Chapter Seven

Scheduled Incarnations
with Specitic Functions



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.1
brahmovaca—
yatrodyatah ksiti-taloddharanaya bibhrat
kraudim tanum sakala-yajfia-mayim anantah |
antar-maharnava upagatam adi-daityam
tarh damstrayadrim iva vajra-dharo dadara ||

Brahma said: In the great ocean (antar-maharnava) where he strove
(yatra udyatah) to lift up the earth (ksiti-tala uddharanaya), the
infinite Lord (anantah) took the form of a boar (kraudim tanum
bibhrat), the form of all sacrifice (sakala-yajia-mayim), and pierced
Hiranyaksa (adi-daityam dadara) who had come there (upagatam)
with his tusks (darstraya), just as Indra pierces a mountain with his
thunderbolt (adrim vajra-dharo iva).



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.2 |
jato rucer ajanayat suyaman suyajna
akuti-sinur amaran atha daksinayam |
loka-trayasya mahatim aharad yad artim
svayambhuvena manuna harir ity anuktah ||

The Lord called Suyajna (suyajna), the son of Akiti and Ruci
(jato rucer akiti-sinuh), gave birth to the devatas called Suyamas
(ajanayat suyaman amaran) in his wife Daksina (atha
daksinayam). When he relieved the three worlds (loka-trayasya
aharad) of great suffering (mahatim yad artirm), Svayambhuva
named him Hari (svayambhuvena manuna harir ity antuktah).



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.3 ||
jajiie ca kardama-grhe dvija devahaityam
stribhih samarnh navabhir atma-gatim sva-matre |
tice yayatma-$amalam guna-sanga-pankam
asmin vidhaiya kapilasya gatim prapede ||

O Narada (dvija)! The Lord was born in the house of Kardama to
Devahuti (jajiie ca kardama-grhe devahutyam) along with nine
sisters (navabhir stribhih samar), and spoke spiritual knowledge
(Cice atma-gatim) to his mother (sva-matre), by which (yaya)
people of this world (asmin) became puritied (vidhiiya) of the
mud of material association (guna-sanga-pankam) which
contaminates the soul (atma-samalam) and were able to attain the
planet of Kapila in the spiritual world (kapilasya gatim prapede).



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

I12.7.4 |
atrer apatyam abhikanksata aha tusto
datto mayaham iti yad bhagavan sa dattah |
yat-pada-pankaja-paraga-pavitra-deha
yogarddhim apur ubhayim yadu-haihayadyah ||

The Lord (bhagavan), satistied (tustah), said to Atri (atrer aha)
who desired a son (apatyam abhikanksata), “I have given myselt
to you (datto maya aham).” Thus he was called Datta (sa dattah
iti). Those purified by the dust of Dattatreya’s feet (yat-pada-
pankaja-paraga-pavitra-deha), such as Yadu and Haihaya (yadu-
haihaya adyah), attained pertection of yoga (yoga rddhim apuh)
for enjoyment and liberation (ubhayim).



|

Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.5 ||
taptarh tapo vividha-loka-sisrksaya me
adau sanat sva-tapasah sa catuh-sano ’bhit |
prak-kalpa-samplava-vinastam ihatma-tattvam
samyag jagada munayo yad acaksatatman ||

performed austerities for creation of the various planets in the

beginning. From that austerity, which continued for a long time,
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he Lord became the four Kumaras. In this day of Brahma, they
noroughly explained knowledge of the soul which was lost

luring the inundation at the end of the previous day (of Brahma)

and which sages saw directly in their minds.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.6 ||
dharmasya daksa-duhitary ajanista martyam
narayano nara iti sva-tapah-prabhavah |
drstvatmano bhagavato niyamavalopam
devyas tv ananga-prtana ghatitur na Sekuh ||

The Lord was born to Miurti, daughter of Daksa, and wite of
Dharma, as Narayana and Nara, having extraordinary powers of
austerity. The army of Cupid composed of Apsaras seeing that
they could not break their vow, because they were the Supreme
Lord, became stunned out of fear of getting cursed for their

offense.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.7 |
kamam dahanti krtino nanu rosa-drstya
rosam dahantam uta te na dahanty asahyam |
so 'yam yad antaram alarh pravisan bibheti
kamah katharh nu punar asya manah S$rayeta ||

Rudra burns Cupid by his angry glance, but he cannot destroy the
intolerable anger which burns even himself. But anger fears to
enter the Lord’s pure mind. How can lust then take shelter of his
mind?



