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A tatra brahma —
\ww hiranyagarbhah siikemo ’fra
sthilo vairaje-samjnakah |

bhogaya srstaye cabhit
padmabhir iti sa dvidha

Brahma appeariagfronmmthretetus-is of two types (padmabhur iti sa dvidha):
Hiranyagarbha who is subtle (hiranyagarbhah siksmah) and appears for his
own_enjoyment (bhogaya abhut), and Vairaja who is gross (sthulo vairaja-
samjnakah) and appears for creating the universe (srstaye cabhut).

i

* These are apparently ditferent jivas who exist simultaneously. Visvanatha
Cakravarti in his commentary on Canto 3 of Bhagavatam explains ier_@_
are three forms of Brahma: Hirafiyagarbha, Vairaja, who is the total ot the
elements as they exist in the stem of the lotus, and four-headed Brahma.
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The Brahma, Visnu and Siva just described are actually forms
of Visnu.

Now they will each be described in detail with precise
explanation. SCV' CfRenston
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Since the lord as Brahma has already been described, now the

jiva as Brahma is described.
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Hiranyagarbha has a subtle body (siksmah) made of mahat-
tattva.
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The Superé_Lg-lzd:.czn see him but the devatas and others

cannot.

Vairdja has a body which is gross, made of the aggregate of
all elements.

He has four heads, eight eyes, and eight arms for creation, is_
visible to the devatas, and gives them benedictions.

Hiranyagarbha’s purpose is enjoyment and Vairaja’s purpose
is creation of the universe.




@ oD The Gunavataras - Brahma
P
\'.A))

sb"n' ' <e €x Text-20

% vairaja eva prayah syat
sargady-artharh caturmukhabh |

kadacid bhagavan visnur

brahma san srjati svayam

¥

Vairdja generally has four heads (vairaja prayvah caturmukhah
syat) and carries out creation and other works (sargady-artham).
Sometimes Vignu becomes Brahma (kadacid bhagavan visnur

brahma san) apd carries out creation himself (srjati svayam).
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* Sargadi indicates that besides creation, Vairaja is involved in
preaching the Vedas.

* veda-pracaranarthidaya brahma jatas caturmukhah: four-
headed Brahma is born for pr ~ preaching the Vedas. (Karma
Purana)
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tatha ca padme —
bhavet kvacin mahakalpe
brahma jivo ’py upasanaih |
kvacid atra mahavisnur
brahmatvam pratipadyate

Padma Purana says (tatha ca padme):
Sometimes a jiva beco rahma (jivah brahma bhavet) in a
maha-kalpa (k\@cin mahakalpe) by intense worship (upasanaih).

Sometimes Gar sayl. becomes Brahma in that planet
(kvacid atra(riiahavisnuy brahmatvar pratipadyate).
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This verse is a proof for the two types ol four-headed
Brahma.

Mahavisnu here refers to Garbhodakasayi.

The jiva who is supposed to become Brahma also sometimes
resides in the same planet when the Lord becomes Brahma
during a maha-kalpa, since he is not liberated yet, but only
after a hundred years.

—

Thus it is said yavad adhikaram avasthitir adhikarikanam:
those who hold powers in this world as controllers remain in
this world until their tenure has expired. (Brahma- sttra

3.3.33)
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visnur yatra maha-kalpe
srastrtvam ca prapadyate |
tatra bhunkte tarh pravisya
vairajah saukhya-saniﬁadam |
ato jivatvam aiSyarm ca

brahmanah kala-bhedatah

The wvairdja-brahma remains enjoying (vairajah saukhya-
sampadam bhunkte), merged into Visnu (tamh _pravisya) when
Vlsnu becomes the creator Brahma (Vlsnur srastrtvam ca
prapadyate) during_that mm (yatra maha-kalpe). In
different kalpas Brahma ometimes a jiva and
sometimes the Lord (ato jivatvam alsyar'n ca brahmanah lgla-

bhedatah). B
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This verse explains.

