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The Gunavataras - Visnu

Text-33

S yatha $ri-trtiye
tal loka-padmar sa u eva visnuh
pravivisat sarva-gunavabhasam |
tasmi ' amayo vidhata
svayambhuvam yam sma vadanti so ’bhut

Visnu is described in the Third Canto (Sri-visnuh, yatha s$ri-
trtiye): ‘

Visnu entered (sah vispuh pravivisat) that lotus of all the planets

(tal loka-padmarin), which reveals all the enjoyahle objects forthe
jivas (sarva-gunavabhasam). Brahma (vidhata), known as self-

born (svayambhuvam yarn sma vadanti), composer of the Vedas

(vedamayo), appeared within that Totus (tasmin svayar abhuat).
SB 3.8.15




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

This verse describes Visnu who instigates sattva-guna.

Sa refers to Garbhodakasayl Visnu or Pradyumna.

He entered the planets in the form of a lotus (loka-padmam).

[ —

This lotus was endowed with all enjoyable material objects
(sarva gunavabhasam).

Visnu does not have i$vara and jiva forms like Brahma and

Siva, and thus two forms are not mentioned here.




The Gunavataras - Visnu
Text-34

yo visnuh pathyate so ’sau
ksirambudhisayo matah |
garbhodasayinas tasya
vilasatvan munisvaraih |
narayano virad antar
yami cayam nigadyate

He who is called Visnu is Ksirodakasayl (yo visnuh pathyate sah
asau ksirambudhisayo matah). He is the vilasa form of
Garbhodakasayi_(garbhodasayinah vilasatvad) and is praised by
the best of sages (ayarn munisvaraih nigadyate) as Narayana,
Virat (universal form) and antaryami (soul within) (narayano

virad antaryami).




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

What is he called when he entered the lotus?

Garbhodakasayi, or Pradyumna with a thousand heads, becoming

Aniruddha with four arms, enters the lotus of the worlds and lies
down on the Milk Ocean.

Thus he is called Ksirodakasayi.

Why is the protector of the jivas in the world also called
Narayana? —

Narayana refers to the shelter of nara, or one who is the shelter of
all tattvas. Thus it refers to Karanodakasayi or GarbhodakasayT.—

However, Ksirodakasayi is the vilasa form of Garbhodakasayi.

He is thus non-different from them and can also be callgd
\\Narayana.




The Gunavataras - Visnu
Text-35

visnu-dharmottarady-ukta
yah puryo ’iﬁnda-madhyataE |
santi visnu-prakasanam
tah kathyante samasatah

Now_the abodes where Visnu appears (yah puryo ajah visnu-
prakasanarm santi) within the universe (anda-madhyatah) will be
described in brief (tah samasatah kathyante) according to
scriptures such as Visnu-dharmottara (Visnu-dharmotta@dy-

ukta).

» The great powers of Ksirodakasayl within the universe will be
\described.
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pancayuta-pramanatah |
agamyah sarva-lokanam
visnu-lokah prakirtitah

Above Siva’s abode (rudroparistad) is Visnu’s abode (visnu-lokah
prakirtitah), wunattainable by all people (sarva-lokanarm

agamyah). It is incomparable (aparah) and measures fifty
thousand yojanas (paficayuta-pramanatah).




The Gunavataras - Visnu

M Text-37
N tasyoparistad brahmandah
Q/ kancanoddipti-samyutah |
meros tu purva-dig-bhage
madhye tu lavanodadheh |
'visnuloko mahan proktah
salilantara-samsthitah

Beyond this Visnu-loka (tasyoparistad), east of Meru (kancanoddipti-
sariyutah meros tu puarva-dig-bhage), in the center of the salt ocean
(lavanodadheh madhye), lies the great planet of Visnu (visnuloko
mahan proktah), situated in the water (salilantara-sarhsthitah), where
Brahma sometimes goes (brahmandah). T

—

« Brahmanda may be analyzed as brahmana anta “where Brahma
goes.”



The Gunavataras - Visnu
Text-38

tatra svapiti gharmambhe
devadevo janardanah |
laksmi-sahayah satatam
Sesa-paryankam asthitah

Janardana (devadevo janardanah) accampanied by Taksmi
(laksmi-sahayah satatarn) sleeps on the bed of Sesa in the salt

— /
water (tatra Sesa-paryankam asthitah svapiti) at the end of the
summer season (gharmambhe).

g— —




The Gunavataras - Visnu
Text-39

mero$ ca purva-dig-bhage

madhye ksirarnavasya ca |
ksirambu-madhyaga subhra

devasyanya tatha purt

East of Meru (meros ca purva-dig-bhage) in_the center of the
milk ocean (ksirarnavasya ca madhye) there is another city of the
Lord (devasyanya tatha puri) called Subhra (subhra)




The Gunavataras - Visnu
Text-40

laksmi-sahayas tatraste _
Sesasana-gatah prabhubh |
tatrapi caturo masan
suptas tisthati varsikan

There the Lord (tatra prabhuh) along with ILaksmi (laksmi-
sahayah) lies_on Sesa (Sesasana-gatah aste), sleeping (suptas
tisthati) tor_the four months ot the monsoon season (caturo
masan varsikan).
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& Text-41
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mandalah pafica-virnséatih

Svetadvipataya khyato
dvipah parama-sobhanah

South of that place (tasminn avaci dig-bhage), in the milk ocean
(ksirarnavasya madhye), is_a most splendid island called
Svetadvipa ($vetadvipataya khyato dvipah parama-sobhanah),
measuring twenty-five thousand vyojanas (pafca-virnsatih
sahasrani yojananam mandalah).
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A (L & e Text-42
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é,z_v“"’i' narah sarya-prabhas tatra

s§itamsu-sama-darsanah |
tejasa durniriksyas ca
devanam api yadava

The men there shine like the sun (tatra narah stirya-prabhas) and
are as beautiful as the moon (sitamsu-sama-darsanah). Because of
their eftulgence (t_e'&sél) even the devatas find it hard to gaze upon
them (devanam api durniriksyah), O Yadava (yadava)!




