Laghu — Bhagavatamrta

Part-2
The Sweetness of Krsna’s
devotees



Text-1

aradhanarh mukundasya bhaved avasyakar yatha |
tatha tadiya-bhaktanam no ced doso ’sti dustarah

Just as (yatha) one must necessarily worship Krsna

(mukundasya arédhanam@@bhaved _one must
also worship his devotees (tatha tadiya-bhaktanarm). If
one does not worship them (na ced), it is a great fault
(dustarah dosah asti ).




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

May Murari, who is none other than Caitanya Mahaprabhu, dwell
eternally in our heartsT By his mercy King Prataparudra (also
Gajendra) attained the highest bliss.

Having described the true nature of the Supreme [ord’s form,
qualities and powers, the author now describes the nature of the
form of the devotees of the Lord.

The word atha indicates that, after describing Krsna, the devotees
will be described.

It indicates that there is a distinction between<the Lord and his

devotee.

With the first verse, the author makes a proposition.

— S—

——
An example is given in the next verse.



Text-2

tatha hi padme —
markandeyo 'mbarisas ca vasur vyaso vibhisanah |
pundariko balih sambhuh prahlado viduro dhruvah ||
dalbhyah parasaro bhismo naradadyas ca vaisnavaih |
sevya harim nisevyami no ced agah param bhavet

Thus Padma Purana says:

After worshipping the Lord (harim nisevya), the _Vaisnawvas
should also worship (vaisnavaih sevya) Markandeya, Ambarisa,
Uparicara-vasu, Vyasa, Vibhisana, Pundarika, Bali, Siva,
Prahlada, Vidura, Dhruva, Dalbhya, Parasara, Bhisma, Narada
and other devotees (adyas ca). If they do not do so (na’_c_e_d_}, they

commit unavoidable offense (agah param bhavet).

o — -




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

Vasu reters to Uparicara who was a dedicated devotee of the
Lord.

Agah means offense.

Param means unavoidable.




Text-3

tatha ca hari-bhakti-sudhodaye -
arcayitva tu govindarh tadilyan narcayanti ye |
na te visnoh prasadasya bhajanam dambhika janah

Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya says:

Those hypocritical people (dambhika janah) who (ye),
having worshipped Govinda (arcayitva tu govindari), do
not worship his devotees (tadiyan na arcayanti), do not

get the mercy of Visnu (na te visnoh prasadasya
bhajanarm). Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya 16.76

Dambika means those who cheat Visnu.




Text-4

padmottara-khande —
aradhananar sarvesam visnor aradhanarh param |
tasmat parataram devi tadiyanarm samarcanam

Uttara-khanda of Padma Purana says:

Worship of Visnu (visnor aradhanarn) is_supreme
(param) among all forms of worship (sarvesam
aréi'd'lﬁnapam ). The best part of the worship of Visnu
(tasmat parataram) is worship ol his devotees
(tadiyanam samarcanam), O Devi (devi)! Padma
Purana, Uttara-khanda, 253.176




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

* Tasmat means “out of the worship of Visnu, or among the
ditterent parts of Visnu worship.”

* What thi ' t in the worship of Visnu, worship of
the devotee is included, and that worship of the devotees
within the Visnu wors nip is the best part. (Worship of Visnu
is not rejected completely in favor of worshipping only the
devotees.) o -




Text-5

tatraiva ca —
arcayitva tu govindar tadiyan narcayet tu yah |
na sa bhagavato jieyah kevalamh dambhikah smrtah

Also in the same scripture, it is said:

He who (yah) after worshipping Govinda (arcayitva tu
govindam) does not worship his devotees (tadiyan na
arcayet) is not recognized as a devotee ﬁ(n_g__g_ah

bflﬁgavatah jieyah) but rather as a hypocrite (kevalam
dambhikah smrtahj. -




Text-6

adi-purane —
mama bhakta hi ye partha na me bhaktas tu te matah |

mad-bhaktasya tu ye bhaktas te me yuktatama matah
/

Adi-purana says:

Those who worship only me (mama bhakta hi ye), 1. do
not consider them to be my best devotees (na me bhaktas
tu te matah), O Arjuna (partha)! Those who also
worship my devotees (mad-bhaktasya tu ye bhaktah), I
consider them to be the best devotees (te me yuktatama
matah).




