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The Royal Road Ahead:
Bhava and Prema Bhakti



Proof of Definition
ol Bhava Bhakti



Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
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The preliminary state of prema (premmas tu
prathama avastha) is called bhava (bhava ity
abhidhiyate). There are a few sattvika-bhavas (atra
sattvikah svalpa-matrah syur) such as tears in the
eyes and hairs standing on end (asru-
pulakadayah). (Tantra)




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
Proof of Definition of Bhava Bhakti

* This verse shows that bhava is the ray of prema
or the sprout of prema.




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
Proof of Definition of Bhava Bhakti

dhyayam dhyayar bhagavatah
padambuja-yugam tada |
1sad-vikriyamanatma
sardra-drstir abhud asau
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Continually meditating (dhyayarn dhyayam) on
the lotus feet of the Lord (bhagavatah padambuja-
yugam), Ambarisd (tada asau) developed (abhiid)
slight  transtormations  of  heart  (isad-
vikr lama@) and tears in his eyes (sardra-
drstir). (Padma Purana)




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
Proof of Definition of Bhava Bhakti

* An example of sattvika-bhavas appearing at this

stage, from the Padma Purana
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Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
Role of Samyvit and Hladini Saktis

avirbhitya mano-vrttau
vrajantl tat-svarapatam |

svayam-prakasa-rapapi
bhasamana prakasyavat ||

vastutah svayam asvada-
svarfipaiva ratis ty asau |
krsnadi-karmakasvada-
hetutvam pratipadyate ||
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Appearing in th¢ mgﬁ}zﬁ' functioné (mano-vrttau
avirbhitya), Dhava becomes the mental state itself
(vrajanti tat—svarﬁpatgm). Though bhava is selt-
revealing (svavarh-prakasa-ripapi), it_appears to
become manifest by the mind (bhasamana
prakasyavat). Though in its essential nature bhava

svaday

is__taste itself (vastutah svayam @
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(Svarupaiva), it also acts as a cause (hetutvam
_pratipadyate) of tasting the pastimes of Krsna, His
associates _and His pastimes (krsnadi-karmaka
asvada). (BRS) B




Detinition ot Bhava-Bhakti
Role of Samvit and Hladini Saktis e
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» Two verses now describe in more detail thatGap
or _bhava, which was just described, when it

appears in the Lord’s dear devotees in this world.
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 That (asau), which has the form of Suddha-
sattva-viSesa and has_pleasure as its essence, is
called rati, because, literally, the meaning of rati

is “pleasure.” LS Ne =T P16 4 @ -
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Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
Role of Samyvit and Hladini Saktis

* Though this rati is selt-revealing (not dependent
on_anyvthing else), since-it reveals Krsna and
everything else, it (by its mercy) manifests
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within the functioning of the mind of the Lord’s

dear devotees in this world, and then becomes
one with their minds—it becomes their minds
and their emotions (tat-svaripatam vrajanti).




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
Role of Samyvit and Hladini Saktis

* It appears (bhasamana) in the mind as if by the
actions of the mind (prakasyavat) (though it is
self-revealing, independent).
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* This is like Brahman, the Supreme Lord, who,
though seli-revealing and independent, makes
His appearance as it being born.
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Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
Role of Samyvit and Hladini Saktis

* By its own arrangement (svayam), bhava acts as

previous and later states—as both cayse and
J
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* Factually, bhava is taste or delight itselt, by its

portion which experiences the sweetness of
Krsna.
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o Still, bha)/ asau) by another portion becomes

the cause of tasting Krsna’s many forms and
activities.




Definition of Bhava-Bhakti
Role of Samyvit and Hladini Saktis

* Its samyvit (awareness) portion accomplishes this
etfectively.
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* However, by the hladini portion, rati, simply,
remains as a blisstul state—it is the experience ot

bliss (eftect).
gc.w’\’r ’
Bl(bhévé, one is able to p¢rceive Krsna. But, in

perceiving Krsna, one E}gge‘riences bha@, blisstul

love ol Krsna.
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Two types of Bhava Bhakti




Two types of Bhava Bhakti

* This stage of bhava is of two types: that arising
from raga bhakti, and that arising from vaidhi
bhakti.

* The /@ typﬂfﬂl)ahavaﬁlés)mg frory2 raggggga

bhakti, bem% oreater inlits strength and natural

feelmg, with'a predominance of the |feeling that
th¢ Lord is on an equal level and a distaste for
seding the Lord as the almighty master, is_very
thick or intense.




