
Laghu - Bhägavatämåta

Part-1 
The Sweetness of Kåñëa

Chapter-3

Description of the Lélävatäras



Text-72

çré-vämanaù | tatraiva –
païcadaçaà vämanakaà 

kåtvägäd adhvaraà baleù |
pada-trayaà yäcamänaù 

pratyäditsus tri-piñöapam || iti |

Vämana is described in the First Canto:
Taking the form of Vämana (vämanakaà kåtvä) as
fifteenth avatära (païcadaçaà), the Lord went to sacrifice
of Bali (baleù adhvaraà agäd), begging three steps of
land (pada-trayaà yäcamänaù), but desiring to steal the
heavenly kingdom from him (pratyäditsuh tri-piñöapam).
SB 1.3.19



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Taking the form of a dwarf, the Lord went to the
sacrifice (adhvaram) of Bali, asking for three steps of
land, with a desire to take Svarga and give it back to
Indra.

• This implies some trickery.



Text-73

vämanas trir abhivyaktaà kalpe ’smin pratipedivän |
taträdau dänavendrasya väskaler adhvaraà yayau ||

tato vaivasvatéye ’smin dhundhor makham asau  gataù |
aditau kaçyapäj jätaù saptame ’sya caturyuge |
pratigraha-kåte jätäs traya eva trivikramäù ||

Vämana appears three times (vämanah trir abhivyaktaà) in the day of
Brahmä (kalpe). The first time, during the Sväyambhuva Manvantara (tatra
ädau), he went to the sacrifice (adhvaraà yayau) of the king of the demons
called Väskali (väskaler dänavendrasya) (Story in next slide). During the
Vaivasvata Manvantara (tato vaivasvatéye) he went (asau gataù) to the
sacrifice of Dhundhu (asmin dhundhor makham) (Story in next slide). In
the seventh yuga cycle of Vaivasvata Manvantara (saptame ’sya caturyuge)
he was born to Aditi and Kaçyapa (aditau kaçyapäd jätaù). The three forms
(traya eva trivikramäù) appeared (jätäh) in order to give away the land that
they had begged (pratigraha-kåte).



• This story is told in Padma Puräëa.

• Väskali drove Indra from his kingdom and the Lord
appeared as Vämana and took three steps to recover
the kingdom for Indra.

• Väskali requested to be killed by the Lord in order to
attain liberation.



• Dhundhu was the son of Kaçyapa and his wife Danu.

• By doing penance he got power from Brahmä.

• He drove the devatäs from Svarga and they fled to Brahma-
loka.

• Dhundhu wanted to drive them from Brahma-loka as well
and was advised by Çukräcärya to perform a hundred horse
sacrifices to gain entrance to Brahma-loka.

• Viñëu then took the form of Vämana, and begged three steps
of land from Dhundhu.



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Special qualities of Vämana are now described.

• In the Brähma-kalpa (This is also called the Çveta-
varäha-kalpa) (asmin kalpe) Vämana appeared three
times.

• During Brähma-kalpa (tatra), he appeared first
(ädau) during Sväyambhuva Manvantara.

• In the present Vaivasvata Manvantara, he went to the
sacrifice of Dhundhu.



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• This is described in the Vämana Puräëa:

dhundhor yajïe varärohe bhagavän madhusüdanaù
dehaà vämanakaà kåtvä gatväyäcat tri-piñöapam

O noble lady! The Lord took the body of a dwarf and
going to the sacrifice of Dhundhu begged for Svarga.



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• In the seventh cycle of yugas in the Vaivasvata
Manvantara, Vämana was born to Aditi and Kaçyapa.

• All three Vämanas took land and gave it away.



