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Chapter-4
Manvantaravataras



Text-44

ato ‘misv avataratvam param syad aupacarikam

Thus (atah) it should be understood that calling théGvesa)

b avataras of the Lord (amisv param @Qvataratvam) is

a_secondary designation (since they are actually jivas)
(alﬂg)acﬁrikam syad).

Amisu_refers the forms starting with the Kumaras
(including Narada, Prthu, Parasurama) and ending with
Kalki - - -




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

—
* Foot Note: This means that Dattatreya, Kapila,

Rsabh/ﬂhanvmﬁh Metini, and well as the
fourteen Manvanwareavatiras and yugavatads are
1$vara forms. This is confirmed in the list of prabhava
and vaibhava forms that follows. Kumaras, Narada,
Prthu Parasurama, Kal ~ Sesa who holds up the
S hma and Siva, are jivas.
Buddha is not mentioned in the list of dve§a-avataras
or the list of prabhava and vaibhava forms. However
it is safe to assume he is an avesa form, since the list
of avesa forms mentioned here is not limited to the
list given. He also appears in Kali-yuga when the
Lord does not appear directly:




Text-45

atha prabhava-vaibhavah |
hari-svarupa-rupa ye paravasthebhya unakah |
saktinarm taratamyena kramat te tat-tad-akhyakah

Those forms of the lord (hari-svartpa-rupa ye)

with less power than the paravastha forms

@@arévasthebhig unakal) are described
(kramat te _ tat—tad-akhyakah) according to the
degree of power that they show (taratamyena).




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

Now _begins a description of the general

characteristics of the prabhava and vaibhava forms.

-

The difference is here described.

-

The prabhava forms have less power and the
vaibhava forms have more power.

e




Text-46

prabhavas ca dvidha tatra drSyante Sastra-caksusa |
eke naticira-vyakta nativistrta-kirtayah
te mohini ca hamsas ca sukladyas ca yuganugah

—

According the scriptures ($astra-caksusa drsyante) the
prabhava forms are of two types (prahhavas ca dvidha
tatra). The first type appears for a short period of time
(eke na aticira-vyakta) and is not_well knowmn (na
ativistrta-kirtayah). These are Moh_m_l_,_]ﬂamsa (te mohini
ca hamsas ca_l) and the wthite, red, Syama and black forms
of the yugavataras (sukladyas ca yugénggé_ﬁ).
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* The prabhava forms are divided according to

qualities shown by the forms.

e There are six forms which do not remain for a
long period.




Text-47

apare $astra-kartarah prayah syur muni-cestitah |
dhanvantary-rsabhau vyaso dattas ca kapilas ca te

~#

The second type (apare) are Dhanvantari, Rsabha,
Viélé_e_l_, Dattatreya and Kapila (dhanvantary-
rsabhau vyaso dattas ca kapilas ca te). They are
writers of scriptures (prayah sastra-kartarah syuh)
and act like sages (muni-cestitah).

In _Bhagavat-sandarbha, Jiva Gosvami indicates

Rsabha as avedavatara.




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

* These forms remain visible for a longer period.

of time and act like sages such as Dhanvantari.

* There are five in this category.

* The total number of prabhava forms is eleven.




Text:48-49

atha syur vaibhavavasthas te ca kiirmo rsadhipah |
narayano nara-sakhah sri-varaha-hayananau ||48]|
préni-garbhah pralamba-ghno yajnadyas ca caturdasa |

ity ami vaibhavavastha eka-vimsatir iritah [|49]|

There  are  twenty-one  wvaibhava forms (ami
vaibhavavastha eka-vimsatir _iritah): Kuarma, Matsya
(kirmo rsadhipah), Nara-Narayana (narayano nara-
sakhah), Va@_g_, Hayagriva (Sri-varaha-hayananau),
Préni-garbha, Baladeva (préni-garbhah pralamba-ghno)
and the fourteen manvantara-avataras (including Yajna
and Vamana) (yajnadyas ca caturdasa).




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

Now begins a description of the characteristics of the

vaibhava forms (which display more powerthan-the-

prabhava forms).

Nara and Narayana are counted as one form.

Thus the total comes to twenty-one.

Yajniadi refers to the fourteen manvantara- avataras.




Text:50-51

tatra te kroda-hayagrivau nava-vytuhantaroditau |
manvantaravataresu catvarah pravaras tatha [|50||
te tu Sri-hari-vaikunthau tathaivajita-vamanau |
sad ami vaibhavavasthah paravasthopama matah [|51]]

G—

Varaha and Hayagriva (tatra kroda-hayagrivau) among
the nava-vyiha (nava-vyuha antara) and Hari, Vaikuntha
(ri-hari-vaikunthau), Ajita and Vamana (tatha eva ajita-
vamanau) among the manvantara-avataras (manvantara
avatiresu catvarah), though vaibhava forms (sad ami
vaibhavavasthah), are considered similar to paravastha
forms (paravastha upama matah).
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Among the twenty-one vaibhava forms (tatra), special
ones such as Varaha are now mentioned.

