Chapter Eight

Questions by King Pariksit



Theme — I Pariksit Maharaj inspires Sukadeva Goswami to speak more
Hari-Katha (1-6)
[ 2.8.1-2 ||
rajovaca—
brahmana codito brahman gunakhyane 'gunasya ca |
yasmai yasmai yatha praha narado deva-darsanah ||

etad veditum icchami tattvam tattva-vidam vara |
harer adbhuta-viryasya katha loka-sumangalah ||

The King said: O brahmana (brahman)! O best of knowers of truth (tattva-
vidar vara)! 1 desire to know (veditum icchami) exactly the truth (etad
tattvarn) that Narada -- seer of Krsna (narado deva-darsanah) and taught by
Brahma (brahmana coditah) -- spoke to others (yasmai yasmai yatha praha)
while explaining the qualities of the Lord (gunakhyane) who is without
material qualities (agunasya). Topics (katha) of the Lord who has
astonishing powers (harer adbhuta-viryasya) are all-auspicious for the world
(loka-sumangalah).

Verse Summary: Please describe about Narada muni’s preaching exploits.



Theme — I Pariksit Maharaj inspires Sukadeva Goswami to
speak more Hari-Katha (1-6)

12.8.3
kathayasva mahabhaga
yathaham akhilatmani |

krsne nivesya nihsangam
manas tyaksye kalevaram ||

O great soul (mahabhaga)! Please speak (kathayasva) so that I
can give up the body (yatha aham tyaksye kalevaram) absorbing
my mind (manah nivesya), devoid of material desires
(nihsangam), in Krsna (krsne) who is the soul of all beings
(akhilatmani).

Verse Summary: Please speak in such a way that I can give up my
body while absorbing my detached mind in Krsna.



Theme — I Pariksit Maharaj inspires Sukadeva Goswami to
speak more Hari-Katha (1-6)

12.8.4
Srnvatah Sraddhaya nityam
grnatas ca sva-cestitam |
kalena natidirghena
bhagavan visate hrdi ||

The Lord (bhagavan) quickly (na ati dirghena) enters the heart of
the devotee (visate hrdi) who with faith (Sraddhaya) continually
hears (Srnvatah nityarn) and chants about the Lord’s activities
(grnatah ca sva-cestitam).

Verse Summary: The Lord quickly enters the heart of one who
taithfully hears about Him.



A

The Fourth Shower of Nectar
IT — 5 obstacles to attainment of Nistha

Verse — 3

Nishtha means to be endowed with the quality of steadiness, or non-
movement (naishchalyam).

Though a person tries for steadiness every day, while the anarthas are still
present, he will not attain steadiness.

This is due to these five persistent obstacles:

Laya (sleep)

Vikshepa (distraction)

Apratipatti (inditference or disinterest in spiritual topics)
Kashaya (tendency toward bad habits)

Rasasvada (taste for material enjoyment).

After the stage of anartha nivritti, when these obstacles are almost
completely destroyed, one achieves steadiness. Thus, the symptom of
nishtha is the absence of the above mentioned obstacles.



The Fourth Shower of Nectar

II — 5 obstacles to attainment of Nistha
Verse — 3

Laya refers to the tendency to sleep during kirtana, shravana and
smarana (japa), in order of increasing tendency.

Vikshepa refers to distraction toward mundane topics while
performing service (i.e., gossiping while doing japa).

Apratipatti refers to the occasional inability to perform kirtana, etc.
in spite of the absence of laya or vikshepa.

Kashaya means the tendency to indulge in anger, greed, pride, etc
due to past bad habit.

Rasasvada refers to inability to absorb the mind in kirtana if one gets
the opportunity for material sense pleasure.



The Fourth Shower of Nectar
Il — 5 obstacles to attainment of Nistha
Verse — 3

* Nishthita bhakti appears in the absence of these faults.

tada rajas-tamo-bhavah
kama-lobhadayas ca ye
ceta etair anaviddham
sthitam sattve prasidati

At that time (tada), being completely free (anaviddham) from the
influences of tama and raja guna (etair rajas-tamo-bhavah), such
as lust, greed and other impurities (kama-lobhadayas ca), the

heart is satistied in a state of goodness (cetah sattve prasidati).
(SB:1.2.19)



The Fourth Shower of Nectar
II — 5 obstacles to attainment of Nistha

Verse — 3

Here the word ca is used in its collective sense to refer to all of
these unwanted qualities.

Thus in the stage of nishtha the modes of ignorance and
passion are no longer present.

However, the words etair anaviddham (no longer aftected by
these) indicate that these impurities are still present to some
slight degree at the stage of nishtha, but do not act as an
obstacle to bhakti.

