apo nara

iti proktﬁjgince ‘the waters are considered the sons of Nara, the

primevaT male or Mahavisnu (apo vai nara-sunavah). Since

these waters take shelter (ayana) of Mahavisnu from the ancient

past (tasya ta ayanarh purvam), he is called Narayana (tgl
_narayanah smrtah). Visnu Purana 1.4.6




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

So what connection has the verse with this definition of
Narayana?

Thus Brahma-sarmhita gives a similar explanation.

“The supreme lord is called Narayana because the waters of
the Karana ocean arise {from his eternal form.”

Because the water arose from Sankarsana it is considered
non-ditferent from Sankarsana (sankarsanatmaka).

He lies slegingL (yoga-nidram) in that ocean (tasmin) on his
be@ of Sesa.

The word Narayana is used suitably to denote Sankarsana
lying on the causal ocean (which takes shelter of him).

———
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He has countless ams$as such as Pradyuimna.

v
His activity is described.

Lying on his bed of Sesa he glanced over prakrti.

By that glance he placed the group of small jivas, who are the
seed of the universe (bijam), and who were lying in his hair
pores during pralaya, into the womb of prakrti. (These words
are supplied to the verse to complete the meaning.)

Then the golden globes appeared.

The rest is cleax,
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lingam atra svayam-riupasyanga-bheda udiritah

Lingam refers (lingam atra) to a form different irom the original

(svayam-rupasyanga-bheda udiritah).

* Jiva Goswami explains in his commentary on Brahma-
samhita that Mahavisnu becomes covered with effulgence at
the time of placing the jivas in prakrti, and thus his form
becomes indistinct at that time. This is called linga.
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dvitivain, vatha tatraiva tad-anantarai —

pratyekam evam ekamsad ekamsad visati svavam

The second form of the purusa is also_described in Brahma-
samhita (dvitiyam, yatha fafraiva):

Eternal Mahavisnu, the soul of the universes with countless heads
(tad-anantarar), enters (visati svayam) into each of these

universal eggs (pratyekam) by means of expanded forms (evam
ekamsad Eké{hééd). Brahma-samhita 5.14
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Another version has pratyandam instead of pratyekam.

Svayam means svayam prabhuh and refers to Mahavisnu.

Thus (evam) after placing the jivas in prakrti by his glance,
he enters into each of the universes (pratyekam), appearing
in each one as Pradyumna (ekarmsad).

¥ GN
He enters into each of the universes by these amsa formes.
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L garbhodaka-sayah padmanabho ’sav aniruddhakah |

iti narayanepakhryamna ukiam moksa-dharmake |

SO 'yaii hiranyagarbhasya pradyumnatve niyamakah

In_the story of Narayana in Moksa-dharma (moksa-dharmake
naravanopakhyana) it is said (iti_uktarn) that the Visnu lying in

the Garbhodaka with the lotus growing from his navel (asav
garbhodaka-savah  padmanabhah) is__ called Aniruddha
(aniruddhakah). But he is actually the form known as Pradyumna
(sah _ayam pradyumnatve), and is the producer and antaryami of
Brahma (hiranyagarbhasya nlyamM)

DAEND — Fus— 6 TLe 9V e
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« In the Narayaniya section of the Mahabharata the second
purusa is described:

asman mirti$ caturthiya sasrjac che_s_am_asqzagzam
sa hi sankarsanah proktah pradyumnarh so ’py ajijanat

pradyumnac caniruddho ’hari sargo mama punah punah
aniruddhat tatha brahma Tan-nabhi-kamalodbhavah

The fourth form created the indestructible Sesa (asman
caturthiya murtih sasrjat sesam avyayam), and is called
Sankarsana (sa hi sankarsanah). He gave birth to Pradyumna
(sah apy pradyumnam ajijanat). From Pradyumna appear ;d

myself ha (pradyumnac caniruddho aham). I carry out

creation repeatedly (sargo mama punah punah). Brahma arose

from the navel of Aniruddha (amiruddbat tatha brahma tan-

nabhi-kamalodbhavah). Mahabharata Santi-parva 339.70-72
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aniruddho bi lokanarh mahan armeri kathyate

yo ’sau vyaktatvam apanno nirmame ca pitamaham

Aniruddha ) who, equipped with power of manifestation (yah asau
vyaKtatvarn Brahma (nirmame ca pitamaham), is called the great soul

of the worlds (lokanam mahan atmeti kathyate). Mahabharata Santl-parva 340.27-28

* Bhagavatam also describes the second purusa: — f‘&é"e 2 %‘ow 8%.

yasyambhasi sayanasya yoga-nidram vitanvatah
nabhi-hradambujad asid brahma visva-srjam patih

yasyavayava-samsthanaih kalpito loka-vistarah
tad vai bhagavato rapam visuddham sattvam urjitam

A part of the purusa lies down within the water of the universe (yasyambhasi Sayanasya
yoga-nidrar vitanvatah), from the navel lake of His body sprouts a lotus stem, and from_
the lotus flower atop this stem, Brahma, the master ol all engineers in_the universe,
becomes manifest (nabhi-hradambujad asid brahma Viéva-srjar'n patih). It is believed that
all_the universal planetary systems are sifuared om—thre—exrensive body of the purusa

(yasgvayavwmkalplto loka-vistarab), but He has nothing to do with the
created material ingredients, His body is eternally in spiritual existence p Crice (La

vai bhagavato rupar visuddhari sattvam urjitam). SB 1.3.2-3
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The various planets such as Patal 1d be

thought of as if they were parts of the bodV of Vlsnu such as
the feet (avayava-samsthanaih).

This is a meditation (kalpitah) for strengthening the minds
of persons with gross intellect.

This form is pure or non-material (viSuddham) because it is

endowed with self-manifesting conscious form (sattvam).

But here there is the doubt whether Brahma arose fror&
Pradyumna or Aniruddha.

The text says that he who is lying on the Garbhodaka
(actually Pradyumna) is Aniruddha.
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Because they are non-different, in the Mahabharata
Aniruddha is said to be the source of Brahma.

Actually however, Pradyumna is the source of Brahma.

This is clear from the Bhagavatam verse quoted, since it is
clearly shown that Garbhodakasayi produces Brahma.

The master (sa ayam), in the form of Pradyumna, is the

producer _and antaryami  (niyamakah) of Brahma
(hiranyagarbhasya).
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atha yat tu trtiyam syad rapam
tac capy adrsSyata | }
kecit svadehantar iti
dvitiya-skandha-padyatah

The third purusa (atha yat tu trtiyam syad rupam) is described
(tac capy adrsyata) in the verse from the Second Canto af

Bhagavatam (dvitiya-skandha-padyatah) starting kecit svehantara
(kecit svadehantar iti).
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* This verse describes the third purusavatara. The proof is the

following verse;

kecit sva-dehantar-hrdayavakase
pradesa-matrarh purusam vasantam
catur-bhujam kanja-rathanga-sankha-

gada-dharamh dharanaya smaranti

Others conceive (kecit dharanaya smaranti) of_the Personality.
—of Godhead (purusam) residing within the body in the region of
the heart (sva-dehantar-hrdayavakase vasantam) and
measuring only eight inches (pradesa-matrarm), with four hands
carrying a lotus. a wheel of a chariot, a conch shell and a club
respectively (catur-bhujamm  kanja-rathanga-sankha-gada-
dharam). SB 2.2.8
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* The lord of the milk ocean, Aniruddha, the third purusa,
with a form measuring one pradesa, residing in the heart ot
all living entities, is the object of meditation.

* One pradesa is the length from the tip of thumb to the tip of

index finger.