The nava-vytiha are as follows:

catvaro vasyudevadya narayana-nrsitnhakau
hayagrivo mahakrodo brahma ceti navoditah _

Nava-vytha consists (nava uditah) of Vasudeva,
Sankarsana, Aniruddha, Pradyumna “(catvaro
vasyudeva adya), Narayana, Nrsimha (narayana-
nrsimhakau), Hayagriva, Varaha, and Brahma
(hayagrivo maha krodo brahma ca iti).
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* Varaha and Hayagriva among the nava-vytha
and Hari, Vaikuntha, Ajita and Vamana among
the manvantara-avataras — making a total of six
avataras — are similar to the paravastha forms.

* Among the twenty-one vaibhava forms, these
are outstanding because of having additional
poOwers.




Text-52

kesamcid esam sthanani likhyante $astra-drstitah |
yatra tatra virajante yani brahmanda-madhyatah |
visnudharmottaradinam vakyam tatra pramanyate

The places (kesarncid sthanani) where some of these avataras
reside (yatra tatra esarm virdjante) within the universe (yani.
brahmanda-madhyatah) will now be described according to.
scriptures (Iikhyamnte Sastra-drstitah). The statements of Visnu-
dharmottara and other scriptures (visnudharmottara adinam
vakyam) are presented as proot (tatra pramanyate).

o ——

For understanding their superior position, the abodes of some of

these avataras are now described.
—




Text-53

visnudharmottare —
tayoparistad aparas tavan eva pramanatah |
mahataleti vikhyato rakta-bhaumas ca paficamah ||
sarovararh bhavet tatra yojananam dasayutam |
svayarh ca tatra vasati kﬁrn;a-rﬁka-dharo harih

c_______J

In the Visnu-dharmottara it is said (visnudharmottare):

Above Talatala (tayoparistad) 15 the place called Mahatala
(aparah mahataleti vikhyato), the fifth hellish planet (paficamah)
of a similar dimension (tavan eva pramanatah). It is red in color

(rakta-bhaumas ca). It has a lake (sarovaramm bhavet tatra)
measuring one hundred thousand yojanas (yojananam
dasayutam). In that place Kurma resides (svayar ca tatra vasati
ktirma-rapa-dharo harih).




Text-54

tayoparistad aparas tavan eva pramanatah |
tatraste sarasi divya yojananam $at-trayam |
tasyam sa vasate devo matsya-rapa-dharo harih

Above Talatala (tayoparistad) and_of the same dimension
(tavan eva pramanatah), lies another planet (Rasatala)
(aparah), with an attractive lake (tatra aste sarasi divya)
measuring three hundred yojanas (yojananam S$at-
trayam). Matsya resides there (tasyam sa vasate devo
matsya-riupa-dharo harih).

Apara here means Rasatala.



Text-55

narayano narasakho vasate badaripade

Narayana the friend of Nara (narayano narasakho)
1izes in Badarikéérama (vasate badaripade).




Text-56

nr-varahasya vasatir mahar-loke prakirtita |
yojananam pramanena ayutanam sata-trayam

The abode ot Varaha, who is in halt human and
hall boar (nr-varahasya vasatih) is_in Mahar-loka
(mahar-loke prakirtita). It measures three million
yojanas (yojananarh pramanena ayutanarn sata-
trayam).




Text-57

ayutani ca pancasat Sesa-sthanamm manoharam

The attractive abode of Sesa ($esa-sthanam
manoharam) measures five hundred thousanii_
yojanas (ayutani ca pancasat).




Text: 58

sa eva loko varahah kathitas tu svayam prabhah |
loko ’yam anda-sarnlagnah sarvadhastan manoharabh |
varaha-riapo bhagavan Sveta-riipa-dharo vaset

It is said (kathitah) that the abode of Varaha (sa eva
loko varahah) is self-effulgent (svayam prabhah). It is
below the other planets (ayam lokah sarvadhastan
manoharah), and it touches the shell of the universe
(anda-sarnlagnah). The white col aha lives there
(varaha-riaipo bhagavan sveta-riipa-dharo vaset).




Text: 59

tayoparistad aparas tavan eva pramanatah |
pita-bhaumas caturthas tu gabhasti-tala-samjnakah |
tatraste bhagavan visnur devo hayasirodharah |
sasanka-sata-sankasah satakumbha-vibhiusanah

Above this (tayoparistad) lies another abode (aparah)
called Gabhisti-tala (gabhasti-tala-samjnakah). It is
yellow in color (pita-bhaumas). It is the fourth planet
from the bottom (caturthah). Hayasirsa resides there
(tatraste bhagavan visnur devo hayasirodharah). He is
white like a hundred moons (Sasanka-sata-sankasah),
and wears gold ornaments (satakumbha-vibhiisanah).
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Uttama was the son of Priyavrata.

Satyasena appeared during his rule.

His father was Dharma and his mother was Sunrta.

The Lord named Satysena was born along with his brothers
called Satyavratas.

As a friend of Indra || satyajit-sakhah|| he killed demons who
gave pain to living entities || bhtita-druhah|] .



Text-60

prsnigarbhasya vasatir brahmano bhuvanopari

The abode of Prénigarbha (prsnigarbhasya vasatir) lies
above the planet of Brahma (brahmano bhuvanopari).




Text-61

vasas tatra pralambarer yatraivagharipor bhavet

The abode of Balarama (pralambareh vasas tatra)
is the same as that of Krsna (yatra iva agharipor

bhavet).




