Canto 2 Chapter 9

Answers by Citing the
Lord's Version

Manifestation of the
Bhagavatam



12.8.7 |

yad adhatu-mato brahman
deharambho ’sya dhatubhih |
yadrcchaya hetuna va
bhavanto janate yatha

O brahmana (brahman)! Please explain (implied) whether the
body (deha) of the jiva (asya adhatu-matah) made of elements
(dhatubhih) takes place (arambhah) by chance (yadrcchaya) or
by any specific cause (hetuna va) as you understand it (bhavanto

janate yatha).



Theme — I Answer to Pariksit Maharaj’s question about the cause of Jiva
getting a material body (1-3)

12.9.1]]

Sri-Suka uvaca
atma-mayam rte rajan
parasyanubhavatmanabh |
na ghatetartha-sambandhah
svapna-drastur ivanjasa ||

Sukadeva said: A relationship of the jiva with his body and senses (artha-
sambandhah) does not actually take place (na ghateta) through avidya-sakti
of the Lord (atma-mayam rte), because the jiva is superior to matter
(parasya), being full of knowledge (anubhava atmanah). He is like the
dreamer seeing his dream body (svapna-drastur iva anjasa).

Verse Summary: The relationship between the body and the jiva is unreal. It
is just like a dream which is created by the maya potency of the Lord.



13.9.8 |

ksut-trt-tridhatubhir ima muhur ardyamanah
Sitosna-vata-varasair itaretarac ca
kamagninacyuta-rusa ca sudurbharena
sampasyato mana urukrama sidate me || 8 ||

My mind (me manah) becomes disheartened (sidate) on seeing
(sampasyato) these living entities (imah) constantly suffering
(muhur ardyamanah) from hunger, thirst, vata, pitta, Slesma
(ksut-trt-tridhatubhir); tfrom heat, cold, wind and rain ($ita-usna-
vata-varasair); from each other (itara itarat ca); and from the
unendurable fire of lust (acyuta kamagnina) and continuous
anger (rusa ca sudurbharena).



13.9.9 |

yavat prthaktvam idam atmana indriyartha-
maya-balarm bhagavato jana i$a pasyet
tavan na sarmsrtir asau pratisankrameta

vyarthapi duhkha-nivahar vahati kriyartha

As long as people (yavat janah) see (pasyet) only the condition of
the jiva’s body (idam atmana prthaktvam), possessing the
strength of the Lord’s maya (bhagavato maya-balam) in the form
of sense objects (indriya artha), the jiva’'s material existence
(tavad asau samisrtih), though insubstantial (vyartha api), will
not be destroyed (ma pratisankrameta). It produces great
sutfering (duhkha-nivaharn vahati) and giving results for all
actions (kriya artha).



Theme — I Answer to Pariksit Maharaj’s question about the
cause of Jiva getting a material body (1-3)

12.9.2 ||
bahu-rapa ivabhati
mayaya bahu-rapaya |
ramamano gunesv asya
mamaham iti manyate ||

The jiva appears to be of many ditferent forms (bahu-rapa iva
abhati) through maya (mayaya) because of the variety of
dispositions of the jiva (bahu-rapaya). The jiva, enjoying the
gunas (ramamano gunesv asya), thinks in terms of “me” and
“mine.” (mama aham iti manyate)

Verse Summary: The jiva, by the influence of maya, appears to be
of ditferent forms. Thus enjoying the gunas, he thinks in terms of
“me” and “mine”.



Theme — I Answer to Pariksit Maharaj’s question about the
cause of Jiva getting a material body (1-3)

12.9.3 ||
yarhi vava mahimni sve
parasmin kala-mayayoh |
rameta gata-sammohas
tyaktvodaste tadobhayam ||

Certainly when the jiva becomes attached (yarhi vava rameta) to
the great Lord (sve mahimni) who is difterent from time and
maya (parasmin kala-mayayoh), having given up both time and
maya (tyaktva tada ubhayam), free of illusion (gata-sammohah),
he remains detached (udaste).