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

Those devotees who do not have affection for my devotees
are not the best devotees (na me bhaktah). (They are still
considered devotees.)

This is understood because the next line speaks of the best
devotees.

The best devotees (yuktatama) are those who have attection
tor the devotees.

This is revealed in the story of Srutadeva, who worshipped
not only Krsna but the sages accompanying him.




Text-7

Srimad-bhagavate ca —
mad-bhakta-ptujabhyadhika

Srimad-bhagavatam says:

Superior to my worship is worshipping my devotee
(mad-bhakta-piija abhyadhika). SB 11.19.21




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

* Worship of my devotee is superior to worship of me.

* This rejects considerations such as which family a
devotee was born in.

G

* (One should take the foot water of those devotees.




Text-8

etesam api sarvesarh prahladah pravaro matah |
sarvesu hari-bhaktesu prahlado hi mahattamah

Among all the devotees (etesam api sarvesarn), Prahlada
is considered the leader (prahladah pravaro matah).
Among all the devotees of the Lord (sarvesu hari-
bhaktesu), Prahlada is the greatest (prahlado hi
mahattamah). - —




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

* Just as the author has explained the difference
between svayam-riipa, vilasa and vyidha {forms
according to_the amount of manifested and
unmanifested qualities in each form, he now explains
the different types of devotees according to their

@ of bhakti.




Text-9

yatha skande $ri-rudra-vakyam —
bhakta eva hi tattvena krsnam janati na tv aham |
sarvesu hari-bhaktesu prahlado ‘timahattamah

Siva says in the Skanda Purana:

The devotee alone (bhakta eva hi) knows Krsna (krsnam
janati) in truth (tattvena). 1 do not _know him (na_tv
aham). Among all the devotees of the Lord (sarvesu hari-
bhaktesu), Prahlada is the highest (prahlado ati mahat
tamah). He knows Krsna (impligd).

—




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

* The person devoted solely to Krsna knows Krsna and
no one else does.

* By saying he does not know Krsna, Siva is showing
remorse and Ieeling insignificant, since he is serving
in a specific role with specific qualification given by

the Lord.

* He shows which type of devotee actually knows
Krsna.




Text-10

Sri-saptama-skandhe $ri-prahladasyaiva vakyam —
kvaharh rajah-prabhava isa tamo ’dh_il(_ﬁ_’S_II_l_LH
jatah suretara-kule kva tavanukampa |
na brahmano na tu bhavasya na vai ramaya
yan me ‘rpitah Sirasi padma-karah prasadah

———

—

Prahlada says in the Seventh Canto:

[, with prominence of passion (kvaham rala_ll-prabllaval, born in
the family of demons (jatah asmin sura-itara-kule) full of
ignorance (tamo adhike), have become the object of your mercy
(kva tavanukampa), since you placed (yan arpitah) your merciful
lotus hand (padma-karah prasadah) on my head (me Sirasi), and
not on the head of Brahma, Siva or Laksmi (na brahmano na tu
bhgyasla na vai ramaya). SB 7.9.26 *




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

This verse shows the superiority of Prahlada.

pre—

Prahlada expresses the@congruithﬂirr_lsLelf being born in.a

demon family (kva suretara-kule jato ’ham), and getting the
Lord’s mercy (kva tasmin tavanukampa).

My family is filled with the modes of passion and ignorance.

And that mercy of your lotus hand was not oftered to

Laksmi, Brahma or Siva, but was ollered to my head by you.




Text-11

tatraiva Sri-nrsimha-vakyam —
bhavanti purusa loke mad-bhaktas tvam anuvratah |
bhavan me khalu bhaktanam sarvesam pratirapa-dhrk

There also Nrsimha says:

Those who {lollow your example (tvam  anuvratah
purusa) will naturally become my devotees (mad-
bhaktah bhavanti). You are the best example (bhavan
pratirupa-dhrk) for all devotees (sarvesarn _me
bhaktanar). SB 7.10.21




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

Those who follow your example (tvam anuvratah) will
become my devotees.

