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Sloka Three

trnad api su-nicena



Sri Siksastakam Sloka Three

trnad api su-nicena
taror api sahisnuna
amanina mana-dena
kirtaniyah sada harih

One who thinks himselt lower than the grass (trnad api su-
nicena), who is more tolerant than a tree (taror api sahisnuna),
and who does not expect personal honor (amanina) yet is always
prepared to give all respect to others (mana-dena) can very easily
always chant the holy name of the Lord (kirtaniyah sada harih).




Part — VI

Cultivation ot Good Qualities is
Possible by Cultivation of Bhakti



| 14.26 ||
mam ca yo 'vyabhicarena
bhakti-yogena sevate
sa gunan samatityaitan

brghma—bhuyaya kalpate

He who serves Me in pure devotional service (mam ca yo
avyabhicarena bhakti-yogena sevate) surpasses the gunas s (b4 gunan
samatityaiian), and is quahfled tor Brahman (brahma-bhuyaya
kalpate).




11.1.29]]
yasyasti bhaktir bhagavaty akificana
sarvair gunais tatra samasate surah
harav abhaktasya kuto mahad-guna
manorathenasati dhavato bahih

The devatas constantly dwell (surah sa_mésate) with all good qualities

(sarvair gunaih) in (tatra) that person who has pure bhakti for the Lord
(yasya akincana bhagavaty bhaktir asti). There are no good qualities in the
non-devotee (haray abhaktasya kuto mahad-guna) who chases after
(dhavatah) temporary material objects (asatl bahih) with desire for material
pleasure . (manorathena). (SB 5.18.12) —




1 11.2.42 ||
bhaktih paresanubhavo viraktir

anyatra caisa trika eka-kalah _

prapadyamanasya yathasnatah syus
tustih pustih ksud-apayo nu—ghasam

Devotion, direct experience of the Supreme Lord (bhaktih paresanubhavo),
and detachment from other things (anyatra viraktir ca)—these three occur
simultaneously (esa trika eka-kalah syuh) for one who has taken shelter ot
Krsna (prapadyamanasya), in the same way (yatha) that pleasure, tullness
of the stomach and relietf from hunger (tustih pustih ksud-apayo) are
experienced simultaneously, with each bite (anu-ghasam), for a person
engaged in eating (asnatah).




When there is bhakti in the form of hearing and chanting about Krsna,
there should be a sweet experience.

—

At that time, there should also be an experience of detachment from
material happiness.

for_the person who worships

S ——




Similarly for a person who eats, there is happiness, nourishment and
disappearance of hunger with each mouthtul.

When one takes a mouthful of rice, this happens.

Just as a person who eats a little gets a little satisfaction, a little nourishment
(fullness of stomach) and a little relief from hunger, so_a person who
worships the Lord a little with hearing and chanfing. gets a little experience of
the Lord and a little detachment from material life.

B

——




And just as a person who eats a lot gets full satistaction, tull nourishment

and_full relief from hunger, so a person who worships the Lord fully

experiences the Lord fully and becomes completely detached from material
life. )

But though it is impossible to keep eating, by more worship of the Lord one
becomes more capable of worshipping.

That is the ditterence.




1 13.8-12 ||
amanitvam adambhitvam ahimsa ksantir arjavam

acaryopasanam $aucam sthairyam atma-vinigrahah

S——

indriyarthesu vairagyam anahankara eva ca

—_—

janma-mrtyu-jara-vyadhi- duhkha-dosanudarsanam

asaktir anabhisvangah putra-dara-grhadisu
nityam ca sama-cittatvam istanistopapattisu

mayi cananya-yogena bhaktir avyabhicarini
vivikta-desa-sevitvam aratir jana-samsadi

adhyatma-jiana-nityatvam tattva-jianartha-darsanam _
etaj jhanam iti proktam ajhanarh yad ato 'nyatha




Freedom from pride (amanitvam); lack_of ostentation (adambhitvam); non=ziolence
(ahimsa); forbearance (ksantir); sincerity (arjavam); worship of the teacher
(acaryopasanarn); purity (saucam); steadiness (sthairyam); control of the mind (atma-
vinigrahah); detachment from enjoyment ot sense objects (indriyarthesu vairagyam);
lack of identification with body (anahankara eva ca); understanding (anudarsanam)
that all states of existence such as birth, death, old age and disease (janma-mrtyu-jara-
vyadhi) give rise to suffering (duhkha-dosa); freedom from attachment to others
(asaktir), lack of identification with the condition of sons and others (anabhisvangah
putra-dara-grhadisu); equanimity of mind (nityarn ca sama-cittatvam) in the face of
desirable or undesirable events (ista-anista-upapattisu); devotion to me with
undeviating attention (mayi cananya-yogena bhaktir avyabhicarini); resorting to
solitary places (vivikta-desa-sevitvam) with distaste for crowds (aratir jana-sarnsadi);
constant engagement in knowledge ot the selt (adhyatma-jiana-nityatvam); and always
keeping in mind the goal of liberation (tattva-jianartha-darsanam)—all of these are
declared to be knowledge (etaj jianam iti proktam). What is otherwise is ignorance
(ajhianam yad ato 'nyatha).




