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The Royal Road Ahead:
Bhava and Prema Bhakti



Proot for Bhava-Bhakti
arising from Raganuga-
sadhana



Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Proot for Bhava-Bhakti arising from Raganuga-
sadhana

ittham manorathar bala_
kurvati nrtya utsuka |

hari-pritya ca tarh sarvar
ratrim evatyavahayat ||

A young girl (bala), having great joy in the hears
(ittharh Ymamoratham) and being very enthusiastic to
dance (nrtya utsuka), spent the whole night dancing
(tarh sarvarh ratrim evatyavahayat) in order to please
the Lord (hari-pritya). (Padma Purana)




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Proot for Bhava-Bhakti arising from Raganuga-
sadhana

* The word manoratham (with joy in the heart)
indicates raganuga-sadhana.

* By the influence of the deity form, she developed

raga similar to that of Krsna’s dear associates.
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Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Bhava arising from the mercy of Krsna or His

devotee

-—

sadhanena vina yas tu

sahasaivabhijayate |
sa bhavah krsna-tad-bhakta-

prasadaja itiyate

That bhava (sa_bhavah) which appears suddenly
(sahasa eva abhijayate) without performance of
sadhana (sadhanena vina) is known as bhava
produced from the mercy of Krsna or His devotee

(kﬁa—tﬂbhﬁ-pr@af@{i igf_afe). (BRS)




Part-5

Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti
appears

2) Bhava arising from Mercy of

Krsna or His Devotee_

Bhava arising from 3 Types of
Mercy of the Lord




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Bhava arising from the mercy of Krsna or His
devotee

prasada vacikaloka-
dina-hﬁr_@_@_glalg hareh
TREE
This mercy é) arises from the words of the
Lord (hareh vacika), the presence of the Lord
(aloka-dana), or just appears in the heart (harda
adayo). (BRS)




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Bhava arising from the mercy of Krsna or His
devotee

* The mercy may be produced by—the—words
spoken by the Lord (vacika).

* Alternatively, the lord may bestow mercy,

producing bhava, by showing Himself to the
devotee (aloka-dana).

c—



Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Bhava arising from the mercy of Krsna or His
devotee

* On_the other hand, the mercy may simply

manifest in the devotee’s heart (harda).

* Mercy given by Vrndavana and other items are

included in the “mercy given by devotees.”




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Proof for Bhava arising from the mercy of Krsna or His
devotee (Verbal Mercy)

Vo liee blsfe\ed \ex o,
sarva-mangala-murdhanya.
purnananda-mayi sada |
dvijendra tava mayy astu
bhaktir avyabhicarini

O best of the brahmanas (dvijendra), may you have
undeviating bhakti (bhava) for Me (tava. may
avyabhicarini bhaktir astu). That bhakti is the crest jewel
ol all auspiciousness (sarva-mangala-mirdhanya) and full
of bliss eternally (purnananda-mayi sada). (Naradiya
Purana) -




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Proof for Bhava arising from the mercy of Krsna or His
devotee (showing Himself)
AR S blagovey \evoe
- adrsta-parvam alokya
krsnam jangala-vasinah |
viklidyad-antaratmano
drstirh nakrastum igire ||

When they saw Krsna (alokya krsnar), who appeared
like nothing they had seen betfore (adrsta-ptirvam), the
hearts of the residents of Jangala (jangala-vasinah
antaratmano) melted (viklidvad) and they could not take
their eyes away from His form (drstirth_nakrastum iSire).
(Skanda Purana)




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Prootf for Bhava arising from the mercy of Krsna
or His devotee (harda)

prasada antaro yah syat
sa harda iti kathyate

That mercy which arisesfrem—within (prasada
antaro yah syat) is called harda (sa harda iti

kathyate). (BRS)




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Proof for Bhava arising from the mercy of Krsna or His
devotee (harda)

mahabhagavato jatah

putras te badarayana |
vinopayair upeyabhud
visnu-bhaktir ihodita ||

O Badarayana (badarayana), You have given birth to a

great devotee (mahabhagavato jatah) as your son (putras
te). Without sadhana (vina upaE_u") which brings about
the goal (upeya abhad); bhakti to Visnu has appeared
within his heart (visnu-bhaktir iha udita). (Suka-sarmhita)




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Proot for Bhava arising from the mercy of Krsna
or His devotee (harda)

* Bhakti to Visnu, which is the goal (upeya), has
appeared with-out sadhana (upayaih).