The wvairaja, four-headed Brahma, enters into Visnu who
carries out the creation.

It is 2%61‘ t6od t?g ?Qlilr?ggarbha form would be

subject to the same conditions.

Because of being checked from carrying out the creation by
Visnu, he experiences the wealth of enjoyment offered by the
devatas when he is merged in Visnu.

By taking away Brahma’s work but not his enjoyment, Visnu

shows his great generosity.

The Tast [ine sums up the two types.



The Gunavataras - Brahma

D 1satvapeksaya tasya
Sastre proktavatarata |
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Brahma is called an avatara in the scriptures (sastre prokta avatarata)
because the Lord himself takes the role of Brahma (sometimes) (tasya
isatva apeksaya) Other acaryas explain (kaiscid ucyate) that Brahma
is called an avatara (asya avatarata) because of the complete merging
of the Lord’s power with Brahma so_that he can create the universe
(samastitvena bhagavat- sangik_rst Qther acaryas explain thEE
Brahma is avatara because he is an avesavatara (avesatvena kaiscana).
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* This verse describes various opinions on calling Brahma an
avatara.

—

\%called avatara when Garbhodakasayl (isatvapeksaya)

takes up the role of creation.

|

* This is taking the primary meaning of avatara.

@Some acaryas (kaiscit) say that Brahma is called an avatara
because he is mixed with the Lord, being completely
pervaded by the Lord (samastitvena).

* The root of samasti is a§ meaning “to pervade.”
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Thus it means that Brahma is fully pervaded by the Lord who has
the intelligence to carry out creation.

It is like the merging of milk and water.

Thus Brahma is called an avatara because of such intimate mixing

with the Lord.

Some say that he is avatara because he is an avesavatara.

The Lord carries out the creation by entering into Brahma, like
the sun’s rays, but not present to the same extent as—in the
previous explanation. (The first explanation  can be termed
bhagavad-avesa and the second explanation can be termed Saﬁty-

avesda.)
——

Since Brahma is actually a jiva (in these two cases), this is a
secondary nse of the word avatara. _
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o> tatha brahma-sarhitayam
bhasvan yathasma sakalesu nijesu tejah
sviyam kiyat prakatayaty api tadvad atra |
brahma ya esa jagad anda vidhana karta
govindam adi purusam tam aham bhajami

aEm—— qe——

Thus Brahma-samhita says (tatha brahma-samhitayam):

[ worship the supreme lord Govinda (govindam adi purusari tam
aham?hajzlmi) W@begclnes Brahma, the creator of the universe
(by bestowing his powers to that jiva) (brahma ya esa jagad anda

vidhana karta), just as the sun displays (yatha
and light

<atayat a small portion of its powers of heat

’ in all the sun stones which represent it

(aStia sakalesu m]esu) Brahma-samhita 5.49
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This is an example of Brahma as an avesavatara.

Just as the sun (bhasvan) reveals its power to some degree in

a group ol sunstones—producing in them some light and

burning power—in the universe (atra) Govinda sometimes
bestowing his own powers to some very pure jiva, who

becomes Brahma’@esavatarab

That Brahma performs the secondary creation (vidhana)
within the universe.

One should see the explanation of Rudra for more elaborate
explanation. =
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garbhodasayino ’syabhit
janma nabhisaroruhat
kadacit sriiyate nirat
tejovatadikad api

The birth of Brahma (asva janma) takes place from the lotus

growing from the navel of Garbhodakasayi (garbhodasayino
nabhisaroruhat abhiut) %metlmﬁrmﬁﬁed that he appears

from the__aﬂahadakaﬂa-te-t—(kada(:lt Sruyate nirag), from hght or

from air (tejo vatadikad api).
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Additional information about Brahma’s birth is given in this

verse.

Nirat means “from the Garbhodaka.”

According to the will of the Lord, Brahma may appear from
ditferent sources such as water, Hight or air.




