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stage of Bhava



Actions of a Person at the stage of Bhava

* At that time, his eyes, full of longing, turn towards
Krsna to lick the blackness of his limbs, the rosy
hue of his lips and eye-rims, the white brilliance
of his moon-like teeth shining in his smiling face,
the yellow hue of his clothing and ornaments; and
begin to bathe his body in unlimited tears.

* Like a hunted animal, here and there, from time

to time, freezing his motion, he raises his ears to
try to hear the sound of Krsna's flute, the jingling

of his anklets the sweet intonation of his voice,
ttremessaves of s wandering tootsteps.




Actions of a Person at the stage of Bhava

* And his body erupts in ecstasy on experiencing
the longed-Tor touch of the Lord's tender hands.

* His nostrils open wide again and again, and
inhale, anxious to examine the fragrance of his

body.

* Hankering to taste the Lord's saliva, his tongue
feels great joy on attaining that taste, and he licks
his lips.




Actions of a Person at the stage of Bhava

* Sometimes, when he gains the association of the
lord by the (Lord's whint) his heart feels
exhilarated, and he becomes drunk with the
abundance oI sweeiness, and then. at the
departure of the Lord he grieves and becomes
despondent. —

* In this way the symptoms of sancari bhava
decorate his body.




Actions of a Person at the stage of Bhava

lis intelligence, in the states of wakefulness,
sl_e_e_p_b and deep sleep, determines to fix ftsclf

without deviation on the path of remembrance of
Krsna. —

At the time ofjmmmgh-g-spm;al_b@d*suua]ﬂ.e

for performing his eternal service,
indestructible soul enters that body, an_d_thﬁ

material body becomes almost lifeless.




Actions of a Person at the stage of Bhava
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* At thig”stage the devotee begins to experience
extrethe possessiveness of Krsna: like a bee, he
becomes anxious to imbibe fragrance of Krsna's
lotus feet. T

* Having obtained the most precious jewel of bhava,
the devotee like a miser, hides it from ordinary
people.




Actions of a Person at the stage of Bhava

* As he becomes the residence of renunciation,
tolerance, and the other wonderful qualities which

manifest themselves at the stage of—bhava,

advanced devotees will understand his mtemal
status_by those external symptoms, but others
who see his distracted mind will conclude that he
is mad.




Actions of a Person at the stage of Bhava

mugdham marh nigadantu niti-nipuna bhrantarn muhur vaidika
mandain bandhava-saficaya jada-dhiyarh muktadarah sodarah
unmattam dhanino viveka-caturah kamam maha-dambhikam
mokturh na ksamate manag api mano govinda-pada-sprham

Let the sharp moralist accuse me of being illusioned (mugdh
IngangaLlantu n1t1-n1puna) I do not mind. Experts in Xlechc

activities may slander me as bemg misled (bhrantarn muhur
vaidika), friends and relatives may call me {rustrated (mandar
bandhava-sancaya), my brothers may call me a fool (jada-dhiyam

muktadarah SQdara ), the wealthy mammonites may point me gut
as mad (unmattam dhanino), and the learned philosophers may

asserl that 1 am much—+toe—proud- (viveka-caturah kimam maha-
dambhikam); still my mind does not budge an inch from the

determination (mokturm na ksamate manag api mano) to serve the
lotus_feet of Govinda, thoughthetmabte—to—de—it (govinda-pada-

sprham). (Srila Madhavendra Puri)
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Raty-abhasa — Retlection of Bhava

vyaktam masrnitevantar
laksyate rati-laksanam |
mumuksu-prabhrtinam ced

bhaved esa ratir na hi ||

Se<hkY  LeAX

If softness of the heart (@ @

symptom of rati (rati-laksanam), becomes clearly V151ble
(vyaktamm laksyate) in persons desiring liberation, or in

other uﬁqualiﬁeﬁ- persons (mumuksu-prabhrtinarm), it is

not real rati (esa ratir na hi bhaved). (BRS)




Raty-abhasa — Retlection of Bhava
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* It has been stated tlhat the quality of real rati is
having the desire only to please the Lord.

