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Verse-12 Bhajana Darpana

In his SrT Vrndavanastakam in the -mala, Srila Ri am1
beautifully explains the glories of Vrndavana:
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mukunda-murali-rava-Sravana-p a-hrd-vallari-
kadanrbaka-karam®bita-pratf- E—Ead% ba-ku Janrﬁ'

kalinda-glrl-nandml-kamala-kandalandollna

sugandhir ani anilena me $aranam astu]
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On hearing (Sravana) the sounds of Mukunda’s flute (mukunda-muralj-
rava) the creeper of the gopis’ hearts blossom (phulla-hrd-vallari-
kadambaka), and they enter (karambita) each and every kunja within the
kadamba forests of Vrndavana (pratl-kadamba-kun]antara) Yamuna, the

d

]

laughter of Kalinda Mountain, flows here (kalinda-giri-nandini). Lotys
owers in the Yamuna (kamala-kandala) move around (andolina) due to

the fragrant winds (sugandhir anilena). May that Vrndavana forest

(vindatavi) be my shelter (me Saranam astu).
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2
vikuntha-pura-samsrayad vipinato’pi nihSreyasat
sahasra-gunitam Sriyam praduhati rasa-Sreyasim

caturmukha-mukhair api sprhita-tarnadehodbhava
jagadgurubhir agrimaih $aranam astu vrndatavi

Th@ shelter of Vrndavana (vipinato’pi Sriyam) supersedes the shelter of the liheration
provided in Vaikuntha (vikuntha-pura-samsrayad) by a thousand times (sahasra-
gunitam), for the shelter of Vrndavana provides (praduhatl) the ultimate good fortunt’
of the various types of bhakti-rasa such as dasya, sakhya, vatsalya, and madhurya (rasa-
Sreyasim). The desire to_take birth here as an insignificant blade of grass (sprhita-tarna
deha udbhava) is expressed even by the excellent four mouths of lord Brahma
(caturmukha-mukhair api), the spiritual master of the entire world (jg_g_@dgurubhir
agrimaih). May that Vrndavana forest (virndatavi) be my shelter (me $aranam astu).
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3
anarata-vikasvara-vratati-punja-puspavali-
visari-vara-saurabhodgama-rama-camatkarini
amanda-makaranda-bhrd-vitapi-vrnda-vrndikrta-
dvirepha-kula-vandita $aranam astu vindatavi

—

Vrndavana’s fully (lalossomir@ (anarata-vikasvara) creeper-filled forest (puspavali-
vratati-punja) spreads about (visari) an excellent fragrance (vara-saurabha) that
amazes even the goddess of fortune (rama-camatkarini udgama). The forest is full of
wonderful groups of nectar-dripping, flower-laden trees (amanda-makaranda-bhrd-
VitapiYyrnda), which cause the hosts of bees {0 always offer praises to her (dvirepha-
kula-vandita krta). May that Vrndavana forest (vindatavi) be my shelter (me Saranam

astu).
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ksana-dyuti-ghana-Sriyo-vraja-navina-yiinoh padaih

suvaglubhir alankrta lalita-laksma-laksmi-bharaih
tayor nakhara-mandali-Sikhara-keli-caryocitair
vrta kiSalayankuraih Saranam astu vrndatavi

h

Her blades of grass, Zleaves} and @(kiéalaya ankuraih) are_luxuriant,
and are decorated (suvaglubhir alankrta) with marks from the sports (keli-
carya) of the nail- -tips (nakhara-mandali-Sikhara) of the superexcellent feet
(Sriyah padaih) of the lightning and cloud Q@ana—dyut hana) of Radha
and Krsna (vr raja-navina-yunoh). Their feet (padaih) carr alankrta) a host
of beautitful marks such as lightning and lotus ima)?[aksmi)
bharaih). May that Vrndavana forest (vrndatavi) be my shelter (me
Sardllam astu).
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vrajendra-sakha-nandini-Subhataradhikara-kriya-
prabhavaja-sukhotsava-sphurita-jangama-sthavara
pralamba-damananuja-dhvanita-var$ika-kakali-
rasajna-mrga-mandala Saranam astu vindatavi
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In Vrndavana, (the sakhis (Subhatara) of Radhika, the daughter of Nanda’s
friend (Vrsabhanu) (vrajendra-sakha-nandini), manifest (sphurita) a
testival of joy (sukha utsava) for_the moving and non-moving living entities
(Janggma-sthavara) by her orders (adhikara-kriya-prabhavaja). Vrndavana
is replete with hosts of expert (rasika)animals (rasama—% -fnandala) who

are attracted to the sounds of the flute (dhvanita{{amsikaykakali) of Krsna,
the younger brother of Balarama, Pralamba’s enemy (pr /a_lgmba-damana

fuuid). May that Vrndavana forest (vindatavi) be my shelter (me $aranam

astu).
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amanda-mudirarbudabhyadhika-madhuri-medura-
vrajendra-suta-viksanonnatita-nilakanthotkara
dine$a-suhrd-atmajakrta-nijabhimanollasal-
lata-khaga-mrgangana Saranam astu vrndatavi