—

a—

You are the model (pratirapa-dhrk).

There are all other devotees on the one hand, and you on the
other hand.

You are the best among all devotees. .




Text-12
pandavah sarvatah sresthah
~prahladad idrsad api |
Sri-bhagavatam evatra
pramanarh sphutam iksyate

The Pandavas are even superior (pandavah sarvatah
sresthah) to Prahlada (prahladad idrsad api). Statements
in Manvatam (sri-bhagavatam eva) are proot of that
(atra pramanarh sphutam iksyate).




Text-13

1 7.10.48 ||
yuyarm nr-loke bata bhuri-bhdga
lokarih punanda munayo 'bhiyanti
yesam grhan avasatiti saksad
giidham pararin brahma manusya-lingam

You Pandavas (yiuiyarii) are most fortunate in this world (nr-
loke bata bhuri-bhaga). Sages who purify the planets
(lokam_pundna munayah) come and visit your houses
(abhiyanti) because the Supreme Brahman (saksat param

brahma) personally resides in your houses (yesar grhan
avasati) in a | human form (- manusya-lmgam)




Text-14

] 7.10.49 ||
sa va ayarir brahma mahad-vimrgya-
kaivalya-nirvana-sukhanubhiitih
priyah suhrd vah khalu matuleya
atmarhaniyo vidhi-krd gurus ca

Krsna definitely expands as the Brahman (sah va ayam
brahma), the realization of bliss without qualities (kaivalya
nirvana-sukha anubhiitih), which is sought by great sages
(mahat-vimrgya). He also resides in your house as the
object of dffection, a friend (priyah suhrt), a_cousin, as your
soul (atma matuleya), as a person worthy of worship
(arhaniyah), as a servant and as a guru (vidhi-krt guruh
ca). B




Text-15

1 7.10.50 |
na yasya saksad bhava-padmajadibhi
riupariL dhiya vastutayopavarnitam
maunena bhaktyopasamena pujitah
prasidatam esa sa satvatam patih

The truth about Krsna (yasya riipam) is_not perceived as it
actually is (na vastutaya-upavarnitam) by Brahma or
others  (bhava-padmaja-adibhih) by their _intelligence
(dhiya). May the Lord of the devotees (sah satvatam
patih), who is worshipped (pujitah) by vows of silence
(maunena); bhaktt (bhaktya) and control of the wmind
(upasamena), be pleased with us (prasidatam)!

™




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

Now the author explains that the Pandavas are superior in

devotion to Prahlada.

Narada speaks to Yudhisthira who was thinking himself very
lowly after hearing the story of Prahlada.

g—

“How are we so fortunate?” Narada says, “The param brahma
11ves in your house.

The sages such as Markandeya who purity the world visit your
house.” B

—

“Why is our cousin the param brahma?” Krsna is the brahman

sought by the greatsagesamte s your dear friend.

He is the cause of Brahman, for he gives direct realization of
the pure bliss of liberation. -




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

An example of Krsna giving liberation is Sisupala.

The sruti says tam eve viditvatimrtum eti: knowing the Lord

one attains [iberation. (Svetasvatara Upanisad 3.8) Smrti says

muKfi-pradata sarvesarh visnur eva na sarmsaya: without

doubt Visnu is the bestower of liberation to all peopl (Harl-

vamsa) V1dh1 krt means “he follows your orders.”

———

“Since Krsna

Satyab

is famous for his extreme attraction to

, can he be considered she

self-contented Brahman?  His real form cannot be discerned

by the intelligence of Siva and others.




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

They are bewildered concerning him.

This can be seen when (Siva 3 bewildered during Krsna’s
fight with Banasura, when Brahma) stole the cowherd boys

and calves and when Indra became angry at worship of
Govardhana.
He is absorbed only with the queens who are manifestations

of the spiritual svartpa-sakti.