Text-74

çré-bhärgavaù | tatraiva –
avatäre ñoòaçame 

paçyan brahma-druho nåpän |
triù-sapta-kåtvaù kupito 

niù-kñaträm akaron mahém || iti |

Paräçuräma is described in the First Canto:
The Lord, appearing as Paräçuräma, the sixteenth avatära
(avatäre ñoòaçame), seeing (paçyan) the kings harassing
the brähamaëas (brahma-druho nåpän), became angry
(kupitah) and twenty-one times (triù-sapta-kåtvaù)
annihilated the kñatriyas (niù-kñaträm akarod) from the
earth (mahém). SB 1.3.20



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Seeing that the kings were haters of brähmaëas, the
Lord as Paräçuräma became angry and twenty-one
times (triù-sapta-kåtvä) made the earth free of all the
kñatriyas.



Text-75

reëukä-jamadagnibhyäà 
gauro vyaktim asau gataù |

prähuù saptadaçe kecid 
dväviàçe ’nye caturyuge ||

Of golden complexion (gaurah), he appeared (asau
vyaktim gataù) from Renukä and Jamadagni (reëukä-
jamadagnibhyäà). Some say (kecid prähuù) he appeared
in the seventeenth cycle (saptadaçe) and others say
(anye) in the twenty-second cycle in Vaivasvata
Manvantara (dväviàçe caturyuge).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• This verse describes his mother and father.

• This appearance takes place in the Vaivasvata
Manvantara.



Text-76

çré-räghavendraù | tatraiva –
nara-devatvam äpannaù 
sura-kärya-cikérñayä |
samudra-nigrahädéni 

cakre véryäëy ataù param || iti |

Räma is described in the First Canto:
The Lord, taking the divine human form of Räma (nara-
devatvam äpannaù), performed brave actions (cakre
véryäëy ataù param) such as controlling the ocean
(samudra-nigrahädéni) with a desire to help the devatäs
(sura-kärya-cikérñayä). SB 1.3.22



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• The Lord appeared as the best of kings (nara-
devatvam) in the form of Räma as the eighteenth
avatära (ataù param).



Text-77
kauçalyäyäà daçarathän 
nava-dürvä-dala-dyutiù |

tretäyäm ävirabhavat 
caturviàçe caturyuge |
bharatena sumiträyä 

nandanäbhyäà ca saàyutaù ||

Räma, whose complexion was green like fresh durvä grass (nava-
dürvä-dala-dyutiù), appeared from Kauçalyä and Daçaratha
(kauçalyäyäà daçarathän ävirabhavat) during the Treta-yuga
(tretäyäm) of the twenty-fourth yuga cycle of Vaivasvata
Manvantara (caturviàçe caturyuge), along with (saàyutaù)
Bharata (bharatena), and Lakñmaëa and Çatrughna born from
Sumiträ (sumiträyä nandanäbhyäà ca).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• His mother and father, time of birth, and associates
are described.

• This birth takes place in Vaivasvata Manvantara.



Text-78

asya çästre trayo vyühä 
lakñmaëädyä amé småtäù |
bharato ’tra ghanaçyämaù 
saumitré kanaka-prabhau ||

In the Skanda Puräëa (asya çästre) it is described
(småtäù) that the three brothers (lakñmaëädyä amé
trayah) act as three members of the catur-vyüha (vyühä).
There (atra), it is also explained that Bharata is blackish
in complexion (bharatah ghanaçyämaù), and Lakñmaëa
and Çatrughna are golden in complexion (saumitré
kanaka-prabhau).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• This description comes from the Räma-gétä of the
Skanda Puräëa. Because it is stated there that Räma is
Väsudeva, Lakñmaëa then is Saìkarñaëa, Bharata is
Pradyumna and Çatrughna is Aniruddha.



Text-79

pädme bharata-çatrughnau 
çaìkha-cakratayoditau |
çré-lakñmaëas tu tatraiva 
çeña ity abhiçabditaù ||

In the Padma Puräëa (pädme) it is described (uditau)
that Bharata and Çatrughna (bharata-çatrughnau) are the
conch and cakra (çaìkha-cakratayä), and Lakñmaëa (çré-
lakñmaëas tu tatraiva) is Çeña (çeña ity abhiçabditaù).

In the Padma Puräëa, Räma is described as Näräyaëa and
the others serve as Çeña, conch and cakra.


