Hari-Nama-Cintamani
The Touchstone of the Holy-Name

by Srila Saccidananda Bhaktivinoda
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—Committing Sin on the
Strength of the Name
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gaura-gadadhara jaya jahnava-jivana
jaya jaya sitadvaita jaya bhakta-gana

Haridasa spoke on the power ot the name to eradicate sinful activities:

"If the jiva takes shelter of the pure name., which is suddha-sattva or
transcendental and pure at all times, quickity atl the anarthas, nctuding

weaKkTess of the heart, will go away. @ W
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When one becomes @' in the holy name, oné wi otomnper tTink o
committing sin and the €irects ol past sins will no longer intluence one.
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This is due to purification of the heart.



"Sin may be analyzed in three stages.

A sinful act is the final stage. —ﬁ@
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This is caused by aJ or @
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That desire or seed originates in{ignorance) which is the root cause.

All three are considered as causes of the sutfering of the jiva.



However, Krsna is merciful, always looking to the wellare of His parts and

parcels; not being able to bear the sufierings of the jivas, He always tries to
help them.

T_h_us,@the rocess of bhakil\.)' the thirst for material stimulation or the lust
of the senses, leaves the heart.

One is able to look with contempt on the endeavor to acquire a beautitul
woman or wealth:

One lives satisfied with one's constitutional service to the Lord.



The devotee accepts everything favorable to the development of bhakti and
rejects everythmg unfavorable to bhakti; he regards Krsna alone as his
protector ancl maintainer and gives up all ideas of the seltish concept of "I

and mine.'
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Thinking himself very low and worthless, the devotee will continuously
chant the holy name.
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"t is Wd that @ one will be purified from all sinful intluence.




is interim period there may be some relation with(fast sin) that is,

some diminishing trace of sin. - -
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However, new sin is not heing committed and the past sin is quickly

dissipating. A ’®7T @3/ ®
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The more one engages in the holy name, the quick‘er that sinful odor will

vanish. -
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Krsna promised\Arjunja that &@ @ devotke tall into trouble.
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Since trouble is caused by sin, Krsna mercitully takes away all sin from the
devotee.

Only with great trouble is the jiani able to control sin, but without Krsna's
shelter, quickly he will fall from his spotless position.
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Therelore, as scripture concludes, only by taking shelter of the Tord in

bhakti is salety guaranteed. '
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"Even it by a ﬁ)tee happens to commit a gin) he does not resort to
the purificatory rites of pravascitta and karma-kanda.




That sin 1s temporary and by chanting it will be washed away, leaving no
influence. B

However, there is another type of sin.

If someone intentionally commits a new sin out of lust, thinking that there

will be no bad effect because of the name's power in destroying sins, that
person is not a serious devotee but is known as a cheater.

From his offense against the name he will reap lamentation, fear and death.

Thus, two types of sintul activities may be distinguished: @ @remedit@l
and a fremeditated sin.




There is a gross difference between the two according to scripture.

"In the case of Qrdinary sm) one can counteract it by prayascitta, but if one
even thinks of commimmng sin on the strength of the holy name, there is no

remedial measure, so serious is the offense.

Even endless torture by the servants of Yamaraja cannot deliver him from the
otfense.

And if thinking of committing the offense to the name brings such sulfering,
how much more will be the suffering from actually committing such an act?
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