Laghu-Bhagavatamrta

-Srila Rupa Goswami

Part 1: The sweetness of Krsna

\
Chapter 2:
Description of the Purusavataras and
Gunavataras
4

[ The Gunavataras - Visnu ]

Liberation is possible only
through Visnu worship
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Thus in the First Canto it is said:

Those who are serious about liberation are certainly non-

forms of Lord Visnu and His plenary portions.
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envious, and they respect all. Yet they reject the horrible and
ghastly forms of the demigods and worship only the all-blissful
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mumuksavo ghora-ripan
hitva bhata-patin atha ég
narayana-kalah santa 1.2.26
bhajanti hy anasayavah

bhiita-patin : forms of Siva, also
indicates pitras, Brahma and others.

ghora-rapan : have forms of rajas and
tamas
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ghastly forms : Kala-bhairava and
Mahakalr (SP purport)
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In the above verse, the word kala indicates the svamsa forms of

Visnu.

Svamsa indicates forms such as Matsya and
Kirma.
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Brahma, Siva and other devatas should
worship Visnu and the svamsa forms of
Visnu
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Thus Brahma3, Siva and other devatas are shown to be less than
all the svamsa forms of Visnu.
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The intention here is to show that Brahma, Rudra and
others should also worship Visnu.

Text57

/ Thus, in the First Canto it is also said: \

Who can be worthy of the name of the Supreme Lord but the
Personality of Godhead, SrT Krsna? Brahmaji collected the water
emanating from the nails of His feet in order to award it to Lord Siva
as a worshipful welcome. This very water [the Ganges] is purifying the
whole universe, including Lord Siva.

\ $B 1.18.21 /

Even if Brahma and Siva are the actually the supreme lord in some
kalpas, they worship the pure sattva form of Vishnu in order to
teach the devatas.
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/ And in the Maha-Varaha Purana it is said: \

Matsya, Kirma, Varaha and other avataras are equal to Visnu and
non-different from him . Brahma and others below him are not
equal to Visnu. However, the citsakti of the Lord (prakrti) is
K different and non-different from him. /

Matsya, Kurma, Varaha and other avataras : equal and non- different
from Visnu (sama)

Brahma and others : not equal and different from Visnu (asama)

prakrti/ citsakti : different and non different from Visnu (sama asama)
( acintya bheda-abheda tattva)

Ramacandra Kaviraja has said:

“Prahlada, Dhruva, Vibhishana, Bali, Vyasa, Ambarisha and others, by
worshipping Visnu, became dear to Brahma and Shiva.

Others such as Ravana, Bana, Paundraka, Vrka and the demon Kraunca,
who were devotees of Brahma and Siva, are not dear to Brahma and
Siva, and are not dear to Visnu.

They are thus enemies of the world.

You may consider that Siva is a follower of Visnu or Visnu is a follower of
Siva.

Or you may consider all the three equal!
But by looking at the type of people who become followers of Siva and

Brahma, we offer our respects with our heads to the servants of Visnu,
and take shelter of them.”
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In the previous verse, prakrti refers to the Lord’s
cit-sakti. Because it is different and non-different from
the Lord it is called samasama.

Prakrti in the context refers to the
cit-Sakti, the svariipa-sakti of the Lord.

Acc. to 5ri Caitanya Siksamrita by
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

[ Svarupa sakti (spiritual energy)
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Because this spiritual sakti is non-different from Visnu as
heat is nondifferent from fire, it is called svabhaviki in the
Svetasvatara Upanisad.

When we say Visnu's sakti we make distinction by the power
of visesa, though difference between the Lord and his
energy is only apparent.

visesa is apparent difference, not actual difference.

Without that visesa there could be no condition of
distinguishing an object from its quality.

Milk is white.

Whiteness is visesa, sweetness is visesa, smell is visesa.
We can not separate these things from milk.

Carrot is orange in colour.

Orange colour of carrot is visesa - it can not be separated
from carrot.

This non-difference of object and quality is accomplished by the
very capacity of the object to hold quality.

Object - Visnu
Quality - sakti

Even if the carrot becomes dry, it will still hold the orange
colour.

Because of this visesa which we propound, the condition of object
and quality, soul and body, avatara and avatari exist as one in Visnu.
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Though they are non-different, visesa is the attribute by which one
can apprehend them as different.




