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How the Weeds of Deceit
Grow
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In his purport to Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 12.135, Srila
Prabhupada explains that these weeds or parasites growing on the

body of our bhakti begin with kutinati—nitpicking or the desire to
find faults in others. 1 cpee) — leutingsi = Fauli frudig

We have this innate tendency.

When we become devotees this tendency is polished to perfection,
because as devotees we can better understand our own psychology.
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We can then see in a clearer way the smallest faults in others.

Previously we did not notice how the cheating mind works and how
pride manilests itself.

Now our heart rejoices when we see faults in others.

Further on, Prabhupada says that what follows next is pratistha-asa
or the desire for recognition.
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Pratistha means recognition, and asa means the desire or hope that
we will be recognized.

In this regard, he gives an example of a person trying to imitate Srila
Haridasa Thakura.

For example, I adorn the Deities or I make them an outlfit.

——

But I am hoping for praise for my etforts or my " talent.”
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Persons are decorating the Deity, but it may be their own false ego

that is standing on their altar and showing their expertise to
everyone.

It people do not say, “How wonderful you've made that,” we are
disappointed and think, “This society ol dévotees Is ot Hike Wnaﬂ
was promised!”

We demand recognition and the thirst for it grows stronger and
stronger.,
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We preach, so someone admires how many followers we have. or we
distribute books so we will be praised for it.

We fast on Ekadasi, but we make sure we tell everyone what we fast
from, the way we fasted, how many rounds we chanted, how we
didn’t sleep that night.

We give a lecture so that someone says afterwards, “Oh, what a
lecture!”
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And if devotees do not say that, we think, “Everyone is in maya! No
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First is kutinati, second is pratistha-asa, and the next thing is jiva-
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Alter deceitand hypocrisy, and the attempt to exalt ourselves, comes
Aghasura, the serpent with foul breath, like that of a dead fisI}.
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Bhaktivinoda Thakura explains that this demon is the cruelty in our

heart. Vidiarce & de vsteeS _ '@uakwu?ng
@ Pafh\-(% oYy ow~c e acecict g,
@ AFY 3<uRyg Prodpdawn @ Cy ket zma
@ ren— €6 6 PeradTon @ Aoy heltive stow
What did he do with the cowherd boys? He devoured them.
§) SVeLIlly e YMKS @ ) bece bkt n\f(mda-fffa f
- (C
@Gcss( { Wiy Derivive F?(&X_RA“MK nNeglect
Aghasura represents cruelty. (@ vwes AR IR
—_— = [ oxzes- @ U IVALILE (vt 6} oS STLahiB\, »
C"“Ne’“f‘kﬁ £ Wit no-agiis. A 6 FLeAs. @ ovtheYifeiiay
. (nly o Toelv]  meegeven
PR @ fh Sevafd Joa

In the society of devotees we also have opportunities for showing
cruelty,
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Again, the same knowledge of psychology allows us to more
painfully hurt others when we start pointing out their faults.

First, I think ill of others, then I start speaking ill of others, being
rude to others, cutting their | 0.

One woman was complaining to me about her husband, “He comes
and says to me, ‘Let me see where your false ego is. Now I'm going
to cut it.”
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He has children and a wite whom he needs in order to cut their false
ego.

Recently I happened to come across an article written by a very
respected Vaisnava analyzing an article written by another Vaisnava,
finding some trifles there and then publishing his condemnations on
the internet in order to hurt.

This is something that unfortunately happens under the pretext of
fighting for purity..
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He is exposing other Vaisnavas to a public “tlogging”.

Again, knowledge of psychology of other people allows us to more
easily exploit others.

Under the pretext of devotional service people sometimes simply
exploit each other, saying that we should selflessly serve but at the
same time taking advantage of others.

This is a manilestation of jiva-himsa.
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Srila Prabhupada describes the next inevitable step in that purport
to the Gundica-marjana-lila.

This is called nisiddhacara, when a person loses the ability to follow
the principles of bhakti.

Why does this happen?

Previously, they seemed to have overcome all these bad habits and

had been following the principles of bhakti over a long period of
time.
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However, at a certain point they lose the ability to do this.

[t is not just because of the anarthas.

What happens at this point is that due to the oftences committed,
the mind fully focuses on matter and tears itself away from Krsna.

Srila Prabhupada had a disciple who used to take LSD; later on he
‘achieved a very high position but returned to LSD.
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Due to the tendency to deceitfulness, he started justifying his
behavior.

He said that LSD was the dust specks from the lotus feet of Srimat
Radharani!

He said that when he took drugs, he became closer to God.

He wanted to open a Wholg training center to teach others how to
get closer to Krsna using LSD.
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There was one other asrama I knew about personally where all the
discourses consisted in discussing the taults of other Vaisnavas.