All traces will be removed when one reaches the stage of bhava.



e

The Fourth Shower of Nectar
II1 — Two types of Nistha
Verse — 3

Nishtha, steadiness, is of two types:

Concerning bhakti directly (sakshat-bhaktir-vartani)
Concerning elements favorable to bhakti (bhakti-anukula vastur-vartini)

Sakshat-bhakti has unlimited forms, still, there are three basic divisions:
bodily, vocal and mental (kayiki, vachiki, manasi).

According to some authorities, first one attains steadiness in bodily
services, then in vocal activities (kirtana, etc.), and finally in mental
activities (remembering, meditation).

Others, however, disagree saying that eagerness to serve the Lord in a
particular manner develops first according to the individual natures of the

devotee, whose bodily, vocal and mental strength may vary.

Their version is that there is no such progression.



The Fourth Shower of Nectar
III — Two types of Nistha
Verse — 3

Elements favorable to bhakti refer to humility, giving respect to others,
friendliness, and mercifulness.

However, sometimes steadiness in such qualities may be seen in a selt-
controlled devotee who has no steadiness in bhakti.

While elsewhere, steadiness in these qualities may not be perceived in an
arrogant devotee who has attained steadiness in bhakti.

In spite of this, by the presence or absence of steadiness in bhakti itself
(sakshat bhakti), rather than in the qualities of bhakti, learned wise men

understand the actual presence or absence of nishtha, steadiness.

Inexperienced perception cannot substantiate the truth.



The Fourth Shower of Nectar
III — Two types of Nistha
Verse — 3

* This is confirmed by the cited verses, bhaktir bhavati naistiki,
with the appearance of naishtiki-bhakti, tada rajas-tamo-
bhavah...etair anaviddham, though traces of the qualities born
of raja and tama guna may be present, they no longer aftect the
devotee.

* In summary, what has been shown is that laxity or intensity of
etffort and ditficulty or ease in performance of devotional
activities, such as hearing and chanting is the criteria of
discriminating the two types of bhakti, namely unsteady and
steady.



Theme — I Pariksit Maharaj inspires Sukadeva Goswami to
speak more Hari-Katha (1-6)

12.8.5 ||
pravistah karna-randhrena
svanam bhava-saroruham |

dhunoti s$amalam krsnah
salilasya yatha sarat ||

Krsna (krsnah), entering (pravistah) the lotus of the heart
(bhava-saroruham) through the ears (karna-randhrena) of the
devotees (svanam), washes away all contamination (dhunoti
Samalam) until it is completely pure like the pools of water in the
autumn seasons (salilasya yatha sarat).

Verse Summary: Krsna, in the form of Hari-katha, enters the
heart through the ears, and washes away all contamination.



Theme — I Pariksit Maharaj inspires Sukadeva Goswami to
speak more Hari-Katha (1-6)

12.8.6 ||
dhautatma purusah krsna-
pada-mulam na muicati |

mukta-sarva-pariklesah
panthah sva-$aranam yatha ||

The person with a pure heart (dhautatma purusah) does not give
up the root of the feet of Krsna (krsna- pada-milarh na mufcati).
He is like a traveler (yatha panthah), who, giving up all
sutferings after earning wealth (mukta-sarva-pariklesah), does
not leave his house (sva-Saranam).

Verse Summary: Such a puritied person does not give up the feet
of Krsna.



13.28.34 ||

evar harau bhagavati pratilabdha-bhavo
bhaktya dravad-dhrdaya utpulakah pramodat
autkanthya-baspa-kalaya muhur ardyamanas

tac capi citta-badisam sanakair viyunkte

The unfortunate yogi who has developed love for the Lord
(evarh harau bhagavati pratilabdha-bhavah), full ot all sweet
qualities, whose heart is somewhat soft because of devotion
(bhaktya dravad-dhrdaya), whose body hairs stand on end in
ecstasy (utpulakah pramodat), who is constantly overcome
with intense tears of joy (autkanthya-baspa-kalaya muhuh
ardyamanah), gradually withdraws ($anakaih viyunkte) his
hook-like mind (citta-badisam) from the Lord’s form (tat).



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

12.8.7 |
yad adhatu-mato brahman
deharambho ’sya dhatubhih |
yadrcchaya hetuna va
bhavanto janate yatha

O brahmana (brahman)! Please explain (implied) whether the
body of the jiva (asya adhatu-matah dehah) made of elements

(dhatubhih) takes place (arambhah) by chance (yadrcchaya) or
by any specific cause (hetuna va) as you understand it (bhavanto

janate yatha).

