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Qualification for Kämänuga-Bhakti

çré-mürter mädhuréà prekñya tat-tal-léläà niçamya vä |
tad-bhäväkäëkñiëo ye syus teñu sädhanatänayoù |
puräëe çruyate pädme puàsam api bhaved iyam

Those who develop longing for the bhäva of the gopés
(tad-bhäva äkäëkñiëo ye) after seeing the sweetness in the
deity of Kåñëa and the gopés (çré-mürter mädhuréà
prekñya), or after hearing about His pastimes with the
gopés (tat-tal-léläà niçamya vä), are qualified for sädhana
of either of these types of kämänuga-bhakti (teñu
sädhanatänayoù syuh). In the Padma Puräëa, it is said
(pädme puräëe çruyate) that even men can attain this
bhakti (puàsam api iyam bhaved). (BRS)



Qualification for Kämänuga-Bhakti

• Devotees should see the particular sweetness of
pastimes through the deity forms of Kåñëa and
His consorts (gopés), or hear about the sweetness
of their love and pastimes.

• Previously only hearing (and remembering, after
hearing) was mentioned.

• The intention is to show that, in the act of
seeing, the assistance of hearing is also
necessary.



Qualification for Kämänuga-Bhakti

• Without hearing, there will be no manifestation
of their basic forms and pastimes.

• Hearing about Kåñëa and the gopés, even without
seeing, is also effective.

• These persons develop longing for the bhäva of
the gopés, and thus become qualified (sädhanatä)
for these two types of sädhana (anayoù).
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Even Males can aspire for the Mood of the Gopis

purä maharñayaù sarve daëòakäraëya-väsinaù |
dåñövä rämaà harià tatra bhoktum aicchan suvigraham

te sarve strétvam äpannäù samudbhütäç ca gokule |
harià sampräpya kämena tato muktä bhavärëavät

Previously (purä), all the sages living in Daëòakäraëya forest
(sarve daëòakäraëya-väsinaù maharñayaù), who after seeing
Lord Räma (dåñövä rämaà harià tatra), desired enjoyment
with His form (bhoktum aicchan suvigraham), attained forms
of women (te sarve strétvam äpannäù) and appeared in
Gokula (samudbhütäç ca gokule). Attaining the Lord by that
käma (harià sampräpya kämena), they became liberated from
the ocean of the material world (tato muktä bhavärëavät).
(BRS)



Even Males can aspire for the Mood of the Gopis

• The sages refer to all those sages who had desires
following the gopés of Kåñëa in Gokula.

• Seeing Räma, they desired to enjoy with Him,
when He would appear in the future, in the
beautiful form of Kåñëa.

• They thus asked for this boon in their minds.



Even Males can aspire for the Mood of the Gopis

• Kåñëa’s future appearance was well known to the
learned from the scriptures.

• After obtaining a silent boon from Räma, who
acts as a desire tree, they attained bodies of
women in the wombs of gopés in a different
region.



Even Males can aspire for the Mood of the Gopis

• They were then born from these gopés, who then
moved to Nanda Gokula, famous everywhere as
Gokula.

• Due to their käma alone, they attained the Lord
in the form of attractive Kåñëa, and later,
attained liberation from the material ocean.



Even Males can aspire for the Mood of the Gopis

• Those gopés became freed from the material
ocean.

• That means that they became free from the
material portions of their bodies.

• At the time of the räsa dance when they were
locked in their houses, they burned up the
material portion of their bodies by the separation
from Kåñëa caused by their being locked up.



Even Males can aspire for the Mood of the Gopis

• These gopés (sädhana-siddhas) are indicated in the
following verse.

antar-gåha-gatäù käçcid
gopyo ’labdha-vinirgamäù
kåñëaà tad-bhävanä-yuktä

dadhyur mélita-locanäù

Some of the gopés, however (käçcid gopyah), could not
manage to get out of their houses (alabdha-vinirgamäù),
and instead they remained at home (antar-gåha-gatäù)
with eyes closed (mélita-locanäù), meditating upon Him
(kåñëaà dadhyuh) in pure love (tad-bhävanä-yuktä). SB
10.29.9



Even Males can aspire for the Mood of the Gopis

• These gopés, meditating in separation, became
completely purified and attained full spiritual
bodies.

