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Bhajana Darpana

by

srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

ratia gaure-léle api tapati saundarya-kiragaii
cacé-lakimé-satyal paribhavati saubhagya-valanaiu
vagé-karaic candravalé-mukha-navéna-vraja-satél
khipaty arad ya taa hari-dayita-radhaa bhaja manaui

O mind, offer your worship unto 5ri Radhika, the beloved of Lord Hari
She outshines Rati, Gaurl, and L1la by the effulgence of her beauty

She defeats Saci, Laksmi, and Satya by the waves of her good fortune

She defeats the pride of the newly married gopis of Vraja, headed by
Candravali, through her power to control Krsna




Srimati Radharanr's special, extraordinary qualities
Radha's twenty-five main qualities in Sri-radha-prakarana in the Ujjvala-nilamanih
(4.11-15):

Srimati Radharanrs twenty-five chief transcendental qualities are
{athavandavanegvaryal kértyante pravard guéai):

.....

4 5he smiles brightly. (ujjvala-smita)

5 She has beautiful, auspicious lines. (cdru-saubhagya-rekhadhya)

6 5he makes Krsna happy with her bodily aroma. (gandha unmadita-madhava)
7 She is very expert in singing. (saigéta-prasara abhijia)

8 Her speech is charming. (ramya-vak)

9 She is very expert in joking and speaking pleasantly. (narma-paéaitd)

10 She is very humble and meek. (vinétd)

11 5he is always full of mercy. (karuéa-plrea)

12 S5he is cunning. (vidagdha)

13 5he is expert in executing her duties. (padava anvita)

14 She is shy. (lajja-c€l&)

15 5he is always respectful. (su-maryada)

16 5he is always calm. (dhairya)

17 She is always grave. (gambhérya-caling)

18 5he is expert in enjoying life. (su-vilasa)

19 She is situated at the topmost level of ecstatic love. (mahdbhéva-paramotkarfia-
tarfilég)

20 3he is the reservoir of loving affairs in Gokula. (gokula-prema-vasatir)

21 She is the most famous of submissive devotees. (jagac-greéé-lasad-yacai)
22 She is very affectionate to elderly people. (gurv-arpita-guru-sneha)

23 She is very submissive to the love of her friends. (sakhé-praéayitd-vacad)
24 She is the chief gopi. (kanéa-priydvalé-mukhyi)

25 She always keeps Krsna under her control. (santata acrava-kecava)




Srimati Radharants glory in the Ujjvala-nilamanih (4.3-6):

Of these two gopis [Radharani and Candravali], $rimati Radharaniis
superior in all respects.

She is the embodiment of maha-bhava, and she surpasses all in good
qualities.

(CC. Adi-lila 4.70)

Srimati Radharani is called Gandharva in the Gopala-uttara-tapani
Upanisat.

In the Rk-parisista she is called Radha

Described as being always with Madhava.

Therefore, her glories are explained in the Padma-purana (padme)
{Devarsi Narada)

Just as Radha is dear to Lord Krsna, so her bathing place [Radha-kunda]
is dear to him

She alone is his most beloved of all the gopis.

(cc Adi-ITla 4.215)

The great potency named hladini is the topmost among all potencies of
the Lord.

Her essential personified form is renowned by the name Radhika.

This is established very well in the tantras.

(Sanat-kumara-samhita 298)




Srila Rii pa Goswvami vividly glorifies Srimati Radharaniin the Catupuspanjalih in the Stava-mala as follows:
1

Fair as fresh gorocana (a bright yellow color) (nava-gorocana-gaurin)
Have garments as splendid as a blue lotus (pravara indrivara ambaram]).
Braids decorated with jewels and flowers (mani-stavaka-vidyotil,
Appear like serpent’s hood (vyala angana-phanam).

2

Face defeats any object of comparison {upamana-ghatamanal.

Forehead decorated with an elegant musk tilaka which defies the beauty of the new moon
[kasturi-tilaka-sriyam) (nava indu-nindi).

