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Verse-7

pratisthasa dhrsta Svapaca-ramani me hrdi natet
katharh sadhu-prema sprsati sucir etan nanu manah
sada tvam sevasva prabhu-dayita-samantam atulam

———

yatha tarm niskasya tvaritam iha tam vesayati sah

As long as the unchaste (dhrsta), dog-eating woman (Svapaca-ramani) of
desire for prestige (Eratis;h 2) dances in my heart (me _hrdi natet), how can
(katham) the chaste and pure (Sucih) lady of love for Krsna (sadhu-nrema)
touch it (sprsati etad)? Therefora—é mind (nanu manah), you should always
serve (ngl_a@vam\)_{e_:vasxz@ the incomparable (atulam), heloved devotee
commander of Krsna’s ‘ army rabh@ﬂgx_itj&éugantan}), who will
immediately (yatha sah tvaritam) throw out the unchaste woman (t;.?l_rp
niskasya) and establish the pure lady of love (tarn vesayati) in the heart

(Tha).
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Notes on the Commentary
by
Srila Bhaktivijnana Goswami
Maharaj



The Unchaste Woman Dancing
in the Heart




Verse-7 Commentary by Srila Bhaktivijnana Goswami Maharaja

When we have driven deception out of our hearts, all the while there remains

one last thing.

There is no cheating any more, but still I want a little something and that is

the chiet subject matter of the seventh verse.

Pratisthasa dhrsta Svapaca-ramani me hrdi natet—Raghunatha Dasa

3

Gosvami says, “In my heart there is a dancer—Svapaca-ramani.
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Ramanl means a woman of easy virtue, a_harlot; moreover, she has special
dietary prelerences, Svapaca.
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Svapaca means she loves to cook dogs. And dhrsta means she is absolutely
shameless.

The name of that dhrsta $vapaca-ramani is pratistha-asa, the desire for
respect, honor, and fame.

And then he goes on saying, katham sadhu-prema sprsati Sucir etan nanu

manah—“Think for yourself my dear mind_ whether prema, which is pure

by nature, will touch your heart, it there is this untouchable woman
dancing?”
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Perhaps the most interesting word here is Hhrs‘gzﬂ meaning that she’s
shameless.

This actually means that all the anarthas have already gone away by virtue of
the holy name, but the Elamelesi one (the desire for respect) is staying.

Bhaktivinoda Thakura explains that the very last demon is when we want to

be distinguished for our devotional service.

A person may say, “Look how well 1 know the scriptures! I am a great

préacher;so oW I T goiNng [0 save everyone by my preaching!”
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In other words, when people start deemingthemselves to_be spiritual master
or_guru, this anartha is the root of all the other anarthas, in accordance with
the teachings of Sanatana Gosvami and the Hari-bhakti-vilasa.

If we don’t drive this away, everything else will come back.

The merry woman that’s dancing in the heart will call back all the other
anarthas, “Come on, come on!”

.
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Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami says. “As long as she is there, sadhu-prema, pure
prema, will never touch the heart. There will be no love in the heart_because
it will remain desecrated.”
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Krsna provides all opportunities to fultill this desire to be great.

el

This persisting childish desire for recognition, honor, and to be the center of
attention is the last to remain in our hearts, and it desecrates everything else
that we are doing.

All other problems come as a result of the envy that appears because of

pratistha-asa, the desire for pratistha, the desire to be distinguished. to show

oft, the desire to show that I am special, I am exclusive, and the best.

B
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Therefore, we can see that true spiritual culture always teaches humility.

Humility is the password through which, to some extent, a person can feel
Krsna.

If we look at Vedic culture, from the very beginning it explains that God does

everything, not us.

There are many achievements in Vedic history which are anonymous; no one
puts any signatures to them.
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Most of the names we don’t know, not even the number ot holy persons there
were, what to speak of their names.

History has not preserved them, and they did not want to be noted.

