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Further Inquires by
Vidura
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Part-1

Vidura’s requests to clarity
misconceptions about
isvara and the jivas

(3.7.1-7)



Section: SB 3.7.1-7 :
Vidura’s requests to
clarify misconceptions

about iSvara and the jivas ” 3.7.1 ||

\—/_ sri-suka uvaca

evarh bruvanarh maitreyarh
dvaipayana-suto budhah
prinayann iva bharatya
vidurah pratyabhasata

Sukadeva said: Then intelligent Vidura (vidurah budhah), the son
of Vyasadeva (dvaipayana-sutah), pleasing Maitreya with sweet
words (prinayann iva bharatya) after he had finished his
explanation (evarmm bruvanam), addressed Maitreya (maitreyar
pratyabhasata).

O

Sri Sukadeva Gosvami: Vidura pleased Maitreya and inquired from him




Section: SB 3.7.1-7 :
Vidura’s requests to
clarify misconceptions

about iSvara and the jivas ” 3.7.2 ”
vidura uvaca

\_/brahman katharn bhagavatas
cin-matrasyavikarinah
lilaya vapi yujyeran
nirgunasya gunah kriyah

Vidura said: O brahmana (brahman)! How is it possible that the
Lord (katharn bhagavatah), who is spiritual (cin-matrasya),
without change (avikarinah), and beyond the gunas (nirgunasya),
becomes connected (lilaya vapi yujyeran) with actions and gunas
(gunah kriyah)?

O

How is the Lord, being spiritual, connected with the gunas and their activities?




Section: SB 3.7.1-7 :
Vidura’s requests to
clarify misconceptions

about isvara and the jivas 13.7.3 |
kridayam udyamo ‘rbhasya
\_/—— kamas cikridisanyatah
svatas-trptasya ca katham
nivrttasya sadanyatah

Kama is the impetus (cikridisa kamah) for playing seen in children
(kridayam udyamo arbhasya). The impetus for the Lord’s
pastimes should be ditferent (anyatah). How can the desire for
play in the Lord arise from kama, since the Lord is self-satistied
(svatas-trptasya ca kathar)? How can it arise otherwise (katham),
since nothing exists except the Lord (sada anyatah nivrttasya)?

Lord is self-satisfied, so what is the impetus for Him to do pastimes?




Section: SB 3.7.1-7 :
Vidura’s requests to
clarify misconceptions
about iSvara and the jivas

I13.7.4 |
s asraksid bhagavan visvam
guna-mayyatma-mayaya
taya samsthapayaty etad
bhutyah pratyapidhasyati

The Lord (bhagavan) creates this universe (asraksid visvam) by
maya composed of the three gunas (guna-mayi atma-mayaya), and
maintains it by maya (taya samsthapayaty etad) and destroys it by
maya (bhtuiyah pratyapidhasyati).

Lord is in contact with gunas: Because He creates & withdraws the universe by mayasakti.




Section: SB 3.7.1-7 :
Vidura’s requests to
clarify misconceptions
about iSvara and the jivas

13.7.51|
el desatah kalato yo ’sav
avasthatah svato 'nyatah
aviluptavabodhatma
sa yujyetajaya katham

How can (katham) the jiva (asav) whose knowledge cannot be
destroyed (avilupta avabodha atma) by place, time (desatah
kalatah), condition, nature or other cause (avasthatah svatah
anyatah) become associated with ignorance (ajaya yujyeta)?

How does the pure soul become engaged in nescience?”




Section: SB 3.7.1-7 :
Vidura’s requests to
clarify misconceptions
about iSvara and the jivas

13.7.6 |
S bhagavan eka evaisa
sarva-ksetresv avasthitah
amusya durbhagatvam va

kleso va karmabhih kutah

The Lord (esah eka eva bhagavan) is situated in all bodies (sarva-
ksetresv avasthitah). Why does the jiva (kutah amusya) then
sutfer from ignorance (kleso va karmabhih) and lose his sense of

bliss (durbhagatvarn va)?