Verse Summary: Does the material body come to being by
chance, or is there any specitic cause?



Having expressed his enthusiasm for hearing about Krsna,
the first anga of pure bhakti that he cherishes, Pariksit
inquires about subjects to the extent that they may contribute
to the accomplishment of the goals of pure or mixed bhakti.

These questions continue till the end of the chapter.

Wherever even a trace of bhakti appears, it should be
established without aparadha, otherwise Bhakti-devi will not
show mercy.

[t is shown here that one should desire to know about
examples and more examples of bhakti performed by pure
devotees who are fixed in, and cherish, hearing and chanting
about the sweetness of the Lord for the purpose of producing
prema.



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

1 2.8.8l|
asid yad-udarat padmam
loka-sarsthana-laksanam |
yavan ayam vali purusa
iyattavayavaih prthak |
tavan asav iti proktah
sarsthavayavavan iva ||

The purusa (purusah) trom whose belly (yad-udarat) a lotus appears
(padmarn asid) has been described (iti proktah) as having planets as his
limbs (loka-samsthana-laksanam). Though ditferent from the material
human form (prthak) which is endowed with limited limbs (iyatta
avayavaih), he seems similar since he also has limbs (samstha avayavavan).
What is the difference between these two (implied)?

Verse Summary: Is the Lord and the Jiva distinguished simply by the
ditference in the magnitude of the body?



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

12.8.9
ajah srjati bhutani
bhutatma yad-anugrahat |
dadrs$e yena tad-rapam
nabhi-padma-samudbhavah ||

By the mercy of the Lord (yad-anugrahat), Brahma (ajah), the
controller ot the bodies within this universe (bhutatma), arising
from the lotus in the Lord’s navel (nabhi-padma-samudbhavah),
created those bodies (srjati bhuitani) and saw that form (dadrse
tad-rapam).

Verse Summary: Since Brahma appeared from the navel of the
Lord, does he also possess a body similar to the Lord?



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

12.8.10 |
sa capi yatra puruso
visva-sthity-udbhavapyayah |
muktvatma-mayarm mayesah
Sete sarva-guhasayah ||

Please describe (implied) where (yatra) this purusa (sah
purusah), the creator, maintainer and destroyer of the universe
(visva-sthity-udbhava-apyayah), the Lord of maya (mayesah),
dwelling within all beings (sarva-guhasayah), but untouched by
his maya (muktva atma-mayar), lies down (Sete).

Verse Summary: Where does this Karanodakasayi Visnu lie?



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

12.8.11 ||
purusavayavair lokah
sapalah pﬁrva-kalpitﬁ“l |
lokair amusyavayavah
sa-palair iti Susruma ||

The planets (lokah) and their protectors (sa palah) were
previously identitied (purva-kalpitah) with limbs of the purusa
(purusa avayavaih) and the limbs of the purusa (amusya
avayavah) were identified with the planets (lokaih sa-palaih).
This I have heard (iti Susruma). If there are more details please
explain them (implied).

Verse Summary: Are there any more details about the
description of the universal form?



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

12.8.12 ||
yavan kalpo vikalpo va
yatha kalo 'numiyate |

bhiuta-bhavya-bhavac-chabda

ayur-manarn ca yat satah ||

Speak of the kalpas and their subdivisions (yavan kalpo vikalpo
va), how time is perceived (yatha kalo anumiyate) in the past
present and future (bhuita-bhavya-bhavac-sabda) and about the
life spans (ayur-manarm) of the humans, devatas and Pitrs (yat
satah).

Verse Summary: Speak about the divisions of time and about the
life spans ot the humans, devatas and Pitrs.



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

12.8.13]
kalasyanugatir ya tu
laksyate 'nvi brhaty api |
yavatyah karma-gatayo
yadrsir dvija-sattama ||

O brahmana (dvija-sattama)! Speak about the progress of time
(kalasya anugatih) with large and small divisions (ya tu laksyate
anvl brhaty api) and the number (yavatyah) and types (yadrsih)
of destinations achieved by karma (karma-gatayah).

Verse Summary: Speak about the dimensions of time and about
destinations achieved by Karma.



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

12.8.14]l
yasmin karma-samavayo
yatha yenopagrhyate |
gunanam guninarm caiva
parinamam abhipsatam ||

Speak about the bodies (gunanam parinamam)  desired
(abhipsatam) by the jivas (guninam), in which topic you should
explain (yatha) which jiva, by which actions (yasmin karma-
samavayo), receives various results (yena upagrhyate).

Verse Summary: Speak about the various bodies received by the
jivas according to it’s karma.



