Sri Manah-siksa

Splendid Instructions to the
Mind

by Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami
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O mind (manah), meditate on (§mard) Krsna, the moon of the Vrndavana

forest (@raja-vug__}{andra@) as the lord of my leader, Sr1 Radhika (mad-isa-
nathatve). ~Meditate on Sri Radhika (vr raja-vana-isvarim) as his most dear
object of love (tad-nathatve). Meditate on Syi1alita (lalltam tu) as_her
incomparable friend (tad-atula—sakhitve). Meditate on Sri  Vi$akha
(visakham) as the foremost guru (gurutve) distributing the teachings of love
(Siksali-vitarana). And meditate on Radha-kunda (priya-saro) and
Govardhana (girindrau) as givers W of the sight (tat-preksa) and love of
Sri St Radha- Krsna (lalita-rati).




Slokartha: Meaning of the Verse



Sri Vraja-Raja-Sutastakam

Eight Prayers Gloritying the
Son of the King of Vraja



I 1|
—— , -
fava-nirada-h indit{kantifharam) —>¢* e

: — = = g)\O\WJY
[fasa-sagara-nagara-bhipa-varam — oe? ‘1 :
subha-vankima-caru-sikhanda-sikharm — ¥

bhaja (rsn)- (A Vaa-rij-sutam — e

He Whose complexion (kanti-dharam) conquers (nindita) that of a
fresh new raincloud (navanirada), Who is the best King of
Paramours (nagara{fhupafaram), the ocean of ecstatic mellows
(rasa-sagara) Whose crown is adorned with a lovely peacock feather
(caru-sikhanda-sikhar) and is auspiciously tilted to one side (subha-
vankima)-Just worship Krsna, the Dark Jewel (bhaja krsna-nidhim),
the son of the King of Vraja (vraja-raja-sutam).
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He Whose broadly-bending eyebrows (bhru-visankita) appear like

arched rainbows (vankima-sakru-dhanum), Whose pure moonlike
face (mukha-candra) belittles (vinindita) millions of ordinary
moons (koti-vidhum), Who is endowed (yutarn) with sweet, gentle
(mrdu-manda) smiles (suhasya) and pleasant speech (subhasya)-
Just worship Krsna, the Dark Jewel (bhaja krsna-nidhim), the son
of the King of Vraja (vraja-raja-sutam).
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He Who possesses divine bodily limbs adfpngaldharam) which
tremble profusely (Euvikampaa) with Cupid's agitations (@nanga),
Who dresses enchantingly (vesa-karam) just to fascinate the Vraja-
vasis (vraja-vasi-manohara), Who is decorated (lafnchita) with
extraordinary eyes (bhrsa drsam) like blue lotus blossoms (nila-
saroja) - Just worship Krsna, the Dark Jewel (bhaja krsna-nidhim),
the son of the King of Vraja (vraja-raja-sutam).
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He Whose forehead (bhala-tatarh) is surrounded (mandita) by a
iringe of wavy locks (alakavali), Whose earlobes are embellished
(sruti) with swaying (dolita) shark-shaped earrings (makara-
kundalakam) Who is adorned with vyellow silk (pita-patam
sudhatarn) embracing His charming hips (kati-vestita) - Just
worship Krsna, the Dark Jewel (bhaja krsna-nidhim), the son of the
King of Vraja (vraja-raja-sutam).
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bhaja krsna-nidhim vraja-raja-sutam

He Whose beautitul feet (caru-padam) resound (ganjita) with softly
tinkling ankle bells (&l @upuir that madden all the bees
(bhmga-madam) with their vibration of swinging gemstones (mani-
raiijita), Whose soles are marked (pada-yugarh ankita) with the ilag,
thunderbolt, fish, and more (dhvaja-vajra-jhasa) - Just worship
Krsna, the Dark Jewel (bhaja krsna-nidhim), the son of the King of
Vraja (vraja-raja-sutam).




16|
L
/ . ) | o Qe
bhrsa-candana-carcita-caru-tanurh —>%* e b
. . - A

mani-kaustubha-garhita-bhanu-tanum —Z e e

o —_o —_ P ° —_ o (AG w% e
vraja-bala-siromani-riipa-dhrtar —®-* 2 N

*\
° ° ° ° ° - @ ﬁv
bhaja krsna-nidhim vraja-raja-sutam

He Whose gracetul form (caru-tanum) is smeared with (carcita)
profuse sandalwood paste (bhrsa-candana), Whose body (ténung)
glows with the Kaustubha gem (mani-kaustubha), eclipsing the sun
(garhita-bhanu), Whose personal beauty represents (rapa-dhrtam)
the topmost zenith (Siromani) of Vraja-youths (vraja-bala) - Just
worship Krsna, the Dark Jewel (bhaja krsna-nidhim), the son of the
King of Vraja (vraja-raja-sutam).
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He Who is Mukunda and Hari (mukunda-harim), worshipable for all
the demigods and sages (sura-vrnda-suvandya), Who is the guru ot

all created beings (sarva-gurum), the crest jewel of all Lords (sura-
natha-siromani), Who is known as Giridhari and Murari (giridhari-
murari), more exalted even than Lord Siva (purari-pararm) - Just
worship Krsna, the Dark Jewel (bhaja krsna-nidhim), the son of the
King of Vraja (vraja-raja-sutam).
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He Who is most fond of sporting ( param) with the