Two types of Bhava Bhakti

* The second type, arising from vaidhi bhakti, being
somewhat lesser in strength and natural feeling,
with a type ol possessiveness of the Lord mixed
with perception of the Lord as the almighty God,
is not so condensed.
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* These two types” of bhava are tasted in two

different ways in the two types of hearts possessed
of two types of spiritual desires in two types of

devotees.
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Ways in which
Bhava-Bhakti appears



Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears

sadhanabhinivesena
krsna-tad-bhaktayos tatha |
prasadenati-dhanyanam
bhavo dvedhabhijayate |
é_c}_)ias tu prayikas tatra
dvitiyo viralodayabh ||

sadhana (sadhana inivesena) or by the mercy of Krsna
or His devotee (tsna—tad-bhaktayoh praGadena). Iis
appearance by sadhana is normal (adyah tu
and its appearance by mercy is rare (dvitiyah udayah
viralah). (BRS)




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears

* In this verse. the cause of bhava arising in the
devotees of this world is discussed.

* Persons become very fortunatekati-dhanyé@t&)]

by prior association with great devotees. (
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Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
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S v janasya tarhy acyuta sat-samagamah J/\m
\,v'**:‘ sat-sangamo yarhi tadaiva sad-gatau bt
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When the material life of a wandering soul ’

léEramato ]anz@a G@) has ceased (Qigavargo bhaved).

O Acyuta (acyuta), he may attain the association of Your
devotees (tarhy) sat-samagamah). And, when he associates
with them (sat-sangamo yarhi), there awakens in him
devotion unto You (tadalva tvayi matih jayate), who are
the goal of the devotees (sad-gatau) and the Lord of all
causes and their etfects (paravarese). (SB 10.51.53)




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears

rahiiganaitat tapasa na yati
na cejyaya nirvapanad grhad va
na cchandasa naiva jalagni-suryair
vina mahat-pada-rajo-'bhisekam_
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Without bathing in the dust from the feet of great
devotees (vina mahat-pada-rajo-abhisekam), one canmot
realize the Lord (na etad vati) through concentration of
the mind (tapasa), performance of sacrifices (ijyaya),
distributing food (nirvapanad), building shelters for the
destitute (grhad va), studying the Vedas (cchandasa), or
performing austerities in the water, fire or the sun (jala-
agni-suryair). (SB 5.12.12)
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Ways in which Bhava-
Bhakti appears

1) Bhava arising from
sadhana



Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Bhava arising from sadhana

vaidhi-raganuga-marga-
bhedena parikirtitah |
dvividhah khalu bhavo 'tra

sadhanabhinivesajah ||

sadhanabhinivesas tu
tatra nispadayan rucim |

harav asaktim utpadya
ratimm samjanayaty asau ||




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Bhava arising from sadhana
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Bhava  arising from  sadhana  (sadhana
abhinivesajah bhavah) has two types (dvividhah):
arising from vaidhi-sidhana, and arising from
raganuga-sadhana (vaidhi-raganuga-marga-
bhedena parikirtitah). Absorption in sadhana
(nistha) (sadhana abhinivesah tu) produces ruci
(tatra rucim nispadayan), then asakti (harav
asaktim utpadya), and then rati or bhava for the
Lord (asau ratirh sarmjanayaty). (BRS)




Proof for Bhava-Bhakti_
arising from Vaidhi-
sadhana




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Proot for Bhava-Bhakti arising from Vaidhi-sadhana

tatranvaharh krsna-kathah pragayatam
anugrahenasrnavarn manoharah |
tah sraddhaya me nupadam visSrnvatah

priya-$ravasy anga mamabhava|

fO Vyasadeva (anga), in that association (tatra), and by the
mercy of those great Vedantists (@hugrahena), 1 could
\hear them (asrnavam) describe the activities of lord
Krsna (krsna-kathah pragayatam). These became very
attractive (ruci) (mg@noharah). Thus, listening attentively
(Gsakii) ) tah sraddhaya me anupadam Vlsrnvatah) rati
for the Pefsonality of Godhead appeared (mama abhavad
priya-Sravasy raiih). (SB 1.5.26)




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Proof for Bhava-Bhakti arising from Vaidhi-
sadhana

* The mercy, or anugraha, mentioned in this verse
means that the devotees gave their permission to

Narada to hear.

* This is the scriptural procedure.

* “You should also listen to these talks abqut
Krsna.”




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Proof for Bhava-Bhakti arising from Vaidhi-
sadhana

* Manoharah (attractive) indicates, “Causing the
appearance of ruci.”

* Sraddha, or faith, is not mentioned in the verse,
since it is always a necessary element.




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Proof for Bhava-Bhakti arising from Vaidhi-
sadhana

* Though one should mention that faith, as the
starting point of all stages, is the cause of rati,
the description is given in this way to show the
quick appearance of rati from absorption in the
stages arising after anartha-nivrtti.
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