The Lord is situated in every living being's heart. Why then do the living entities suffer?




Section: SB 3.7.1-7 :
Vidura’s requests to
clarify misconceptions
about i$vara and the jivas

N 13.7.7

etasmin me mano vidvan

khidyate ’jiana-sankate

tan nah paranuda vibho
kasmalam manasarn mahat

O learned one (vidvan)! This mass of ignorance (etasmin ajiana-
sankate) is afflicting my mind (me manah khidyate). O Supreme
Lord (vibho)! Destroy (paranuda) the great illusion (mahat
kasmalam) in our minds (nah manasam).

My mind is illusioned, and I request you to clear it up.




Part-11

Maitreya dispels all
misconceptions about
ISvara and the jivas

(3.7.8-14)



Section: SB 3.7.8-14:
Maitreya dispels all

misconceptions about | 3.7.8 ||
Isvara and the jivas

e Sri-suka uvaca

sa ittham coditah ksattra
tattva-jijiasuna munih

pratyaha bhagavac-cittah

smayann iva gata-smayah

Sukadeva said: When Vidura (ksattra), inquisitive about the
absolute truth (tattva-jijiasuna), asked Maitreya these questions
(munih ittham coditah), Maitreya, becoming absorbed in the Lord
(bhagavac-cittah), answered (pratyaha) as it astonished (smayann
iva), though he was actually without astonishment (gata-smayah).

@

o)

Maitreya seemed to be astonished, but then he replied to Vidura




Section: SB 3.7.8-14:
Maitreya dispels all
misconceptions about
Isvara and the jivas

\_/__

Maitreya said:

13.7.9
maitreya uvaca
seyam bhagavato maya
yan nayena virudhyate
1Svarasya vimuktasya

karpanyam uta bandhanam

This maya (iyarh maya) which cannot be

understood by logic (yad nayena virudhyate), belonging to the
Supreme Lord but not his svaripa (bhagavatah), is the cause of
deprivation and ignorance (karpanyam uta bandhanam) for the
jiva who has the possibility of realizing the form, knowledge and
bliss of the Lord (isvarasya vimuktasya).

o

(0

First two lines of verse, is answer to misconception about Lord:-

The gunas belong to Lord, but Lord in His svarupa, is without these gunas.

Second two lines of verse, is answer to misconception about Jiva: -
Jiva loses knowledge because of maya




Section: SB 3.7.8-14:
Maitreya dispels all
misconceptions about

Isvara and the jivas 13.7.10 ||

| ___— yad arthena vinamusya

pumsa atma-viparyayah
pratiyata upadrastuh

sva-$iras chedanadikah

Because of maya (yad amusya), the jiva’s loss of knowledge and
bliss (purnsah atma-viparyayah) makes its appearance (pratiyata)
without cause or purpose (vina arthena). The loss is illusory, just
the seer of a dream (upadrastuh) experiencing his head being cut
oft is illusory (sva-siras chedana adikah).

O

Answer to Vidura’s question, Why Jiva suffers?: Distress of living entity is due to
misidentification




Section: SB 3.7.8-14:
Maitreya dispels all
misconceptions about

Isvara and the jivas ” 3.7.11 ”

. ___— vyathajale candramasah
kampadis tat-krto gunah
drsyate ’sann api drastur
atmano 'natmano gunah

The qualities belonging to the subtle body (anatmano gunah) do
not belong to the atma (atmano asann) but appear to be so
(drsyate drastuh), just as the trembling quality in the water
imposed on the reflection of the moon is not trembling of the
moon (yatha jale kampa adih tat-krto gunah candramasah),
though it appears to be so (drsyate api).

o)

Anaology to explain Jiva’s misidentification.