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

12.8.15]
bhui-patala-kakub-vyoma-
graha-naksatra-bhabhrtam |
sarit-samudra-dvipanam
sambhavas caitad-okasam ||

Speak also about the creation (sambhavah) of the earth, Patala-
loka (bhui-patala), the directions, the sky (kakub-vyoma), the
planets, constellations (graha-naksatra), mountains
(bhubhrtam), rivers, oceans and islands (sarit-samudra-
dvipanam), the creation of the various inhabitants and what jivas
attain those places (sambhavah ca etad-okasam).

Verse Summary: Please speak about vedic cosmology.



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

| 2.8.16||
pramanam anda-kosasya
bahyabhyantara-bhedatah |
mahatam canucaritam
varnasrama-viniscayah ||

Speak about the dimensions of universe (pramanam anda-
kosasya) outside and inside (bahya abhyantara-bhedatah), the
activities of great souls (mahatarmn ca anucaritam) and the
definition of varnasrama (varnasrama-viniscayah).

Verse Summary: Speak about the dimensions of the universe,
about the activities of great souls and about the definition of
varnasrama.



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

I12.8.17 ||
yuganl yuga-manam ca
dharmo yas$ ca yuge yuge |
avataranucaritam
yad ascaryatamarn hareh ||

Please describe the various yugas (yugani), their durations (yuga-
manam ca), their dharmas (dharmo yah ca yuge yuge), and the
astonishing activities of the yugavataras of the Lord (hareh
ascarya tamarn avatara anucaritam).

Verse Summary: Pls speak about the wvarious yugas, their
durations, the yuga dharmas, and the pastimes of the

yugavataras.



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

| 2.8.18 ||
nrnam sadharano dharmah
savisesas ca yadrsah |
Sreninam rajarsinam ca
dharmah krcchresu jivatam ||

Speak about the general dharma for all men, bhakti (nrnam
sadharano dharmah), and the various dharmas according to birth
(sa visesah ca yadrsah). Speak of the dharmas of the vaiSya and
kings (Sreninarn rajarsinam ca), and the dharma when it is
impossible to perform one’s regular occupation (dharmah
krcchresu jivatam).

Verse Summary: Speak about the various types ot dharma.



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

I 2.8.19 ||
tattvanam parisankhyanarm
laksanam hetu-laksanam |
purusaradhana-vidhir
yogasyadhyatmikasya ca ||

Please enumerate the elements (tattvanam parisankhyanarm) and
describe their principal qualities (laksanam) as well as their
etfects (hetu-laksanam). Describe the rules for worshipping the
purusavataras (purusa aradhana-vidhih). Describe their activities,
and the rules for astanga-yoga mixed with bhakti (yogasya
adhyatmikasya ca).

Verse Summary: Speak about the elements and their
characteristics, about the rules for worshipping the Purusavataras,
and about bhakti misra yoga.



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

1 2.8.20 ||
yogesvaraiSvarya-gatir
linga-bhangas tu yoginam |
vedopaveda-dharmanam
itihasa-puranayoh ||

Speak about the position of power achieved by great devotees
(yogesvara aisvarya-gatih), about the destruction of the subtle
bodies of the yogis (linga-bhangas tu yoginam), and about the
conclusions of Vedas, Upavedas, itihasas and Puranas (veda-
upaveda-dharmanam itihasa-puranayoh).

Verse Summary: Speak about the position attained by great
devotees, about the destruction of subtle bodies ot the yogis, and
about the conclusion of the vedic scriptures.



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

12.8.21 ||
samplavah sarva-bhiitanam
vikramah pratisankramabh |

ista-partasya kamyanam
tri-vargasya ca yo vidhih ||

Please describe the deliverance from samsara (bhakti)
(samplavah sarva-bhutanam), what is favorable and untavorable
tfor bhakti (vikramah pratisankramah), and the rules (vidhih) for
vedic, smarta and kdmya activities (ista-purtasya kamyanam) as
well as for artha, dharma and kama (tri-vargasya ca).

Verse Summary: Speak about deliverance from samsara, about
what is favorable and unfavorable for bhakti, and about the
various types of karma.



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

| 2.8.22 ||
yo vanusayinar sargah
pasandasya ca sambhavah |
atmano bandha-moksau ca
vyavasthanam sva-rapatah ||

Please describe the appearance of the jivas who were merged in
the Lord at devastation (yah va anusayinam sargah) and the
creation of the imposters (pasandasya ca sambhavah). Describe
bondage and liberation of the conditioned jivas (atmano bandha-
moksau ca) and the condition of the eternally liberated jivas (sva-
ripatah vyavasthanam).

