Laghu — Bhagavatamrta

Part-2
The Sweetness of Krsna’s
devotees



Text-28

asyarthah | yad-gunaih yasya uddhavasya gunaih, prabhur apy
ahar na arditah | na yacitah | yad va yat yasmat | uddhavah
gunaih sattvadibhih | na arditah na piditah | gunatita ity arthah |
tatra hetuh prabhuh bhakti-rasasvade prabhavisnuh

The statement is then explained by the author giving another
meaning also. Here is the meaning (asya arthah). Uddhava who
does not need to request any qualities from me, the Lord, is not
inferior to me (aharn na arditah). Or (yad va) he is not inferior to
me because he is not afflicted by the gunas of material nature.
That is because (tatra hetuh) he is the master (prabhuh), tully
competent in tasting the rasa of bhakti (bhakti-rasasvade
prabhavisnuh).



Text-29

vraja-devyo variyasya idrsad uddhavad api |
yad asarn prema-madhuryam sa eso 'py abhiyacate

But the women of Vraja (vraja-devyah) are superior
(variyasya) to Uddhava (idrsad uddhavad api), because
(yad) even he (sah apy) begged (abhiyacate) tor the

sweetness of their prema (asarn prema-madhuryam).



Text-30

tatha hi sri-dasame
etah param tanu-bhrto bhuvi gopa-vadhvo
govinda evam akhilatmani riadha-bhavah |
vanchanti yad bhava-bhiyo munayo vayar ca
kim brahma-janmabhir ananta-katha-rasasya

Thus it says in the Tenth Canto:

Among all persons on earth, these cowherd women alone have
actually perfected their embodied lives, for they have achieved the
perfection of unalloyed love for Lord Govinda. Their pure love is
hankered after by those who fear material existence, by great
sages, and by ourselves as well. For one who has tasted the
narrations of the infinite Lord, what is the use of taking birth as a
high-class brahmana, or even as Lord Brahma himself? SB
10.47.58



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

The author shows that the gopis are superior to Uddhava.
The proot is given.

The women of Vraja alone (param) are endowed with the
topmost bodies.

They display mahabhava for Krsna (rudha-bhavah), who
performs pastimes as a cowherd (govinde) and who is the
source ot all (akhilatmani).

Those desiring liberation such as Saunaka (bhava-bhiyah)
and those who are liberated such as Narada (munayah)
desire that bhava.



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

 And we also, Uddhava and others, desire it.

* Seeing how the Lord comes under their control, they desire
such a degree of love, but they do not desire the same
conjugal bhava.

* What is the use of many births as Brahma, it one does not
attain such love? What is the use of such births for a person
who has no extreme attachment (rasasya) for topics of Krsna
who is the embodiment of infinite sweetness (ananta-katha)?
It is of no value at all.



Text-31

Sri-brhad-vamane ca bhrgv-adin prati sri-brahma-vakyam —
sasthi-varsa-sahasrani maya taptarn tapah pura |
nanda-gopa-vraja-strinam pada-rentpalabdhaye |
tathapi na maya praptas tasam vai pada-renavah

The words of Brahma to Bhrgu and others in Brhad-vamana
Purana:

[ performed penance for six thousand years in order to attain the
dust from the feet of the women of Vraja. But I could not attain
the dust from their feet.



Text-32

bhrgv-adi-vakyam —
vaisnavanam pada-rajo grhyate tvad-vidhair api |
santi te bahavo loke vaisnava naradadayah ||
tesam vihaya gopinam pada-renus tvayapi yat |
grhyate sarh$ayo me ’tra ko hetus tadvat prabho

Bhrgu said:
You can take the dust from the feet of the devotees. There are
many devotees such as Narada on your planet. O master! I have a

doubt. What is the reason that you reject their foot dust and want
to take the dust of the gopis’ feet?



Text-33

Sri-brahma-vakyam —
na striyo vraja-sundaryah putra Sresthah sriyo ’pi tah |
naham Sivas ca Sesas ca $ris$ ca tabhih samah kvacit

Brahma said:

Thee women of Vraja are not ordinary women. They are greater

than even Laksmi. O son! Siva, Sesa and Laksmi are not equal to
them.

Compared even to Laksmi (Sriyo 'pi), the gopis are greater.



Text-34

adi-purane ca srimad-arjuna-vakyarm —
trailokye bhagavad-bhaktah ke tvam jananti marmani
kesu va tvam sada tustah kesu prema tavatulam

Arjuna speaks in Adi Purana:

In the three worlds, which devotees know you in truth? Who
satisties you? Which devotees have the greatest love for you?

Who has the greatest love which brings you under control?



Text:35-37
Sri-bhagavad-vakyam —
na tatha me priyatamo brahma-rudras ca parthiva |
na ca laksmir na catma ca yatha gopijano mam [|35]|
bhakta mamanuraktas ca kati santi na bhutale |
kintu gopijanah pranadhika-priyatamo mama ||36||
na marh jananti munayo yoginas ca parantapa |
na ca rudradayo deva yatha gopyo vidanti mam ||37|]

The Lord speaks:

O prince! Brahma, Siva and Laksmi are not as dear to me as the
gopis. | am attached to many devotees on this earth, but I hold
the gopis dearer than my own life. O conquerer of enemies! Sages,
yogis, Siva and the devatds do not know me as much as the gopis
know me.



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

* The sages and others do not know me to the extent that the
gopis know me.



