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Is Vraja Bhakti { ?

What about someone whose

eternal form is in Vaikuntha?




Is Vraja Bhakti for Everyone?

* Is Vraja-bhakti is for everyone?

* What about someone whose eternal relationship
is with one of Krsna’s expansions?

 Doesn’t Krsna consciousness revive that service
attitude with the Lord and nothing more?
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Is Vraja Bhakti for Everyone?

* The followers of Caitanya Mahaprabhu who
understand and have faith in the pre-eminence ot
vraja-bhakti may be servants of the Narayana
form of the Lord, but the grace of Lord Gauranga
awards them the devotion, residence, and form
ol Vraja-vasis.

* Sri_Caitanya Mahaprabhu explains this while
speaking to an assembly of devotees. including
Advaita Acarya and Srivasa Thakura:




Is Vraja Bhakti for Everyone?

* “So be it. I will go to Vrndavana and there 1 will
accept you as My associates, and with My sweet
pastimes [ will fill your hearts with bliss.

* To you who have faith in Vrndavana I will give
splendid spiritual forms like My own.

* That is what I will do for you.




Is Vraja Bhakti for Everyone?

* Those of you whose hearts are bound to Me in
this form of Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu, even it

your rasas are {ri hip or servitude to Sri

Radha-Madhava or Lord Dvarakadisa, or_if your
ragsas_are friendship or servitude to any of My
other incarnations, I will make you into My
eternally liberated associates in _ Goloka
Vrndavana.” [Sri Caitanya-candrodaya-nataka
10.280-81]




Is Vraja Bhakti for Everyone?

 The conclusion drawn trom this and other such

statements by the Gaudiya Vaisnava acaryas is

that the Krsna consciousness movement provides
for its followers a place in Goloka Vrndavana.

-

* Whatever their constitutional position, devotees
are promoted to the topmost abode to relish the
topmost mellows of love.




Is Vraja Bhakti for Everyone?

* This is the essence of Lord Caitanya’s mission: to
give love specifically for Krsna (Krsna-prema
pl;adélya te). [Sri Caitanya-caritémrt_a,— MaaTl_y_é-
Iila 19.53]

* Of course, if devotees have no knowledge of or
faith in vraja-bhakti, if their firm devotion is
reposed in a Vaikuntha form of Lord Krsna, then
their destination will accord with their desires.




Is Vraja Bhakti for Everyone?

* Lord Caitanya implies this in _the above quote,
which states that He awards devotees vraja-
bhakti on the condition that they have faith in
Vrndavana.

* If, despite ISKCON’s directing its members to
Krsna and Vrndavana., some devotees remain
firmly attached to another destination, then

surely Lord Caitanya will fulfil their desire in

that regard. However this would be the exception

rather than the rule. _




But, How can one’s

eternal identity change?



But, How can one’s eternal identity change?

* Another frequently asked question: How can
one’s eternal identity change?

 In addition to the prime consideration that
anything and everything is possible by Lord
Caitanya’s inconceivable grace, the
transcendental desires of devotees to serve in a
particular relationship, or more than one
relationship, are also considerations.

~




But, How can one’s eternal identity change?

* The Lord may promote devotees to exclusive
service in Vraja or to serve simultaneously in
multiple destinations, including Vraja.

* In this way they attain other identities while
retaining  their  original ones.  [Brhad-

bhagavatamrta 2.5.52—5 and 2.6.202—206]




But, How can one’s eternal identity change?

 Lord Visnu's eternal carrier, Garuda, for
example, is also _an eternal associate of Lord
Caitanya called Garuda Pandita [Gaura-
ganoddesa-dipika 117] and is present in Vraja as
Sridama.

Sipaibarto ] lncting G Riverthat flows
from the Causal Qcean throughout the universe
is also present in Goloka as the gopi named Vara-

prema-mafjari~_ [See prayer by Abhirama
Thakura in Our Mercitul Mother Ganga.]




But, How can one’s eternal identity change?

* And of course Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
states that Lord _Caitanya’s followers may acquire

efernal forms in_ Vraja as Vraja-vasis and in

SvetadVHaa as sadhakas. [Slj Brahma-samhita 5.5,
purport]

* There is also another way in which the Lord’s
associates have multiple identities, and that is jn
their services in Vrndavana.




But, How can one’s eternal identity change?

 For instance Lord-Baladeva serves Krsna in a
conjugal relationship as Srimati Radharanis
younger sister, Ananga-maijari, as well as in a
fraternal relationship as Krsna’s elder brother.
[Appreciating Sr1 Vrndavana Dhamal]

* These are but a few of the many variations Sastra

describes of perfected or eternally perfect

devotees serving the Tord in multiple mellows

and multiple forms.




But, How can one’s eternal identity change?

