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Chapter – 6 

Disregarding the Guru



1. Guru-pädäçrayah – Taking shelter of the Lotus feet of Guru

tasmäd guruà prapadyeta 
jijïäsuù çreya uttamam |
çäbde pare ca niñëätaà 

brahmaëy upaçamäçrayam

Therefore (tasmäd), any person who seriously desires real 
happiness (uttamam çreya jijïäsuù) must seek a spiritual master 
(guruà prapadyeta), who is conversant (niñëätaà) with the 
bhakti scriptures (çäbde), accomplished in hearing and chanting 
about the Lord (pare brahmaëy), and fully tranquil (upaçama 
äçrayam). (SB 11.3.21)



One should surrender to a guru who is skilful (niñnätam) in
understanding the meaning of the Vedas (çabde) and other
scriptures.

If he does not have this quality, the faith of the disciple will become
weak, since he will not be able to destroy the doubts of the
disappointed disciple.

He should be capable as well in realizing the Lord (pare).



Otherwise, his mercy will not bear results.

The position of being fixed in realization of the Lord is described: he
is not under control of anger and greed (upaçamäçrayam).



Importance of Guru



|| 11.20.17 ||
nå-deham ädyaà su-labhaà su-durlabhaà

plavaà su-kalpaà guru-karëadhäram
mayänukülena nabhasvateritaà

pumän bhaväbdhià na taret sa ätma-hä

Having attained the human body (nå-deham), which is rarely attained (su-
durlabhaà), but attained easily sometimes by good fortune (ädyaà su-
labhaà), and which is like a well-constructed boat (plavaà su-kalpaà), with
the guru as the captain (guru-karëadhäram), pushed by the favorable wind
of serving me (mayä anukülena nabhasvatä éritaà), a person who does not
cross the ocean of material existence (pumän bhaväbdhià na taret) is a
killer of himself (sa ätma-hä).



2. Çré-kåñëa-dékñädi-çikñaëaà – Acquiring knowledge after initiation

tatra bhägavatän dharmän 
çikñed gurv-ätma-daivataù |

amäyayänuvåttyä yais 
tuñyed ätmätma-do hariù

Accepting the bona fide spiritual master as one’s life and soul and 
worshipable deity (gurv-ätma-daivataù), the disciple should learn from him 
(çikñed) the process of pure bhakti (bhägavatän dharmän) by sincere 
service (amäyayä anuvåttyä). By that pure bhakti the Lord (yaih), the 
supreme soul (ätmä), will be satisfied (tuñyed), and give Himself to that 
devotee (ätma-dah). (SB 11.3.22)



What is Diksa?



|| Bhakti Sandharba - 283||
divyaà jïänaà yato dadyät
kuryät päpasya saìkñayam
tasmäd dékñeti sä proktä
deçikais tattva-kovidaiù

Dékñä is the process by which one can awaken his transcendental
knowledge (divyaà jïänaà yato dadyät) and vanquish all reactions
caused by sinful activity (kuryät päpasya saìkñayam). A person
expert in the study of the revealed scriptures (deçikais tattva-
kovidaiù) knows this process as dékñä (dékñeti sä proktä).



Is Diksa Compulsory?

Can’t I Progress in Bhakti 
Without Diksa?



|| Madhya  15.108 ||
dékñä-puraçcaryä-vidhi apekñä nä kare
jihvä-sparçe ä-caëòäla sabäre uddhäre

One does not have to undergo (apekñä nä kare) initiation or execute
the activities required before initiation (dékñä-puraçcaryä-vidhi).
One simply has to vibrate the holy name with his lips (jihvä-sparçe).
Thus even a man in the lowest class [caëòäla] can be delivered (ä-
caëòäla sabäre uddhäre).



|| Madhya  15.108 - Purport ||
vinaiva dékñäà viprendra
puraçcaryäà vinaiva hi
vinaiva nyäsa-vidhinä

japa-mätreëa siddhi-dä

O best of the brähmaëas (viprendra), even without initiation
(vinaiva dékñäà), preliminary purification (puraçcaryäà vinaiva hi)
or acceptance of the renounced order (vinaiva nyäsa-vidhinä), one
can attain perfection in devotional service simply by chanting the
Lord’s holy name (japa-mätreëa siddhi-dä).



|| Madhya  15.108 - Purport ||

In other words, the chanting of the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra is so
powerful that it does not depend on official initiation, but if one is
initiated and engages in païcarätra-vidhi (Deity worship), his Kåñëa
consciousness will awaken very soon, and his identification with the
material world will be vanquished.



|| Madhya  15.108 - Purport ||

The more one is freed from material identification, the more one can
realize that the spirit soul is qualitatively as good as the Supreme
Soul.

At such a time, when one is situated on the absolute platform, one
can understand that the holy name of the Lord and the Lord Himself
are identical.



|| Madhya  15.108 - Purport ||
At that stage of realization, the holy name of the Lord, the Hare
Kåñëa mantra, cannot be identified with any material sound.

If one accepts the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra as a material vibration,
he falls down.

One should worship and chant the holy name of the Lord by
accepting it as the Lord Himself.



|| Madhya  15.108 - Purport ||

One should therefore be initiated properly according to revealed
scriptures under the direction of a bona fide spiritual master.



païca-tattva jaya jaya çré rädhä-mädhava
jaya navadvépa-vraja-yamunä-vaiñëava

Haridäsa said, "O Lord, now I will tell you how the third offense
occurs. According to Your order, I will describe in detail all the
offenses that occur from disobeying the guru.

"Having wandered from one body to another in 8,400,000 species of
life, through unintentional pious activity the jéva obtains a human
body.



The human body is a rare opportunity because only in this form can
the living entity perform devotional service properly.

As a demigod, one has the tendency to enjoy, and as a lower animal,
one has no capacity for knowledge.

But in the human form the living entity can progress back to his
constitutional position with Kåñëa.

Therefore if one does not take care to attain Kåñëa in this temporary
body, one will die and obtain some other body, losing the
opportunity to escape from the material prison.



The intelligent person, having attained a human birth in this world,
will take shelter of a spiritual master who will act as a captain to
guide the jéva over the ocean of material nature with the instructions
of bhakti-yoga.

This is the importance of the guru.

"One should approach the qualified guru, that person who is a
devotee of Kåñëa and has conquered over the senses, and inquire
submisively from him.

Being satisfied with his answers, the jéva takes initiation from him
and thus crosses over the material ocean.
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