* The conclusion is that he attained bhava only by

the mercy of the Lord, since there is no evidenee
of performance of any sadhana, or of obtaining
the mercy of devotees.

P




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Proot for Bhava arising from the mercy of Krsna
or His devotee (harda)

* This mercy must have appeared through the
heart, because he developed bhakti in the form

of remembering the Lord while still in the womb.




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Proot for Bhava arising from the mercy of Krsna
or His devotee (harda)

* While in the womb, he did not see the Lord or
receive words of blessing from the Lord.

* Thus, mercy manifesting in the heart could have
been the only way.

* The Brahma-vaivarta Purana gives the details.
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Bhava arising from Mercy of the
Devotee



Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Proof for Bhava arising from the mercy of His
devotee

gunair alam asankhyeyair
mahatmyam tasya stcyate |

vasudeve bhagavati

yasya naisargiki ratih ||

]

Who can list the innumerable qualities of Prahlada
Maharaja (gunaih alam _asankhyevair) ! It is
accurately said (su ucyate) that his greatness (tasya

mahatmyam) was his mnatural attraction__(vasya
QaisargikDfatih)) for Vasudeva (vasudeve bhagavati).

e —

(SB 7.4.36)




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Proof for Bhava arising from the mercy of His
devotee

naradasya prasadena-
prahlade subha-vasana |

nisargah saiva tenatra

ratir naisargiki mata ||

Favor or nisarga was granted to Prahlada (prahlade
nisargah) by Narada (naradasya prasadena) and this

——

created devotional impressions ({ena)atra subha-

vasana), Thus his rati is called naisargiki (through
mercy) (sg eva naisargiki ratir mata). (BRS)




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears
Proof for Bhava arising from the mercy of His
devotee

aho dhanyo ’si devarse

krpaya yasya tat-ksanat |

nico ’py utpulako lebhe

lubdhako ratim acyute ||

Q_Narada, you are noble (aho dhanyah asi devarse).
By your mercy (yasya krpaya) the hunter
(Tubdhakah), though low in mnature (nigah apy),
immediately (tat-ksanat) developed goose bumps
(utpulakah) and attained rati for Lord Acyuta (lebhe
ratim acyute). (Skanda Purana)




Ways in which Bhava-Bhakti appears

bhaktanam bhedatah seyarm
ratih panca-vidha mata |
‘agre vivicya vaktavya
tena natra prapancyate ||

According to the different types of devotees (with

five ditterent sthayi-bhavas) (bhaktﬁné_m
bhedatah), there are five different types of rati
(seyam ratih panca-vidha mata). These will be
considered and ~explained later (agre vivicya
vaktavya), and thus will not be discussed here
(tena natra oravancvate). (BRS)
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Reliable Qualities of a person who has developed
Bhava-Bhakti

ksantir avyartha-kalatvam

~

viraktir mana-Sunyata |

asa-bandhah samutkantha

nama-gane sada rucih l

asaktis tad-gunakhyane
pritis tad-vasati-sthale
ity adayo 'nubhavah syur

jata-bhavankure jane ||

——




Reliable Qualities of a person who has developed
Bhava-Bhakti

The anubhavas or characteristics (zlnubhz'wah) ol a
person who has developed the bud of bhava (jata-
bhavankure jane) are as follows (ity adayo syuh):
tolerance, not wasting time®(&Santi) avyartha-
kéld{%ﬁ_@_), detachuent from enjoyment, pridelessness
(virakr mana-stnyata), confidence in th%) Lord’s
mercy, - longing for the Lord (asa-bandhah
samutkantha), taste for chanting the name of the Lord

(nama-gane sada~rucih), attachment to discussing
about the Lord’s qualities (asaktis tad-gunakhvane),

and attachmeng to living in the abode of the Lord
(pritis tad-vasati-sthale). (BRS)




Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti
(ksantih)

ksobha-hetav api prapte
ksantir aksubhitatmata ||

i

Tolerance means @) “being undisturbed

(aksubhitatmata), even when there is cause for
disturbance. (ksobha-hetav prapte api)” (BRS)




Proof of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti (ksantih)

tarh mopayatam pratiyantu vipra
ganga ca devi dhyta-cittam 1Se |

dvijopasrstah kuhakas taksako va

dasatv alam gayata visnu-gathah ||

O brahmanas (vipra), just accept me (mam pratiyantu) as a
completely surrendered soul (upayatarmn), and let mother
Ganges, the representative of the Lord, also accept me in that
way (ganga ca devi), for I have already taken the lotus feet of
the Lord into my heart (dhrta-cittam iSe). Let the snake-bird—
or whatever magical thing (knhakas taksako va) ‘the brahmana
Crfated (dvijopasrstah)—bite me at once (dasatv alam). I only
desire that you all continue singing the deeds of Lord Visnu
(gayata visnu-gathah). (SBT.19.15)




Proof of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti
(ksantih)

* Just as the great tolerance of Pariksit is seen here
because of his great prema, it i that
when he had previously developed bhava, the
sprout of prema, his tolerance also had sprouted
in a similar way.

