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Part-1 
The Sweetness of Kåñëa

Chapter-4
Manvantarävatäras



The Yugävatäras



Text-25

kathyante varëanämäbhyäà çuklaù satya-yuge hariù |
raktaù çyämaù kramät kåñëas tretäyäà dväpare kalau 

The yugävatäras will be described (kathyante) by name
and color (varëa nämäbhyäà). In Satya-yuga, the Lord is
white and is called Çukla (çuklaù satya-yuge hariù). In
Treta-yuga, he is red, and is called Rakta (raktaù
tretäyäà). In Dväpara, he is blackish and called Çyäma
(çyämaù dväpare), and in Kali-yuga, he is black and
called Kåñëa (kåñëah kalau).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Name and color are given for the four yugas.

• In general, for all Kali-yugas the color is black || kåñëa|| .

• Hari-vaàça says kåñëaù kaliyuge vibhuù: the Lord is black in
Kali-yuga.

• In that Kali-yuga when golden colored Lord Caitanya
appears, the regular black colored avatära resides within him.

• One should see the statement of Karabäjana in the Eleventh
Canto || SB 11.5.20-34|| .



Text-26

upäsanäviçeñärthaà satyädiñu yugeñv asau |
manvantarävatäras tu tathävatarati kramät 

The manvantarävatäras (asau manvantarävatäras
tu) descend as the yugävatäras (tathä kramät
avatarati) in Satya and other yugas (satyädiñu
yugeñv) for teaching special types of worship for
that period (viçeña upäsanä arthaà).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Why should the yugävatäras appear? This verse answers.

• The avatära presiding for a particular Manvantara will appear
in each of the yugas of that manvantara || for teaching the
special type of worship for that period|| .

• The yugävatäras do not arise from Garbhodakaçäyé.



Text-27

atha avatära-saïkhya –
kalpa-manvantara-yuga-prädurbhäva-vidhäyinaù |

avatärä ime tv eka-catväriàçad udéritäù 

Enumeration of the avatäras (atha avatära-
saïkhya):
The kalpävatäras, manvantara-avatäras and
yugävatäras together (ime tv kalpa-manvantara-
yuga-prädurbhäva-vidhäyinaù avatärä) total forty-
one (eka-catväriàçad udéritäù).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• There are twenty-five kalpävatäras, twelve
manvantara-avatäras and four yugävatäras.

• The total is forty-one.



Text-28

våttä brähmädayaù kalpäù 
pädmäntäs te sahasraçaù |
vartamänas tu kalpo ’yaà 

çveta-väräha ucyate 

In the past, from the first kalpa at Brahmäs birth
(brähmädayaù kalpäù) to the last kalpa of the first
half of Brahmä’s life (pädma antäh), thousands of
kalpas (sahasraçaù kalpäù) have passed (våttä).
The present kalpa (ayaà vartamänas tu kalpah) is
called Çveta-varäha-kalpa (çveta-väräha ucyate).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Vrttä means in the past.

• The Çveta-varäha-kalpa is the first day in the
second half of Brahmä’s life.



Text-29

brähma-kalpa-prathama-je 
vyaktäù sväyambhuväntare |

kumära-näradädyäç ca 
cäkñuñéyädiñüttare 

Starting with the brähma-kalpa or first day of
Brahmä’s life (brähma-kalpa-prathama), the
Kumäras, Närada and others (kumära-näradädyäç
ca ) appear during Sväyambhuva Manvantara
(vyaktäù sväyambhuväntare). Others appear
during the Cäkñuña Manvantara and Vaivasvata
Manvantara (cäkñuñéyädiñu uttare).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Thirteen avatäras || kalpävatäras|| , beginning with the
Kumäras, appear during the Sväyambhüva
manvantara, and twelve, beginning with Nåsiàha,
appear during the Cäkñuña Manvantara and
Vaivasvata Manvantara. Varäha and Mastya appear in
the Sväyambhuva and Cäkñuña Manvantaras as
mentioned in verse 3.62.42



Text-30

präyaù sväyambhuvädyäkhyäù
kalpe kalpe bhavanty amé |

manavas te ’vatäräç ca 
tathä yajïädi-nämakäù

The Manus starting with Sväyambhuva (präyaù
sväyambhuva ädy äkhyäù manavah) and the
manvantara-avatäras such as Yajïa (tathä yajïädi-
nämakäù avatäräç ca) appear with the same names
(bhavanty amé) in every day of Brahmä (kalpe
kalpe).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• This verse explains that the names of the
Manus and the manvantara-avatäras are the
same in every kalpa of Brahmä.

• The meaning is clear.



Text: 31

tathä hi çré-viñëu-dharmottare çré-rudra-praçnaù –
ya ete bhavatä proktä manavaç ca caturdaça |

nityaà brahma-dine präpte eta eva kramäd dvija |
bhavanty utänye dharmajïa etaà me chindhi saàçayam

In the Viñëu-dharmottara, Rudra asks a question (tathä hi çré-
viñëu-dharmottare çré-rudra-praçnaù):
O brähamaëa (dvija)! Do all the fourteen Manus (ete manavaç
ca caturdaça) that you have described (yah bhavatä proktä)
appear (bhavanty) in every day of Brahmä (nityaà brahma-dine
präpte) in that order (eta eva kramäd), or is it otherwise (uta
anye)? O knower of dharma (dharmajïa)! Please destroy my
doubt (etaà me saàçayam chindhi).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• In the following verses the author gives the
scriptural proof that Manus of the same name
appear in every day of Brahmä.

• The meaning is clear.



Text: 32-33

çré-märkaëòeyottaram –
eta eva mahäräja manavaç ca caturdaça |

kalpe kalpe tvayä jïeyä nätra käryä vicäraëä || 32|| 
eka-rüpäs tvayä proktä jïätavyäù sarva eva hi |

kecit kiïcid vibhinnäç ca mäyayä parameçituù || 33|| 

Märkaëòeya answered (çré-märkaëòeya uttaram):
O king (mahäräja)! There should be no doubt (nätra käryä
vicäraëä) that the fourteen Manus (manavaç ca caturdaça)
known by you (tvayä jïeyä) are the same in every kalpa (eta eva).
You should know (tvayä jïätavyäù) that they have the same form
(sarva eva hi eka-rüpäh) which has been described (proktä) in
every kalpa (kalpe kalpe). By the desire of the Lord (mäyayä
parameçituù), some of them are slightly different (kecit kiïcid
vibhinnäç ca).