Section: SB 3.7.8-14:
Maitreya dispels all
misconceptions about

ISvara and the jivas 13.7.12 ||
e sa vai nivrtti-dharmena
vasudevanukampaya
bhagavad-bhakti-yogena

tirodhatte $anair iha

This ignorance (sah) gradually disappears ($anaih tirodhatte) by
bhakti-misra-jiana arising from destruction of impressions in the
subtle body (nivrtti-dharmena), and by bhakti (bhagavad-bhakti-
yogena) arising from the mercy of the Lord, coming through

devotees (vasudeva anukampaya).

Maitreya proposes solution to come out this bodily misidentification




Section: SB 3.7.8-14:
Maitreya dispels all
misconceptions about

Isvara and the jivas ” 3.7.13 ”
_____—  vyadendriyoparamo 'tha
drastratmani pare harau
viliyante tada klesah
samsuptasyeva krtsnasah

When the senses become tixed on the attractive Lord (yada indriya
uparamah harau), who is beyond material influence (pare) and
who glances upon his devotee with mercy (drastr atmani), the
sutferings disappear completely (tada klesah viliyante krtsnasah),
like the complete disappearance of suffering in deep sleep
(sarhsuptasya iva).

O

When the senses are satisfied in the Supersoul, all miseries are vanquished.




Section: SB 3.7.8-14:
Maitreya dispels all
misconceptions about
I$vara and the jivas

13.7.14 ||
aSesa-sanklesa-samam vidhatte
gunanuvada-sravanar murareh

kim va punas tac-caranaravinda-

paraga-seva-ratir atma-labdha

Hearing and speaking about the qualities of the Lord in sadhana-
bhakti (murareh guna anuvada-sravanarm) produces (vidhatte)
destruction of unlimited sutfering (asesa-sanklesa-samarn). How
much more can be attained (kirn va punar) by great attraction
(ratih) for serving the pollen of the lotus feet of the Lord (tat-
caranaravinda-paraga-seva), appearing by its selt-revealing nature

(atma-labdha), during the state of bhava-bhakti (implied)!

Devotional service as the ultimate means to mitigate all miseries




Part-111

Vidura shares his heart
felt realizations with
Maitreya
(3.7.15-20)



Section: SB 3.7.15-20:

Vidura

shares his heart

felt realizations with

Maitreya

1 3.7.15 ||

ER s vidura uvaca

saiichinnah samsayo mahyam
tava stuktasina vibho
ubhayatrapi bhagavan
mano me sampradhavati

Vidura said: O Lord (vibho)! All of my doubts have been cut

(sanc]
speec

manal
dependent jiva (u

hinnah sarnsayo mahyar) by the sword of your skilltul
1 (tava su-ul
h samprad

<ta asina). My mind completely understands (me
havati) both the independent Lord and the

bhayatra api).

All my doubts have been removed.




Section: SB 3.7.15-20: | 3.7.16 ||
Vidura shares his heart| ¢3qhv etad vyahrtarn vidvann

felt realizations with _ 7 .
Maitreya atma-mayayanam hareh

Pl abhaty apartharm nirmilam
visva-milam na yad bahih

O learned Maitreya (vidvann)! You have accurately explained
(sadhu etad vyahrtamn) how the external energy (atma-maya),
whose actions (ayanam) which are without purpose and without
cause (apartharn nirmtlam abhaty), is under the shelter of the
Supreme Lord (hareh), and you have explained how the jiva’s
bondage (atma-mayayanarn), which is without purpose and
without cause (apartham nirmiilam), is under the shelter of the
Lord’s maya (hareh). Except for that maya, there is no cause for
the universe (yad bahih na visva-mulam).

(0
Disturbances of the jivas have no other basis than the external energy of the Lord.