For example, we EractlcaLX know nothing about Gopala Bhatta Gosvamli,
one of the greatest acaryas in our sampradaya—essentially the next one after
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Practically speaking, Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu made Gopala Bhatta Gosvami

his successor.
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He sent him his asana, kaupina, and bahih-vasa, all of which are s_ﬂll
preserved in the temple of Radha-Ramana.

Even Radha-Ramana himself came to him in response to his prayers. But
Gopala Bhatta Gosvami asked Krsnadasa Kaviraja, “Please don’t say a word
a]:zout me!” ~

If someone starts to be aware of himself as a guru, or imagine himself to be a

guru, then that’s the end of his spiritual life.

Love is out of the question, the only thing left in the heart is vanity.
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The more Kali-yuga evolves, the more this problem also deepens.

The word guru in Hindi initially meant a master; now in Hindi it is almost a.
swear word.

Besides everything else, guru also means a trickster.

This spiritual vanity is a very dangerous thing and it can haunt us up to the
very end.
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For instance, the famous Kumbha Mela in India is practically the best fair of
spiritual vanity.

The gurus gather there, seated on jewel-bedecked silver thrones on top ot
elephants.

Recently even the elephants went out of fashion—they put the silver throne
on top of a jeep.

This behavior is a very sad thing, because actually we must understand that if
['ma true devotee I should not expect homor:
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Moreover, if I am a true devotee, I will expect to be reproached by others.

Madhavendra Purl wrote a wonderful verse where he says, “Let other people
think that I have gone mad; let my friends think Tam totally confused; let my
relatives say that I am a complete tool; and let those who know the Vedas
con51der me just some proud fool.”

If we are a true devotee, we can expect people not to like that we live a life of
complete and absolute devotion; they will start reproaching us.

This s something-mportant that we must remember.
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Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami gives a solution, he says,pratisthasa dhrsta

Svapaca-ramanl me hrdi natet: that Svapaca-ramanl—this shameless
prostitute is dancing, katham sadhu-prema sprsati—so how can pure prema
touch my heart?

Sucir etan nanu manah—think for yoursell how the pure can touch the

impure.

My heart becomes untouchable because this woman there has cast off all
restraint.
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So, he gives a solution to how we can protect ourselves from this problem:
sada tvam sevasva prabhu-dayita-samantam atulam—constantly serve the
servant of the Lord.

Not Krsna, but the servant ot the [ ord: prabhu-dayita—samantam—the best
ol the servants of the Lord (samanta means a general).

Yatha tam niskaSya tvaritam iha tam veSayati sah—then very quickly that

woman will be banished from your heart.
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In_other words, Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami says that to expel that woman
from the heart the cure is association with the devotees, association in the

process of service with the understanding of their greatness. —

When internally I am with them, I understand what true devotion is, who I
am, and what the scale of my so-called devotion is.

The HitopadeSa starts with a very instructive story about a tiger who
represents the bogus sadhu.

Its hidden meaning is to learn how to distinguish a true sadhu from a
pretender.
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He’s standin& on the banks of a lake where there is an innocent traveler
passing by. -

The tiger says, “Come here, my dear, come, [ have a golden hracelet for you.
I've repented all my sins; yes, I didn’t used to be a vegetarian but now [ am!”

The tiger says to the traveler that there are eight kinds of religiosity.

These are performance of sacrifices, study of scriptures, distribution of
donations, performance of ascetic feats, truthfulness, patience, forgiveness,
and lack of greed.
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So _he says, “Look at me—you can imitate the first four: you can perform
sacrifices, you can perform penance, you can study the scriptures, you can
give a donation—all this you can do with a contaminated heart, but the last
four are impossible to imitate. It's impossible to pretend o be truthful!”

[t is a cheater who is saying that and he is exposing himself.

He says that it is impossible to pretend to be patient; it is impossible to
pretend to be able to forgive; and it is impossible to pretend to have no greed.