Verse Summary: But, when the jiva gets attached to the Lord, be
becomes free of illusion.



Theme-II Setting the platform for Lord-Brahma conversation (4-
8)

12.9.4
atma-tattva-viSuddhy-artham
yad aha bhagavan rtam |
brahmane darsayan rtipam
avyalika-vratadrtah ||

Worshipped by sincere devotion (avyalika-vrata-adrtah),
revealing his true, spiritual form (darsayan rtam rapam), the
Lord spoke to Brahma the four essential verses of Bhagavatam
(bhagavan brahmane aha) in order to give knowledge about
himself (atma-tattva-viSuddhy-artham).

Verse Summary: When Brahma worshipped the Lord with sincere
devotion, the Lord spoke the catuh sloki in order to give
knowledge about Himself to Brahma.



Theme-II Setting the platform for Lord-Brahma conversation (4-8)

12.9.5 ||
sa adi-devo jagatar paro guruh
svadhisnyam asthaya sisrksayaiksatal
tarmh nadhyagacchad drsam atra sammatam
prapafca-nirmana-vidhir yaya bhavet ||

Brahma, the original devata (sa adi-devah), the instructor ot bhakti for
the world (jagatam paro guruh), situated on his lotus (sva dhisnyam
asthaya), considered how to carry out creation (sisrksaya aiksata). He
could not attain (na adhyagacchad) the proper knowledge (sammatam
drsam) by which (yaya) the universe could be created (prapafca-
nirmana-vidhir bhavet).

Verse Summary: Brahma, sitting on the lotus, considered how to carry
out creation. But he could not get the right knowledge.



Theme-II Setting the platform for Lord-Brahma conversation (4-8)

12.9.6 ||
sa cintayan dvy-aksaram ekadambhasy
upasrnod dvir-gaditar vaco vibhuh |
sparsesu yat sodasam ekavirms$arm
niskificananam nrpa yad dhanam viduh ||

While Brahma was contemplating how to carry out the creation of the
universe (ekada sa cintayan), he heard twice close by (upasrnod dvir-
gaditam) in the water (ambhasy) a word of two syllables (dvy-
aksaram), tapa, composed of the sixteenth and twenty-first sounds ot
the alphabet (sparsesu yat sodasam ekavimsarn), which is known as
(yad viduh) the wealth of the devotees with no material desire
(niskincananam dhanam).

Verse Summary: While he was thus contemplating, he heard the
words “tapa tapa”.



Theme-II Setting the platform for Lord-Brahma conversation (4-8)

12.9.7 ||
nisamya tad-vaktr-didrksaya diso
vilokya tatranyad apasyamanabh |
svadhisnyam asthaya vimrs$ya tad-dhitam
tapasy upadista ivadadhe manabh ||

Hearing those words (nisamya), he looked in all directions (diso vilokya),
desiring to see the speaker of those words (tad-vaktr-didrksaya), but could
not see anything except himself (tatra anyad apasyamanah). He again sat on
the lotus (sva dhisnyam asthaya) and, considering the instruction to be
beneficial (vimrsya tad-hitarn), he concentrated his mind on meditation
(tapasy adadhe manah), as if personally instructed (upadista iva).

Verse Summary: Hearing these words, he saw in all directions, but could not
see the speaker. He then considered the instruction to be beneficial and
concentrated his mind on meditation.



Theme-II Setting the platform for Lord-Brahma conversation (4-8)

1 2.9.8]|
divyarh sahasrabdam amogha-darsano
jitanilatma vijitobhayendriyah |
atapyata smakhila-loka-tapanam
tapas tapiyams tapatam samahitah ||

Brahma, the best among the meditators (tapiyarns tapatam), having fruitful
vision (amogha-darsanah), concentrating his mind, controlling his pranas
(jita-anila-atma), action senses and knowledge senses (vijita ubhaya
indriyah), performed meditation (atapyata sma tapah samahitah), which
would manifest all the planets (akhila-loka-tapanam), for a thousand
celestial years (divyam sahasrabdam).

