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The Yugävatäras



Text-34

avatäräç caturdhä syur äveçäù präbhavä api |
athaiva vaibhavävasthäù parävasthäç ca tatra te 

The avatäras may be divided into four (avatäräç
caturdhä syur): äveça, prabhäva (äveçäù präbhavä
api), vaibhava and parävastha (athaiva
vaibhavävasthäù parävasthäç ca tatra te).

Now another way of classifying the avatäras is
described.



Text-35

taträveçävatäräs tu jïeyäù pürvokta-rétitaù |
yathä kumära-devarñi-veëäìga-prabhävädayaù 

Among them (tatra) the äveça (äveça) are the same as the
äveçävatäras (avatäräs tu jïeyäù) previously described
(pürva ukta-rétitaù), such as the Kumäras, Närada, and
Påthu (yathä kumära-devarñi-veëäìga-prabhävädayaù).

The Lord empowers the Kumäras with a portion of jïäna,
Närada with a portion of bhakti and Påthu, Paräçuräma
and Kalki with a portion of his power.



Text-36

yathä pädme –
äviñöo ’bhüt kumäreñu närade ca harir vibhuù 

Padma Puräëa says:
The Supreme Lord (harir vibhuù) enters (äviñöo
’bhüt) into the Kumäras and Närada by his portion
(kumäreñu närade ca).



Text-37

yathä tatraiva --
äviveça påthuà devaù çaìkhé cakré caturbhujaù 

There also it is said:
The Lord with four hands (caturbhujaù devaù)
holding the conch and cakra (çaìkhé cakré)
entered into Påthu (äviveça påthuà).

This is also from the Padma Puräëa.



Text:38-39

äviñöo bhärgave cäbhüd iti tatraiva kértitam || 38|| 
tathä hi –

etat te kathitaà devi jämadagner mahätmanaù |
çaktyäveçävatärasya caritaà çärìgiëaù prabhoù || 39|| 

The Lord also entered into Paräçuräma (äviñöo bhärgave cäbhüd).
This is also described in the Padma Puräëa (iti tatraiva kértitam)
as follows (tathä hi):
O goddess (devi)! The activities (caritaà) of the great soul
Paräçuräma (jämadagner mahätmanaù), a çaktyäveçävatära of the
Supreme Lord (prabhoù çaktyäveçävatärasya), holder of the bow
(çärìgiëaù), has been described (etat te kathitaà).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Bhärgava means Paraçuräma.

• The verse is then quoted.

• The activities are such things as killing
Kärtavérya.



Text-40

äveçatvaà kalkino ’pi viñëudharme vilokyate 

It is observed in the Viñëu-dharmottara
(viñëudharme vilokyate) that Kalki is also an
äveçävatära (äveçatvaà kalkino ’pi).



Text:41-43

yathä –
pratyakña-rüpa-dhåg-devo dåçyate na kalau hariù |
kåtädiñv iva tenaiva tri-yugaù paripaöhyate || 41|| 

kaler ante ca sampräpte kalkinaà brahma-vädinam |
anupraviçya kurute väsudevo jagatsthitim || 42||

pürvotpanneñu bhüteñu teñu teñu kalau prabhuù |
kåtvä praveçaà kurute yad abhipretam ätmanaù 

The Lord (hariù) does not appear (na dåçyate) in Kali-yuga (kalau) directly
in visible form (pratyakña-rüpa-dhåg-devo) as in the other yugas (kåtädiñv
iva). Thus he is described as appearing in three yugas (tenaiva tri-yugaù
paripaöhyate). At the end of Kali-yuga (kaler ante ca sampräpte) Väsudeva
(väsudevah) enters into (anupraviçya kurute) Kalki (kalkinaà), a teacher of
spiritual matters (brahma-vädinam), and protects the world (jagatsthitim).
Entering in Kali-yuga (kalua kåtvä praveçaà) into those jévas who have
previously appeared (pürvotpanneñu bhüteñu), the Lord carries out
(prabhuù kurute) his desired activities (yad abhipretam ätmanaù teñu
teñu).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• But one should not say that Caitanya
Mahäprabhu (who also appears in Kali-yuga) is
not a directly visible form of the Lord.

• He is not actually the yugävatära of Kali.

• The regular kali-yugävatära is black and is a
jéva.



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• According to the words of Garga, in a special Kali-
yuga the Lord himself, not a jéva, appears in a yellow
form.

• The black form enters into the golden form of Lord
Caitanya when Lord Caitanya appears. This resolves
the problem.

• Foot Note: On these grounds Buddha would also be
an äveçävatära.