3

Eyebrows conguer the beauty of the love god's bow.

Have dark bluish curly locks of hair {lolanila alakavalim),

Eyes decorated with kajala. appearing as two splendid cakori birds
(kajjala ujjvalatd) (cdru cakori).

4

Tip of the nose resembles a sesame flower (tila-puspabhanisagra)

Mose is decorated with a splendid pearl ring [virdjad-varamaulikam].
Lips defeat the beauty of the flowers that redden at noon (bandhikam],
Teeth are like a row of jasmines (kundali-bandhura).

5

Earrings which resemble a golden whorl of a lotus (svarna-rajiva-karnika-krta),
Chin is decorated with a dot of musk (kastiri-binducibukam},

Wear a shining gem studded necklace (ratna-graiveyakal.

G
Lotus-stem-like arms are decorated with shining armlets (divyangada parisvanga)
with tinkling bracelets made out of jewels and blue-sapphires

7
Attractive fingers that shine with gem-studded rings (ratna anguriyakal.
Beautiful breasts have an attractive necklace {manchara-maha-haral

g

The necklace on heart is made of small-dark beads, appearing like a
scaly dark serpent (romali-bhujagi abha)

Stomach has three folds of skin appearing as if they are three
tender vines (vali-trayi-lata)

9
Bread hips are decorated with a belt composed of golden beads (mani-sarasana-adhara-visphara).
Beautiful thighs defeat the pride of golden plantain trees (hemarambha).

10

Knees defeat the beauty of a topaz studded chest of jewels (pita-ratna-samudrakam).
The autumn lotus flowers worship Her feet (nirajya padam),

Tinkling anklets {(manjira-viranat).

1
The splendor of your toenails defeats the beauty of millions of full moons (rEkendu-koti-saundarya).
Your body is always agitated by the eight ecstatic symiptoms (ast3bhih samvikair bhavair).

12

When you cast a sidelong glance at Mukunda, the waves of amorous
desire toss (anangs drmi-tarangitdm)

Yiou enjoy various pastimes with Krsna [tvam arabdha-sriyanandarl.

13
Heart owerflows with the sweetness of maha-bhava (mahi-bhava-madhuri-vihvala).
Actions you exhibit the characteristics of 21l kinds of heroines (aseza-ndyikd avastha).

14
Lotus feet are eguipped with all varieties of sweetness [sarva-madhurya-vinjeli-nirmal,
The goddess of fortune, seeks the beauty of your toenails (sphurad-anghri-nakhancale).

15

The flowwer worn in the parted hair of the moon-faced girls of Gokula (gokula-indu-mukhi-
wrndal.

Budding smile is the life of Lalitd and your other friends (lalitadi-sakhi-nitha).

16

A drop of the sweetness of restless sidelong glance maddens Lord Madhava
[unmadita-madhave).

Yo are the moonlight of bliss for the white lotuses of your father Vrsabhanu's fame
(tdrz-pdda-yasan-smomal

17
The lake of heart is filled with a imitless floed of mercy (apara-karuna-pdra).

18
The sweetly speaking prince of Vraja beg (prarthyamana) for the mercy of your restless sidelong
glance [capddnga)

13
When will | fan you as you begin to perspire a little at the dme when SF1 Madhava
artistically and carefully decorates you with madhavi flowers

20
0 beautiful one. when will you order this person to fix your curly
locks of hair now disarrayed due to your amorous pastimes?

21
Lips are like bimba fruics when will the prince of Vraja snatch away
and enjoy the betel nuts as | place them in your lotus mouth?

22
0 jewel in the parted hair of the gopl lovers of the prince of Vraja, kindly
be pleased with me and keep me on the path of your intimate friends

23
0 queen of Vrndavana, at every moment | beg anly for your kindness, by which thiz parson may be able to offer
proper prayers to Lord Krsna,

24
May whoever reads this prayer to the gueen of Vrndavana, which bears the name Catu-puspanjalif, become the
ohject of her mercy