• With these bodies, they attained Kåñëa’s
association in the rasa-lélä.
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What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires Conjugal 
Relationship?

riraàsäà suñöhu kurvan
yo vidhi-märgeëa sevate |

kevalenaiva sa tadä
mahiñétvam iyät pure

A person who serves on the path of vaidhi-bhakti (yah
vidhi-märgeëa sevate) with a desire for a conjugal
relationship with the Lord (riraàsäà) and a high position
(suñöhu kurvan), but without desire for the gopis’ type of
love (kevalenaiva), after some time (sah tadä) becomes a
queen in Dvärakä (mahiñétvam iyät pure). (BRS)



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• Even though a person develops a strong desire
for a conjugal relationship with Kåñëa, if that
person thinks that giving up all the rules in the
scripture is improper, and unfavorable for
nourishing his sentiments, then he attains the
position of being an associate of the queens in
Dvärakä.



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• This person serves according to the path of
vaidhi, with the desire for an amorous relation
(riraàsäm) with Kåñëa, but not with the quality
of the gopés’ love.

• The word suñöhu (excellent) indicates that the
desire is tinged with the bhäva like that of a
queen of Dvärakä, rather than with the conjugal
bhäva of a maidservant.



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• Serving according to vaidhi-bhakti, though using
mantras for meditating on the love of the gopés,
and of course, using mantras and procedures for
meditating on the love of the queens of Dvärakä,
they will achieve the bhäva of the queens rather
than the gopés’.

• Kevalena means they execute this service
without having desires for a relationship in
Vraja.



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• He completely follows the rules of vaidhi-
bhakti—without rejecting any portions, such as,
meditation on Dvärakä and worship of the
queens, as being unfavorable for his bhäva.



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• Thus, when they perform service in vaidhi-
bhakti, desiring a conjugal relationship like the
queens (suñöhu), but without the desire for a
relationship like that of the gopés (kevalena),
they attain the status of a follower of the queens
in Dvärakä.

• This is because of the great respect they have for
the queens of Dvärakä in the ävaraëa püja
(secondary worship after worshipping Kåñëa)
using the ten syllable mantra.



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• They attain this status some time in the future,
after some delay (tadä), but not as quickly as in
rägänuga-bhakti.
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Destination of a Vaidhi Sadhaka who worships 
Vrndavana Krsna in Conjugal Love?

• Those who have a desire to taste the sweetness of
Rädhä and Kåñëa in Våndävana, but worship
according to vaidhi-bhakti, using nyäsas and
mudräs, do not attain Kåñëa in Dvärakä with
Rukmiëé, because they do not have that
aspiration.

• Nor can they attain Rädhä and Kåñëa in
Våndävana, because they lack the worship on the
path of räga.



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• Therefore, since they have a predominance of
awareness of Kåñëa as the Lord (äiçvarya-jïäna)
in worship according to the path of rules (vidhi),
they attain Rädhä and Kåñëa in a portion of
Våndävana called Goloka, in correspondence to
that worship.

• It is understood that they do not attain the
Våndävana of pure sweetness.



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• Çré Rüpa Gosvämé has praised this Goloka as a
portion of Våndävana in Stava-mälä:

• After thoroughly showing Vaikuëöha to His
friends and relatives, with ease He brought them
back to Våndävana, since that place did not have
pleasant inhabitants or a Våndävana. May that
Mukunda protect you! (Stava-mälä)



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• The word vaikuëöha in this verse means Kåñëa-
vaikuëöha-goloka, the place where Kåñëa resides
with majesty.

• In the Tenth Canto it is described how Kåñëa
took all the cowherd men to Goloka, a
Vaikuëöha (place of majesty) belonging to Kåñëa,
in order to illustrate the special sweetness of
Våndävana to them.