Thus he is atmarama, seli-enjoying brahman,

He is known as such by the pure devotees, but not by thase
who think they are rulers of the World_m_th_e_dﬂag_




vyakhyatam ca Sri-svami-padaih —
aho prahladasya bhagyam yena devo drstah | vayarh tu manda-bhagyah iti
visidantam rajanarm praty aha yayam iti tribhih [|16]|

na tu prahladasya grhe param brahma vasati, na ca tad-darsanartharh munayas
tad-grhan abhiyanti | na ca tasya brahma matuleyadi-rapena vartate | na ca svayam
eva prasannar | ato yltyam eva tato 'py asmatto ’pi bhari-bhagah iti bhavah |[|17]|

Sridhara Svami comments thus:

Narada speaks there three verses (aha | yllyam _iti | tribhib) to Yudhisthira (rajanarn
praty) who was lamenting to himself after hearing the story of Prahlada
(visidantarh). “What great fortune Prahlada had (aho prahladasya bhagyam),
getting the glance of the Lord (yena devo drstah). We however—arc most
unfortunate (vayam tu manda-bhagyah iti).” - —

But the supreme Brahman (param brahma tu) did not live in the house of Prahlada
(na prahladasya grhe vasati), nor did the sages (na ca munayah) come to his
houses (tad—grheﬁ?tbhiyanti) to see the Lord (tad-@_aﬁham). Nor does the
Lord (na ca brahma) take the form ol Prahlada’s nephew (tasya matuleyadi-rapena

vartate). Nor did he personally show{avors 1o Prahlada (na ca svayam eva

prasannaiin). Therefore ) you are (yuyam eva) much more fortunate (bhuri-
bhagah) tham us and Prahlada (taTo py asiMatto pi iti bhavah). T




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

* The author shows the superiority of the Pandavas
over Prahlada by quofing the comments of Sridhara
Svami.




Text-18

sadatisannikrstatvat mamatadhikyato hareh |
pandavebhyo ’pi yadavah kecit sresthatama matah

It is said (matah) that the eternal associates among the
Yadavas (yadavah k_e_cit_) are superior to the Pandavas
(pandavebhyah api Sresthatama) because they were
constantly with the Lord (§ada ati sannikrstatvat), since
they had greater greed for the Lord (ha_r_e_l_) mamata

adhikyatah).




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

 Now the Yadus are shownto be superior to the Pandavas.

=i

* Kecit indicates rhart those who were efernal associates among

the Yadus are superior to the Pandavas.




Text-19

tatha hi sri-dasame —
aho bhoja-pate yuyarh janma-bhajo nfnam iha |
yat pasyathasakrt krsnam durdarsam api yoginam

In the Tenth Canto it is said:

O King of the Bhojas (aho bhoja-pate), you alone among
men (ninam yuyam) have achieved a truly exalted birth
(iha _janma-bhajah), for you continually behold (yat
pasyatha asakrt) Lord Krsna (krsnam), who is rarely
visible even to great yogis (durdarsam api yoginam). SB
10.82.28 - - -

Bh¥oja-pate refers to Ugrasena.



Text-20

tad-darsana-sparsananupatha-prajalpa-
sayyasanasana-sayauna-sapmda-bandhah |
yesam grhe niraya-vartma-nivartatar vah
svargél?avarga-viramah svayam asa visnuh

The same Lord Visnu (svayam visnuh) who makes one forget the
goals of heaven and liberation (svargapavarga-viramah) has now
entered into marital and blood relationships with you (vah
sayauna-sapinda-bandhah asa), who have given up the hellish
path of family life (grhe mraya-vartma—mvartatam T Tndeed, in
these relationships (yesam) yoli see and touch Him directly (tad-
darsana-sparsana), walk beside Him, converse with Him
(anupatha-prajalpa), and together with Him lie down to rest

(Sayya), sit at ease (asana) and take your meals (asana). SB
10.82.30 R




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

The tull form of Krsna (svayam visnuh) resides in your
house. —

Or the meaning can be “he_resides there spontaneously,
without particular motive, as an eternal companion of the
Yadus.”