* The essence of the above is that Lord Caitanya
invites everyone to enter into the most treasured,
most elevated, and most perfect relationship with
Krsna.




Thank You Very Much!!!



The Royal Road Ahead:
Bhava and Prema Bhakti



Bhakti-Rasamrta-Sindhu

—




“Obsessed by a desire to benetit all the devotees of the
Lord, the esteemed author, Srila Ripa Gosvami,
compiled this remarkable work, the scripture called
Bhakti-Rasamrta-Sindhu, using the rasa presented in
Srimad-Bhagavatam, which appeared within the lotus bud

of his heart.”

Srila Jiva Goswami



Part-1

Revisiting Old Concepts



1) Detinition of Uttama
Bhakti
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anyabhilasita-stanyarm
jiana-karmady-anavrtam
anukiillyena krsnanu-
Silanam bhaktir uttama

The highest bhakti (bhaktir uttama) is defined as
continuous service or emotions (anusilanam) directed
towards Krsna, His expansion forms or others related to
Him (krsna), with a pleasing attitude towards Krsna
(anukulyena) . It should be devoid of desires other than
the desire to please the Lord (anyabhilasita-stnyar), and
unobstructed by impersonal jidna, the materialistic
rituals of karma or other untavorable acts

(jiana-karmady-anavrtam). (BRS)



1. Cesta rupa anusilanam
* Indicates continuous actions using mind, body

and words without any spiritual emotions
(Bhava)

* Generally reters to devotional service at the
sadhana bhakti stage



2. Bhava rupa anusilanam
* Indicates continuous actions using mind, body
and words with spiritual emotions

* Generally reters to devotional service in Bhava
and Prema bhakti stages



2) Detinition of Sadhana
Bhakti



Definition of Sadhana Bhakti
krti-sadhya bhavet sadhya-
bhava sa sadhanabhidha |
nitya-siddhasya bhavasya o

prakatyam hrdi sadhyata || ggk*—v&i g
okt

Action of the senses (krti-sadhya), which Qrod’\ces

the stage of bhava (sadhya-bhava bhavet), Q_r_a.t[ed
sidhana-bhakti (sa sadhanabhldha) This attained

state of bhava-bhakti ((dhyaj) is_an_eternal S‘[hﬁgﬂ
bhava which is not created (nitya-siddhasya

bhavasya), but simply manifests within the soul by

the spiritual energy of the Lord (hrdi prakatyam).



Part-2

What is Bhava
Bhakti?



What is Bhava Bhakti?

* When asakti achieves full maturity it is called rati or

bhava
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* Bhava is the preliminary stage of manifestation of the

three energies sac; cid and ananda, emanating from the
Lord Himsell. B

—

* It is called the blossoming flower on the creeper of
bhakti, whose outer luster is the quality of "sarvaih
surdurlabha™ <Tarity)—and—whoseihner Tuster is "moksa
laghu krti" ("taking moksa as insignificant"), just one
particle of which uproots ignorance completely.




What is Bhava Bhakti? _
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* Moreover, by the profuse release of its fragrgnces,
the flower of bhava is able to invite Madhug&dana

. —p / o

and make him appear there. ey

P

* In_short, scented by those fragrances, all the
emotions of the heart, like a cluster of sesame
seeds, liquity into a_perfumed oil, and become

immediately fit to be smeared on all the limbs of
the Lord.




What is Bhava Bhakti?

At the appearance of bhava, its receptacle the
body of even a candala becomes worthv ot the

respect that is due to Lord Brahma and other
devatas,




Part-3

Delinition of Bhava-
Bhakti



(suddha—sattva—wsesatma)@ —

prema—suryamsu—samza-bhak @
@ Z asrny
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ﬁ“ha art of bhakﬁ d bhava (asau)bhava

ucxéte) whose esslence 1s sammvit and hladini Sakti
(éuddha—sattv@ @sesim‘arg @mh is one ray of the

sun of prema which will soon rise in the heart

(prema—sur@@mya—bhgl@ and which softens
the heart (citta-masrnya-krd) with desires to meet,
serve, and exchange love with the Lord (rucibhih).

(BRS)




(D
Suddha-sattva-
viSesatma




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
suddha-sattva-visesatma

* Now, this verse describes bhava, also called rati,
which is the general form of the sthayi-bhava,
and the bud of the sthayi-bhava which continues
to_exist in the higher stages such as pranaya and
maha-bhava.
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* By using the phrase Suddha-sattva-visesatma, the
author indicates that, in the future, this bhava
will _transtorm into more elevated states,

culminating in maha-bhava.




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
suddha-sattva-visesatma
\cwi 1e8pC
* Here suddha-sattva refers to SaIIf;Vlt which is a
transformatlon of the Lord’s svarupa -Sakti.

* Samhvit —means—kmowledge—whose intrinsic
nature is that it is selt-revealing.