Section: SB 3.7.15-20:
Vidura shares his heart
felt realizations with
Maitreya

e 13.7.17 |

ya$ ca miidhatamo loke
ya$ ca buddheh param gatah
tav ubhau sukham edhete
kliSyaty antarito janah

He who is the most foolish in this world (yah ca mtudhatamo loke)
and he who has attained (yah ca gatah) the Lord beyond matter
(buddheh param) increases happiness (tav ubhau sukham
edhete), whereas others just sutfer (kliSyaty antarito janah).

Both the lowest of fools and the liberated enjoy happiness, all others suffer.




Section: SB 3.7.15-20:
Vidura shares his heart
felt realizations with

Maitreya | 3.7.18 ||
______— arthabhavam viniscitya
pratitasyapi natmanah
tarmn capl yusmac-carana-
sevayaham paranude

Convinced that the jiva does not actually sutfer loss of knowledge
(atmanah artha abhavam viniScitya), but not yet realizing it
directly (na pratitasya api), [ will destroy this lack of this
realization (ahar tam paranude) by service to your lotus feet
(yusmac-carana-sevaya).

O

Serving great transcendentalists helps one to realize the Absolute Truth




Section: SB 3.7.15-20:
Vidura shares his heart
felt realizations with ” 3.7.19 ”
Maitreya

B yat-sevaya bhagavatah

kiita-sthasya madhu-dvisah
rati-raso bhavet tivrah
padayor vyasanardanah

By service to the devotees (yat-sevaya), intense rasa of bhava-
bhakti (tivrah rati-rasah) to the Lord (bhagavatah) who is fixed in
one form (kuta-sthasya) and destroys obstacles for the devotee
(madhu-dvisah) appears (bhavet), and destruction of material
sutfering then takes place (padayor vyasana ardanah).

Serving devotees dispels all material distress




Section: SB 3.7.15-20:
Vidura shares his heart
felt realizations with
Maitreya

P I13.7.20 ||
durapa hy alpa-tapasah

seva vaikuntha-vartmasu
yatropagilyate nityam
deva-devo janardanah

Service to the devotees, those on the path to Vaikuntha (seva
vaikuntha-vartmasu), who are constantly singing (yatra upagiyate
nityarm) about the Supreme Lord (deva-devo janardanah), is rarely
achieved for those who perform little austerity (durapa hy alpa-
tapasah).

O

Persons whose austerity is meager can hardly obtain the service of the pure devotees




Part-1V

Vidura inquires in more
detail
(3.7.21-38)



Section: SB 3.7.21-38:
Vidura inquires in more
detail

B e
VIDURA INQUIRES TO KNOW MORE DETAILS ABOUT:

The ditferent Vibhutis of the Lord
‘Vibhutis’ which populate the whole world

All that Brahma has created- Manus and the descendants of those Manus
Ditferent planets

Species of living beings and their distributions

Gunaavataras and Pastimes of the SPOG

Varnasrama, great Sages and divisions of Vedas

Yoga, jiidna, and sankhya as well as Naradaparcaratra

Faithless atheists, Cross breeding and different species of lite, all based
on the effects of three modes

4 purusarthas and rules for profession and for punishment
Death rites, Pitras and Constellation arrangement

Charity, austerity and Sacrifice and duties in different situations
Process of Completely satistying the SPOG

Material dissolution and its effect on Lord and his associates

Truths of jiva and iSvara and essential knowledge of Vedas




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:

Vidura inquires more in
detail

il 13.7.21 |

srstvagre mahad-adini

sa-vikarany anukramat
tebhyo virajam uddhrtya
tam anu pravisad vibhuh

Having first created mahat-tattva (srstva agre mahad-adini) and
other elements (sa-vikarany) successively (anukramat) and
constructing the universal form from them (tebhyo virajam
uddhrtya), the Lord then entered that form (tam anu pravisad
vibhuh).

The Lord entered into mahat-tattva, with senses and sense organs




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:
Vidura inquires more in
detail

St 13.7.22

yam ahur adyam purusam
sahasranghry-tiru-bahukam
yatra visva ime lokah
sa-vikasam ta asate

That Lord is called the first purusa (yam ahur adyam purusam),
with a thousand feet, thighs and arms (sahasra anghry-tru-
bahukam), in which all the planets (yatra visva ime lokah) exist
(asate) with their extensions (sa-vikasam).