Because the tiger speaks like this, the meaning in this fable is that even these
can be imitated.
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Even these qualities do not serve as criteria, actually.

If we want to know the true criterion for understanding who is a sadhu and

who is not a sadhu, then it is not enough to just listen to what the person
says.

We need to examine him and look at the way he associates.

The criterion that Raghunatha Dasa Gosvaml is giving here is very
important, which is that a person should not internally deem himself to be a

guru, and this means that h lways seek higher association. He must

alwavs consider himself to be a disciple.
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There is a story in this regard about GaurakiSora Dasa Babaji.

A young man came to him trying to somehow serve him, but then he became
bored and Teft for Purl.

After some time, he came back, this time in the robes of a sannyasi. He 1e was
accompanied by some mahanta, the Prior of some temple.

The mahanta introduced himself, saying, “Babaji, this disciple of yours has
now become an elevated devotee. Please accept him. In Purl he served

Haridasa Thakura and chanted three lakhs of the holy names.”

Y
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GaurakiSora Dasa Babaji looked at him closely and said, “I do not recall
having such a disciple.”

Then he looked again and said, “Actually, I don’t consider anyone to be my
d15c1ple in this world, because I myself have failed to become a disciple._So,
since 1 have failed to become a disciple myself, how can I teach someone
else?”

Because the only thing we can teach someone is how to become a disciple,
how can I consider myself to be another’s teacher or a preacher or a lecturer,
or anything like that untess T iave learned to be a humble disciple?

He finallv said. “Go awav! 1 do not want to see vou!”
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This humility is actually the essential criterion. In his song,bQQk_KabLéna-
kalpataru, Bhaktivinoda Thakura explains that it [ think, “I am a Vaisnava,”
then I shall look forward to receiving respect from others.

And if the desire for fame and reputation pollute my heart, then certainly I
shall descend towards life in hell.

He says that it a person considers himselt a Vaisnava, that person will never

beconie rombte—"

Sometimes we also have this pride inside—we are proud that we don’t eat
meat or take intoxications. nor even do we eat garlic.
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There are many other reasons to be proud.

Therefore, Bhaktivinoda Thakura instructs ns to have the mood of always

remaining a Sisya (a disciple). Let us never want any puja, respect or honor.

Srila Prabhupada is a very good example for all of us.

Srila Prabhupada, although he was a spiritual master and the founder-acarya
of ISKCON, he constantly taught by his example that we should not strive for

position; we showd Strive 10 be a disciple.
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He taught us to think that we are always, by nature, a follower and a servant,
never a master.

There is an amazing letter Srila Prabhupada wrote that touched me very
deeply.

[t is a letter he wrote to his spiritual brother Bhagavat Maharaja in August

1969, when he already had a couple of dozemrtemples-around-threworld, from

America to Japan.
T

There were notTmamy of Them, but they were around the globe.
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This letter was written after he read the statutes of the organization of this
Bhagavat Maharaja. -

He writes, “I have also read specitically your articles on the matter of acaryas,
wherein on the 14th paragraph I see the acarya shall be entitled to nominate
in writing his successive acarya.”

He writes as if casually, but he says, “But we do not find any record where

our Srila Prabhupada nominated any acaryas after him.

VesT

Different persons have interpreted on this point, and every one of our
godbrothers are acting as acarya, so_this is a controversial point which T do
not wish to enter into while we are proposine for cooperation.”




Verse-7 Commentary by Srila Bhaktivijnana Goswami Maharaja

Further on Srila Prabhupada writes that Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatl Thakura
Prabhupada wanted his disciples to cooperate with each other.

@

Therefore, at the very end of that letter Srila Prabhupada essentially says that
he wants to work together: I have temples. Send your preachers.

You will be preaching in my temples, that doesn’t matter.

We'll send you visas, whatever.
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That’s what Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada wanted.

__

He did not want us to become acaryas; he wanted us to remain servants and
serve the mission.

