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Part-1 
The Sweetness of Kåñëa

Chapter-3

Description of the Lélävatäras



Text-80

çré-vyäsaù | tatraiva  –
tataù saptadaçe jätaù 

satyavatyäà paräçarät |
cakre veda-taroù çäkhä 

dåñövä puàso ’lpa-medhasaù || iti |

Vyäsa is described in the First Canto:
The Lord, born from Paräçara in the womb of Satyavaté
(tataù satyavatyäà paräçarät jätaù) as the seventeenth
avatära (saptadaçe), seeing the meager intelligence of the
people (dåñövä puàso alpa-medhasaù), divided up the
tree of the Vedas (cakre veda-taroù çäkhä). SB 1.3.21



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• The Lord, appearing as the son of Paräçara and
Satyavaté, and seeing that the intelligence of the
second born persons was low, made the branches out
of the tree of the Vedas.



Text-81

dvaipäyano ’smi vyäsänäm 
iti çaurir yad ücivän |
ato viñëu-puräëädau 

viçeñeëaiva varëitaù ||

Kåñëa himself says (çaurir yad ücivän) “I am Dvaipäyaëa
among the Vyäsas (dvaipäyano ’smi vyäsänäm iti).” In
the Viñëu Puräëa and other scriptures (ato viñëu-
puräëädau), he is described as directly the Lord
(viçeñeëaiva varëitaù).

Kåñëa (çauriù) describes himself as Vyäsa in the Eleventh
Canto (11.16.28) as well.



Text-82

yathä –
kåñëa-dvaipäyanaà vyäsaà 
viddhi näräyaëaà svayam |
ko hy anyaù puëòarékäkñän 

mahäbhärata-kåd bhavet || iti |

Thus it is said:
Know that (viddhi) Kåñëa-dvaipäyana-vyäsa (kåñëa-
dvaipäyanaà vyäsaà) is Näräyaëa himself (näräyaëaà
svayam). Who else except the Lord (ko hy
puëòarékäkñät anyaù) could produce the Mahäbhärata
(mahäbhärata-kåd bhavet)? Viñëu Puräëa 3.4.5,
Mahäbhärata 12.346.11



Text-83

çrüyate ’päntaratamä 
dvaipäyanyam agäd iti |

kià säyujyaà gataù so ’tra 
viñëv-aàçaù so ’pi vä bhavet |

tasmäd äveça eväyam 
iti kecid vadanti ca ||

It is said in Mahäbhärata (çrüyate) that a sage named
Apäntaratamä, who had extinguished internal ignorance
(apäntaratamä), became Dvaipäyana Vyäsa (dvaipäyanyam agäd
iti). This means that the sage merged into the éçvara form of
Dvaipäyana (kià säyujyaà gataù sah atra), or that he was an
aàça of Viñëu (viñëv-aàçaù sah api vä bhavet).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• This is related in the Näräyaëéya of Mahäbhärata.

• Apäntaratamä was an austere brähmaëa who had
extinguished ignorance.

• He (saù) merged into the Lord Dvaipäyana (atra) or can be
regarded as an aàça of Visëu (in the manner that Droëa and
Dhärä were amças of Nanda and Yaçodä and merged into
them when they appeared on earth with Kåñëa.)

• Because of this, some say that Vyäsa is an äveçävatära, like
the Kumäras.



The author takes Vyäsa as directly the Lord.

He may appear to be an äveçävatära because a jéva takes
up those functions.

However, in this case a jéva merges with the Lord and
performs the functions of Vyäsa, or an aàça of the Lord
acting like a jéva performs the functions.

In the case of the Kumäras and Närada, the Lord simply
bestows some special powers on a jéva.



