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Verse-6

are cetah prodyat-kapata-kuti-nati-bhara-khara-
ksaran-miitre snatva dahasi katham atmanam api mam
sada tvarn gandharva-giridhari-pada-prema-vilasat-
sudhambhodhau snatva svam api nitararh mar ca sukhaya

O ruftian mind (are cetah)! Why do you burn (katham dahasi) yourselt and
me [the soul] (atmanam api mam) by bathing in the trickling urine (ksaran-
miitre snatva) of the great donkey (bhara-khara) of tull-blown hypocrisy and
duplicity (prodyat-kapata-kuti-nati)? Instead, you should always bathe (sada
tvam nitaram snatva) in the nectarean ocean (sudha ambhodhau) of love
emanating from the lotus feet of St1 Sri Gandharvika-Giridhar (gandharva-
giridhari-pada-prema-vilasat), thereby delighting (sukhaya) yourselt and me
(tvam api mam ca).
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In the Bhagavad-gita, Krsna says,
kama esa krodha esa
rz@-ggl_lafsanﬁbhaval_}
mahasano maha-papma
viddhy enam iha vairinam

(ﬁie big enemy of the conditioned soul is 1usD

But Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami says that even if you're done with
that, there’s still another problem to deal with.




Verse-6 Commentary by Srila Jayadvaita Swami

Deeply embedded within the human heart are tfour defects, and one
of them is the propensity to cheat.

—

Therefore it is said, dharmah projjhita-kaitavo ’tra paramo
nirmatsaranam satam.

The Bhagavatam kicks out kaitava-dharma, “cheating religion.”

Srila Sridhara Svami says that kaitava-dharma means dharma, artha,
kama, moksa—material objectives, culminating in impersonal
oneness.
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Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami has some pungent words for this deceit
n'tl;é

and hypocrisy: (prodya/tﬂ?apa@kuti harzij@h_a@%saraﬁ-@f&g)
énatva—“bathing in the donkey urine of full-blown hypocrisy and
duplicity.”

One may ask, “Why donkey urine?”

Well, to begin with, it’s not cow urine.
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Cow urine is puritying. Some people clean their kitchens with it. It’s
antiseptic.

But this verse talks about donkey urine.

There’s a difference. Donkey urine doesn’t seem to be held in high
esteem.

Srila_Prabhupada said that the donkey, the ass, is the symbol of

stupidity. as in the expression “work like an ass.”
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In America a common insult is to call a person an ass, a stupid ass.




Types ot Deceit
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Srila Bhaktivinoda, in his commentary, says, “There are three
categories of spiritual practitioners (sadhakas).”

\
He_calls two types of householder devotees as sva- antha sadhakas
and parinistha-sadhakas,and-thererouticed devotees as nirapeksa-

\
sadhakas. &/%\,};gww edo o SR ¥igWr @relYy /‘Z‘o““"‘“ £ ot _,)

He turther writes, “All three types are benetfited only When they
become thoroughly honest and give up deceit, pretense, and
hypocrisy; otherwise, they are surely vanquished. Each type 01
sadhaka has distinct ways of exhibiting a deceitful nature.”
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Srila_Bhaktivinoda writes that householders may be deceitful by
indulging in sense enjoyment on the pretext ol sadhana-bhaki.

For example, a person might offer opulent food for the pleasure ot
the Lord—thinking of eating it later.

’

Bhaktivinoda also suggests that a frenunciany man may want to train
ladles in Deity worship so that he can have their association.

These are some of the dilferent ways Bhaktivinoda lists to enjoy
sense gratification under the pretext of sadhana-bhakti.
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Bhaktivinoda Thakura warns against the deceit of housholders
“serving rich influential materialists instead of serving simple
nirapeksa servants of Krsna.”

I—I itfalls for the renunciants—for example, the deceits

“Staymg with materialistic people with the expectation of
recelvm,;wealth” and “being inwardly anxious and worried about
collecting more wealth, while making a pretense of performing
devotional service or chanting.”
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In a similar vein, Sukadeva Gosvami says, “Aren’t the trees giving
fruits? Isn’t the river giving water? Then why are sannyasls going to
the homes of materialists just to tlatter them?”

Ot course, we have seen this behavior to an almost absurd extent in
Indian culture, but it happens in the West also.

Whether initiated Vaisnavas or “professional” Vaisnavas, supposedly
saintly devotees go around from one rich man’s home to another,
collecting donations, mainly to support their tamilies.




Verse-6 Commentary by Srila Jayadvaita Swami

Meanwhile the rich materialists flatter them, saying, “O Maharaja!”
until the preacher starts to believe he is “maharaja.”

And then it’s “By the way, where’s my elephant?”

This kind of preacher is basically a businessman who is in “the
Vaisnava business.”

Such a mentality can be also be institutionalized )
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If your institution becomes solely interested in courting the wealthy
and influential, then you have a problem.

An ordinary guy walks in, and you size him up.

When you see he doesn’t have any money you go on to the next
man, neglecting the sincere candidates for devotional service.

@at’s to be avoided]
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Do PR wle X Jecet
Bﬁhakyﬁnoﬂa Thakura talks about yet another kind of deceit,

¢« \ . . i
enthusiasm for meaningless temporary gains, even at the cost of
envying and harming others.”

We see this in devotees who get enthusiastic about a more or less
mundane project of no great importance.

Often the enterprise is simply seli-indulgent.