Description of Karnodakasayi Vishnu




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:

Vidura inquires more in
detail

13.7.23 ||
_______— vyasmin dasa-vidhah pranah
sendriyarthendriyas tri-vrt
tvayerito yato varnas
tad-vibhutir vadasva nah

In the universal form (yasmin) you described (tvaya iritah) ten life
airs (dasa-vidhah pranah), of three kinds (tri-vrt), along with
sense objects and senses (sa indriya artha indriyah), and from that
form the four varnas arose (yato varnah). Please speak about the
vibhiitis of the Supreme Lord (tad-vibhuitih vadasva nah).

Please speak about the vibhitis of the Lord?




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:

Vidura inquires more in
detail

13.7.24 ||
yatra putrais$ ca pautrais ca
naptrbhih saha gotrajaih
praja vicitrakrtaya
asan yabhir idam tatam

Amongst those vibhiitis (yatra) were the offspring (praja), taking
various forms (vicitra akrtaya) along with their sons, grandsons
(saha putraih ca pautraih ca), grandsons on the daughter’s side
and families (naptrbhih gotrajaih), by which the whole universe
became populated (yabhir idar tatam).

Vibhutis’ which populate the whole world?




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:

Vidura inquires more in
detail

I13.7.25 ||
______— prajapatinar sa patis
caklpe kan prajapatin
sargams calvanusargams ca
maniin manvantaradhipan

Please describe all that Brahma created (prajapatinam sa patih
caklpe): Prajapatis (prajapatin), the various types of creation and
sub-creations (sargams$ ca anusargams$ ca), and the Manus, who
are lords ot the Manvantara periods (mantin manvantara adhipan).

O

All that Brahma has created, Manus and the descendants of those Manus?




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:
Vidura inquires more in

S, 13.7.26 |
__— upary adhas ca ye loka
bhiimer mitratmajasate
tesam sarstham pramanar ca
bhir-lokasya ca varnaya

O Maitreya (mitra atmaja)! Please describe (varnaya) the planets
above and below the earth (bhtimeh upary adhas ca ye loka), their
appearance, dimensions (tesam samstham pramanam ca), and also
describe the earth (bhur-lokasya ca).

Different planets?




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:
Vidura inquires more in

R 13.7.27 |
DR tiryan-manusa-devanarh
sarisrpa-patattrinam
vada nah sarga-samvyitham
garbha-sveda-dvijodbhidam

Please describe (vada nah) the devatas, humans, animals (tiryan-
manusa-devanam), reptiles, birds (sarisrpa-patattrinam) and
creatures born from wombs, perspiration, eggs and seeds (garbha-
sveda-dvija-udbhidam), and the distribution of these creatures
(sarga-samvyitham).

Categories of living beings and their distributions?




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:
Vidura inquires more in

o 13.7.28 |
P gunavatarair visvasya
sarga-sthity-apyayasrayam
srjatah Srinivasasya
vyacaksvodara-vikramam

Please describe (vyacaksva) the exploits of the lord of Laksmi
(Srinivasasya udara-vikramam), who has created (srjatah) the
authorities for creation, maintenance and destruction of the
universe (visvasya sarga-sthity-apyaya asrayam) through the
gunavataras (guna avataraih).

O

Guna-avataras and Pastimes of the SPOG?




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:

Vidura inquires more in
detail

1 3.7.29 ||

~oinl o varnasrama-vibhagams ca
rapa-sila-svabhavatah
rsinam janma-karmani
vedasya ca vikarsanam

Please describe the divisions of varna and asrama (varnasrama-
vibhagams ca) according to features, behavior, and nature (rtpa-
sila-svabhavatah), as well as the birth and activities of the sages
(rsinam janma-karmani) and the divisions of the Vedas (vedasya
ca vikarsanam).