Text-84

atha çré-räma-kåñëau | çré-prathame –
ekonaviàçe viàçatime 

våñëiñu präpya janmané |
räma-kåñëäv iti bhuvo 

bhagavän aharad bharam || iti |

Balaräma and Kåñëa are described in the First Canto:
The Lord (bhagavän) appeared in the Våñëi dynasty
(våñëiñu präpya janmané) in the two forms of Balaräma
and Kåñëa (räma-kåñëäv iti) as the nineteenth and
twentieth avatäras (ekonaviàçe viàçatime) and relieved
the burden of the earth (bhuvo aharad bharam). SB
1.3.23



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Bhagavän here indicates that he is svayam bhagavän
who descends as an avatära in Gokula.

• He is not an expansion of Pradyumna
(Garbhodakaçäyé) (Some people explain that
Garbhodakaçäyé took a black and white hair from his
head, and these became Kåñëa and Balaräma. This
idea is defeated later in the work.).

• By this it should also be understood the Balaräma is
not an expansion of Pradyumna.



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Since he is a direct expansion of Kåñëa, it is
impossible that Baladeva could be an expansion of
Pradumnya.

• This will be explained later.



Text-85-87

çré-rämaù –
eña mätådvaye vyakto janakäd vasudevataù |

yo navya-ghana-säräbho ghana-çyämämbaraù sadä ||
saìkarñaëo dvitéyo yo vyühaù rämaù sa eva hi |

påthvé-dhareëa çeñeëa sambhüya vyaktim éyivän ||
çeño dvidhä mahédhäré çayyärüpaç ca çärìgiëaù |

tatra saìkarñaëäveçäd bhübhåt saìkarñaëo mataù |
çayyä-rüpas tathä tasya sakhya-däsyäbhimänavän ||



Balaräma:
Balaräma (eñah rämaù) appeared (vyaktah) from two mothers
(mätådvaye) and one father Vasudeva (janakäd vasudevataù). He
had a white complexion like new camphor (yah navya-ghana-
säräbho) and wore dark blue cloth (ghana-çyämämbaraù sadä).
He is Saìkarñaëa (yah saìkarñaëah), the second member of the
catur-vyüha (dvitéyo vyühaù), who becomes Çeña (çeñeëa
sambhüya) for holding up the earth (påthvé-dhareëa). There are
two varieties of Çeña (çeño dvidhä vyaktim éyivän). One form
holds up the earth (mahédhäré) and the other acts as the bed of
Viñëu (çayyärüpaç ca). He who holds up the universe (bhübhåt)
is called Saìkarñaëa (saìkarñaëo mataù) because Saìkarñaëa
empowers him (a jéva) (saìkarñaëa äveçäd). Taking the form of
the bed (he is éçvara, not the jéva) (çayyä-rüpas tathä), he
identifies himself as a friend and servant of Viñëu (tasya sakhya-
däsyäbhimänavän).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Balaräma and Kåñëa are now explained.

• Balaräma was first in the womb of Devaké so she was
the first mother.

• Then by the power of yoga-mäyä he was transferred
into Rohiëé’s womb.

• His complexion is that of fresh camphor (ghana-
sära).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Why is Saìkarñaëa called Çeña?

• He enters into the jéva functioning as Çeña, who holds
up the earth and thus that form is thus identified as
Saìkarñaëa.

• Çeña has two forms.

• The first who holds up the earth is a jéva and the
second who acts as the bed of Viñëu is éçvara.



Text-88

çré-kåñëaù –
eña mätari devakyäà 

pitur änaka-dundubheù |
prädurbhüto ghanaçyämo 
dvibhujo ’pi caturbhujaù ||

Kåñëa:
Kåñëa, dark in complexion (eña ghanaçyämah) with two
and four hands (dvibhujo ’pi caturbhujaù), appeared
(prädurbhütah) with Devaké as mother (mätari
devakyäà) and Vasudeva as father (pitur änaka-
dundubheù).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Even though Kåñëa was also born to Yaçodä
according to definitive proofs, it is not stated here by
the author because it is a secret.

• This will be explained later.