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

iti saïcintya bhagavän
mahä-käruëiko hariù

darçayäm äsa lokaà svaà
gopänäà tamasaù param

Thus, deeply considering the situation, the all-
merciful Supreme Personality of Godhead Hari
revealed to the cowherd men His own abode,
which is beyond material darkness. (SB 10.28.14)



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

te tu brahma-hradam nétä
magnäù kåñëena coddhåtäù
dadåçur brahmaëo lokaà
yaträkrüro ’dhyagät purä

The cowherd men were brought by Lord Kåñëa to
the Brahma-hrada — where Akrura had gone prior
to the Bhägavatam narration — and were
submerged in the water, and then lifted up. The
cowherd men then saw the abode of the Lord. (SB
10.28.16)



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

nandädayas tu taà dåñövä
paramänanda-nivåtäù

kåñëaà ca tatra cchandobhiù
stüyamänaà su-vismitäù

Nanda Mahäräja and the other cowherd men felt
the greatest happiness when they saw that
transcendental abode. They were especially amazed
to see Kåñëa Himself there, surrounded by the
personified Vedas, who were offering Him prayers.
(SB 10.28.17)



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• Brahmano lokam (planet of brahman) described
in SB 10.28.16 is Goloka, the planet of Kåñëa,
who is the Supreme Brahman in human form.

• It is not the Vaikuëöha planet with Lakñmé.

• The Bhägavatam verse 10.28.14 says that Kåñëa
showed them svam lokam, His own planet.



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• Kåñëa does not have a planet of Vaikuëöha with
Lakñmé.

• Verse 10.28.17 describes Kåñëa being praised by
the Vedas.



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• It is impossible that there would be pastimes of
Kåñëa in Lakñmé’s Vaikuëöha.

• Thus, brahmano lokam refers to a planet of
Kåñëa (not Viñëu) called Goloka (with majesty).



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• This is explained in Vaiñëava-toñaëé, and in
Laghu-bhägavatämåta 1.5.498 with the words
yat tu goloka-näma syät tac ca gokula-
vaibhavam: what is called Goloka is Gokula
with a majestic aspect (aiçvarya-goloka).

• Also in that book, it is said tad-ätma-
vaibhavatvaà ca tasya tan-mahimonnateù:
Gokula’s form of majesty (Goloka) arises from
showing greater powers. (1.5.502)



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• Though it is a divergence from the topic, the
meaning is this.

• What is called Goloka (yad-goloka-näma) is but
the majesty of Gokula (gokula-vaibhavam).

• Gokula is known for its supreme sweetness.



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• Goloka is a portion of Gokula which displays
majesty.

• Thus, tad-ätma-vaibhavatvam means “Gokula’s
majestic aspect.”



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• Goloka is but the majestic aspect of Gokula
because Gokula displays a superior position
(tan-mahimonnateù).

• In the Pätäla-khaëòa of Padma Puräëa it is said:



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

aho madhupuré dhanyä
vaikuëöhäd api garéyasé |

dinam ekaà niväsena
harau bhaktiù prajäyate

Auspicious Gokula (madhupuré) is superior to
Goloka (vaikuëöhät). By staying there, for only one
day, devotion to the Lord arises.



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• Laghu-bhägavatämåta explains that Mathurä has
two parts: Gokula and the city of Mathurä.

• Gokula has a majestic part called Goloka.

• Thus, Madhupuré refers to Gokula as well as the
city of Mathurä.



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• The word vaikuëöhäd, in this verse, means
“more than majestic Goloka,” (rather than “more
than Vaikuëöha”) because it is quoted by Rüpa
Gosvämé in Laghu-bhägavatämåta to illustrate
the greater position of Gokula in comparison to
Goloka.



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires Conjugal 
Relationship?

agni-puträ mahätmänas
tapasä strétvam äpire |

bhartäraà ca jagad-yonià
väsudevam ajaà vibhum

The saintly sons of Agni (agni-puträ mahätmänah)
attained bodies of women (strétvam äpire) by the path of
vaidhi-bhakti (tapasä), and attained as their husband (not
lover) (bhartäraà), the unborn, powerful Väsudeva
(väsudevam ajaà vibhum), source of the universe (jagad-
yonià). (Mahä-kurma Puräëa)



What about a Vaidhi-Sadhaka who desires 
Conjugal Relationship?

• Tapasä means by vaidhi-bhakti.

• A different type of desire from that of the
rägänuga-bhaktas is also indicated by
mentioning vaidhi-bhakti.

• The word bhartäram (husband) confirms that
such persons attained a status like the queens of
Dvärakä, as mentioned previously.