Verse Summary: He thus performed tapasya for 1000 celestial years by
controlling his senses.



Theme-IIl Brahma’s Maha Vaikuntha Darshan (9-18)

12.9.9 ||
tasmai sva-lokarm bhagavan sabhajitah
sandarsayam asa param na yat-param |
vyapeta-sanklesa-vimoha-sadhvasam
sva-drstavadbhir vibudhair abhistutam ||

The Lord, gratified by his worship (bhagavan sabhajitah), showed
Brahma Maha-vaikuntha (tasmai sva-lokam sandarsayam asa), to
which nothing is superior (param na yat-param), which is free
(vyapeta) of sulfering (sanklesa), confusion (vimoha) and fear of
offenses (sadhvasarm) and which is praised by the devatas (vibudhair
abhistutam) who constantly see the selt (sva-drstavadbhir).

Verse Summary: Gratitied by Brahma’s worship, the Lord showed the
most exalted Maha-Vaikuntha planet.



Theme—III Brahma’s Maha Vaikuntha Darshan (9-18)

12.9.10 ||
pravartate yatra rajas tamas tayoh
sattvarm ca miSram na ca kala-vikramah |
na yatra maya kim utapare harer
anuvrata yatra surasurarcitah ||

In Vaikuntha (yatra) there is no (na pravartate) rajas or tamas (rajas
tamas), and no sattva mixed with rajas and tamas (sattvarm ca tayoh
misram). There is no intluence of time (na ca kala-vikramah). There
is no influence of maya at all (na yatra maya), what to speak of its
products such as material elements (kim uta apare). In Vaikuntha the
inhabitants are fully dedicated to the Lord (yatra harer anuvrata) and
are worshippable by the devas, asuras and devotees (sura asura
arcitah).

Verse Summary: That abode is free from the influence ot the modes,
time, maya etc. All the inhabitants are fully dedicated to the Lord.



Theme-III Brahma’s Maha Vaikuntha Darshan (9-18)

12.9.11-12 ||
Syamavadatah Sata-patra-locanah
pisanga-vastrah surucah supesasah |
sarve catur-bahava unmisan-mani-
praveka-niskabharanah suvarcasah |
pravala-vaidirya-mrnala-varcasah
parisphurat-kundala-mauli-malinah ||

The inhabitants of Vaikuntha are dark in complexion (Syama) and effulgent
(avadatah). They have lotus eyes (Sata-patra-locanah), yellow cloth (pisanga-
vastrah), and pleasing demeanor (surucah) and are youthful (supesasah). They all
have four arms (sarve catur-bahava) and wear ornaments of the best shining
jewels (unmisan-mani-praveka-niskabharanah). They have all splendors
(suvarcasah). Some are colored red, yellow or white (pravala-vaidarya-mrnala-
varcasah). They wear glittering earrings, crowns and garlands (parisphurat-
kundala-mauli-malinah).

Verse Summary: The inhabitants of Vaikuntha were dark in complexion,
etfulgent, had a pleasing demeanour, and were youthful. They were dressed in
dazzling garments and ornaments.



Theme—-IIl Brahma’s Maha Vaikuntha Darshan (9-18)

12.9.13]
bhrajisnubhir yah parito virajate
lasad-vimanavalibhir mahatmanam |
vidyotamanah pramadottamadyubhih
savidyud abhravalibhir yatha nabhah ||

That eftulgent place is filled (bhrajisnubhir yah paritah virajate)
with shining air vehicles (lasad-vimana avalibhih) belonging to
the inhabitants (mahatmanam), and shines with the forms of
divine women (vidyotamanah pramada uttama adyubhih). The
planet appears to be a sky (yatha nabhah) filled with clouds
(abhravalibhir) and tlashing lightning (sa vidyud).

Verse Summary: The sight of the inhabitants traveling with their
consorts in shining airplanes looks like the sky is filled with
clouds and tlashing lightning.



