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Discussion of the Parävasthä forms



Text:217

mäà ca yo 'vyabhicäreëa
bhakti-yogena sevate

sa guëän samatétyaitän
brahma-bhüyäya kalpate

He who serves Me in pure devotional service (mäà
ca yo avyabhicäreëa bhakti-yogena sevate)
surpasses the guëas (sa guëän samatétyaitän), and
is qualified for Brahman (brahma-bhüyäya
kalpate). BG 14.26



Text:218

brahmaëo hi pratiñöhäham
amåtasyävyayasya ca

çäçvatasya ca dharmasya
sukhasyaikäntikasya ca

I am the basis of impersonal Brahman (brahmaëo hi
pratiñöhä aham), the basis of indestructible liberation
(amåtasya avyayasya ca), the basis of the eternal method
bhakti (çäçvatasya ca dharmasya) and the basis of the
bliss of the unalloyed devotee (sukhasya ekäntikasya ca).
BG 14.27



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• By bhakti fixed in the heart one can also perceive the
Brahman.

• What was stated in the Bhägavatam verse yathendriyaù (SB
3.32.33) is shown by a statement from the Gétä.

• He who worships me with full concentration through
devotion becomes qualified for realizing Brahman, a mass of
formless consciousness.

• This is the apparent meaning but the sentence actually
means that the devotee attains a similarity to Brahman.



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Thus the çruti says niraïjanaù paramaà sämyam
upaiti: the purified person attains likeness to the
supreme lord. (Muëòaka Upaniñad 3.1.3)

• One should not say that the verse means that the jéva
becomes Brahman.

• According to the Viñëu Puräëa that is a false
statement:



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

paramätmätmanor yogaù
paramärtha itéñyate

mithyaitad anya-dravyaà hi 
naity anya-dravyatäà yataù

It is said (iñyate) that the supreme goal (paramärtha) is
merging the Paramätmä with the individual soul
(paramätmä ätmanor yogaù iti). This is false (etad
mithyä) because (yataù) one object (anya-dravyaà hi)
cannot become another different object (naity anya-
dravyatäà).

• It is false to say that the small jéva can become the
immense Lord.



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• But how is it that the devotee of Vasudeva’s son
(apparently human) becomes similar to the Brahman
(spiritual)?

• The Lord answers, “I am the supreme shelter of that
Brahman which is formless and conscious (brahmaëo
hi pratiñöhäham).”

• I am the supreme shelter of eternal liberation
(avyayasyämåtasya) and eternal processes such as
hearing in bhakti-yoga (çäçvatasya dharmasya).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• I am the basis of the happiness of pure prema
(aikäntikasya sukhasya).

• By performing bhakti to me, attaining that Brahman
is nothing wonderful.


