
Laghu - Bhägavatämåta

Part-1 
The Sweetness of Kåñëa

Chapter-5
Discussion of the Parävasthä forms



Text-403
nanv arüpaù kåñëo dåçyo mäyika-rüpataù ||

Some may argue “But Kåñëa is actually without
form (nanv arüpaù kåñëah). He becomes visible
(dåçyah) with a material form (mäyika-rüpataù).”



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• The opponent tries to reinforce his argument.

• Kåñëa is actually invisible because he is pure
knowledge and bliss.

• He becomes visible because of accepting a form of
material sattva-guëa.



Texts 404-405
tathäpi mokña-dharme çré-bhagavad-vacanaà yathä –

etat tvayä na vijïeyaà rüpavän iti dåçyate |
icchan muhürtän naçyeyam éço ’haà jagato guruù ||

mäyä hy eñä mayä såñöä yan mäà paçyasi närada |
sarvabhütaguëair yuktaà naivaà tvaà jïätum arhasi ||

Thus (tathäpi), in Mokña-dharma (mokña-dharme) the Lord says (çré-
bhagavad-vacanaà yathä):
You do not understand (tvayä na vijïeyaà) that I become visible because I
accept a form (rüpavän iti dåçyate). Being master and guru of the universe
(jagatah éçah guruù), by my desire (icchan) I can become invisible (ahaà
muhürtän naçyeyam). Närada (närada), you see a material form (paçyasi)
which is mäyä (eñä hy mäyä), created by me (mayä såñöä). You should not
think (naivaà tvaà jïätum arhasi) that I am made of material qualities and
elements (yad mäà sarvabhütaguëair yuktaà). Mahäbhärata 12.326.42-3



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• This is a quotation from scripture to support the
opponent’s argument.

• You do not understand that I, like others, becomes
visible because I take a form.

• If I desire, giving up the form you see, I become
invisible, because I am the Lord, capable of accepting
and giving up such a form.



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Other persons cannot do this.

• “If others cannot do so, how do you who are without
form take up a form?”

• This form of mine that you see is created by me out
of mäyä.

• You should not think of me who am knowledge and
bliss to be made of the material qualities such as
sound, touch, form, taste and smell.



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana
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Text-406
tathä ca pädme –

anäma-rüpa eväyaà bhagavän harir éçvaraù |
akarteti ca yo vedaiù småtibhiç cäbhidhéyate ||

Padma Puräëa says:
The Lord (ayaà bhagavän harir éçvaraù) is without name
and form (anäma-rüpa eva) and is described (yah
abhidhéyate) by the Vedas and småtis (vedaiù småtibhiç
ca) as the non-doer (akartä iti).



Text-407
atra samädhänaà yathä çré-väsudevädhyätme –

aprasiddhes tad-guëänäm anämäsau prakértitaù |
apräkåtatväd arüpasyäpy arüpo ’säv udéryate ||

sambandhena pradhänasya harer nästy eva kartåtä |
akartäram ataù prähuù puräëaà taà purävidaù ||

The conclusion is as follows (atra samädhänaà), from the
Väsudeva Adhyätma (yathä çré-väsudeva adhyätme):
Because one can never enumerate all the Lord’s qualities
(aprasiddheh tad-guëänäm), he is said to be without name
(anämäsau prakértitaù). Because he has no material form
(apräkåtatväd arüpasyäpy), he is said to be without form (arüpah
asäv udéryate). Because the ancient lord (puräëaà) is not (nästy)
a doer (kartåtä) who is dependent on matter (pradhänasya
sambandhena), he is said to be the non-doer (taà akartäram ataù
prähuù) by the knowers of the Puräëas (purävidaù).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• The argument that the Lord takes a material form is
refuted.

• Because the Lord cannot be described completely, he
is said to have no name.

• Kärtsnyena näjo ’py abhidhätum éçaù: even Brahmä
cannot describe the Lord completely. (SB 12.4.39)

• Anäma is used with the meaning of “not being
completely describable.”



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• “Without form” means “without a material form, but
with a spiritual form.”

• The word “non-doer” means devoid of doership
dependent on a relationship with matter.

• He is however a doer independently as in the
following statements: tad aikñata: he glanced
(Chändogya Upaniñad 6.2.3) and so ’kämayata: he
desired (Taittiréya Upaniñad 2.6).



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

• Since these are descriptions of him doing activities
before relating with prakåti, he does activities in a
place which is devoid of any trace of matter.

• Thus, he is an independent doer.

• Previously this spotless place was described.



tasmai sva-lokaà bhagavän sabhäjitaù
sandarçayäm äsa paraà na yat-param
vyapeta-saìkleça-vimoha-sädhvasaà
sva-dåñöavadbhir puruñair abhiñöutam

The Lord, gratified by his worship (bhagavän
sabhäjitaù), showed Brahmä Mahä-vaikuëöha (tasmai
sva-lokaà sandarçayäm äsa), to which nothing is
superior (paraà na yat-param), which is free (vyapeta)
of suffering (saìkleça), confusion (vimoha) and fear of
offenses (sädhvasaà) and which is praised by the
devatäs (vibudhair abhiñöutam) who constantly see the
self (sva-dåñöavadbhir). SB 2.9.9



pravartate yatra rajas tamas tayoù
sattvaà ca miçraà na ca käla-vikramaù

na yatra mäyä kim utäpare harer
anuvratä yatra suräsurärcitäù

In Vaikuëöha (yatra) there is no (na pravartate) rajas or
tamas (rajas tamas), and no sattva mixed with rajas and
tamas (sattvaà ca tayoù miçraà). There is no
influence of time (na ca käla-vikramaù). There is no
influence of mäyä at all (na yatra mäyä), what to speak
of its products such as material elements (kim uta
apare). In Vaikuëöha the inhabitants are fully dedicated
to the Lord (yatra harer anuvratä) and are
worshippable by the devas, asuras and devotees (sura
asura arcitäù). SB 2.9.10
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