Theme—-IIl Brahma’s Maha Vaikuntha Darshan (9-18)

12.9.14]]

Srir yatra rapiny urugaya-padayoh
karoti manam bahudha vibhuatibhih |
prenkham srita ya kusumakaranugair

viglyamana priya-karma gayati ||

There in Vaikuntha (yatra), beautiful Laksmi ($rir rapiny)
worships (karoti manarn) the feet of the Lord (urugaya-padayoh)
along with her many associates (bahudha vibhatibhih). Sitting
on a swing (prenkham srita), praised by the bees (kusumakara
anugaih vigiyamana), she sings about the activities ot the Lord
(ya priya-karma gayati).

Verse Summary: Sometimes Mother Lakshmi is serving the feet
of the Lord there, and at other times she is singing the glories ot
the Lord while sitting on a swing.



Theme-IIl Brahma’s Maha Vaikuntha Darshan (9-18)

1 2.9.15]|
dadarsa tatrakhila-satvatam patim
Sriyah patim yajha-patim jagat-patim |
sunanda-nanda-prabalarhanadibhih
sva-parsadagraih parisevitarn vibhum ||

Brahma saw the Lord (tatra dadarsa vibhum), the Lord of all the
devotees in Vaikuntha (akhila-satvatarn patimm), the Lord of
Laksmi (Sriyah patim), the Lord of sacrifice (yajha-patim) and
the Lord of the universe (jagat-patim), served (parisevitarn) by
his chief followers (sva-parsada agraih) such as Sunanda, Nanda,
Prabala and Arhana (sunanda-nanda-prabala-arhana adibhih).

Verse Summary: The Lord was served by His chiet flollowers
such as Sunanda, Nanda, Prabala and Arhana.



Theme—III Brahma’s Maha Vaikuntha Darshan (9-18)

12.9.16||
bhrtya-prasadabhimukharm drg-asavam
prasanna-hasaruna-locanananam |
kiritinam kundalinam catur-bhujam
pitamSukar vaksasi laksitam Sriya ||

The Lord, desiring to give mercy to his servants (bhrtya-prasada-
abhimukham), was a joy to the eyes of the devotees (drg-asavam). He
had a joytul smile (prasanna-hasa) and eyes tinged with red (aruna-
locana-ananam). He had a crown on his head, and wore earrings
(kiritinamm kundalinam). He had four arms (catur-bhujar), wore
yellow cloth (pitamsukam) and on the left side of his chest was a
golden line (vaksasi laksitar Sriya).

Verse Summary: The beautiful Lord’s smiling countenance indicated
His desire to give mercy to His servants. He had 4 arms and had the
Srivatsa mark on His chest.



Theme—III Brahma’s Maha Vaikuntha Darshan (9-18)

12.9.17 ||
adhyarhaniyasanam asthitam param
vrtam catuh-sodasa-panca-saktibhih |

yuktamm bhagaih svair itaratra cadhruvaih
sva eva dhaman ramamanam isvaram ||

He saw the Lord seated on his praiseworthy throne (adhy arhaniya
asanam asthitam pararm), who was surrounded (vrtam) by the four,
sixteen and five energies (catuh-sodasa-panca-saktibhih), who was
endowed with natural powers (yuktarn bhagaih svaih) and the
temporary powers of all other powertul beings (itaratra ca
adhruvaih), and who enjoyed in that spiritual abode (sva eva dhaman
ramamanam isvaram).

Verse Summary: The Lord was sitting on a praiseworthy throne
surrounded by His energies, His natural and temporary powers.



Theme—-IIl Brahma’s Maha Vaikuntha Darshan (9-18)

12.9.18 ||
tad-darsanahlada-pariplutantaro
hrsyat-tanuh prema-bharasru-locanah|
nanama padambujam asya visva-srg
yat paramahamsyena pathadhigamyate ||

The creator of the universe, Brahma (visva-srg), filled with joy on
seeing the Lord (tad-darsana ahlada paripluta antaro), with hair
standing on end (hrsyat-tanuh) and tears in his eyes (prema-
bhara asru-locanah), offered respects to the feet of the Lord
(nanama asya padambujam) which are attained by the path of
bhakti (yat paramahamsyena patha adhigamyate).