L

e Suddha-sattva, here. does not indicate the mode

of goodness, which is also called sattva, but
which belongs to material nature.




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
suddha-sattva-visesatma

e As well, the combination of suddha-sattva with

the word @, to tform the word suddha-sattva-

viSesa (excellent part of sud-dha-sattva), refers to

*

another transformation of the svartapa-sakti

called hlédini;

* This Sakti is described in the Visnu Purana:




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
suddha-sattva-visesatma

hladini sandhini samvit
tvayy eka sarva-sarhsraye |
hlada-tapa-kari misra
tvayi no guna-varjite ||

The hladini, sandhini and samvit saktis are one energy
(hladini sandhini samvit eka), which resides in You
(tvayy), the shelter of all things (szgv_gl-samg_@ye). The,
mixture of happiness and distress found in the
material world (hlada-tapa-kari misra) does not exist
in_You (na tvayi), who are beyond the gunas (guna-
varjite). Visnu Purana 1.12.69




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
suddha-sattva-visesatma

* Following from this statement, it should be

understood that this hladini is the greatest
energy of the Lord, and should be understood to
be the very essence of all the combined,
concentrated transformations of His svariapa-
Sakti.

 Furthermore, the power ot the combination of

hladini and samvit causes the most intense state
of desiring to please the Lord.




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
suddha-sattva-visesatma

e This intense desire resides within the Lord’s
eternal associates.

 Further, concentration ot this condensed hladini
will transtform bhava into the highest state of

maha-bhava called modana.




Gled I

asau bhava ucyate




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
asau bhava ucyate

* The word asau, in the text verse, indicates the
general form of bhakti, which is indicated as
continual service to Krsna with favorahle
intentions (anuktlyena krsnanusilanam).




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
asau bhava ucyate

* Even though the general form of bhakti was
indicated to have two forms (cesta and bhava),
in this verse, cesta-ripa-bhakti should not be
accepted as the meaning in this verse, since the

subject under discussion is bhava. -
} |
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* The Qgracteris@pf bhava will be described as
feelings (rather than action).
Ve, _odss




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti

asau bhava ucyate S
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vikaranam xjdh_gzakéh |
bhavavirbhava-janitas

PN . _
s Y= citta-vrttaya iritah ||
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Bhavas are def,ifn/ed as (bhava 1»1 a variety of

conditions of the mind (cittglyfttayah), prgduced
though a relation between a spfibject-and an object of
love _  (avirbhava-janitah), which produces
transformations (vikaranam v dhayakah) of the body
and senses (Sarira indriya-vargasya). BRS 2.4.251




Detinition of Bhava-Bhakti
asau bhava ucyate

 That general bhakti (asau), which was defined as

favorable service to the Lord, is called bhava when
referring to one particular portion of it called bhava-
rapa-bhakti.

* What is the essential nature of that bhava?

e

* Bhava has, as its svaripa or essence (atma), Krsna’s
svaripa-sakd, in the form of hladini and samvit
(Suddha-sattva-visesa).




Detinition of Bhava-Bhakti
asau bhava ucyate

* This svartipa is an eternal object, an eternal
manifestation (nitya-siddha), situated within the
eternal dear associates ol the Lord. B

BN

* The emotional and| igerceptuai)functions of the
jiva for perceiving the Tord are accomplished by

the eternal sarhvit and hladini saktis.

=




rucibhis$ citta-
masrnya-krd



Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
rucibhis citta-masrnya-krd
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* Furthermore, this bhava softens the heart (mind)
with its desires (ruc1bh1h) for meeting the Lord,

serving the Lord favorably, and attaining the
friendship of the Lord.

* This bhava is also the sprout, which will become
prema, and which will be described later.




prema-suryamsu-
samya-bhak



Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
prema-suryarnsu-samya-bhak

* By comparing prema to the sun, there is the
suggestion that, just as the sun will appear soon
after the light of dawn, prema will appear very
soon alter the appearance of bhava.

* As well, it is like a ray of the sun (prema-
siryamsu-samya-bhak); it is the first glow of the
sun of prema.




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
prema-suryarnsu-samya-bhak

* It will be explained later that prema is the
condensed form of bhava: bhavah sa eva
sandratma budhaih prema nigadyate (BRS 1.4.1)
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* This bhava, whose very form is the essence of the
hladini_function of the Lord, should also be
understood to be non-material, since it makes

the happiness of . iber&tion insignificant, brings
about the Lord’s appearance, and produces bliss.

£ ©




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
prema-suryamsu-samya-bhak

* Though this bhava is seen in the eternal
associates of the Lord, the_mental conditions of
the devotees within this world become 51m1lar,
by the mercy of the Lord and His devotees.

—

* By this mercy alone it shall appear.