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.8||
viddhah sapatny-udita-patribhir anti rajio
balo ’pi sann upagatas tapase vanani |
tasma adad dhruva-gatim grnate prasanno
divyah stuvanti munayo yad upary-adhastat ||

Pierced by the arrows of the words of his step-mother, Dhruva,
only a boy, left the King and went to the forest to perform
penance. Being pleased with Dhruva who offered prayers, the
Lord gave him Dhurva-loka, which the seven sages situated above
and below in the sky praise.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.9 ||
yad venam utpatha-gatam dvija-vakya-vajra-
nisplusta-paurusa-bhagarm niraye patantam |
tratvarthito jagati putra-padam ca lebhe
dugdha vastini vasudha sakalani yena ||

When the brahmanas prayed for his appearance, Prthu appeared
and delivered his father Vena who had fallen to hell and whose
powers had been burned up by the thunderbolt words of the
brahmanas. Thus he was worthy of the name putra (son). He
milked the earth of food and other items.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

1 2.7.10 ||
nabher asav rsabha asa sudevi-sanur
yo vai cacara sama-drg jada-yoga-caryam |
yat paramahamsyam rsayah padam amananti
svasthah prasanta-karanah parimukta-sangah ||

Rsabha, who performed jada-yoga, and whose renunciation is
practiced by other sages, was the son of Sudevi and King Nabhi.
He was situated in himself, had controlled senses, and gave up all
material association.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.11 ||
satre mamasa bhagavan haya-$irasatho
saksat sa yajfiia-purusas tapaniya-varnah |
chandomayo makhamayo ’khila-devatatma
vaco babhiivur usatih $vasato ’sya nastah ||

At my sacrifice the Lord, the very form of sacrifice, golden in
color, appeared as Hayagriva. From the breathing of his nostrils
the charming Vedas, complete with meters, sacrifices and prayers
to the devatas, appeared.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.12 ||
matsyo yuganta-samaye manunopalabdhah
ksoni-mayo nikhila-jiva-nikaya-ketah |
visrarsitan uru-bhaye salile mukhan me
adaya tatra vijahara ha veda-margan ||

Matsya, appearing at the end of the manvantara, seen by the
future Vaivasvata Manu, acted as the shelter for the earth and all
the living beings, and taking up the Vedas which has slipped from
my (Brahma’s) mouth into the water, played in the frightening
waters.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

| 2.7.13]]
ksirodadhav amara-danava-yathapanam
unmathnatam amrta-labdhaya adi-devah |
prsthena kacchapa-vapur vidadhara gotram
nidraksano ’dri-parivarta-kasana-kandiuh ||

In the form of a turtle, the Lord held up Mandara Mountain on
his back so that the devatas and Danavas could obtain nectar
from churning the milk ocean, while he took the opportunity to
sleep and relieve himselt of itching by the turning of the
mountain on his back.




Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.14]]
traipistaporu-bhaya-ha sa nrsimha-rtipam
krtva bhramad-bhrukuti-damstra-karala-vaktram |
daityendram asu gadayabhipatantam arad
tirau nipatya vidadara nakhaih sphurantam ||

To remove the devatas’ great fears, taking the form of Nrsimmha,
with frightening face, fangs and frowns, the Lord, after placing
Hiranyakasipu on his thighs, using his claws, tore apart the king
of the Daityas, who had suddenly appeared and rushed towards
him with his club.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

I 2.7.15]]
antah-sarasy uru-balena pade grhito
grahena yutha-patir ambuja-hasta artah |
ahedam adi-purusakhila-loka-natha
tirtha-Sravah $ravana-mangala-namadheya ||

When the king of the elephants was bitten on his foot by a
powerful crocodile while in the water and suffering because ot
that, taking a lotus in his trunk, he cried out, “O first person,
master of all people, famous for puritying, auspicious to the ear!”