SVCT Commentary to BG 13.8-12 (amanitvam adambhitvam verse)

The twenty factors to be used for gaining that knowledge are first
mentioned in five verses.

Of these, eighteen are common to both the devotees and the jfianis.
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SVCT Commentary to BG 13.8-12 (amanitvam adambhitvam verse)

The other seventeen items manitfest adtomatically Jtor those who engage in

that one item. ; o

~—

The bhaktas do not devote effort to the seventeen items individually.

——

This is the tradition.

The Tast two items are especially for the jianis



Srila Prabhupada’s Commentary to BG 13.8-12 (amanitvam adambhitvam
verse)

Of all the descriptions of the process of knowledge, the most important
point is described in the first line of the eleventh verse.

Mayi cananya-yogena bhaktir avyabhicarini: the process of knowledge
terminates in unalloyed devotional service to the Lord.

So it one does not approach, or is not able to approach, the transcendental
service of the Lord, then the other nineteen items are of no particular value.




Srila Prabhupada’s Commentary to BG 13.8-12 (amanitvam adambhitvam
verse)

But if one takes to devotional service in full Krsna consciousness, the other

nineteen items @ly velop %ﬁ@
—_

As stated in Srimad-Bhigavatam (5.18.12), yasyasti bhaktir bhagavaty

akifcana sarvair gunais tatra samasate surah.

All the good qualities of knowledge develop in one who ained the
stage ol devotional service.




Section-III Qualities that Endear one to Krsna (13-20)

112.15 ||
yasman nodvijate loko

lokan nodvijate ca yah

harsamarsa-bhayodvegair
mukto yah sa ca me priyah

He who does not agitate others (yasman na udvijate loko), nor is agitated
by others (lokan na udvijate ca yah), he who is free from material emotions
such as joy, jealousy, fear and anxiety (yah harsa-amarsa-bhaya-udvegair
muktah), is dear to Me (sa ca me priyah).




SVCT Commentary to BG 12.15 (Verses talking about qualities that endear a
devotee to Krsna)

Moreover, it is said:

yasyasti bhaktir bhagavaty akificana—

sarvair gunais tatra samasate surah

One who has unflinching devotion for the Personality of Godhead has all the good
qualities of the demigods.

By this statement it is understood that other qualities which please the Lord also
automatically appear by the constant performance of bhakti to Me.

Please hear about these. Five verses describe these qualities.



Part — VII1

Practical Application of the
Yasyasti Bhaktir.... Verse!!

{
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The Fourth Shower of Nectar
Practical Application of the Yasyasti Bhaktir.... Verse!!

yasyasti bhaktir bhagavaty akificana

sarvair gunais tatra samasate surah

harav abhaktasya kuto mahad-guna
manorathenasati dhavato bahih

The devatas constantly dwell (tatra samasate surah) with all good qualities
(sarvair gunai) in that person who has pure bhakti for the Lord (yasyasti
bhaktir bhagavaty akificana). There are no good qualities (kuto mahad-
guna) in the non-devotee (harav abhaktasya) who chases after temporary

material objects (mano rathena asati dhavatah) with desire for material
pleasure (bahih).
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Sloka Four

na dhanam na janam na
sundarim



Sri Siksastakam Sloka Four

na dhanarh na janarh na sundarim
kavitarm va jagadisa kamaye
mama janmani jamanisvare
bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi

O Lord of the universe (jagadisa), I do not desire (na kamaye)
material wealth (dhanarh), materialistic followers ngam), a
beautiful wife (sundarim) or fruitive activities described in
flowery language (kavitamm va). All I want (mama), life after life
(janmani jamani), is unmotivated devotional service unto You
(tvayi 1Svare ahaituki bhaktir bhavatad).




Sri Sanmodana Bhasyam



It_is @mperative that in thé (very beginning, the_,@ a

attentively hear his guru chantin oly name, and_thereafter
himself chant the holy name free from all namaparadha.

—

The process of chanting guarantees that the four qualities described
in the previous Sloka will/gradually blossom in his heart._

——

Conversely, it the sadhaka's attachment to sensual pleasure is not
severed, then his original spiritual identity does not become
manifest, in which case bhakti, which is the intrinsic flavor of the
Lord's hladini potency, cannot be transtormed into bhava, or
amorous spiritual mellows.




Sadhana-bhakti means the process of chanting, and the pure form of
sadhana-bhakti is clearly indicated in the phrase na dhanam na
janam.