Verse Summary: In great ecstasy Brahmaji otfered respects to the
Lord.



Theme-IV Lord expresses His pleasure and invites Brahma to ask for
benedictions (19-24)

12.9.19 ||
tarh priyamanarn samupasthitar kavim
praja-visarge nija-$asanarhanam|
babhasa 1sat-smita-Socisa gira
priyah priyam prita-manah kare spré$an ||

The Lord (priyah), overjoyed, filled with prema for Brahma (priyam prita-
manah), touching Brahma with his hand because of his love for him
(samupasthitam kavim kare sprsan), with words lit by a slight smile (isat-
smita-Socisa gira), spoke to Brahma, who was filled with prema on seeing
the Lord (tarh priyamanam babhasa), and who was worthy of following the
Lord’s command (nija-$asana arhanam) for creating the universe (praja-
visarge).

Verse Summary: The Lord, overjoyed with Brahma, smilingly touched his
hands and spoke to him.



Theme-IV Lord expresses His pleasure and invites Brahma to ask for
benedictions (19-24)

12.9.20 ||
Sri-bhagavan uvaca —
tvayaham tositah samyag
veda-garbha sisrksaya |
ciram bhrtena tapasa
dustosah kita-yoginam ||

The Lord said: O Brahma (veda-garbha)! I am completely satistied
with you (tvaya aharm tositah samyag) for performing long penance
(cirarh bhrtena tapasa) in order to carry out creation of the universe
(sisrksaya). I cannot be satistied (dustosah) with the penances of the
greatest of yogis (kiita-yoginam).

Verse Summary: [ am very much pleased by your long austerities. 1
cannot be satistied with penances of the greatest of yogis.



Theme-IV Lord expresses His pleasure and invites Brahma to
ask for benedictions (19-24)

12.9.21 ||
varam varaya bhadram te
varesam mabhivanchitam |
brahman chreyah-parisSramah
purnso mad-darsanavadhih ||

O Brahma (brahman)! All auspiciousness to you (bhadram te)!
Please ask (varaya) your desired benediction (abhivanchitam
varam) from me (mam), who can award all benedictions
(varesam). Endeavours in the process of bhakti (pumso sreyah-
pariSramah) end in seeing me (imad-darsana avadhih).

Verse Summary: Please ask for a benediction, though the highest
benediction that one can receive through devotional service is
getting My Darshan.



Theme-IV Lord expresses His pleasure and invites Brahma to
ask for benedictions (19-24)

12.9.22 ||
manisitanubhavo ’yam
mama lokavalokanam |

yad upasrutya rahasi
cakartha paramam tapah ||

Seeing my planet (mama loka avalokanam) reveals all knowledge
(manisita anubhavah). Also by my mercy, you previously heard
my instructions (yad upasrutya) when you were all alone
(rahasi) and performed the greatest austerity (cakartha paramam
tapah).

Verse Summary: Also, darshan of My planet reveals all
knowledge. By My mercy, you previously heard my instructions
when you were alone and performed great austerities.



Theme-IV Lord expresses His pleasure and invites Brahma to
ask for benedictions (19-24)

12.9.23 ||
pratyadistarh maya tatra
tvayi karma-vimohite |
tapo me hrdayam saksad
atmaharh tapaso’magha ||

Those words were spoken by me (pratyadistarh maya tatra)
when you were bewildered about how to create the universe in
the beginning (tvayi karma-vimohite). O sinless Brahma
(anagha)! Austerity for attaining me is my heart (tapo me
hrdayam saksad), and I am the soul of that austerity (atma aham
tapasah).

Verse Summary: [ only spoke those words. I am very pleased
with that austerity which is done for My pleasure.