* If other desires are present, it should not be
considered rati, in spite of the presence of other
symptoms, such as sattvika-bhavas. That is
explained in this VeTse.

——




Raty-abhasa — Retlection of Bhava

* It the rati characterized by internal softness
(melting of the heart), or what appears to be so,
becomes visible in persons, such as those
désiring liberation, it should mot be considered
real rati, because persons desiring liberation
have other desires.

* One should not think that if a person has strong
desires for things other than Krsna, it can be

called rati for that particular object (for instance
rati for liberation).




Raty-abhasa — Reflection of Bhava

vimuktakhila-tarsair ya
muktair api vimrgyate |
ya krsnenatigopyasu
bhajadbhyo 'pi na diyate ||

sa bhukti-mukti-kamatvic
chuddham bhaktim akurvatanm |

hrdave sambhavaty esam

katham bhagavati ratih ||

—

How can (ati ap@ (katham bhagavati ratih hrdaye sambhavaty) in
persons having desires for enjoyment or liberation (esarn bhulkti-mulkti-
kamatvat)? Those persons do not perform pure bhakti (suddham
bhaktim akurvatam). Rati is sought out (vimrgvate) by those liberated

from all desires (vimukta akhila-tarsair muktair api) and is_not given

immediately by Krena (ya krsnena na_asu diyate) even to the devotees
(bhajadbhya api), since it is most secret (atigopya). (BRS)




Raty-abhasa — Retlection of Bhava

* Here the author elaborates on the reason why it
is not real rati.

* How is it possible for rati to appear where there
are desires for material enjoyment or liberation?




Raty-abhasa — Retlection of Bhava

* There is a fault in their sadhana: they do not
perform pure bhakti.

 Pure bhakti means that it should not be mixed
with jnana, karma or other unacceptable
elements.
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Raty-abhasa — Reflection of Bhava
The Two Types of Raty—abhasa

2o\O\-

ab jﬁena s
raty-abhasah prakirtitah ||

pratibimbas tatha cchaya
raty-abhaso dvidha matah ||

Though this semblance of rati is very astounding to the innocent
(bala-camatkara-kari), those in knowledge (kintu ayarn abhijiiena)
understand what it really is (ayam subodhah) by seeing the
characteristics (tac-cihna-viksaya). This is_called raty-abhasa—a
semblance of rati (raty-abhasah prakirtitah). This semblance of rati
has two types (raty-abhaso dvidha matah): retlection (prati-bimba)
and splendor (chaya) (pratibimbas tatha cchaya). (BRS)
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Raty-abhasa — Reflection of Bhava (Pratibimba Raty-

4o D SR abhasa)
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o ,;:?:;;,S.\%‘ asramabhista-nirvahi
&* rati-laksana-laksitah |
bhogiapavarga-saukhyarnsa-

vyanjakah pratibimbakah |

LEHVREn YSVES

When there are (ipparent qualiti ) (rati-laksana-
laksitah), accompanied by (desires) for (gnjoyment and

S —

1i_b_€ﬁlﬂ_m> (bhogapavarga-saukhya amsa-vyafjakah), it is
called the pratibimba (reflection) raty-abhasa

RS

(pratibimbakah). This pratibimba raty-abhasa rds the
goals of enjoyment and liberation to those persons

without their having to exert effort (asrama abhista-
nirvahi). (BRS)




Raty-abhasa — Retlection of Bhava (Pratibimba
Raty-abhasa)

Rati without motivations for material enjoyment
or liberation vyields the main form of rati,
whereas  having attachments produces a
sg]:ia_m:e of rati.

This semblance arises through secondary
conditions.

According to the conditions, there are two types
of semblance. The first type is described here.




Raty-abhasa — Retlection of Bhava (Pratibimba
Raty-abhasa)

* The qualities of rati appear (rati-laksana-
laksitah) in the form of a few tears or other

symptoms. &@w&s
e Though this seems to indicate a touch of rati,

when the symptoms appear_along with desires
for _enjoyment or liberation, it is called
pratibimba.