Finally, he writes, “Also please let me know if personally I can become a
member of your society under Clause 3 on page 19 of the Memorandum.”

—

An ordinary member of your society is what Srila Prabhupada writes.
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Once again, he has temples all over the world, he is an acarya, with many
disciples from the West, which is a great triumph, but he asks if he can
become a member of his godbrother’s society.

Although pride is the last thing, we can see how it works even on some
earlier stages of our service, preventing us from appreciating other peopi
and cooperating.

This idea that I am a preacher, that I can do something, and that I can teach
someone, actually destroys our society.
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We'll never be able to achieve anything in devotional service-as long as we do

not banish this from our hearts through devotional service to the other

devotees, as long as we ‘don’t take this service to other devotees and turn it
into our daily nourishment on which we subsisr: —

This is the last and most important obstacle on our spiritual path that we
must constantly be aware of. —

L




Progress to Purity
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Raghunatha Dasa Gosvaml appeals—te—the minds of those who practice
bhakrti, “Oh, mind, judge for vourself. If your heart is desecrated by the

shameless whore dancing there, this expectation of honor and glory, who has
cast away all shame, how will pure prema touch it?”

Sadhu-prema means pure love or beautitul love.

It will be repelled from having something to do with such a heart.

But Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami gives a way out of this: sada tvam sevasva—
always serve.




Verse-7 Commentary by Srila Bhaktivijnana Goswami Maharaja

Prabhu-dayita-samantam atulam—serve whom? The generals among the
Lord’s servants.

Which ones? Atulam—the matchless, unparalleled ones.

What will happen then? Yatha tam niskaSya tvaritam iha tam veSayati sah—
this prostitute will be driven out of your heart.

There will be nothing left of her, because you will be seeing how the Lord’s

servants behave, how their every movement, every glance, every word is
permeated with humility.
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And although they are atulam, unparalleled, they consider themselves to be
lower than a blade ol grass Iying on the street, ready to patiently accept
everything that Krsna sends to them.

They will drive that prostitute out of our hearts.

Then iha tam veSayati sah—krsna-prema will rise in our hearts, taking her
place.

It is a very important verse for each of us, especially for those who have been
practicing Krsna consciousness for a long time and who feel we have
something to be nroud of.
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In reality, none of us have anything to be proud of.

If we look, there is no merit of ours in anything, but it is the nature of the
mind that it expects honor.

What is most disgusting is that it expects honor even for our spiritual activity
and practice.

As 1 have previously mentioned, this is the last obstacle that can remain in a
person even at theTYMﬂnava
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As a result of carelessness, if we do not drive this out through any available
method with the heip ofass ociation, service, and humility, if we are taking
service from others for granted and expecting respect, fame, and honor as
something well-deserved, then the consequences can be very untortunate.

Ragatmika, the state of attachment or love for Krsna that initially attracts a
person_to _the path ot bhakti-sadhana, is defined by Srila Rupa Gosvami as
iste svar‘a51k1 ragah paramaws’gata bh%wet.
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When attachment to Krsr’f’a\%to the object of my desire hecomes absolutely
natural and there is the highest degree of absorption in the object of my love
or the one I want to attain, such a state or_such devotees are called

racatmika.
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This state is achievable, but as long as anarthas remain, we cannot surrender
our entire mind.

Riupa Gosvami tells us that the ideal is when the mind is completely absorbed
in Krsna and thinks of nothing else.

Srila  Bhaktivinoda very interestingly describes the gradual stages of

purification of the mind. —
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He says that we must start our journey by chanting the holy name, and not
simply chanting, but chanung with the understanding of wiro-we are.
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Sambandha-jnana—I understand that I am part and parcel of Krsna, his
servant.

If our chanting of the holy name is permeated by this understanding and
awareness of my subordinate position and eternal connection with Krsna,
then gradually the holy name will be purifying.