Daughter of Vrishabhanu (vrsabhanu-suta), Who dresses
impeccably (vesa-dharam) as the Crown Prince of Mellow-Relishers
(rasa-raja-siromani), Who is the most praiseworthy (idya-varar)
Lord of Lords in the entire universe (jagadisvaram-iSvaram) - Just
worship Krsna, the Dark Jewel (bhaja krsna-nidhim), the son of the
King of Vraja (vraja-raja-sutam).
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Priyasarah (smara): Meditate on Sri
Radha-kunda, the famous pond of
Srimatl Radharani



Verse-9 Bhajana Darpana

Radha-kunda bestows loving sublime attachment to and affection
for serving the lotus feet of the divine couple.

Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami expands the same instruction his
wonderful prayer in the Vilapa-Kusumanjali (98):




Verse-9 Bhajana Darpana

be Srl-sarovara%fada ayﬂ mad-iéé}

Ql;esthena sardhamYiha khelati ama—rangailb
valm cet priyat priyam ativa tayor itimam
ha darsayadya krpaya mama jivitam tam

O Radha-kunda (he Sri-sarovara), in_your waters (tvayi), my worshipable
divine goddess Sri Radha (sa mad-i$a) always sports (sada khelati) in
various pastimes (kama-rangaih) with her beloved Krsna (presthena
sardham). You therefore are extremely dearer to both of them (tyam cet
tayor_ativa priyam) than all their dear objects (privat). Theretore (iti), O
divine lake (ha), kindly reveal to me (darSayadya krpaya) the spiritual form
of Sr1 Radha (tAm imam). Who is the source of my life (mama J1V1tam)




Verse-9 Bhajana Darpana

In the same song Srila Raghunath Dasa Gosvami prays sweetly to Sr1 Visakha, making a
similar request:

ksanam api tava sangari na tyajed eva devl
tvam asi samavayas tvan narma-bhiimir yad asyah

iti sumukhi visakhe darSayitva mad-iSam
mama viraha-hatayah prana-raksarm kurusva

O beautitul Visakha (sumukhi visakhe), 1 shall not leave your association (tava

sangam na tyajed) for even a moment (ksanam api). You are the same age as Sr1 Radha

(tvam_asi samavayah) and, for this reason (yad), you are the abode of her confidential
secrets (tvam asyah narma-bhuimir). O goddess (devl), showing me (darSayitva) the

form _of my divine goddess Radha (mad-isam), please save the life of a person like me
(mama prana-raksam kurusva), who is dying in separation (viraha-hatayah).
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The holy place known as Mathura is spiritually superior to Vaikuntha, the
transcendental world, because the Lord appeared there. Superior to Mathura-
purl is the transcendental forest of Vrndavana because of Krsna's rasa-lila
pastimes. And superior to the forest of Vindavana is Govardhana Hill, for it
was raised by the divine hand of Sri Krsna and was the site of His various
loving pastimes. And, above all, the superexcellent Sr1 Radha-kunda stands
supreme, for it is overtlooded with the ambrosial nectarean prema ot the
Lord of Gokula, Sri Krsna. Where, then, is that intelligent person who is

unwilling to serve this divine Radha-kunda, which is situated at the foot ot
Govardhana Hill?
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karmibhyah parito hareh priyataya vyaktim yayur jianinas
tebhyo jhana-vimukta-bhakti-paramah premaika-nisthas tatah
tebhyas tah pasu-pala-pankaja-drsas tabhyo ’pi sa radhika

prestha tadvad iyam tadiya-sarasi tarh nasrayet kah kra




In the Sastra it is said that of all types of fruitive workers, he who is advanced
in knowledge of the higher values of Tife is favored by the Supreme Lord Hari.
Out of many such people who are advanced in knowledge [jianis], one who
is practically liberated by virtue of his knowledge may take to devotional
service. He is superior to the others. However, one who has actually attained
prema, pure love of Krsna, is superior to him. The gopis are exalted above all
the advanced devotees because they are always totally dependent upon Sri
Krsna, the transcendental cowherd boy. Among the gopis, Srimati Radharani
is the most dear to Krsna. Her kunda [lake] is as profoundly dear to Lord
Krsna as this most beloved ot the gopis. Who, then, will not reside at Radha-
kunda and, in a spiritual body surcharged with ecstatic devotional feelings
laprakrtabhava], render loving service to the divine couple Sri Sri Radha-
Govinda, who perform Their astakaliya-lila, Their eternal eightfold daily
pastimes? Indeed, those who execute devotional service on the banks of
Radha-kunda are the most fortunate people in the universe.
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Of the many ebjects of favored delight and of-aH-the lovable damsels of
Vrajabhtimi, Srimati Radharani is certainly the most treasured object of
Krsna's love. And, in every respect, Her divine kunda is described by great
sages as similarly dear to Him. Undoubtedly Radha-kunda is very rarely

attained even by the great devotees; therefore it is even more ditficult for
ordinary devotees to attain. If one simply bathes once within those holy

waters, one's pure love of Krsna is fully aroused.