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.16l|
Srutva haris tam aranarthinam aprameyas
cakrayudhah patagaraja-bhujadhiradhah |
cakrena nakra-vadanam vinipatya tasmad
dhaste pragrhya bhagavan krpayojjahara ||

The immeasurable Hari, hearing his desire to surrender, holding
the cakra in his hand and mounted on Garuda, attacked the
mouth of the crocodile, grabbed the elephant by his trunk and
mercifully delivered him.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.17 ||
jyayan gunair avarajo 'py aditeh sutanam
lokan vicakrama iman yad athadhiyajiah |
ksmarh vamanena jagrhe tripada-cchalena
yaciam rte pathi caran prabhubhir na calyah ||

The Lord of sacrifice, though younger than the other sons of
Aditi, taking the form of Vamana, surpassing all the worlds by his
step, took the whole earth on the pretext of begging three steps.
Without Vamana begging from him, Bali who followed the path
of dharma, could not be made to give up his wealth.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.18 ||
nartho baler ayam urukrama-pada-saucam
apah sikha -dhrtavato vibudhadhipatyam |
yo vai pratiSrutam rte na cikirsad anyad
atmanam anga manasa haraye ’ bhimene ||

O Narada! Bali did not want the kingdom of heaven he had
previously gained by force, for he held tightly to his head the
water from the feet of Vamana. He did not want to do anything
except fulfill his promise and otfered his body to the Lord with

faith.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.19 ||
tubhyarh ca narada bhrsarm bhagavan vivrddha-
bhavena sadhu paritusta uvaca yogam |
jianam ca bhagavatam atma-satattva-diparm
yad vasudeva-sarana vidur afjasaiva ||

O Narada! The Lord as Hamsa, greatly pleased with your prema,
spoke about bhakti-yoga, knowledge about himselt and also that
knowledge which removes ignorance in the jiva, both of which
the pure devotees understand with joy.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

| 2.7.20 ||
cakram ca diksv avihatam dasasu sva-tejo
manvantaresu manu-vamsa-dharo bibharti |
dustesu rajasu damam vyadadhat sva-kirtim
satye tri-prstha usatim prathayams caritraih ||

During the manvantara, the Lord, as the protector of the dynasty
of Manu, assumed great power like the Sudarsana-cakra, which is
unimpeded in ten directions. He punished the evil kings and
spread his attractive glories up to Satya-loka by his qualities.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.21 ||
dhanvantaris$ ca bhagavan svayam eva kirtir
namna nrnam puru-rujarm ruja asu hanti |
yajiie ca bhagam amrtayur avavarundha
ayusya-vedam anusasty avatirya loke ||

The Lord by the name Dhanvantari, personified fame, quickly
destroyed the diseases of the seriously ill. At the sacrifice,
empowered to give people long life by making them free of
disease, he obtained the portion of nectar taken by the demons,
and, appearing in this world as avatara, founded Ayurveda.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.22 ||
ksatram ksayaya vidhinopabhrtamm mahatma
brahma-dhrug ujjhita-patham narakarti-lipsu |
uddhanty asav avani-kantakam ugra-viryas
trih-sapta-krtva urudhara-parasvadhena ||

With his sharp axe, the greatly powertul Lord twenty-one times
killed the ksatriyas, thorns in the earth, who had committed
violence against the brahmanas, had strayed from the path of the
Vedas, had desired suftering in hell, and thus became an oftering
to death according to the rules.




Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.23 ||
asmat-prasada-sumukhah kalaya kalesa
iksvaku-vamséa avatirya guror nidese |
tisthan vanam sa-dayitanuja avivesa
yasmin virudhya dasa-kandhara artim arcchat ||

The kind Lord, mercitul to all of us, the Llord of all parts,
appeared in the Iksvaku dynasty along with his brothers, and,
following the order of his guru, lived in the forest with
Laksmana. By opposing Rama, Ravana lost his life.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.24 ||
yasma adad udadhir idha-bhayanga-vepo
margam sapady ari-puram haravad didhaksoh |
diire suhrn-mathita-rosa-susona-drstya
tatapyamana-makaroraga-nakra-cakrah ||

The ocean, trembling in fear, filled with groups of crocodiles,
snakes and makaras burning from his hot glances caused by his
rising anger which was due to separation from Sita who was far
away, immediately gave a path to Rama, who desired to burn
Lanka, just as Siva burned Tripura.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

1 2.7.25 ||
vaksah-sthala-sparsa-rugna-mahendra-vaha-
dantair vidambita-kakubjusa tidha-hasam |

sadyo ’subhih saha vinesyati dara-hartur
visphiurjitair dhanusa uccarato ’dhisainye ||

Rama would immediately remove the loud laugh ot Ravana, who
turned the directions white with the fragments ot Airavata’s tusk
which broke when it collided with his chest, just by the twang ot
his bow which moved wondertully through the battlefield.




Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.26 ||
bhiameh suretara-varatha-vimarditayah
klesa-vyayaya kalaya sita-krsna-kesah |
jatah karisyati jananupalaksya-margah
karmam catma-mahimopanibandhanani ||

Krsna, with skillfully bound up hair, whose method of attainment
is unknown to men, having made his appearance to relieve the
earth of the suftfering caused by the armies of demons, and to
relieve the devotees of their pain of separation, will perform
activities whose sweetness will hide his powers.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.27 ||
tokena jiva-haranam yad uluki-kayas
trai-masikasya ca pada sakato pavrttah |
yad ringatantara-gatena divi-sprsor va
unmiilanam tv itaratharjunayor na bhavyam ||

He killed Ptitana when he was just an infant; he overturned the
cart with his three- month-old foot; simply by his crawling
between the two Arjuna trees which touched the heavens, he
uprooted them. Such activities are not possible tor other forms of

the Lord.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.28 ||
yad vai vraje vraja-pasun visa-toya-pitan
palams tv ajivayad anugraha-drsti-vrstya |
tac-chuddhaye’ti-visa-virya-vilola-jihvam
uccatayisyad uragar viharan hradinyam ||

He will bring to life the cows and cowherds who drank the
poisonous water by the shower of his merciful, sweet glance. He
will drive the snake, whose trembling tongue was full ot poison,
from the Yamuna, so that he can play in its waters to purity it of
the poison.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.29 ||
tat karma divyam iva yan nisi nihsayanarm
davagnina suci-vane paridahyamane |
unnesyati vrajam ato ’vasitanta-kalam
netre pidhapya sa-balo 'nadhigamya-viryah ||

When that same night, a fire burns up the forest of reeds dry from
the summer heat, he whose strength cannot be understood, along
with Balarama, will rescue the dozing inhabitants of Vraja for
whom death is certain, by having them close their eyes.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

I12.7.30 ||
grhnita yad yad upabandham amusya mata
Sulbam sutasya na tu tat tad amusya mati |
yaj jrmbhato ’sya vadane bhuvanani gopi
sarhviksya sankita-manah pratibodhitasit ||

Yasoda took rope to bind him up but the rope was not sutficient
to tie him. She also saw in his gaping mouth the universe, and

then, with a worried mind, recovered her affection for him as her
son.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.31 ||
nandam ca moksyati bhayad varunasya pasad
gopan bilesu pihitan maya-stinuna ca |
ahny aprtarm nisi Sayanam atiSramena
lokarh vikuntham upanesyati gokulam sma ||

He will deliver Nanda from the fearful ropes of Varuna and
deliver the cowherd boys hidden in caves by Vyoma. He will take
the inhabitants of Vraja, who will be busy looking for Nanda and

Krsna all day, and fall asleep exhausted at night, to Vaikuntha-
loka.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.32 ||
gopair makhe pratihate vraja-viplavaya
deve ’bhivarsati pasin krpaya riraksuh |
dhartocchilindhram iva sapta-dinani sapta-
varso mahidhram anaghaika-kare salilam ||

When Indra, deprived of sacrifice by the cowherds, showered rain
to tflood Vraja, Krsna, only seven years old, desiring to protect the
cows by his mercy, will etfortlessly hold up Govardhana like an

open umbrella for seven days with one hand, without getting
tired.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

I12.7.33]|
kridan vane nisi nisakara-rasmi-gauryarm
rasonmukhah kala-padayata-mircchitena |
uddipita-smara-rujam vraja-bhrd-vadhtinam
hartur harisyati Siro dhanadanugasya ||

Inclined to perform the rasa dance, Krsna will sport in the night
made white by the rays of the moon, and will cut oft the head of
Sankhaciida, follower of Kuvera, who will attempt to steal the
cowherd men’s wives whose love for Krsna was incited by the
modulations coming from the sweet, low melodies of his tlute.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

12.7.34-35 ||
ye ca pralamba-khara-dardura-kesy-arista-
mallebha-kamsa-yavanah kapi-paundrakadyah |
anye ca $alva-kuja-balvala-dantavakra-
saptoksa-Sambara-vidaratha-rukmi-mukhyah ||

ye va mrdhe samiti-salina atta-capah
kamboja-matsya-kuru-srijjaya-kaikayadyah |
yasyanty adarsanam alam bala-partha-bhima-
vyajahvayena harina nilayam tadiyam ||