If 1 chant the holy name and I do not have this understanding, if I chant
simply as a mechanical ritual, or because I am supposed to, or because
everyone else does it, or because I'll not be fed prasadam if I don’t, or because
my_husband gets angry and rails at me if 1 don’t, then the holy name’s
puritying effect will take a long time.
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If we have this understanding that we are 1/10,000 part of the tip of a hair
when chanting the holy name, the holy name will gradually start to have an
effect, reveal its cleansing power, and drive anarthas out ol our heart.
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As a result of this purification, the next stage, as explained by Bhaktivinoda
Thakura, is called nairantarya—when our mind begins to love the holy name
and everything that is connected with Krsna.
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At this stage, we like hearing about Krsna and chanting the holy name
incessantly.

Although at this point, the chanting process may stll somewhat bear traces
of beine mechanical or unaware. at least we do not want to interrupt it.
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We want to hear kirtana and hear about Krsna. (g ATogs Sra L-?tai‘és
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We always want to do something for Krsna.

If we go turther into devotion, everything happens by itself.

But it is very hard to reach this level because there is a force that constantly
throws us back.

Bhaktivinoda Thakura says about this level—sveccha-purvikai—which means
that at mv own will. I can at anv time sit down and remember Krsna.



Verse-7 Commentary by Srila Bhaktivijnana Goswami Maharaja

[_will remember not just Krsna, but an amazingly beautiful picture of
Vrndavana will appear before my mind’s eye, and I will see how the devotees
serve Krsna, and how Krsna serves his devotees.

Whenever [ want to, | can meditate on the Lord’s lilas.

This stage is asakti, or attachment.

The mind becomes so clear and so well-trained that as soon as we wish, our
mind itself starts serving Krsna, and I lind mysell there with Krsna in my
~meditation, ~
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The next stage is svarasikl which means that never mind whether I plan to or
not, I think ot Krsnaall' the same, even when I don’t try.
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We will think of him all the time, because the lilas enter into us by

themselves

We are there all the time, together with Krsna.

On their own volition these lilas are revealed in our heart.

At this stage _we have already tuned the receiver of our heart to the wave of
the spiritual world.
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Thus it always picks up the transmissions from there.

[t is at the level of bhava that a person reaches this svarasiki stage.
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At the level of prema, a person enters these pastimes.

Sometimes Krsna comes to such a person and they don’t know whether they
are here or there.

However, at the initial stages +the—anarthas interrupt our meditation,

constantly focusing us back on ourselves our problems, and on our useless
desires. and on the image of ourselves that we have invented.
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This is what ego is.

The trick of the false ego is that a person invents an image of how they are
and then serves it.

This called idolatry, and we worship the idol that we ourselves have created.

Bhaktivinoda Thakura makes a very interesting point in his book Sri Tattva-
sutra.
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He says thatas long as attachment to Krsna is not developed to the proper

degree of intensity, and as long as we still have anarthas, there are three
things that will help us preserve spiritual attachment and that will give us a
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These are kirtana, association with bhagavatas, and discussion of bhagavad-

katha, or philosophy of the Bhagavatam. @
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We sing kirtana and we think, “What nice music! A new tune...” and we sing
unwittiqgly: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.
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Thus I come in direct contact with Krsna himself through the sound of his

holX name, and the taste, (despite the anarthag, can be eIt

Secondly, although our tongue is covered and we can’t feel the taste,

nevertheless, if we associate with bhagavatas, those devotees who have fully
surrendered their hearts to Krsna, we feel easy and free, and we see
everything in a completely different perspective.

And the third is discussion of the Bhagavatam philosophy.

When we read Srimad-Bhagavatam or hear bhagavad-katha, it also gives us a
special taste.
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If, despite of the lack of t?st W?( % nto contact with these three sources

of taste, we can survive this difficult period.

But 1f(l/nterrupt my association with these carrierd of taste, eventually my
interest will all go away.