O

Varnasrama, great Sages and divisions of Vedas




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:

Vidura inquires more in
detail

T 13.7.30 ||

yajiasya ca vitanani
yogasya ca pathah prabho
naiskarmyasya ca sankhyasya
tantrarh va bhagavat-smrtam

O master (prabho)! Please give a detailed description of sacrifice
(yajhasya ca vitanani), and the path of yoga (yogasya ca pathah),
jidana, and sankhya (naiskarmyasya ca sankhyasya) as well as
Narada-pancaratra (tantram va bhagavat-smrtam).

Yoga, jiiana, and sankhya as well as Narada-paficaratra?




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:

Vidura inquires more in
detail

DT 1 3.7.31 ||

pasanda-patha-vaisamyam
pratiloma-nivesanam
jivasya gatayo yas ca
yavatir guna-karmajah

Please describe the trouble caused by the path of the pasandas
(pasanda-patha-vaisamyarn), the situation of pratiloma progeny
(pratiloma-nivesanam), and the destinations of the jivas (jivasya
gatayah yas ca) according to qualities and actions (yavatir guna-
karmajah).

Faithless atheists, Cross breeding and different species of life?




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:

Vidura inquires more in
detail

\_/—
13.7.32 |

dharmartha-kama-moksanam
nimittany avirodhatah
vartaya danda-nites ca
Srutasya ca vidhim prthak

Please describe the methods of dharma, artha, kama and moksa
(dharmartha-kama-moksanam nimittany) which do not contflict
with each other (avirodhatah), and the rules in the scriptures for
professions (vartaya vidhim prthak), in artha-s$astra and in the
Vedas (danda-nites ca Srutasya ca).

-4 purusarthas and rules for profession and for punishment?




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:

Vidura inquires more in
detail

\__/—_—

13.7.33 ||
Sraddhasya ca vidhim brahman
pitfnam sargam eva ca
graha-naksatra-taranam
kalavayava-samsthitim

O brahmana (brahman)! Describe the rules for death rites
(sraddhasya ca vidhim), the creation of the Pitrs (pitfrnar sargam
eva ca), and the positions of the planets, constellations and stars in
divisions of time (graha-naksatra-taranamm kala avayava-
samsthitim).

(0

Death rites, Pitras and Constellation arrangement?




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:

Vidura inquires more in
detail

EAae 13.7.34 |

danasya tapaso vapi
yac cesta-purtayoh phalam
pravasa-sthasya yo dharmo

ya$ ca pumsa utapadi

Please describe the results (phalam) of charity, austerity (danasya
tapaso vapi), agnistoma sacrifice, community services (yat ca ista-
purtayoh), and the authorized actions (yah dharmah) prescribed
for a man in distress (pumsah uta apadi) while traveling (pravasa-
sthasya).

O

Charity, austerity and Sacrifice and duties in different situations?




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:
Vidura inquires more in
detail

\__/_—

I13.7.35 ||
yena va bhagavams tusyed
dharma-yonir janardanah
samprasidati va yesam
etad akhyahi me 'nagha

O sinless one (anagha)! Please tell (akhyahi me) by what acts the
Lord (yena bhagavan), the cause of dharma (dharma-yonih), who
gives to his sakama devotees what they want (janardanah), is
satistied (tusyed), and please describe the sadhana for pleasing the
Lord who gives prema (samprasidati va yesam)?

Process of Completely satistying the SPOG?




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:
Vidura inquires more in
detail

\__/——

13.7.36 |
anuvratanam Sisyanarm
putranam ca dvijottama

anaprstam api brayur
guravo dina-vatsalah

O best of the brahmanas (dvijottama)! Though not asked
(anaprstam api), the gurus who are concerned for the suffering
(guravo dina-vatsalah) teach what is necessary (bruyuh) to their
obedient students (anuvratanam sisyanam) and sons (putranam).