The demons headed by Pralambha, Dhenuka, Baka, Kesi, Arista, the wrestlers,
Kuvalayapida, Karhsa, Kalayavana, Dvivida, Paundraka, Silva, Narakasura, Balvala,
Dantavakra, the seven bulls, Sambara, Vidaratha and Rukmi, as well as those with
bow in hand glorious in fighting on the battlefield, such as the Kambojas, Matsyas,
Kurus, Sriijjayas, and Kaikayas will attain sayujya or Vaikuntha by the Lord or
through his instruments Balarama, Arjuna, Bhima and others.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

I12.7.36 |
kalena milita-dhiyam avamrsya nfnam
stokayusam sva-nigamo bata dara-parah |
avirhitas tv anuyugam sa hi satyavatyam
veda-drumam vita-paso vibhajisyati sma ||

The Lord, seeing that the ocean of the Vedas composed by himselt
will be difficult to cross by people whose lives are short and
whose intelligence has been limited by time, will appear in every
kalpa as the son of Satyavati and divide the tree of the Vedas into

branches.




Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

I12.7.37 ||
deva-dvisam nigama-vartmani nisthitanam
purbhir mayena vihitabhir adrsya-tarbhih |
lokan ghnatarh mati-vimoham atipralobham
vesam vidhaya bahu bhasyata aupadharmyam ||

When the demons, fixed in Vedic learning, kill people using
fortresses traveling at great speeds so that they are not seen by the
enemy, built by Maya, the Lord will take the dress of a non-
believer and will speak many alluring heretical doctrines to
bewilder their minds.



Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

I12.7.38 ||
yarhy alayesv api satam na hareh kathah syuh
pasandino dvija-jana vrsala nr-devah |
svaha svadha vasad iti sma giro na yatra
Sasta bhavisyati kaler bhagavan yugante ||

When the topics of the Lord are not heard in the houses of the
devotees, when the brahmanas are heretical, the kings are studras
and the words ot sacrifice svaha, svadha and vasat are not uttered,

the Lord will appear as Kalki at the end of Kali-yuga as the
punisher.




Theme — I Incarnation of the Supreme Lord (1-39)

I12.7.39 ||
sarge tapo ’ham rsayo nava ye prajesah
sthane 'tha dharma-makha-manv-amaravanisah |
ante tv adharma-hara-manyu-vasasuradya
maya-vibhiitaya imah puru-sakti-bhajah ||

The vibhatis of maya, filled with great Sakti, are austerity,
myself, the sages and the nine Prajapatis for creation; dharma,
sacrifice, the Manus, the devatas, and kings for maintenance; and
adharma, Siva, the snakes, and demons for destruction.



Theme — II It is impossible to understand Visnu without receiving
His mercy (40-46)

12.7.40 ||
visnor nu virya-gananarm katamo ’rhatiha
yah parthivany api kavir vimame rajarsi |
caskambha yah sva-rahasaskhalata tri-prstham
yasmat tri-samya-sadanad uru-kampayanam ||

Can even a person (katamo kavih) who is able to count the particles
of dust on earth (yah parthivany rajarsi api vimame) estimate
(arhati) the glories of Visnu (visnoh virya-gananam), who paralyzed
the universe (yah tri-prstham caskambha) by his swift, firm step (sva
askhalata rahasa), which caused trembling (yasmat uru-
kampayanam) starting from the outermost layer of prakrti (tri-samya-
sadanad)?

Verse Summary: One can even count the particles of dust on earth,
but not the limit of Visnu’s glories.



Theme — II It is impossible to understand Visnu without receiving His
mercy (40-46)

I12.7.41 ||
nantam vidamy aham ami munayo ’gra-jas te
maya-balasya purusasya kuto *vara ye |
gayan gunan dasa-Satanana adi-devah
Seso ’dhunapi samavasyati nasya param ||

I and the sages such as the Kumaras (aham ami munayah), who are your
elder brothers (te agra-jah), do not know the limit (na antarn vidamy) of
the strength of the Lord’s material energy (purusasya maya-balasya), what
to speak of others (kuto ye avara). Even Sesa ($esah api), who has been
singing the glories of the Lord (gayan adi-devah gunan) till the present
(adhuna) with his thousand heads (dasa-Sata anana), has not been able to
find an end to them (na asya param samavasyati).