Raty-abhasa — Retlection of Bhava (Pratibimba
Raty-abhasa)

The type of rati for the Lord which is
contaminated by desires for enjoyment or
liberation is called pratibimba-raty-abhasa.

This pratibimba awards liberation without

extreme efforts because of two qualities existing

in__the lLord—His power to bestow material

enjoyment and His power to bestow liberation.




Raty-abhasa — Retlection of Bhava (Pratibimba
Raty-abhasa)

* This is the extraordinary power of pratibimba-
raty-abhasa.
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Raty-abhasa — Retflection
of Bhava

What causes Pratibimba
Raty-abhasa?



Raty-abhasa — Retflection of Bhava (Pratibimba
Raty-abhasa)

daivat sad-bhakta-sangena
kirtanady-anusarinam |

prayah prasanna-manasarin

bhoga-moksadi raginam ||

kesarcit hrdi bhavendoh
pratibimba udancati |

tad-bhakta-hrn-nabhah-sthasya-

“tat-samsarga-prabhavatah ||




Raty-abhasa — Reflection of Bhava (Pratibimba Raty-
abhasa)

This retlection of the moon of bhava ZilldOB
@ratibimbah)) appears in the hearts of some persons

(kesamcit hrdi udancati) who are attached to_enjoyment
or liberation (bhoga-moksadi raginam), but who become
somewhat satisfied by following the angas of bhakti

(kirtanady-anusarinam  prayah  prasanna-manasam)
through occasional association with real devotees (daivat

sad-bhakta-sangena). That moon of bhava is situated-n
the sky of the real devotee’s heart (tad-bhakta-hrn-
nabhah-sthasya), and it appears as a reflection in the non-
devatee for some time by its impressions (tat-sarsarga-_

prabhavatati). (BRS)



Raty-abhasa — Retlection of Bhava (Pratibimba
Raty-abhasa)

The process by which pratibimba appears. is

described in this verse. o CFMRL W‘“”“{,m&
\@ G’#\“){\b\h N 4{(‘6’@\!\ 5. &Q
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Those _who are attached 1o enjoyment and
liberation, through occasional rather than
constant association with devotees (daivat),

imitate devotional activities, such as chanting,
but_with their ows—seals—in—mind—and they

achieve a general tranquility of mind.

—




Raty-abhasa — Retlection of Bhava (Pratibimba
Raty-abhasa)

* But their hearts are still contaminated with those
desires, since they have not realized the fault of
such desires.

* The devotee’s heart is like the sky, which is

untouch r objects _and is thus suitable

for the rising of the moon of prema.




Raty-abhasa — Retlection of Bhava (Pratibimba
Raty-abhasa)

* The reflection of that moon situated in the
devotee’s heart—not the moon itseli—appears
within the heart of such contaminated persons.

g

* A reflection appears because of the impositions

(upadhi) caused by other desires.




Raty-abhasa — Retlection of Bhava (Pratibimba
Raty-abhasa)

* Thus, that reflection is not exactly the same as
the original, since it takes support {rom only a
few qualities of the original rati and is a blurred
image possessing contamination of other desires.

* A desire for pure bhava on the other hand

produces a complete and pure reflection,
because the aspirant takes support of a host of
wondertul qualities ot bhava and makes efforts

for the correct goal.‘




Raty-abhasa — Retlection of Bhava (Pratibimba
Raty-abhasa)

* When that person with other desires becomes
separated from the devotee, will that retlection
disappear?

* No, by the impressions it leaves in his heart_the
reflection of bhava remains there for some time.
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Raty-abhasa — Reflection of Bhava (Chaya Raty-

abhasa)

ksudra-kautuhala-may1

caiicala duhkha-harini |

rateS chaya bhavet kimcit

tat-sadrsyavalambini ||

That which has some similarity to real rati (tat-

sadrsya kimcit avalambini), which possesses a
small amount of interest in the Lord (ksudra-

kautithala-may1), which is_uns

ble (cancald), and

which destroys suttering (duhkha-harini), is called

chaya-raty-abhasa (rateh chaya bhavet).(BRS)



Raty-abhasa — Reflection of Bhava (Chaya Raty-
abhasa)

* Here the word chaya means beauty or splendor.