O A
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The principal symptom of bhakti is @@gotional _service tQ
Lmiﬁ,rs_njg the secondary symptom is Ireedom from all desires
(anyabhilasita Sunyam;)joutside of the path of bhakti, @hich is
untainted by karma and jf}é__@

-_:\/?d\(,‘-ﬁ Q Codoco

As long as loving devotion to Krsna (anukulyena krsnanusilanam) is
encumbered by desires for karma, jaana voga, the highest stage of
loving devotional service, or uttama-bhakti, will not manifest. it
remains as a mere shadow of devotion, or bhakti-abhasa.




Sri Sanmodana Bhasyam

1. Dissipating shadow bhakti



The instructions in this sloka are meant to dissipate this very
shadow bhakti.

“O Lord, I do not hanker for wealth (dhanam), a following (janam),

or beautiful verses (sundarim kavitam)."

Here dhanam refers to the wealth of piety accrued when one strictly
follows the path | of varnasrama- -dharma and related karma-kanda
activities,




It further implies the paraphernalia one need's to fulfil his sensual

desires in this life, and to ensure further luxury and sensuality with
a next birth in the heavenly planets.

q——

Janam refers to wife, sons, servants, subjects, friends and relatives.




Sri Sanmodana Bhasyam

2. The King of education



The proper understanding of education and learning is that which

generates attraction and attachment for the lotus feet of the Supreme
Lord.

The phrase sundarim kavitam thus does not refer to scriptural
narrations of Lord Krsna's pastimes, but to mundane literature or
other dry philosophical and esoteric technical subjects.

Lord Caitanya's prayer begs not for such trivialities but to be
engaged, birth after birth, in the Toving service of the sweet Lord of
the heart, to develop unstinting devotion devoid of any and all
conditional demands.




'Unconditional' means a devotion uncorrupted by inferior desires for
sell-aggrandizement and carnal pleasure—a_pristine spiritual love
overtlowing the heart with transcendental mellows.

Undeviating and pure love means to satisfy Lord Sri Krsna only.




Sri Sanmodana Bhasyam

3. Victory depends upon the
Lord's will



The soul's struggle to triumph over repeated birth and death and other

material miseries is beyond him, for such victory depends entirely upon the
Supreme Lord's will.

Yet, all miseries automatically cease when, by the Lord's desire, qne is
rescued from the cycle of birth and death.

Theretore, what is the etficacy of a gross materialistic prayer that is
. . ———
contradictory to the precepts of pure devotion?

Lord Caitanya's prayer is this: “Until such time as the cycle of birth and
death is brought to an end by the grace of God, let Me have unconditional
devotion to His lotus feet life aiter life, regardless of what My material
situation mav be.”




In Caitanya-caritamrta [Antya-lila 20.27, 28, 30|, it is said:

kahite kahite prabhura dainya badila
’Suddha-bhakti’ krsna-thani magite lagilé

“As Lord Caitanya spoke in this way, His humility increased and
praying to Krsna that He might discharge pure devotional service.

premera svabhava—yahan premera sambandha
sei mane,—krsne mora nahi prema-gandha’

——— ——

Wherever there is a relationship of love of Godhead, it's natural
symptom 1is that the devotee does not think himselt a devotee.

Instead, he always thinks that he has not even a drop of love for
Krsna.




”dhana, jana nahi magon, kavita sundari
suddha—bhaktl deha’ more, krsna krpa kari’”

|[Lord Caitanya prayed,] 'My dear Lord Krsna, I do not want material
wealth from You, nor do I want followers, a beautitul wite or_the
results of fruitive activities. I only pray that by Your causeless
mercy, You give Me pure devotional service unto You, life after

lite.” - —~




Purport by Srila Bhakti
Siddhanta Saraswati Thakura



“O _Lord of the Universe! 1 have no desire for material wealth,

You are the object of My worship and devotional love, life after life;
[ only pray that I may have unconditional love and devotion at Your
lotus feet."

ey 4
K\(\os\w\e— gla e \ ()f 24§ o(
Sundarim kavitam refers to the religiotis principles of the Vedas,
dhanam refers to wealth, and janam means wile, children, relatives,

etcC.:



“I do not merely abhor sense gratification derived through
religiosity, wealth and_lust, but I am appalled at the idea of
temporary mukti, or liberation, from the cycle of birth and death. I
refuse to be enticed by these four Vedic goals (dharma, artha, kama
and moksa), but want only to render service at Your lotus feet.”