Verse Summary: What to speak of ordinary people, even exalted people
including myself, kumaras etc. do not know the strength of Lord’s material
energy. Even Sesa, with His thousands of heads has not been able to find an
end to them.



Theme — II It is impossible to understand Visnu without receiving His mercy
(40-46)

12.7.42 ||
yesam sa esa bhagavan dayayed anantah
sarvatmanasrita-pado yadi nirvyalikam |
te dustaram atitaranti ca deva-mayam
naisarmn mamaham iti dhih $va-srgala-bhaksye ||

Those to whom (sah yesam) the infinite Lord shows mercy (dayayed bhagavan
anantah) -- when they attain devotees who are surrendered completely to the lotus
feet of the Lord (yadi sarvatmana asrita-pado) and who have no material desires
(nirvyalikam) — cross (atitaranti) the insurmountable ocean of maya (dustaram
deva-mayam) and understand the Lord (ca). They (esarn) are devoid of the
intelligence (na dhih) which thinks in terms of “my body” and the “bodies of my
family members” (mama aham iti) which are worthy food for dogs and jackals
(Sva-srgala-bhaksye).

Verse Summary: When the Lord shows mercy to someone when they surrender to
pure devotees, then they can cross over maya and understand the Lord. Others,
with bodily consciousness, cannot understand the Lord and cross over maya.



Theme — II It is impossible to understand Visnu without receiving His mercy (40-46)

12.7.43-45 ||
vedaham anga paramasya hi yoga-mayam
yuyarn bhavas ca bhagavan atha daitya-varyah |
patni manoh sa ca manus ca tad-atmajas ca
pracinabarhir rbhur anga uta dhruvas ca ||

iksvakur aila-mucukunda-videha-gadhi-
raghv-ambarisa-sagara gaya-nahusadyah |
mandhatr-alarka-satadhanv-anu-rantideva
devavrato balir amurttarayo dilipah ||

saubhary-utanka -Sibi-devala-pippalada-

sarasvatoddhava -parasara-bhurisenah |
ye 'nye vibhisana-hanimad-upendradatta-
partharstisena-vidura-srutadeva-varyah ||

O Narada! I, you, Siva, Prahlada, Sataripa, Svayambhuva, his sons, Pracinabarhi, Rbhu, Anga,
Dhruva, lksvaku, Aila, Mucukunda, Janaka, Gadhi, Raghu, Ambarisa, Sagara, Gaya, Nahusa,
Mandhata, Alarka, Satadhanva, Anu, Rantideva, Bhisma, Bali, Amirttaraya, Dilipa, Saubhari, Utanka,
Sibi, Devala, Pippalada, Dadhici, Uddhava, Parasara, Bhiirisena, Vibhisana, Hanuman, Suka, Arjuna,
Arstisena, Vidura, and Srutadeva know the power of the Lord (veda paramasya yoga-mayarh).

Verse Summary: Is there any example of those who have attained such a mercy?
Yes. I, you Siva etc. know the power of the Lord.



Theme — II It is impossible to understand Visnu without receiving His mercy
(40-46)

12.7.46 ||
te vai vidanty atitaranti ca deva-mayam
stri-Siidra-htina-$abara api papa-jivah |
yady adbhuta-krama-parayana-sila-siksas
tiryag-jana api kim u sruta-dharana ye ||

Women, $adras, Hunas, Sabaras (stri-suidra-hiina-éabara) and other sinfully born
persons also (papa-jivah api) certainly cross over the material world (te vai
atitaranti deva-mayarn) and know the Lord (vidanty) if they learn (yady Siksah)
about the qualities of the devotees of the Lord (adbhuta-krama-parayana-sila). If
even animals can understand (tiryag-jana api), how much more quickly can
humans, who hear from the mouth of guru, understand the Lord (kim u Sruta-
dharana ye)?

Verse Summary: But all these people whom you mentioned are materially very
exalted people (Brahmanas, sages, ksatriyas etc.). So, is material position is a
criteria to attain Lord’s mercy?

No. Even sinful people can cross over maya and know the Lord, if they learn the
qualities of a devotee. Even animals can learn, why not humans?