Verse Summary: Pls speak about reappearance of jivas after
pralaya, about the appearance of pasandis, and about the nitya-

siddhas.



Theme-II Questions by Pariksit Maharaj (7-23)

12.8.23 ||
yathatma-tantro bhagavan
vikridaty atma-mayaya |
visrjya va yatha mayam
udaste saksivad vibhuh ||

Describe how the supremely independent Krsna (yatha atma-
tantrah bhagavan) carries out pastimes (vikridaty) using his
yoga-maya potency (atma-mayaya), and after creating special
pastimes of disappearance (visrjya va yatha mayam), remains
indifferent to them (udaste), like a superficial witness
(saksivad).

Verse Summary: How does the Lord perform His lila using His
yoga-maya and then disappears without any attachment?



Theme-III Pariksit Maharaj again inspires Sukadeva Goswami
to speak more (24-29)

12.8.24 ||
sarvam etac ca bhagavan
prcchato me ‘nupiirvasah |
tattvato ‘rhasy udaharturn
prapannaya maha-mune ||

O great sage (maha-mune)! O lord (bhagavan)! You should
truthfully declare (tattvato udaharturn arhasy) all of this (etad
sarvam) and even what I have not asked (ca) in sequence to me
(me anupurvasah), who have asked (prcchatah), as a soul
surrendered to you (prapannaya).

Verse Summary: Please answer as I have surrendered unto you.



Theme-III Pariksit Maharaj again inspires Sukadeva Goswami
to speak more (24-29)

12.8.25 ||
atra pramanam hi bhavan
paramesthi yathatma-bhiuh |
apare canutisthanti
purvesam purva-jaih krtam ||

Among all sages (atra), you are the authority (pramanarm hi
bhavan) like Brahma (atma-bhith paramesthi yatha), while
others among the previous sages (apare purvesam) perform
actions (anutisthanti) in accordance to what was done by
previous knowers (ptrva-jaih krtam).

Verse Summary: Among all the other sages, you are the authority
as your knowledge is in parampara.



Theme-III Pariksit Maharaj again inspires Sukadeva Goswami to
speak more (24-29)

1 2.8.26 ||
na me ’savah parayanti
brahmann anasanad ami |
pibato ’cyuta-piyiisam
tad vakyabdhi-vinihsrtam ||

O brahmana (brahmann)! My life airs are not disturbed (na me
asavah parayanti) from fasting (anasanad ami) since I am drinking the
nectar of Krsna (pibato acyuta-piyiisam) which is flowing down from
the ocean of your speeches (tad vakya abdhi-vinihsrtam). Theretore
quickly tell me Krsna’s pastimes (implied).

Verse Summary: | am certainly not atfected by hunger or thirst since I
am drinking the nectar of Krsna which is tlowing from your mouth.
Pleaase continue.



Theme-III Pariksit Maharaj again inspires Sukadeva Goswami
to speak more (24-29)

12.8.27 ||
suta uvaca—
sa upamantrito rajina
kathayam iti sat-pateh |
brahmarato bhrsam prito
visnuratena sarsadi ||

Suta said: Being requested by the King (iti upamantrito rajna
visnuratena) in the assembly (samsadi) about Krsna’s pastimes
(sat-pateh kathayam), Sukadeva was greatly pleased (sah
brahmarato bhrsam pritah).

Verse Summary: Thus being questioned, Sukadeva was greatly
pleased.



Theme-III Pariksit Maharaj again inspires Sukadeva Goswami
to speak more (24-29)

I 2.8.28 ||
praha bhagavatam nama
puranarm brahma-sammitam |
brahmane bhagavat-proktam
brahma-kalpa upagate ||

He spoke the scripture called Bhagavatam (praha bhagavatam
nama puranam), the essence of the Vedas (brahma-sammitam),
which was spoken by the Lord to Brahma (brahmane bhagavat-
proktam) in the first kalpa (brahma-kalpa upagate).

Verse Summary: He spoke this Bhagavatam which was spoken by
Lord to Brahma.



Theme-III Pariksit Maharaj again inspires Sukadeva Goswami
to speak more (24-29)

12.8.29 ||
yad yat pariksid rsabhah
pandinam anuprcchati |
anupurvyena tat sarvam
akhyatum upacakrame ||

Sukadeva began to explain (akhyatum upacakrame) according to
topic (anupurvyena) all that Pariksit (yad yat pariksid tat
sarvam), the best of the Pandavas (pandanam rsabhah), has
asked (anuprcchati).

Verse Summary: Sukadev Goswami started to answer.