King Kulasekhar's prayer captures this mood:




nastha dharme na vasu-nicaye naiva kamopabhoge
yad bhavyam tad bhavatu bhagavan purva-karmanurapam
etat prarthyarh mama bahu matam janma-janmantare 'pi
tvat-padambhoruha-yuga-gata niscala bhaktir astu

——————

“O my Supreme Lord (bhagavan), I do not want to accumulate heaps of piety
by performing sacrifices and executing prescribed duties as re in
the scriptures (na astha dharme), nor do I want great opulence (na vasu-
n_iga_ye)Land sense gratification (nw_ kamopabhoge). Whatever reactions I
am destined to sulffer for my past misdeeds (yad purva-karmanurapam
bhavyarn), let them come (tad bhavatu) What I cherish is the hope (etat
prarthyarn mama bahu matarh) that my deep devotion to Your lotus feet

may_remain undeviating in its firmness (tvat-padambhoruha-yuga-gata
nistatabhaktir astu), birth after birth (janma-janmantare 'pi).”




Purport by Srila Bhakti
Siddhanta Saraswati Thakura

1. Pancopasana is covered
impersonalism




Persons who follow Vedic religiosity worship the sun-god; one who
desires wealth worships Ganesa; those craving carnal” pleasures
worship Kali or Durga; those who strive for liberation worship Lord
Siva; and those who worship Lord Visnu, knowing Him to be the
source of the Vedas, do so for material motives—they are not pure
devotees.

This type of Vedic worship is known as Pancopasana, or worship of
the tive primary demigods.

Whether such ritualistic so-called tollowers of the Vedas worship
with or without material desires, they are in fact worshipping

1mpers_1"bTa‘lTﬂT‘ona =




(This is because the worship of Visnu on an equal level with the
demigods (who are actually His servants in every respect) ignores
Visnu's position as yajnesvara, the Supreme Personality of Godhead
who is the ultmate sanctioning authority and bheneficiary of all
sacrifices. The implication is that the pancopasana worshipper,
rejecting the verdict of the Vedas, accepts only the undifferentiated
brahman as the supreme.—Ed.)

To worship Lord Visnu purely and prop one must render
unmotivated devotional service to Him. .




Reterences and Notes from
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura's
Sri Bhajana-rahasya




Some other relevant slokas tollow:

From Srimad-Bhégavatam 11.2.14]
tasmad ekena manasa
bhagavan satvatarm patih
srotavyah kirtitavyas ca
dhyeyah puijyas ca nityada

Therefore (fasmad), with mind dedicated only to bhakti, devoid of
karma and jhana (gkema manas®), one should constantly (nityada)
hear about, glority (Srotavyah kirtitavyas ca) and meditate upon
(dhyeyah pujyas ca) the Supreme Lord — the master of the

devotees (bhagavan satvatam patih).




From Srimad-Bhégavatam 16.11.25]:
na naka-prstham na ca paramesthyar
na sarva-bhaumarn na rasadhipatyam
na yoga-siddhir apunar-bhavanrva
samanjasa tva virahayya kankse

—

O my Lord, source of all opportunities (samafnjasa)! I do not desire to enjoy
in Dhruvaloka (ma kankse naka-prstham), the heavenly planets or the planet

where Lord Brahma resides (na ca paramesthyam), nor do 1 want to be the

supreme ruler of all the earthly planets (na sarva-bhaumarn) or the lower

planetary systems (na rasadhipatyam). I do not desire to be master of the
powers of mystic yoga (na yoga-siddhir), nor do I want liberation (apunar-
bhavarh va). Burning in separation from you, these things will not satisty me
(tva virahayya).




From Srimad-Bhagavatam [ 11.2.42]:
bhaktih paresanubhavo viraktir
anyatra caisa trika eka-kalah
prapadyamanasya yathasnatah syus

tustih pustih ksud-apayo 'mu-ghasam

Devotion, direct experience of the Supreme Tord (bhaktih
paresanubhavo), and detachment from other things (anyatra
viraktir ca)—these three occur simultaneously_(esa trika eka-kalah
syuh) for one who has taken shelter of Krsna (prapadyamanasya),
in the same way (yatha) that pleasure, fullness of the stomach and
reliet from hunger (tustih pustih ksud-apayo) are experienced
simultaneously, with each bite (anu-ghasam), for a person engaged
in eating (asnatah).




From Srimad—Bhégavatam 11.5.18]
tasyaiva hetoh prayateta kovido
na labhyate yad bhramatam upary adhah
tal labhyate duhkhavad anyatah sukham
~ kalena sarvatra gabhira-ramhasa

c—

The wise man (kovidah) strives (prayateta) for that happiness
(tasya eva hetoh) which is not attained (yad na labhyate) by jivas
wandering from Brahma-loka to the lowest species (hhramatam
upary adhah). Material happiness (tad sukhar) is attained in all
cases (sarvatra labhvate) without endeavor, by the law of karma

(anyatah), just like distress (duhkhavad), through the force of fast
moving time (gabhira-ramhasa kalena).
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