Theme-IV Lord expresses His pleasure and invites Brahma to
ask for benedictions (19-24)

12.9.24 ||
srjami tapasaivedar
grasami tapasa punah |
bibharmi tapasa visvam
viryarh me duscaram tapah ||

By austerity I create (srjami tapasa eva), destroy (grasami tapasa)
and maintain (bibharmi tapasa) the universe again and again
(idam visvamm punah). My power arises from intense austerity
(viryarh me duscarar tapah).

Verse Summary: In fact, I create, maintain and destroy this
material universe only by austerity. My power arises from intense
austerity.



Theme-V Questions by Brahmaji (25-32)

12.9.25 ||
brahmovaca —
bhagavan sarva-bhiitanam
adhyakso’vasthito guham |
veda hy apratiruddhena
prajihanena cikirsitam ||

Brahma said: O Supreme Lord (bhagavan)! You, the controller of
all beings (sarva-bhtitanam adhyaksah), are situated in their
hearts (guham avasthitah). You know what all beings desire to do
(veda hy cikirsitam) by unimpaired intelligence (apratiruddhena

prajiianena).

Verse Summary: You are situated in everyone’s hearts. Theretfore,
you know what I desire.



Theme-V Questions by Brahmaji (25-32)

12.9.26 ||
tathapi nathamanasya
natha nathaya nathitam |
paravare yatha rape
janiyam te tv artaipinah ||

O master (natha)! Though you know everyone’s desire (tathapi),
please bestow (nathaya) what is requested to me (nathitam), who
am requesting (nathamanasya), so that (yatha) I can understand
(janiyar) the spiritual and material forms (para avare riape) of
you (te) who have no material form (tu artpinah).

Verse Summary: Even though You know everyone’s desire, I am
still requesting You. Please explain to me about Your spiritual and
material forms.



Theme-V Questions by Brahmaji (25-32)

12.9.27-28 ||
yathatma-maya-yogena nana-$akty-upabrmbhitam |
vilumpan visrjan grhnan bibhrad atmanam atmana ||

kridasy amogha-sankalpa tirnanabhir yathornute |
tatha tad-visayam dhehi manisar mayi madhava ||

O Lord whose desire is never obstructed (amogha-sankalpa)! O Madhava (madhava)!
Destroying, creating, and maintaining (vilumpan visrjan bibhrad) the material world
(atmanam) composed of various energies (nana-sakty-upabrmhitam) by your material
energy (atma-maya-yogena), and, manifesting your spiritual form by your own power
(atmana grhnan), you perform pastimes (kridasy), just as a spider creates a web (yatha
arnanabhih arnute).

And by your spiritual energy (atma-maya-yogena), by hiding or manifesting various forms
and maintaining those forms for your devotees (atmanam vilumpan visrjan bibhrad), you
perform pastimes (kridasy), like a spider making a web (yatha arnanabhih urnute). Give
me the intelligence (mayi manisarn dhehi) to understand how you do this (tad-visayam
tatha).

Verse Summary: How do you create, maintain and destroy the material world by your
energy, and how do you perform Your pastimes by manifesting Your spiritual form.



Theme-V Questions by Brahmaji (25-32)

12.9.29 ||
bhagavac-chiksitam aham
karavani hy atandritah |
nehamanah praja-sargam
badhyeyarh yad-anugrahat ||

Without lethargy (atandritah) may I carry out (aharm karavani)
instructions on how to worship you as given by you (bhagavat-
Siksitam), because by your mercy alone (yad-anugrahat) 1 will
not be bound by false ego (na badhyeyarn) when I carry out the
creation (thamanah praja-sargam).

Verse Summary: Please bestow Your mercy so that I may carry
out Your instructions without lethargy and pride.



I 4.20.13 ||
samah samanottama-madhyamadhamah
sukhe ca duhkhe ca jitendriyasayah
mayopaklptakhila-loka-samyuto
vidhatsva virakhila-loka-raksanam

O hero (vira)! Being equal in happiness and distress (samah
sukhe ca duhkhe ca), treating the high, middle and low living
entities  equally  (samana  uttama-madhyama-adhamah),
controlling mind and senses (jita-indriya-asayah), equipped with
(sarhyutah) all types ot persons supplied by me (maya-upaklpta-
akhila-loka), please engage in protecting all the people (vidhatsva
akhila-loka-raksanam).