* Here it also means a retlection of or resemblance

to beauty.

* This verse describes this chaya-raty-abhasa,
takmg into account the meaning of chaya as

“resemblance to beauty” in comhination with the

word abhasa.




Raty-abhasa — Reflection of Bhava (Chaya Raty-
abhasa)

e Little interest (ksudra-kauttthala) means that
though the Lord and bhakti are spiritual, the
person has interest in them only as material
objects.

* Because there is curiosity relating to—the [ord,
even though material, there is an appearance of a
little splendor (kanti).




Raty-abhasa — Reflection of Bhava (Chaya Raty-
abhasa)

* That is the meaning of chaya here.

* Because of the slight attraction to the Lord, there
will be slight symptoms similar to those ol real
rati.

e ——

* However, becanse of its nature as chaya, it is also
unsteady (caficala), unlike the pratibimba-raty-

abhasa.




Raty-abhasa — Reflection of Bhava (Chaya Raty-
abhasa)

* In prati-bimba-raty-abhasa, the attraction to

material enjoyment and liberation is very strong,
but in chaya-raty-abhasa, the material curiosity

about the L.ord i sient.

* Still, because of the_influence of the Tord in

chaya-raty-abhasa, there is gradually a
destruction of the suffering of material existence.




Raty-abhasa — Reflection of Bhava (Chaya Raty-
abhasa)

* One should not say “This type does not fit
within _the general category of raty-abhasa
because it lacks desire for enjoyment and
liberation.”

-

* It is classed as raty-abhasa becanse watertal
curiosity is a form of enjoyment as—well (a

contamination).




Raty-abhasa — Reflection of Bhava (Chaya Raty-

QAS

abhasa)

well, it does not overlap with pratibimba-raty-

ab

nasa, though both types have desire for

enj

J

ly a curiosity about the Lord (whereas

OIl!

Y

oyment, because chaya is connected with

pratibimba has a strong commitment to material

enjoyment or liberation).

—
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Raty-abhasa — Reflection of Bhava (Chaya Raty-
abhasa)

hari-priya-kriya-kala-
desSa-patradi-sangamat |
apy anusangikad esa
kvacid ajfiesv apiksyate ||

kintu bhagyam vina nasau

bhava-cchayapy udaiicati |

yad abhyudayatah ksemam
tatra syad uttarottaram ||




Raty-abhasa — Reflection of Bhava (Chaya Raty-abhasa)

This chaya-raty-abhasa appears sometimes even in

ignorant people (esa kvacid ajiiesu api iksyate) by _a
combination of performing actions dear to the Lord
obserwr;g the festivals of the ILord, residing in the

of —the Tord (@arwrlya-k@kala esa){)atradﬁ
sangamat), and associating with the devotees of the Lord

(anusangikad apy). Even this chaya-raty-abhasa (kintu
asau bhava-cchaya apy), which eventually bestows
auspiciousness _to _ those people (yad _ksemam
abhyvudayatah tatra syad uttarottaram), appears only
with great good fortune (bhagyarh vina na udaficati).
(BRS)




Raty-abhasa — Reflection of Bhava (Chaya Raty-
abhasa)

* There should be simultaneous participation in
the items listed (performing actions dear to the
Lord, observing the festivals of the Lord, residing

in the dhama of the Lord, and associating with
the devotees-otthetord) in order for chaya-raty-

abhasa to manifest in ignorant people.

4




Raty-abhasa — Reflection of Bhava (Chaya Raty-
abhasa)

* Because of association with devotees festjvals
and other items, this rati is sometimes seen even
in ignorant persons--persons who have no good

qualities such as tolerance and have no desire to
extinguish samsara.

—




