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• However, in such bhakti, offence creates restriction.

• Offence generally stems from disrespect to the great
devotees.

• Though such devotees are difficult to see, many exist.
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• In order to avoid offences to them, one should pay
respects to all living entities, thinking that the Lord is
present in all of them.

• Without doing so, even worshiping the deity forms of
the Lord will not give any result.
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• Since he is the Supreme Lord, Kapila then speaks in six
verses somewhat angrily, out of affection, to benefit
his devotee who does not respect all beings.

• In these verses disrespect, disregard, hatred and
criticism are forbidden.

• This person performs imitation worship of my deity
forms (arcä-viòambaëam).
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namo mahadbhyo 'stu namaù çiçubhyo
namo yuvabhyo nama ävaöubhyaù
ye brähmaëä gäm avadhüta-liìgäç
caranti tebhyaù çivam astu räjïäm

I offer respects to the great devotees (namo mahadbhyo astu), to
the babies (namaù çiçubhyo), to the youths (namo yuvabhyo),
to the young boys (nama ävaöubhyaù). I offer respects to the
brähmaëas (brähmaëä) who wander the earth (ye tebhyaù gäm
caranti) in the dress of avadhütas (avadhüta-liìgäh). May there
be auspiciousness for the kings (çivam astu räjïäm)!



Theme III – In practice of Bhakti offense creates obstruction –
Don’t disrespect Jivas (3.29.21-34)

Text 21
ahaà sarveñu bhüteñu

bhütätmävasthitaù sadä
tam avajïäya mäà martyaù

kurute 'rcä-viòambanam

I (ahaà), the soul of all beings (bhütätmä), am always (sadä)
situated in all beings (sarveñu bhüteñu avasthitaù). He
(martyaù) who disrespects me (avajïäya mäà) in all beings
(tam) performs false worship of my deity form (kurute arcä-
viòambanam).

Verse Summary: He who disrespects Me in all beings is 
performing false worship of My deity form
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Text 22
yo mäà sarveñu bhüteñu
santam ätmänam éçvaram

hitvärcäà bhajate mauòhyäd
bhasmany eva juhoti saù

He who worships the deity (yah arcäà bhajate) while rejecting me
(mäà hitvä), the Lord being present in all beings (sarveñu bhüteñu
santam ätmänam éçvaram), out of ignorance (mauòhyäd), simply
makes oblations into ashes (instead of fire) (bhasmany eva juhoti
saù).

Verse Summary: Such a person who neglects Me and worships the 
deity is simply making oblations into ashes
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Text 23
dviñataù para-käye mäà
mänino bhinna-darçinaù
bhüteñu baddha-vairasya
na manaù çäntim åcchati

If a person offers respects to me (mäà mäninah) but is inimical to
other beings (bhüteñu baddha-vairasya), hating other bodies (para-
käye dviñataù), not seeing others’ suffering as equal to his own
(bhinna-darçinaù), his mind does not attain peace (na manaù
çäntim åcchati).

Verse Summary: The mind of such a person who worships Me but 
hates other beings does not attain peace



Theme III – In practice of Bhakti offense creates 
obstruction – Don’t disrespect Jivas (3.29.21-34)

Text 24
aham uccävacair dravyaiù

kriyayotpannayänaghe
naiva tuñye 'rcito 'rcäyäà
bhüta-grämävamäninaù

O mother (anaghe)! I am not pleased (aham na eva tuñye)
with the person who criticizes other beings (bhüta-gräma
avamäninaù) while worshipping my deity form (arcito
arcäyäà) with rites (kriyayä utpannayä) using various
materials (uccävacair dravyaiù).

Verse Summary: I am not pleased with such a person
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sakale sammän, korite çakati, 
deho' nätha! jathäjatha

tabe to' gäibo, harinäma-sukhe, 
aparädha ha 'be hata

O lord and master (nätha)! Please give me the power
(çakati, deho) to properly honor all living beings (sakale
jathäjatha sammän, korite). Only then will I sing (tabe
to' gäibo) the holy name in great ecstasy (harinäma-
sukhe) and all my offenses cease (aparädha ha 'be hata).



Theme III – In practice of Bhakti offense creates obstruction –
Don’t disrespect Jivas (3.29.21-34)

Text 28
jéväù çreñöhä hy ajévänäà
tataù präëa-bhåtaù çubhe
tataù sa-cittäù pravaräs
tataç cendriya-våttayaù

O Mother (çubhe)! Living immovable entities are superior to
withered ones (jéväù çreñöhä hy ajévänäà). Superior to them are
entities with greater life symptoms (tataù präëa-bhåtaù). Superior to
them are the entities with higher consciousness and movement
(tataù pravaräh sa-cittäù). Superior than them are entities with
senses, such as trees (tatah ca indriya-våttayaù).

Verse Summary: But, this equal vision does not mean that the 
devotee does not see gradation in the jivas



Theme III – In practice of Bhakti offense creates obstruction – Don’t 
disrespect Jivas (3.29.21-34)

Text 29
taträpi sparça-vedibhyaù

pravarä rasa-vedinaù
tebhyo gandha-vidaù çreñöhäs

tataù çabda-vido varäù

Superior to the trees with touch sensation (tatra api sparça-vedibhyaù
pravarä) are beings with taste sensation (rasa-vedinaù). Superior to them
are living entities with a sense of smell (tebhyo gandha-vidaù çreñöhäh),
and superior to them are living entities that can hear (tataù çabda-vido
varäù).