* Other examples should be understood in the
“same way.




Proof of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti (avyartha-
kalatvam)

vagbhih stuvanto manasa smarantas

f

tanva namanto ’py anisam na trptah |

bhaktah sravan-netra-jalah samagram
ayur harer eva samarpavyanti ||

The devotees (bhaktah) continually praise the Lord with
words (wagbhih stuvantah), remember Him with their
minds (manasa smarantah), and offer respects with their
bodies (tanva namantah apy). Still they are not satistied
(anisam na trptah). With tears flowing from their eyes
(sravan-netra-jalah), they offer their complete Tives to the

Lord (saiiagram ayur harer eva samarpayanti). (Hari
bhakti-sudhodaya)




Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti

(viraktih)
@

viraktir indriyarthanam
syad arocakata svayam ||

Detachment means (viraktih syad) “having a
natural distaste for the objects of the senses.
(indriyarthanam svayam arocakata)” (BRS)



Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti
(viraktih)

* Here detachment is the cause, and distaste is t

1€

—

etfect, but they are considered the same in the
definition, because, they are mutually

dependent.



Proof of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti
(viraktih)

Yo dustyajan dara-sutan
suhrd rajyam hrdi-sprsah |
jahau yuvaiva malavad
uttamahsloka-lalasah ||

Bharata, who longed to serve the Lord (yah
uttamasloka-lalasal)), gave up wife, sons, friends and
kingdom (jahau dara-sutan suhrd rajyam) as if they
were stool (matavad), though they were touching to
the heart (hrdi-sprsah) and thus difficult to give up at
a young age (yuvaiva dustyajan). (SB 5.14.43)




Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti
(mz‘ma—’@nyata)

utkrstatve ’py amanitvam

kathita mana-Stnyatal|

Pridelessness means (mana-$unyata kathita) “in
spite of having a high position (utkrstatve apy),
remaining humble.” (BRS)

(o)




Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti (mana-
Sunyata)

harau ratim vahann esa
narendranam Sikha-manibh |

bhiksam atann ari-pure

Svapakam api - VaIIdateJI

King Bhagiratha, though the crest jewel among kings
(narendranam sikha-manih), went out begging at the
house of his enemies (ari-pure bhiksam atann), and
offered respects to the dog-eaters (§vapakam api
Van.date) because he had rati for the Lord (harau

ratim Vahann) (Padma Purana)




Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti (asa-

bandhah)
©

asa-bandho bhagavatah

prapti-s athﬁvag& |

Contfidence means (asa-bandhah) “firm
assumption that one will attain the Lord. (drdha
bhagavatah prapti-sambhavana)”(BRS)




Proof of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti (asa-bandhah)

na prema sravanadi-bhaktir api va yogo ’thava vajspavo

jianarh va Subha-karma va klyad aho saj-jatir apy asti va

he gopi-jana-vallabha vyathayate ha ha mad-asaiva mam

—

I do not have prema or the practices of hearing or chanting in
bhakti (na_prema srayapadi-bhaktir api va). I have no practice of
meditation of Visnu in the astanga-yoga process (yogo athava
vaisnavo), nor do I have practices of jiana or varnasrama duties
(jianam va Subha-karma va kivad aho), I do not even have good
birth To execute—ttese actions properly (saj-jatir apy asti va). But
since you are most merciful to the least qualified (hinarthadhika-
sadhake tvayi), O dear lover of the gopis (he gopi-jana-vallabha),
though I have impure desires (acchedya-mula tathapy), my

aspiration for M—mﬂnﬁ&d-asawa satl) to agitate me (ha ha
vyathayate). (Qanatana Go 3




Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti (asa-
bandhah)

* Yoga indicates astanga-yoga. When meditation
on Visnu is prominent in that yoga, it becomes
Vaisnava-yoga.

———

» This meditation incorporating Visnu (or others

deities in meditation) is called sagarbha_in the
yoga system.




Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti (asa-
bandhah)

 Jhana refers to steadiness in brahman.

L

. Subha-k&rmﬂ refers—wmainly  to  varnasrama

activities.

* Good birth is the cause of attaining qualification

for the previously mentioned items of vyoga,
jhana and karma.




Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti (asa-
bandhah)

* These other processes are shown as causes of
attaining _the lord, only because of the
accompanying performance of bhakti, which is
also mentioned in the list.

—

* Concerning vyoga, Kapila shows, in the Third
Canto__of Bhagavatam , how yoga can be
combined with bhakti.




Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti (asa-
bandhah)

* The position of jhana, in relation to bhakti, is

shown in the Gita in the verse brahma-bhuitah
prasannatma. (BG 18.54)

* Subha-karma should also be practiced with
bhakti, as illustrated by sa val pumsarh paro
dharmo yato bhaktir adhoksaje—the culmina-
tion of religion is that varnasrama from which
bhakti to the Lord arises. (SB 1.2.6)




Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti (asa-
bandhah)

» “I have a thirst (a48a) for attaining the Lord, not
motivated by prema for the Lord, but by desire
for my own happiness, since I have deeply
rqoted desires for personal enjoyment, which are
ditficult to remove (acchedya-mula).

. Tben what should I do?

—_—



Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti (asa-
bandhah)

* I continue to hanker for You, because 1 think
that You can turn that material desire into
prema, since You are extra merciful to those 0

are most deficient (hinarrthadhika-sadhake).”

* The lack of qualification expressed in this verse
is only an ex-pression of humility (since he is

actually not fallen), and thus the verse is used as
an example of a person at the stage of rati.




Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti
(samutkantha)

samutkantha nijabhista-
labhaya guru-lubdhata ||

Longing means (@mutkan}) “having intense
greed (guriylubdhatd) for attaining service to the

Lord. @@U abhaya)” (BRS)




Proof of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti (samutkantha)

anamram asita-bhruvor upacitam aksina-paksmankuresv
alolam anuraginor nayanayor ardram mrdau jalpite |

atamram adharamrte mada-kalam amlana vamsi-svanesv

asaste mama locanam vraja-SiSor-murtir jagan-mohinim

I long to see that young Krsna (mama locanam asaste vraja-
Sisor-murtirn) who enchants the universe (jagan-mohinim)
with His bent, black eye brows (anamram asita-bhruvor
upacitam), with His thick eye lashes (aksina-paksmankuresv),
with His attractive, shifty eyes (alolam anuraginor nayanayor),
with His soft words (mrdau jalpite) which melt the heart

(ardram), with “his sweet, red lips (Atamram adharasnrte), and
with the intoxicating sound (mada-kalam) emanating from the

cleaTriotes ol His Ilute (amiana vamsi-svanesv). (Krsna-
karnamrta)




Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti (tad-
gunakh)@ne asaktih)
madhuryad api madhuram
manmathata tasya kim api kaisoram |
capalyad api capalam
ceto bata harati hanta kim kurmah ||

That youthful Krsna, with the qualities of Cupid
(manmathata tasya kim api kaiSoram), who is
- extremely sweet (madhuryad api madhuram) and
‘extremely _fickle (capalyad api capalam), has
W (ceto bata harati). What_should 1

do (hanta kim kurmah)? (Krsna-karnamrta)




Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti (tad
vasati-sthale pritih)
© P
atrasit kila nanda-sadma sakatasyatrabhavad
bhafijanam

bandha-ccheda-karo ’pi damabhir abhiid baddho
’tra_ damodarah |
ittharh mathura-vrddha-vaktra-vigalat-piyusa-
dharam pibann
anandasru-dharah kada madhu-purim dhanyas
carisyamy aham




Proot of Reliable symptoms of Bhava-Bhakti (tad
vasati-sthale pritih)

“Nanda’s house was here (atrasit kila nanda-sadma).
This_is where Krsna broke the cart (Sakatasya
bhafnjanarm atra abhavad). Here is where Damodara
(atra damodarah), who__ cuts material bondage
(bandha-ccheda-karo), was_ bound up by ropes
(damabhir baddho abhud).” When will 1 be fortunate
enough to wander about (kada dhanyas carisyamy
aham) in Mathyra (madhu-purim) with tears in my
eyes (éﬁandééru-dharah), drinking such streams of
nectar (piytsa-dharam pibann) flowing from the
mouth of an elder of Mathura (ittharm mathura-
vrddha-vaktra-vigalat)? (Padyavali)




