Laghu - Bhagavatamrta

Part-1
The Sweetness ot Krsna

Chapter-2

Description of the Purusavataras and
Gunavataras



The Gunavataras



The Gunavataras

Text-16

gunavataras tatratha
kathyante purusad.jha |

visnur brahma ca rudras ca
sthiti-sargadi-karmane

The gunavataras (gunavatarah), arising from Garbhoedakasayi
(tatratha purusad), are now described (iha kathyante). Visnu,
Brahma and Siva (vishur brahma ca rudras ca) are involved in
maintenance, creation and destruction (sthiti-sargadi-karmane).

* Purusat means from Pradyumna — Garbhodakasayi, who is-a-
svarmsa form arising from Mahavisnu.




The Gunavataras

Text-17

yuktah parah purusa eka ihasya dhatte |

sthity-adaye hari-virifici-hareti samjiah
ga* Sreyarnsi tatra khalu sattva-tanor ninarm syuh
2
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In/the First/Canto it is said (yatha pratham%
a

The one sypreme purusa (parah purusa ek

dh) (accepting S}lha te)
thhe gunas| of prakrti known as sattva, rajas and tamas (sattviarn

.

rdyas tamp 1u_prakrter gunah), for creation, maintenance gnd
de$truction (sthity-adaye), is called Visnu, Brahma and Siva (@ari>
virlfici-hareti samjnah). The best results for the devotees will
come (ninam Sreyarisi syuh) from Visnu with suddha-sattva

———

body (tafra Khalusattva-tanor). SB1.2.23




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

Parah-purusah here refers to Garbhodakasayl. who is one
alone within the universe.

For maintenance, creation and destruction (sthity-adaye) of
the universe (asya). he associates with the three gunas as the
controller of each guna by accepting the forms of Visnu,
Brahma and Siva.

The benetits of dharma, artha, kama and moksa (Sreyamsi)

for humanity arise from the Visnu (sattva-tanoh) among tile
three.
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An explanatgry verse atra karj Y |
The relatiopship of t q‘m. Wlth the gunas (gunaih ng_—> S

that of beig their cgntroller (niyamakataya sambandha ucyate).
Among thq three (tgtra), he who is the svamsa of svayam-ripa
Krsna (@@ yah), is not bound by the gunas (sah
taih na yujvate).




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

How can there be a relation between the material gunas and
the supreme lord, for it is said mava paraity abhimukhe ca
vilajjamana: maya cannot stand in front of the Lord. (SB
2.7.47) —

This verse answers.

The gunas are controlled and the purusa, among the three
forms, is the controller of the gunas. That is called yoga.

a—

He is not bound by the gunas.

Among the three forms (tatra) he who is the svarhsa of Krsna
(parasya), Visnu, is not in contact with the gunas.




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

. Drumlla explains:

SV
M adav abhuc chata-dhrti rajasasya sarge
Q\. &.Vlsnuh sthitau kratu-patir dvija-dharma-setuh

“tudro 'pyayaya tamasa purusah sa adya

X
,%I‘ ity udbhava-sthiti-layah satatam prajasu

e
In the beginning the puru/ (sah _adyah purusah)
apB_eared as Brahma—TSata-dhrti abhut) through rajoguna

(rajasa) for creation (asya sarg_e) as Visnu, the lord of sacrifice
(visnuh kratu-patir), and protector of dharma of the brahmanas
(dvija-dharma-setuh), for maintenance (sthitau), and as Siva
through  tamo-guna {tamasa__rudrah) for destruction
(apyayaya) In this way creation, maintenance and destruction
—ol _the living entities takes place at all times Erajésu
udbhava-sthiti-layah satatam) SB 11.4.5




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

The lord by his will becomes Brahma and Siva by association
with rajas and tamas.

He becomes Buddha by association with pasanda-dharma.

He becomes Rsabha by association with extreme
renunciation.

—

@oweveh because he is the supreme lord, he does not

become contaminated by this association.
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Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

By worship of such forms, dharma cannot be perfected and
liberation cannot be achieved.

In Hari-vamsa, Siva himself says mukti-pradata sarvesam
visnur eva na samsayah: Visnu is without doubt the giver of
liberation to all beings.

Visnu is not even in _contact with sattva-guna, but rather he
simply controls it by his will.

Thus it has been said that all benetits arise from him.




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

* Vamana Purana says:
brahma-visnvisa-rapani
trini visnor mahatmanah

brahmani brahma-riapah sa
siva-rapah sive sthitah
prthag eva sthito devo

visnu-ripi janardanah

The three forms of Brahma, Visnu and Siva (brahma-v1snu-1sa—
ripani trini) are actually forms of Visnu, the - great soul of all beings
(visnor mahatmanah). He is situated as the form_of Brahma in
Brahma (brahmani brahma—rupah sah) and the form of Siva in Siva
(Siva-rapah Sive sthitah). Janardana takes a separate form as Visnu
(prthag eva sthito devo visnu-rupi janardanah).

* Though the controller of the gunas is only one person, for action
in relation to the gunas, he takes these forms with various degrees

Gf'CO'V‘EHug.




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana ol oy TS

parthivad daruno dhtimas

asmad agni 1 : e

tamasas tu rajas tasmat
sattvarn yad brahma-darsanam

Smoke is superior to dull wood (parthivad daruno dhumah),
and fire. sacred to the Vedas, is superior to smoke (tasmad
agnis trayimayah). Similarly raias is aner_i.gr_gg_gamag (tamasas

tu rajas tasmat), and sattva is superior to rajas, since it is
favorable for realizing the Lord (sattvarh yad brahma-

darsanam). SB 1.2.24




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

@@_and@_ﬁm natures of inactivity, slight
act: a manifest action, with no expectation of

(performing) sacrifice in wood, slight expectation in smoke,
and full expectation in fire.

So tamas, rajas and sattva, have natures of ignorance, action

and knowledge.

Tamas yields no spiritual insight, rajas yields slight spiritual
insight and sattva yields spiritual insight directly.

Because tamas and rajas do not encourage spiritual visio
the Lord but sattva does, it is considered the best.




