Laghu - Bhagavatamrta

Part-1
The Sweetness ot Krsna

Chapter-2

Description of the Purusavataras and
Gunavataras



The Gunavataras



The Gunavataras - Visnu



The Gunavataras - Visnu

g X 3 B qu\e“t 3 Text-48

W\oc/ ato nirgunata samyak

sarva-Sastre prasidhyati

cm—

Thus, it is proved in all scriptures (atah sarva-sastre prasidhyatj)
that Visnu is completely beyond the material gunas (samyak
nirgunata).
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/ tatha hi sri-dasame —

@aﬁr hi)pirgunah sé.k.sil‘)
(Purusall rakrteh parah
a sarva-drg andrasgﬁ

@m bhaj anﬁrguno bhavgtl

[t says in the Tenth Canto:

Lord Hari, however, has no connection with the material modes
(harir hi nirgunah saksat). He is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead (purusah), the all-seeing eternal witness (sarva-drg
upadrasta), who is transcendental to material nature (prakrteh
parah). One who worships Him becomes similarly free from the
material modes (tarn bhajan nirguno bhavet). SB 10.88.5
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Vlsn% 74 1as because he tes sattva by his

wﬂl alone.

It is clearly _evident (saksat) because he is not covered at all
by the gunas, whereas others like Brahma are covered by the
gunas.

This is because he is superior to prakrti.

By his own will, he accepts dealing with the gunas (Siva has
an appearance of being covered by the gunas).

But this is not the case with others.

He sees everyone (sarva-drk), having knowledge by which to
award liberation.
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He is the witness (upadrasta), seeing all the liberated souls at

close range — he is attained by the liberated souls.

Others such as Brahma are rejected by the liberated souls as

their goal.

Fherefore by worshipping him, one also becomes free of the
gunas.

The Sruti says \mran;gnah}baramam samvanlglt:\ the pure

person attains a nature similar to the supreme Lord’s.
(Mundaka Upanisad 3.1.3)




The Gunavataras - Visnu
Text-50

tena sattva-tanor asmat
Sreyarsli syur itiritam

Thus, because he is beyond the gunas (tena), it is said (iti iritam)
that the best results arise from Visnu (tena Sreyamsi syur) who is
sattva-tanu (sattva-tanoh) (Verse 47).
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tad-bhakter eva nityata

Because of this (ity atah), according to the scriptures (sastre
vihita), one should always perform bhakti to Visnu alone (tad-
bhakter eva nityata).

e It atah indicates “because of the supremacy of Visnu, who is
beyond the gunas as just described.”

* It should always be performed because not doing so is a loss.
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tatha hi padme -
smartavyah satatam visnur
/ vismartavyo na jatucis |

sarve vidhi-nisedhah_syur
- etayor eva kinkarah

Thus Padma Purana says:

One should always remember Visnu (smartavyah satatam visnur)
and never forget him (vismartavyo na jatucit). All rules and
prohibitions (sarve vidhi-nisedhah) are the servants of these two
principles (etayor eva kinkarah syuh).
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* This is the prooft of the previous statement.

-

* Etayoh means “remembering Visnu and not forgetting him.”

* Just as performing sandhya rites daily takes one to Pitr-loka,

pertorming bhakti takes one to Visnu—loka;
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ataeva tatraiva —

Vyﬁmohéya caracarasya jagatas te te puranagamas
tam tam eva hi devatam paramikam jalpantu kalpavadhi |
siddhante punar eka eva bhagavan visnuh samastagama-

Vyaparesu Vlvecana-vyatlkaram nltesu IllSClYEltﬁ

In the Padma Purana it is also said: v ,,...mg/..v--y
For( v_bewﬂdermg the living entities of the universe (jagatah caracarasya
let the Puranas and other scriptures speak (te te purana
agamah Jalpantu), until the end of the kalpa (kalpavadhi), about their
various “supreme” devatas (tam tam eva hi paramikam devatam). However,
in conclusion siddhante), Lord Visnu alone (bhagavan visnuh eka eva) is
discerned (nisciyate) in all the scriptures and in all conduct (samasta
agama-vyaparesu) through harmonizing all statements with mtel-l-lg\er—lce

(vivecana-vyatikaram nitesu). Padma Purana 4.93.26
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“But_one cannot conclude that Visnu is supreme, because there is a
variety of opinions expressed in the various Puranas uttered by Vyasa
where Brahma and Siva are also declared to be supreme.”
TN
But _the supremecy oI Visnu s proved by the above mentioned

scriptures (ataeva tatraiva).

For bewilderment of the universe composed of moving entities such as
men and devatas and non-moving entities such as the presiding deﬁles

of mountains, let the Purianas and other scriptures proclaim devatas
such as Brahma and Siva to be supreme till the end of the kalpa.

However, since there is a conclusion reached (siddhante) by the
Brahma-siitras and its commentary in the form of the Bhagavatam, in
which all scriputres are considered, and finally harmonized thrﬂgh
discrimination by use of direct and indirect meaning of the words_the
form of Visnu composed of unobstructed knowledge and bliss is
determined to be supreme. o
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