Theme — III Description of the Paramatma and Brahman features, and
establishing the superiority of the path of Bhakti over the paths to attain
Brahman and Paramatma (47-49)

12.7.47 ||
sasvat prasantam abhayar pratibodha-matram
Suddham samam sad-asatah paramatma-tattvam |
Sabdo na yatra puru-karakavan kriyartho
maya paraity abhimukhe ca vilajjamana ||

tad vai padarh bhagavatah paramasya pumso
brahmeti yad vidur ajasra-sukham visokam |

Paramatma (paramatma-tattvam) is eternally peaceful (sasvat prasantam) and
fearless (abhayam), bestows knowledge (pratibodha-matrarm), is pure (Suddham),
and equal to all (samar sad-asatah). Brahman which is known as (brahma iti yad
viduh) unlimited happiness (ajasra-sukham) and freedom from griet (visokam) is
one aspect of the Supreme Lord (tad vai bhagavatah paramasya purnso padam),
which words with action as their object and words with many case relations
cannot describe (puru-karakavan kriyartho sabdah na yatra). Maya, being
ashamed (maya vilajjamana), cannot stand before the Lord (paraity abhimukhe).

Verse Summaryv: Description of Paramatma and Brahman.



Theme — III Description of the Paramatma and Brahman
features, and establishing the superiority of the path of Bhakti
over the paths to attain Brahman and Paramatma (47-49)

I12.7.48 ||
sadhryan niyamya yatayo yama akarta-hetim
jahyuh svarad iva nipana-khanitram indrah ||

The yogis and sannyasis (yatayah), who concentrated their mind
on brahman and Paramatma (sadhryak niyamya), finally give up
(jahyuh) the sadhana (hetim) of seeing non-ditference (akarta),
being inditferent to that practice (implied), as much as Indra is
indifferent to digging a well (svarad indrah nipana-khanitram
iva).

Verse Summary: The paths to realize Brahman and Paramatma
(jnana and yoga) are inferior to bhakti, as those practitioners
give up those practices atter achieving their goal.



Theme — III Description of the Paramatma and Brahman features, and
establishing the superiority of the path of Bhakti over the paths to attain
Brahman and Paramatma (47-49)

12.7.49 ||
sa Sreyasam api vibhur bhagavan yato ’sya
bhava-svabhava-vihitasya satah prasiddhih |
dehe sva-dhatu-vigame 'nu visiryamane
vyomeva tatra puruso na visiryate ’jah ||

Bhagavan (sah bhagavan) is the bestower of results for all processes
(Sreyasam api vibhuh), and from him alone (yato) the highest perfection of
sidhana (prasiddhih) prescribed by the nature of one’s bhava (bhava-
svabhava-vihitasya) appears (satah). When the body dissolves (dehe anu
visiryamane) after the departure of the dhatus (sva-dhatu-vigame), the jiva
(purusah), being unborn (ajah), is not dissolved (na visiryate), like the
ether in the body (vyoma iva).

Verse Summary: It is Bhagavan, and not Paramatma or Brahman, who
bestows the result of all processes. Even if the body is finished before
perfection, the result is carried over.



Theme — IV Brahma instructs on dissemination of this
knowledge (50-53)

12.7.50 ||
so 'yam te ’bhihitas tata
bhagavan visva-bhavanah |
samasena harer nanyad
anyasmat sad-asac ca yat ||

Bhagavan, maintainer of the universe (bhagavan visva-
bhavanah), has thus been described in summary (samasena te
abhihitah). The universe and jivas (sad-asad) are none other
nan the Lord (harer na anyad), but arise from the Lord who is
ifferent from them (anyasmat).

t!
C

Verse Summary: The essence of chapters 5-7 is “maya tatam
idam sarvam” and “na ca mat sthani bhutani”.



Theme — IV Brahma instructs on dissemination of this
knowledge (50-53)

12.7.51 ||
idarh bhagavatam nama
yan me bhagavatoditam |
sangraho ’yar vibhaitinam
tvam etad vipuli kuru ||

This work called Bhagavatam (idam bhagavatarn nama), spoken
to me by the Lord (yad me bhagavata uditam), is a collection of
the Lord’s vibhiitis (ayam vibhaitinam sangrahah). You should
distribute it everywhere (tvam etad vipuli kuru).

Verse Summary: This work called Bhagavatam, spoken to me by
the Lord, is a collection of the Lord’s vibhutis. You should
distribute it everywhere.