Verse Summary: Gradation in jivas: Inanimate objects < Living immovable 
entities < Living entities with greater life symptoms < Entities with higher 
consciousness of movement < Entities with senses < Beings with touch 
sensation < Beings with taste sensation < Beings with sense of smell < 
Beings who can hear 
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Text 30
rüpa-bheda-vidas tatra
tataç cobhayato-dataù

teñäà bahu-padäù çreñöhäç
catuñ-pädas tato dvi-pät

Entities which can distinguish form are superior (rüpa-bheda-vidah
tatra). Superior to them are entities with two sets of teeth (tatah ca
ubhayato-dataù). Superior to them are beings with many legs (teñäà
bahu-padäù çreñöhäh). Superior to them are animals with four legs
(catuñ-pädas tatah). Superior to them are humans with two legs
(dvi-pät).

Verse Summary: Gradation in jivas: beings who can distinguish 
form < entities with 2 sets of teeth < beings with many legs < animals 
with 4 legs < humans with 2 legs



Theme III – In practice of Bhakti offense creates obstruction –
Don’t disrespect Jivas (3.29.21-34)

Text 31
tato varëäç ca catväras

teñäà brähmaëa uttamaù
brähmaëeñv api veda-jïo

hy artha-jïo 'bhyadhikas tataù

Among the humans, those within the varëäçrama are superior (tatah
varëäh ca catväras). Among the varëas, the båahmaëas are the best
(teñäà brähmaëa uttamaù). Among the brähmaëas, one who knows
the Vedas is superior (brähmaëeñv api veda-jïo). Among the
knowledgeable brähmaëas, one who knows the meaning of the
Vedas is superior (tataù artha-jïo abhyadhikah).

Verse Summary: Gradation in jivas: Amongst humans, Non 
Varnasrama humans < Those in Varnasrama < Brahmanas < 
Brahmana who knows the vedas < Brahmana who knows the 
meaning of the vedas 



Theme III – In practice of Bhakti offense creates obstruction –
Don’t disrespect Jivas (3.29.21-34)

Text 32
artha-jïät saàçaya-cchettä
tataù çreyän sva-karma-kåt
mukta-saìgas tato bhüyän

adogdhä dharmam ätmanaù

Better than the knower of the meaning of the Vedas (artha-jïät) is
the brähmaëa who can cut doubts (saàçaya-cchettä). Better than the
one who cuts doubts (tataù çreyän) is the brähmaëa who also
performs his duties completely (sva-karma-kåt). Better still (tato
bhüyät) is the jïäné (mukta-saìgah) who does not enjoy the results
of his previous actions of dharma (adogdhä ätmanaù dharmam).

Verse Summary: Gradation in jivas: Brahmana who can dispel the 
doubts < Brahmana who also completes his duties completely < 
Jnani who does not enjoy the results of his previous actions 



Theme III – In practice of Bhakti offense creates obstruction – Don’t 
disrespect Jivas (3.29.21-34)

Text 33
tasmän mayy arpitäçeña-
kriyärthätmä nirantaraù

mayy arpitätmanaù puàso
mayi sannyasta-karmaëaù
na paçyämi paraà bhütam

akartuù sama-darçanät

Superior to the jïäné (tasmät) is the person (puàsah) who fully dedicates
(nirantaraù arpita açeña) his activities such hearing and chanting (kriyä),
his wealth (artha), his identity (ätmä), his mind and his intelligence
(ätmanaù) to me (mayy). I do not see a greater living entity (na paçyämi
paraà bhütam) than this person who has offered himself to me (mayy
arpita ätmanaù), giving up all varëäçrama actions (mayi sannyasta-
karmaëaù), who thinks that the Lord alone inspires his bhakti (akartuù),
and who identifies with others’ happiness and distress (sama-darçanät).
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1. Janma Nirupana: Respecting or disrespecting a
Vaisnava because of his high or low birth.

2. Sarira Nirupana: To disrespect someone because of
his body. (Hanumanji and Garuda)

3. Bhava Nirupana: To consider someone unqualified for
Bhakti because of His age. (Dhruva)

4. Ashrama Nirupana: To consider someone unqualified
for Bhakti because of His Ashrama. (Dhanurdas)
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5. Avayava Nirupana: Disrespecting a Vaisnava because of his
bodily deformities. (Rupa Goswami)

6. Alasya Nirupana: To disrespect someone because of his
Habits.

7. Vasa Nirupana: To consider someone unqualified for Bhakti
because of his not staying in a Dhama.

8. Bandhu Nirupana: Disrespecting a Vaisnava because of his
being a family member.
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9. Prakasha Nirupana: To respect only one’s guru and disrespect
all others

10.Prakara Nirupana: To respect only those close to the Guru
and disrespect all others. (Vidura hearing from Maitreya)

11.Vartana Nirupana: To insult someone because of their
occupation

12.Dosha Nirupana: Finding fault even with Sastric Characters.
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