There are many Vaisnavas and there are many faults, too, so there
were many topics of discussion.

And they all said, “We are for Prabhupada! We are for Prabhupada!”

They would still go on with sankirtana.
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However, since the aSrama is located in quite a cold zone, betore

going out on sankirtana they drink some vodka to Srila Prabhupada
in order to warm up and go out to distribute.

Unfortunately all this is true and 1 am not exaggerating at all in this

particular case.

This is what Srila Prabhupada says, nisiddhacara, the next logical
step: we lose the ability to Iollow the principles of pure behavior.
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And all begins with the fact that in one way or another we focus on
the faults of others.

In the next step, kama (lust) becomes completely uncontrollable
and devours us whole.

A person in this situation naturally and gradually forms material
tendencies in their mind.
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We have come to the path of bhakti in order to remove these

tendencies, but we may be giving vent to the most subtle tendency
of all, which is to relish tinding taults in others.

Step-by-step it very soon becomes more and more gross.

One problem is that a person_at this point may not enjoy just
ordinary kama, but may do so in a perverted way.
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Following kama is the demand to be worshiped.

‘IRQ\QSw WS\ @v  deMyty ouY (= Xy 2 ?QE @9«(0\3 Arvete )
@ MaYavadoa @ Seive daverel -CG\\‘Vb dotinn @ CU"“S\! nexe. M’\'ﬂ:\ N S -@5?‘4 s
G) Mok garde @ > (Ca @ o\ v -Puve dey Penainel

Srila Jiva Gosvami makes a similar analysis in his Bhakti-sandarbha,

where he explains the consequences of aparadhas or offenses.
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After aSraddha a quality appears that he calls bhagavan-nistha-
cyavaka-vastv-antarabhinive$ah, or a focus on external things that

destroy our nistha or iaith 1n Krsna.
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Next is bhakti-8aithilyam, where we cannot focus on bhajana

because the mind is already completely elsewhere.
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We start competing with others.

What does competition with other Vaisnavas mean?
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The very spirit of rivalry or jealousy towards others means that I
want respect only for myself.

The nature of bhakdti is that it makes us willing to cooperate; bhakii
is love and love means that I love everyone and I try to do things
together with the others.

Srila Prabhupida said that our love for him will be shown by the

extent to which we will be able to cooperate with each other.
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Some may have misheard that to mean, “Your love

or me will be

shown by the extent to which you will be able to compete with each

other.”

Sva-bhakti-kritam-manitva or puja, the desire of honor or the desire

that only 1 should be respected, is the final stage

ol Vaisnava-

aparadha that happens to a person.

Srila Prabhupada concludes this description by writing, “Therefore

one’s heart is again filled with dirt and becomes hard

er and harder,

thus starting to resemble the heart of a materialist.”
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Commenting on this sixth verse of Manah-siksa, Bhaktivinoda
Thakura explains that there are three kinds of Vaisnavas: sya-nistha,
parinistha, and nirapeksa.

He says that a sva-nistha Vaisnava is a householder who performs
bhajana without regard for varnasrama-dharma.

Their material tendencies begin to appear if instead of serving pure
Vaisnavas they start serving some rich people.
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Parinistha-bhakta is a householder who also follows varnasrama-
dharma.

When they are deceitiul then outwardly they show everyone how
firmly they are following everything, while internally being unable
to cope with their attachment to material things.

The nirapeksa Vaisnava is one who has accepted renunciation, but
might start collecting money from everyone as much as possible and
associate with materialists all the time.
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In this verse Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami asked why we would bathe
in this ass urine.

We should bathe in pure nectar, but the mind does not want to.

The mind has no attachment to Radha and Krsna.

It has no attachment to thinking about them or reading about them.
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Prahlada Maharaja himseltf explains that despite hearing about
Krsna from others, despite trying to think about Krsna themselves,
despite trying to achieve some combination of both, many persons’
minds are unable to think of Krsna. and bhakti does not manitest
itselt in their hearts.

Bhaktivinoda Thakura explains why a person does not get spiritually
attached and instead the uncontrolled senses lead to hell.

Punah puna$ carvita-carvananam—again and again we chew what
has already been chewed.
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Inside we have a certain subtle concept or ego which we have not
given up, even having taken up the path of bhakf.

Bhaktivinoda Thakura said that there is only one solution, humility.

It we have taken up the path of bhakti, we must surrender with
complete humility.
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Bhaktivinoda Thakura writes in his purport to this verse of the
Manah-Siksa: “As soon as the mind allows trifle thoughts to come
in, immediately deception or hypocrisy appears.

Hypocrisy starts attacking the soul again.

When one’s heart has been completely cleansed by humility, it will
_never again open its doors to deception.”