O

Please speak those subjects which I have not asked also.




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:
Vidura inquires more in
detail

\__/——
13.7.37 |

tattvanarn bhagavams tesam
katidha pratisankramah
tatremarn ka upasiran
ka u svid anuserate

How many types ot destruction are there for the various elements
(tattvanam tesarn katidha pratisankramah)?  Who remains
serving the Lord during destruction (ka u svid anuserate), and
who goes to sleep (tatra imam ka upasiran)?

Details about destruction?




Section: SB 3.7.21-38:

Vidura inquires more in
detail

\_/—
13.7.38 |

purusasya ca samsthanarm
svarupam va parasya ca
jiianam ca naigamarn yat tad
guru-Sisya-prayojanam

Please describe knowledge concerning the Lord’s form
(svariipam va parasya ca) and jiva’s position (purusasya ca
sarmsthanam), and the knowledge of the Upanisads (jianam ca
naigamarin) which is necessary tor the student to learn from the
guru (yat tad guru-Sisya-prayojanam).

1 Truths of jivaand 1Svara and essential knowledge of Vedas




Part-V

Vidura declares his
confidence in Maaitreya

(3.7.39-42)



Section: SB 3.7.39-42:
Vidura declares his
confidence in Maaitreya

\_/—
13.7.39 ||

nimittani ca tasyeha
proktany anagha stribhih
svato jhianarh kutah pumsam
bhaktir vairagyam eva va

O sinless Maitreya (anagha)! Tell me about the causes of this
knowledge (tasya mnimittani) as described by the devotees
(suribhih proktany). Can a person (kutah pumsarm) attain
knowledge, bhakti or renunciation (jianam bhaktir vairagyam eva
va) on his own (svatah)?

@

(0

The cause for knowledge is the association of the devotees.




Section: SB 3.7.39-42:
Vidura declares his
confidence in Maitreya

\__/_—
13.7.40 ||

etan me prcchatah prasnan
hareh karma-vivitsaya

brithi me ’jhiasya mitratvad
ajaya nasta-caksusah

Since 1 am ignorant (ajhasya), having lost my sight because of
maya (ajaya nasta-caksusah), I have asked these questions (etan
me prcchatah prasnan) with a desire to know about the pastimes
of the Lord (hareh karma-vivitsaya). Please reply to these
questions (brithi me) since you are a friend (mitratvad).

(0
Reason behind the inquiries




Section: SB 3.7.39-42:
Vidura declares his
confidence in Maitreya

\__/_—

I13.7.41 ||
sarve vedas ca yajnas ca
tapo danani canagha
jivabhaya-pradanasya
na kurviran kalam api

O sinless Maitreya (anagha)! All the Vedas, sacritices (sarve vedas
ca yajnas ca), charity and austerity (tapo danani ca) cannot
compare (na kurviran) with a small particle (kalam api) ot helping
the jiva attain a solution to material existence (jiva abhaya-
pradanasya).

O

Your answers to all these questions will grant immunity from all material miseries.




Section: SB 3.7.39-42:
Vidura declares his
confidence in Maitreya

I 3.7.42 ||
— Sri-Suka uvaca
sa ittham aprsta-purana-kalpah
kuru-pradhanena muni-pradhanah
pravrddha-harso bhagavat-kathayam
sanicoditas tam prahasann ivaha

Sukadeva said: When the best of the Kurus, Vidura (sah kuru-
pradhanena), asked Maitreya in this way (ittham aprsta), the chiet
among sages (muni-pradhanah), capable of explaining the Puranas
(purana-kalpah), inspired to speak about the Lord (bhagavat-
kathayam sancoditah), smiled at Vidura (tam prahasann iva) and
spoke with great joy (pravrddha-harso aha).

(0
Sri Sukadeva Gosvami: Maitreya began to speak to answer Vidura’s questions