Text:38-40
na tapobhir na vedai$ ca nacarair na ca vidvava |
vaso ’smi kevalarh premna pramanarh tatra gopika [[38||
man-mahatmyarm mat-saparyarm mac-chraddarm man-manogatam |
o jananti gopikah partha nanye jananti marmani ||39]|
nijangam api ya gopyo mameti samupasate |
tabhyah param na me partha nigﬁdhﬂ)rema-gﬁﬁj anam [[40]| iti ||

[ am not brought under control (na vaso ’smi) by austerities, by recitation of
the Vedas (tapobhir na vedais ca), by conduct in varnasrama or_by
knowledge (midcarair na ca vidyaya). 1"am controlled only by prema
(kevalam premna). The gopis are proof of this (pramanam tatra gopika). O
son of Prtha (partha)! The gopis know (jananti gopikah) my glory (mad-
mahatmyar), my worship (mat-saparyam), my faith (mac-chraddam), and
my mentality (man-manogatam). Others do not know me in truth (na anye
jananti marmani). There is no one who has such deep love for me as the
gopis (tabhyah param na me nigiidha-prema-bhajanam), since they worship
@mupésate) while thinking of their bodies as mine (nija angam mama
iti).




Text-41

na citram prema-madhuryam

asam vafiched yad uddhavah |
pada-rentksitam yena
trna-janmapi yacyate

It is not surprising (ma citrarh) that Uddhava (yad
uddhavah) desired (vanched) the sweetness of their
prema (asam prema-madhuryam) and begged (yacyate)
to be born as a blade of grass (trna-janmapi) sprinkled
with the dust from their feet (yena pada-rena ksitar).




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

The glory of the gopis’ love is expressed by Uddhava’s desire
to have the intensity of their love by being a blade of grass.

Yena reters to Uddhava.

The phrase means “by whom being born as a blade of grass
was begged.”




Text-42
tatha hi sri-dasame —
asam aho carana-renu-jusam aham syam
vrndavane kim api gulma-latausadhinam |
ya dustyajarn sva-janam arya-pathar ca hitva
bhejur mukunda-padavim srutibhir vimrgyam

Thus it is said in the Tenth Canto:

Ah (aho)! Let me become (aham syat) one of Vrindavan’s herbs
and plants Tvmdavane kim api gulma—latausadhmam) and be
regularly sprinkled with the dust of the gopis feet (asam
carana-renu-jusam), for the gopis @ abandoned (hitva) their
families (sva-janam) and their religious principles (arya-patham
ca), both extremely difficult to give up {dustyajari), in order to
worship Mukunda (bhejur mukunda-padavim), the ultimate
objective ot all the Vedic literatures (srutibhir Vlmrgx_m) SB

10.77.61




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

* May I become a blade of grass in Vrndavana, amongst the
shrubs, creepers or grass which serve the dust of the feet of
the gopis!

* By desiring to be born as a blade of gra orinkled with their
foot dust, he 1 Jicates that &ven his desire to attaim their

@rrsfty of lo 12) 15 to atta




Text-43

iti krsnam nisevyagre
krsnasyopasakair janaih |
sevyah prasada-puspadyair
avaSyar vraja-subhruvah

Thus (iti) after worshipping Krsna (agre krsnam
nisevya), the worshippers of Krsna (krsnasya upasakair
janaih) necessarily worship (avasyam sevyah) the gopis
(vraja-subhruvah) by the flowers and other items (puspa
adyaih) which have been offered to Krsna (prasada).




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

Here the author states the intention of the previous
recitation. -

—

It is necessary for the worshippers who understand the
essence of scripture to worship the women of Vraja.




Text-44

tatrapi sarva-gopinam
radhikati-variyasi |
sarvadhikyena kathita

yat puranagamadisu

Among all the gopis however (tatrapi sarva-gopinam),
Radhika is the best (radhika ati-variyasi), because (yat)
she is said (kathita) to be supreme (sarvadhikyena) in
the Puranas, Vedas and other texts (purana agama
adisu). S

C—

—




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

* The superiority of Radha among all the gopis is proved by a
statement Irom Padma Purana.

——

* The word agama refers to works like Brhad-gautamiya-tantra.
There it says:

devi krsnamayi prokta radhika para-devata
sarva-laksmi-mayi sarva-kantih sammohini para

om—

Radhika is the supreme worshippable person (devi radhika
para-devata), non-ditferent from Krsna (krsnamayi prokga). She
is the embodiment of all opulence (sarva-laksmi-mayi) and all
bea\uty (sarva-kantih). She is the supreme enchanter
(sammohini para).




Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

Adi refers to Purusa-bodhini-sruti.

In that work after gokulakhye mathura-mandale it says
govindo pi syamah and then dve parsve candravali radhika
ca: on his two sides are Candravali and Radha.

O

Then it says yasya arhSe laksmi-durgadika saktih: the arsas
of Radha are Laksmi, Durga and others.

Thus the supreme position of Radha among all the devotees
1S proven.




LEXU-T7)
yatha padme —
yatha radha priya visnos
tasyah kundam priyam tatha |
 sarva-gopisu saivaika
visnor atyanta-vallabha

c—

Padma Purana says:

Just as Radha is dear to Krsna (yatha radha priya
vishoh), her kunda is dear (tasyah kundarm priyam
tatha). Among all the gopis (sarva-gopisu) she is (sa eva
@ the most beloved of Krsna (visnor atyanta-

vallabha).




Text-46

adi-purane ca —
trailokye prthivi dhanya yatra vrndavanar pur |
tatrapi gopikah partha tatra radhabhidha mama

Adi Purana says:
O Arjuna (partha)! In the three worlds (trailokye), the
earth (prthwl) where Vrndavana town exists (yatra
vrndavanarn purl) is most fortunate (ﬂlﬁanya) Only in
that place ) do the gopis reside (gopikah), and
there my gopi named Radha resides (tatra radhabhidha
mama). T




Tllus end Part Two called Nectar of the Devotees. With this, the
work Laghu-bhaggvatamrta is completed.
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