Theme—V Questions by Brahmaji (25-32)

12.9.30 |
yavat sakha sakhyur ivesa te krtah
praja-visarge vibhajami bho janam |
aviklavas te parikarmani sthito
ma me samunnaddha-mado ’ja-maninah ||

[ have been treated by you as a friend treats a friend (sakha sakhyuh iva te
krtah). O Lord (isa)! As long as my tenure lasts (yavat parikarmani sthito),
without lethargy (aviklavah), being situated in your service, I will create
various types of living entities (vibhajami janam) in the matter of carrying
out creation (praja-visarge). May I not be overcome (ma me) by excessive
pride in this endeavor (samunnaddha-madah) thinking that I am the
independent creator (aja-maninah).

Verse Summary: | have been treated by You as a friend. Please ensure that as
long as my tenure lasts I carry out the creation without being atfected by
lethargy and pride.



Theme-V Questions by Brahmaji (25-32)

12.9.31
$ri-bhagavan uvaca—
jianam parama-guhyam me
yad vijiiana-samanvitam |
sa-rahasyam tad-angam ca
grhana gaditam maya ||

The Lord said: Please understand (grhana) the most secret knowledge ot my
form (jiianarn parama-guhyarn me), along with realization of that form (yad
vijiana-samanvitam), and also understand about prema-bhakti (sa-
rahasyam) and sadhana-bhakti (tad-angar ca) which will be spoken by me
(gaditarmn maya).

Verse Summary: 1 will speak to you about 1) Most secret knowledge of My
form 2) Realization of that form 3) Prema bhakti 4) Sadhana Bhakti



Theme-V Questions by Brahmaji (25-32)

12.9.32 ||
yavan aham yatha-bhavo
yad-riipa-guna-karmakah |
tathaiva tattva-vijianam
astu te mad-anugrahat ||

By my mercy (mad-anugrahat), may you attain (astu te) perfect
realization (tattva-vijianam) of whatever (tathaiva) dimensions
(yavan), intentions (yatha-bhavo), forms, qualities and pastimes
(yad-rupa-guna-karmakah) I manifest (aharm).

Verse Summary: By My mercy, you will attain pertect realization
of the dimensions of my forms, My intentions, qualities and
pastimes.



Theme—VI Lord speaks Catuh Sloki Bhagavatam (33-38)
Catuh Sloki-1 — About the material and spiritual forms of the Lord

12.9.33]|
aham evasam evagre
nanyad yat sad-asat-param |
pascad aham yad etac ca
yo ’vasisyeta so ’smy aham ||

[ alone (aham eva), who am non-different from (na anyad) that which is
superior to all cause and effect (yat sad-asat-param), existed (asam)
previous to creation of the universe (agre). I alone exist (aharm) as the
universe (yad etat) after the creation of the universe (pascad), and I alone
remain at the destruction (yah avasisyeta sah asmy aham).

Verse Summary: The Lord alone existed previous to creation of the universe
as the Lord of the spiritual world, after creation He alone exists as the
material universe, as the supersoul and as His various avataras, and during
destruction also He alone exists as the Lord of Vaikuntha.



Sruti Proofs — aham eva asam eva agre

vasudevo va idam agra asin na brahma na ca sankarah

puruso ha vai narayanah

eko ha vai narayana asit

puruso ha vai narayano ’kamayata | atha narayanad ajo ’jayata, yatah
sarvani bhutani

5. eko narayana asin na brahma nesanah

b A

SB -3.5.23
bhagavan eka asedam
agra atmatmanam vibhuh

atmecchanugatav atma
nana-maty-upalaksanah

Bhagavan, who exists in the form of Paramatma and brahman according to
the viewpoint, alone existed before the creation of the universe, when the
desire to create bodies of the jivas was absent.