One indulges one’s mundane propensities under the banner of
devotional service.
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A common example is becoming a fock staﬂagain, “for Krsna.”

——

The devotee may be very enthusiastic about it, but it really has no
value, except for selt-indulgence.

One common form of deceit Bhaktivinoda lists for the parinistha-
sadhaka is “making an external show of strictly following rules and
prohibitions while inwardly being very attached to material subjects
unrelated to Krsna.”
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From my reading of a book by a iriend of mine who’s a Christian
professor, it seems that the Christians deal with the same tendency,

which they call mgalism.”i B
[t’s quite a good term,qegalism. ‘

The legalist is punctilious, very attentive to following rules and
regulations, but his heart is all junk.




Verse-6 Commentary by Srila Jayadvaita Swami

He makes an outward show of being a very pakka devotee but
inwardly allows all sorts of anarthas (weeds) to grow.

—

Easier than purlfymg the heart is to make a show of crossing your t’s
and dotting your i’s. o]

You make sure that you circumambulate the tulasi plant exactly four
times, that you chant such-and-such verse in exactly the right meter,
that you bow facing the right direction—all the details you can
possibly think of, but without a real connection and _purification of
the heart.
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The internal and the external are not mutually exclusive.

But when the rules and regulations become the point, or when we
make a show of rules and regulations, that's what Riipa Gosvaml
calls niyamagraha: missing the POINL.

If we think rules are the most jmportant thing, we're fooling
ourselves: self-deceit.
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Then again, it others think the rules are the most important thing,
we may deceive them by making a show of following the rules, but
without having the substance.

Some sadhakas are deceitful by preferring the association of people

who are materially impressive in some way.

Bhaktivinoda writes of “preferring the association of non-devotees
rather than Krsna conscious devotees.”
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Whether it’s intellectually \gophisticated company or high- socigD

types or fmode ol goodness people, \such a_sadhaka prefers their
association to that of genuine devotees.

That's another type of cheating.

Eecognizing the various types bf deceit helps us guard against
materially motivated religion and contaminated consciousness.




(Devotion or Profession )
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Impediments to spiritual progress may also come because we
maintain our householder life by what is essentially professional
Kkirtana.

That is a subject that deserves careful thought because there are so
many statements in our literature advising against meeting one’s
family expenses by speaking Srimad-Bhagavatam or by becoming a
professional preacher.

(The danger is that it becomes a business>
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Someone may be a(car mecha@ (a teach@ Oor an accounta t) and
someone is apreache ™)

Everybody has a way to maintain _his family life, and it becomes
exactly that: @busmess)

And this may occur in any department: Preaching becomes a way to
maintain your family, being a pujarl becomes a way to maintain
your family, and devotional service becomes a way to maintain your
family ~
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[t becomes a profession.

Since our interest lies in building up our bank account, we are
interested in preaching to the wealthy or preaching where people
give us good moOney.

And we collect money not for a preaching project, to distribute

books or to spread kirtana but to pay the rent, to save money for the
kid’s education, all of that.
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A devotee may sometimes accept some modest contribution for
maintenance, but when our program is meant mainly {or
maintaining our family by professional Vaisnava service, then the
situation needs to be Tooked at.

When we lirst went to Vrndavana, we saw the Deities being
maintained very poorly.

Basically Deity worship was a family business.
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Prabhupada’s evaluation was that the pujaris just keep the temples
open _to collect some money amddon't really care about the Deity,
except as a gimmick or tool for making money.

Sometimes we see that people are willing to serve but everything
they do has a price to it.

We then have to ask, Is that devotional service, or is that a job?

Ar:d if i’s a job. is this really what Prabhupada wanted? !
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Is this really what Caitanya Mahaprabhu came to teach—that
devotional service is a means of earning your livelihood?

@lt’s not really the ide%

Better to earn your livelihood by honest means—and do service.

You can have a career, make money, and meet your family expenses,

so that everything that vou do for the temple or for the preaching is
actually devotional service. Its not mixed.
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You don’t have to ask, “Okay, what's my compensation package?”

No, you can say, “My family expenses are met, and this is what I do
for service.”

So much of our time is taken up with the responsibilities of family
maintenance, but they [don’t take up all our time]

(So the balance of our time we can use for Krsna’s service
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We won’t waste it watching television, talking prajalpa, and hanging
out.

T

We can invest that balance of our precious time, when we're not
earning a livelihood, in devotional service.

There’s a strong case to be made for that approach.

On the other hand, Prabhupada approved of book distribution. “As a
business. it’s a good business.” he said. “Best business.”
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A_tull-time book distributor can keep aside some quota for personal

and family maintenance.

You can also use your occupation for serving.

If you are an accountant, then do temple accounts. If you are a
lawyer, help get documents registered.

Whatever you are. A cook? Cook for the Deity.
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But not with the mentality of “How much they will pay me?

How much will I collect if go to this engagement? How many hours
do they want me to serve?

Can I make the same amount but do less? Maybe I can get a few
more dollars per hour.”

None of that comes into consideration when you cover your own
family expenses separately.
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Taking payment for service to maintain your family can also create
unhappy relations.

For instance, the brahmacaris are giving selflessly of their time, they
are bringing in money—and you are spending it to maintain your

household.

Or the congregational householders are working hard and making
money and giving it to the temple—and it goes to you to maintain

your family.,
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How good are people going to teel about that?

We also need to ask it this is how we want our temples to operate,
basically employing people to do service.




