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Chapter — 6

Prema Bhakti



Part-2

Stages in the Development
of Prema



3.25.25
satarh prasangan mama virya-samvido
bhavanti hrt-karna-rasayanah kathah
taj-josanad asv apavarga-vartmani
~ W Qo.f' sraddha ratir bhaktir anukramisyati
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From assoclation with the best devotees (satam ﬂasangén)Ctopics of my

the \devotee \to niftha (implied). Then the topics become an ehx1r for the
heary and earg at tRhe stage of ruci &athah__hﬂkam’ﬁi&sgvanah bhavanti).
By taste (tad-]
Lord (Sxaddha ratih bhaktih) who is the destroyer of material life (apavarga-
vartmani), quickly develop in sequence (asu anukramisyati)—




In that association, the devotees begin to carry out devotional activities, such

as hearing and smgmg_ﬂnf._glones_af_l‘_bf__LQrd and rememb\erlrLg_Lhﬁ_thm,

qualities and pastimes of the Lord. J/
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With practice of bhakti, according to the five divisions mentioned previously
(This means cultivation by body, mind, soul, matter and society), sense

—

pleasure and desire, which are the root of the problem, become submissive to
bhakti. &jo\v\,\m mu—f}m
eCus SATH O (e

The sins still remain in @ody (l;ut ges,lré is given uas _sqerte\ 489

A
> one CN S&“’SA S:\"':u& '

it YRH)

This is the second stage in attaining prema.
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11.2.16 | o oo sev<
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susriusoh sraddadhanasya S Tsuseve WAL YD)
vasudeva-katha-rucih NS
syan mahat-sevaya viprah \g{? (DY eer
pllnya—tirtha-msevang_t e

O brahmanas @! Attraction for topics concerning Krsna

(V:leudeva-lgathﬁ-ruci ) will arise (syat) by service to the great
devotees (mahat-sevaya), followed by faith (sraddadhanasya), by
surrender to the feet of the pure guru (punya-tirtha-nisevanat), and

by the desire to hear (Susruisoh).




Srnvatarh sva-kathah krsnah \ngs

punya-sravana-kirtanah
hrdy antah stho hy abhadrani
vidhunoti suhrt satam

Krsna (krsnah), who purities by the processes of—hearing—and

chanting (punya-Sravana-kirtanah), who is the benetactor (suhrt) of

the devotees who hear about him (ﬁ-katha\(smvata@) _patam)),
enters the hearts of the devotees (hrdy antah sthah) and destroys

their sins (abhadrani vidhunoti).



By cultivating devotion, gradually attachment to material pleasure, sinful
conduct, violence, greed and other material habits decrease; the devotee
becomes free of material desire.
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This is the third stage, clearing the sins (anartha nivrtti).

As_desires dissipate, attachments to things other than the Tord also
disappear.

Faith becomes steadiBess in the Lord. — OV IS

As lono as the anarthas remain faith cannot be steadilv anplied to one obiect.



To the extent that anarthas are extinguished, faith turns into steadiness
(nistha).
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Thl,s is the fourth stage in attaining prema. o f

Attaining steadiness, devotees perform their devotional activities and takes
association with more care.
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By this, the anarthas are further reduced and steadiness turns to joy.

This is called taste or ruci.
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D 11.5.25 |
Qcchista-lep_ﬁg)@numodi@ @Vi' aih e
sakrt sma bhuﬁjé tad-apasta-kilbisah
evar pravrttasy3 isuddha-cetasas
tad-dharma evatma-rucih prajayate

—

One time only I happened to eat (sakrt sma bhufije) their food remnants
(ucchista-lepan) with their permission (dvijaih anumoditah). All obstacles
to bhakti disappeared by that (tad-apasta-kilbisah). Having developed an
inclination_for bhakti (evarn pravrttasya), being pure in mind (visSuddha-

cetasah), taste for devotional processes inevitably developed in my mind
(tad-dharma eva atma-rucih prajayate).




This is the fifth step.

With taste for Krsna established, everything else becomes tasteless.

When ruci becomes more intense along with greater destruction of sin,
asakti appears.

Asakti is still within sadhana bhakEi.

Sadhana has become ﬁefﬁct, asakti reaches lullness, and thedevoteeteels

sticcesstul. This is the sixth stage.




| 1.5.26 ||
tatranvaharh krsna-kathah pragayatam
anugrahenasrnavarm manoharah
tah sraddhaya me 'nupadar visrnvatah
priya-$ravasy anga mamabhavad @ucihy—>=*""

By the mercy (anugrahena) of the sages who were chanting

(pragayatam) about the attractive pastimes of Krsna (mﬁanohargh)
daily (anu), I heard about Krsna in that place (tatra ahar krsna-

kathah asrnavam) with ysakn) (tah §raddhaya). Hearing constantly
(anupadam wvisrnvatah), 1 _then devel . for Krsna (mama
wﬂ(\/ i

abhavad priya-Sravasy \ﬁlcih)s. pLiye



When asakti becomes tull it is called bhava, rati or the seedling of prema.

At the stage of asakti there is no manifestation of Euddha sattva svaruag.
(This refers to the Hescentof the Lord’s hladini and samvit sakti @thf: soul.)
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This is attained at the stage of bhava. - Q“‘@";
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The heart becomes soft. — A bk
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This 1s the seventh stage.



11.5.28 ||
ittham Sarat-pravrsikav rta harer
visSrnvato me nusavar yaso 'malam
sankirtyamanam munibhir mahatmabhir
bhaktih pravrttatma-rajas-tamopaha

In this_ way (ittham), for the two seasons om and @Qutumd (Sarat-
avrsikayrii), 1 _constantly heard (me anusavam visrmvatah) the pure
glories of the Lord (hareh amalam yasah) chm by the generous sages
(mahatmabhir munibhir sankirtyamanam). 1 then developed prema

(bhaktih pravrtta), which destroys rajas and tamas in the jivas (atma-rajas-

tamopaha)\




1 1.2.19 ||
tada rajas-tamo-bhavah

kama-lobhadayas ca ye

ceta etair anaviddham

sthitarh sattve prasidati

)

The mind (tada ye cetah) becomes unatfected (anaviddham) by

lust, greed, anger, hatred and illusion (etaih kama-lobha adayas ca)

which arise form rajas and tamas (rajas-tamo-bhavah). Then the

mind becomes fixed in the form of the Lord at the stage of asakti

(Qve tve sthitarh) and becomes satisfied (Prasmfﬂ
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When bhava attains exclusive \Dossessiveness ot Krsr%, it is called prema.

—

[t is a state of permanent emotion suitable for rasa.

raso vai sah rasam hy evayam labdhanandi bhavati

Cm—— ——

The Lord is rasa (raso vai sah). Attaining the rasa (rasam hy eva labdha), the
jiva (ayam) becomes blisstul (anandi bhavati). Taittiriya Upanisad
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The devotees perfofming-sadharia Bhakti should always be attentive to the

condition of their devotion, perceiving the state yesterday and the
improvement made today.
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If they perceive that affer T0gress has been made according to

the stages given above| they must understand that some(offenc®y must have

been committed. 8 OnLeNRand  ilad Offeue T Gean  Gwmntied
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Continuously cultivating bhakti and praying to Krsna, they should be careful
that the oftence does not occur again.

Th o do not care mine their progress will advance very slowly
due to the unseen obstacles they have created.
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YDevotees, please take special precaution in this matte:r/
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