Sri Siksastakam

Emanated trom the lotus mouth
of Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu
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Why Harinama Sankirtanam is
exclusively gloritied amongst all
the other limbs of Devotional
Service?



2.3.168
vicitra-lila-rasa-sa

prabhor vicitrat sphurita ad3

vicitra-sai adhuid s2
na tu sva-yatnad iti sadhu sidhyet

The wonderfully varied sweetness of sankirtana (Yicitra-sankirtgna-
madhuri) emerges (sphuritat) only by the mercy (prasadat) shown
irmvarious wonderful ways (vicitrat) by the Lord (prabhoh), the
wonderfulocearmof the varied Tasas of _pastimes (Vi-c_i_t-ra-li_—li-@—ia-
sagarasya). Thissweetness @omer trulyﬁeve (na tu
sadhu sidhyet) by ome'sown endeavor (sza-yatn_éld).




The devotees who prefer meditation fo sankirtana might argue that
chanting in full view of the public is risky in several ways: envious
peo_pje may (ry to interlere, one may succumb to the allurement of

popularity, one may not have the required physical strength, or one
may be too s1ck4;g_c;hanl;_p4:epel=l-y—

These dangers do not arise when a devotee simply concentrates on
the Supreme Lord in a secluded place.
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In_answer to this objection, the Vaikuntha messengers say that

nama-sankirtana cannot be disrupted by obstacles for it develops by
fhe meTroy o theord—Tot-byv OIES OWIT endeavor.




No one can take away that which a devetee-hasgainedas a gift from
the Lord.

This is true not only for sankirtana but for all the nine methods of
——




Sloka One - Nama Tattva

ceto-darpana-marjanam
bhava-maha-davagni-
nirvapanam



Sri Siksastakam Sloka One

ceto-darpana-marjanam bhava-maha-davagni-nirvapanam
Sreyah-kairava-candrika-vitaranam vidya-vadhii-jivanam
anandambudhi-vardhanam prati-padam
puarnamrtasvadanam
sarvatma-snapanam param vijayate Sri-krsna-sankirtanam




Let there be all victory for the chanting of the holy name of Lord
Krsna (param vijayate $ri-krsna-sankirtanam),
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And stop the miseries of the blazing fire of material existence
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That chanting is the waxing moon (canﬁﬁka) that spreads

(vitaranam) the white lotus of good fortune for all living entities
(érevah-kairava)
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The chanting of expands the blisstul ocean
of transcendental life (ananda—ambudhl-vardhanam) S—
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[t gives a cooling effect to everyone (€arvatma—snapanaj)

e ¥ &80 v
@g ? AT R \
And endbles ofie to tasteM(@QSVé anam) at

every-siep (prati-padam).




Sri Sanmodana Bhasyam



| begm Sri Sanmodana Bhiasyam, a commentary on the Siksastaka
vérses by Lord Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabht, at first offering my humble

obeisances to tiie Lord, who is eternally manifest with His eternal
assoclates, the Panca-tattva.




Sri Sanmodana Bhasyam

1. Supremacy of the path of
devotional service




The path of devotional service is the highest perfection of life, and it

is sought after in all Vedic literatures.

=
Applying hjs” superior intelligence to researching the Vedas
thoroug ly [several times, Lor d Brahma ascertained that the best

method of —self-realization 1s the awakening of one's lovm_g

attachment to Lord Hari, the Supreme Lord within everyone's heart.

This philosophical conclusion thus unequivocally estab

ishes t_}lg

supremacy-of-devotional-service over fruitive activities, s

veculative

krmmowledge, or any other process.
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