Theme — IV Brahma instructs on dissemination of this knowledge (50-53)

12.7.52 ]
yatha harau bhagavati
nrnam bhaktir bhavisyati |
sarvatmany akhiladhare
iti sankalpya varnaya ||

After making a sankalpa (iti sankalpya), you should speak the Bhagavatam
(varnaya) in such a way that devotion (yatha bhaktih) to Hari, attractor of
the mind (harau), Bhagavan, the blisstul object of worship (bhagavati), the
essence of all worship (sarvatmany) and the fulfiller of all desires
(akhiladhare), will appear in the people of Kali-yuga (nrnam bhavisyati).

Verse Summary: How should I distribute this scripture?
After making a sankalpa, speak the Bhagavatam in such a way that devotion
to Hari will appear in the people of Kali-yuga.



Theme — IV Brahma instructs on dissemination of this knowledge (50-53)

12.7.53 |
mayam varnayato 'musya
1Svarasyanumodatah
Srnvatah Sraddhaya nityam
mayayatma na muhyati

If the jiva (atma) constantly describes maya (nityarn mayar varnayatah)
in relation to the Lord (amusya i$varasya), remembers maya (anumodatah)
or hears about maya with proper faith (Srnvatah sraddhaya), he will not be
bewildered by maya (mayaya na muhyati).

Verse Summary: Pastimes of the Lord -- such as lifting Govardhana -- and
his lilavataras are all spiritual and full of bliss. But the pastimes of the
purusavataras dealing with maya-Sakti are all related to maya. Should one
describe maya or not?

If the jiva constantly describes maya in relation to the Lord, remembers
maya or hears about maya with proper faith, he will not be bewildered by
mava.



Srila Prabhupada about this verse

* The science of learning a subject matter seriously is ditferent
from the sentiments of fanatics.

* Fanatics or fools may consider the Lord's activities in relation
with the external energy to be useless for them, and they may
falsely claim to be higher participants in the internal energy of
the Lord, but factually the Lord's activities in relation with the
external energy and the internal energy are equally good.

* On the other hand, those who are not completely free from the
clutches of the Lord's external energy should devoutly hear
regularly about the activities of the Lord in relation with the
external energy.



Srila Prabhupada about this verse

* They should not foolishly

jump up to the activities of the

internal energy, falsely attracted by the Lord's internal
potential activities like His rasa-lila.

* The cheap reciters of the Bhagavatam are very much

enthusiastic about the Lorc

's internal potential activities, and

the pseudodevotees, absor
talsely jump to the stage ot

bed in material sense enjoyment,
liberated souls and thus fall down

deeply into the clutches of external energy.

* Some of them think that to hear about the pastimes of the
Lord means to hear about His activities with the gopis or about
His pastimes like lifting the Govardhana Hill, and they have
nothing to do with the Lord's plenary expansions as the
purusavataras and Their pastimes of the creation, maintenance
or annihilation of the material worlds.



Srila Prabhupada about this verse

But a pure devotee knows that there is no ditference between
the pastimes of the Lord, either in rasa-lila or in creation,
maintenance or destruction of the material world.

Rather, the descriptions of such activities ot the Lord as the
purusavataras are specifically meant for persons who are in the
clutches of the external energy.

Topics like the rasa-lila are meant for the liberated souls and
not for the conditioned souls.

The conditioned souls, theretore, must hear with appreciation
and devotion the Lord's pastimes in relationship with the
external energy, and such acts are as good as the hearing of
rasa-lila in the liberated stage.



Srila Prabhupada about this verse

A conditioned soul should not imitate the activities of
liberated souls.

Lord Sr1 Caitanya never indulged in hearing the rasa-lila with
ordinary men.

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam, the science of God, the first nine
cantos prepare the ground for hearing the Tenth Canto.

A pure devotee of the Lord, theretore, must begin reading or
hearing Srimad-Bhagavatam from the very beginning, and not
from the Tenth Canto.



Srila Prabhupada about this verse

* We have several times been requested by some so-called
devotees to take up the Tenth Canto immediately, but we have
refrained from such an action because we wish to present
Srimad-Bhagavatam as the science of Godhead and not as a
sensuous understanding for the conditioned souls.

* This is forbidden by such authorities as Sri Brahmaji. By
reading and hearing Srimad-Bhigavatam as a scientific
presentation, the conditioned souls will gradually be promoted
to the higher status of transcendental knowledge after being
freed from the illusory energy based on sense enjoyment.