Here in Vrndavana, lon se@é (Vlksana) the beautiful complexion (abhyadhika-

madhurl), like a thick dark cloud (amanda-mudlra ar_l_)_u_d_a medura), of Nanda’s son
(vrajendra-suta), the peacocks shout and dance in ecstatic joy (-nilakantha). The many
creepers, birds, and animals (latd-khaga-mrgangana) all joyously and resoundingly
proclaim the pride (unnatita utkara) of Radha, the daughter of the sun-worshiper
Vrsabhanu (dmesa-suhl_'d-atma_]a) Her pride is, “This s forest is mine (krta-nija
abhimana)!” May that Vrndavana forest (Vl_'ndétavi) be my shelter (me Saranam astu).
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aganya—guna-nagarl-gana-garlStha-gandharV1 ka-
manoja-rana-caturl-piSuna-kunja-punjojjvala
jagat-traya-kala-guror lahta-lasya-valgat-pacha-
prayoga-vidhi-saksini $aranam astu vrndatavl
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The@@ (ujjvala punja) of the Vrndavana forest (piSuna-kunja) testily to
the love-battle xpertise (manga—rana-caturl) of St Radhika (gandharvika), who is the

host of unlimited excellent qualities ( éuna—nagarlgganaﬁgarlm This
Vrndavana forest is witness (saksini) to the beautitu ng ol the [otus feet (lahta—
lasyavalgat-pada-prayo ga-Vldhl) of Sr1 Krsna, the [ord of all the creative arts in n _the

three worlds (]agat-traya-kala-guror) May that Vrndavana forest (vindatavi) be my
shelter (me Saranam astu).
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varistha-haridasata-pada-samrddha-govardhana
madhudvaha-vadhu-camatkrti-nivasa-rasa-sthala

agiidha-gahana-Sriyo madhurima-vrajenojjvala
vrajasya sahajena me Saranam astu vindatavi

Sr1 Govardhana (govardhana), who is awarded (samrddha) the fortune of
being the best servant of Sri Hari (varistha-haridasata-{padg), resides in the
Vrndavana forest. This Torest is the setting of the rasa-sthala (nivasa-rasa-
sthala), whose narration amazed even Krsnas wedded wives (madhu
udvaha-vadhii-camatkrti). Vrndavana is illuminated (vrajasya ujjvala) by
the beauty (madhurima) of the various forests (agiidha-gahana-Srivo) of
Vraja-mandala (vrajena) surrounding it (Sa_lﬁ_ena). May that Vrndavana
forest (vindatavi) be my shelter (ime Saranam astu).
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9
idam nikhila-niskutavali-varistha-vrndatavi-
gulna-smarana-kari ya __pathatl su,_s_t_hu padyastakam
vasan vyasana-mukta-dhira-niSam atra sad-vasanah
~ sa plta-vasane va$l ratim avapya vikridati

These eight verses (padyastakam) are a meditation (smarana-kari) on the
excellent qllahtles (nikhila-niskutavali-varistha) of Vrndavana (vrndatavi-
guna), the_giver of all joy. One who (yah) is free from vices (vyasana-mukta
sad-vasanal)), is self-controlled (dhirah-niSam), resides in Vrndavana (atra
vasan), and recites these prayers in a proper mood (susthu pathati), will
attain love (ratinT avapya) that can conquer (vasi) Krsna, the wearer of
yellow cloth (sah pita-vasane), and will_engage in sporting pastimes with

him (viketdat).




Manah-Siksa-da: Giving instructing

to the mind




Verse-12 Bhajana Darpana

These verses of Manal-S; I in
devotees who desire to pursue the spiritual bhajana path.

S€E



Varam: Super-excellent
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These verses of Manah-$iksa are derived from the confidential
instructions of St Svaripa Damodara Gosvami and Sri Riipa
Gosvami by the grace of Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu.




Madhuraya-gira-uccail: Singing
loudly in a sweet, melodious voice
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One should loudly and clearly sing these verses of Manah-Siksa

with _pertect meter, either together with others or alone, in a sweet
voice overtlowing with§oving feeling.)




Samadhigata: Thoroughly
understanding each and all _

meanings
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One should recite each of the eleven Slokas of Manah-Siksa with a clear
understanding of the deeper confidential meanings.

yesam saraga-bhajane vraja-raja-sunoh
Sri-rupa-Siksita-matanugamanuragah
yatnena te bhajana-darpana-nama-bhasyari
siksada-Sloka-sahitam prapathantu bhaktya

Those who have deep attachment (yesam anuragah) for f{following
(anugama) in_the footsteps of the path ol opinions taught by Srila Ripa
Gosvami (Sri-rupa-Siksita-mata) regarding the spontaneous loving bhajana
(saraga-bhajane) of the son of Nanda (vraja-raja-sunoh) should. with great
effort and devotion (yatnena bhaktya), read carefully (prapathantu) this
instructive  Bhajana-darpana  commentary  (bhajana-darpana-nama-
bhasyam) filled with many instructive verses (@ikséd&_ﬁiloka-sahita ).