———

And you are eternally free of the flow of the material world
(niraya-vartma-nivartatam).

And Krsna makes us completely disinterested in the greatest
pleasures and powers of Svarga and liberation.

This means that the Ilord does not bestow material
benedictions or liberation for his pure devotees.




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

* He who is seen by you, touched by you and together Wlth
you sleeps, sits, talks (prajalpa), and walks (anupatha), i
connected by marriage (sayauna) and by blood (sapinda) tc to
you.

* Because they are eternal associates, they are absorbed
completely in Krsna in all actions.

—




1 CXl-41

tatha —
sayyasanatanalapa-krida-snanasanadisu |
na viduh santam atmanam vrsnayah krsna-cetasah

c— ——

Also in the Tenth Canto:
The Vrsnis (vrsnayah) were so absorbed in Krsna
consciousness (krsna-cetasah) that they forgot their own
bodies (na viduh santam_ atmanam) while sleeang
(sayya), sitting (asana), walking (atana) conversing
(alapa) pm (krlda) batiting, eating 1o and so on (snana
asana adisu). SB 10 9046  —

e, —




Text-22

yadubhyo ’pi varistho ’sau
sarvebhyah srimad-uddhavah |
srimad-bhagavate yasya
sruyate mahimadbhutah

Among all the Yadavas however (asau yac_l_ubhxgh
sarvebhyah api) Uddhava (srimad-uddhavah), whose

astonishing glory (yasya mahima adbhutah) is heard
(sriyate) in the Bhagavatam (Srimad-bhagavate), is the
best (varisthah).




Text-23

tatha hi ekadase sSrimad-bhagavad-vakyam
na tatha me priyatama atma-yonir na sankarabh |
na ca sankarsano na $rir naivatma ca yatha bhavan

The Lord says in the Eleventh Canto:

O Uddhava! Neither Brahmai, nor Sankara (na atma-yonir
na Sankarah), nor Sankarsana, nor Laksmi (na ca
sankarsano na Srir), nor even My own self (na eva atma)

is as dear to Me (tatha me priyatama) as you (yatha
bhavan). SB 11.14.15




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

. Amorl& the Yadus, Uddhava is shown to be the be_st.

* Atma-yonih is Brahma.

 Atma refers to the Lord himself.




Text-24

tatha
tvam tu bhagavatesv aham

Also from Bhagavatam:

Among the devotees you represent me, O Uddhava (tvamn
tu bhagavatesv aham)! SB 11.16.29




Text-25

abalyad eva govinde bhaktir asyakhilottama

From infancy (abalyad eva) Uddhava’s devotion to
Krsna (asya govinde bhaktih) was the highest
(alihilottamﬁ) .

The reason for his superiority is here shown.




Text-26

tatha ca Sri-trtiye —
yah pafnca-hayano matra pratar-asaya yacitah |
tan naicchad racayan yasya saparyarh bala-lilaya

In the Third Canto it is said:

When he was only five vears old (yah panca-hayanah),
ma@nﬁg an image of Krsna, Uddhava (racayan yasy_a)
used to offer items of worship to it (saparyam bala-
lilaya), and when_his mother called him for breakfast
(matra pratar-asaya yacitah), he did not want to eat (tat
na aicchat) while his WorshiE was incomplete (implieHT
SB3.2.2




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

* Hayanah means years.

* Saparyam means worship.




Text-27
ataeva tatraiva Sri-bhagavad-vacanam —
noddhavo 'nv api man-nytiino
yad gunair narditah prabhuh

The Lord describes Uddhava:
Uddhava (uddhavah) is not less than me (na anu api
mat-nyunah), because he is master of maya (yat

prabhuh) and not at all lacking inawyspiritual quality

(gunaih na arditah). He should remain on this earth
(atah tisthatu iha), giving knowledge of me (grahayan
mad-vayunar) to El_le world (lokarnh). SB 3.4.31

The Lord states Uddhava equal to himself, without a
speck of inferiority. _
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