His Dhama also existed — 2.8.10

sa capl yatra puruso
visva-sthity-udbhavapyayah |
muktvatma-mayarh mayesah
Sete sarva-guhasayah ||

Please describe (implied) where (yatra) this purusa (sah
purusah), the creator, maintainer and destroyer of the universe
(visva-sthity-udbhava-apyayah), the Lord of maya (mayesah),
dwelling within all beings (sarva-guhasayah), but untouched by
his maya (muktva atma-mayam), lies down (Sete).



His Devotees also existed — Skandha Purana

na cyavante hi mad-bhakta
mahatyar pralayapadi |
ato ’cyuto ’khile loke
sa ekah sarvago ’vyayah ||

My devotees do not perish even at the time of universal
destruction. The Lord alone is indestructible and all-pervading in
all planets.



Theme—VI Lord speaks Catuh Sloki Bhagavatam (33-38)
Catuh Sloki 2 — About Lord’s Yoga maya and Maha maya

I12.9.34 ||
rte 'rthar yat pratiyeta
na pratiyeta catmani |
tad vidyad atmano mayam
yathabhaso yatha tamabh ||

One should understand my maya (tad vidyad atmano mayam) by whose power (yat) real
objects are perceived through vidya (artharn pratiyeta) and false objects are perceived
through avidya (na artham pratiyeta), in relation to the self (rte atmani), just as light reveals
objects and darkness hides them (yatha abhaso yatha tamah).

One should understand my yoga-maya (tad vidyad atmano mayar) by whose power (yat)
some objects are revealed (artham pratiyeta ) and some objects hidden (na pratiyeta) from
the person who has realized the Lord (rte atmani), just as light reveals objects and darkness
hides them (yathabhaso yatha tamah).

Verse Summary: Maha maya is that potency by whose power real objects are sometimes
perceived and sometimes not perceived through vidya and avidya potencies. Yoga maya is
that potency by whose power objects are perceived and not perceived by persons who have
realized the Lord.



Avidya Potency of Maha-Maya

na artham pratiyeta — Perception of non- Makes the person
Apprehension of non- existent items like identify with body,
real objects scorpion or thief in mind, intelligence,
(Viksepatmika sakti)  darkness, leading to  senses etc. and with
fear the related maladies
artham na pratiyeta — Non-perception of Doesn't allow the
Non-apprehension of existent items like person to perceive
real objects ditch at night, leading Dbliss and knowledge

(Avaranatmika Sakti) to accident of the soul



Vidya Potency of Maha-Maya

na artham na
pratiyeta — Non-
apprehension of non-
real objects

artham pratiyeta —
Apprehension of real
objects

Non-perception of
non-existent items
like scorpion or thief
In light

Perception of existent
items like ditch at day,
avoiding accident

Makes the person not
to identify with body,
mind, intelligence,
senses etc. and with
the related maladies

Allows the person to
perceive bliss and
knowledge of the soul



Examples of actions of Yoga Maya

Pastime: Yasoda’s perception and subsequent non-perception of
material universe in Krsna’s mouth

Spiritual Purpose: To show that Yasoda’s love could not be
restricted by a show of Krsna’s power

What Happened: Yoga-maya revealed the material universe
within Krsna’s stomach while simultaneously revealing the
spiritual forms of Gokula, Yasoda and Krsna.

Bewildered by yoga-maya, Yasoda perceived that directly, and
after a moment did not perceive it, since yoga-maya covered that
realization.



Examples of actions of Yoga Maya

Pastime: Arjuna’s perception and subsequent non-perception of
Universal form

Spiritual Purpose: To show how prema is restricted by realization of
power

What Happened: Arjuna realized the universal form and the form ot
Paramatma when it was revealed by yoga-maya. Because of the
covering of yoga-maya, he did not experience the svartipa of Krsna
which was still present.

At other times he did not experience either the universal form or
Paramatma, which was covered by yoga-maya, but experienced Krsna’s
two armed form.

At one time one form of the Lord was revealed, while another was
covered.



BG 11.41-42

sakheti matva prasabham yad uktam
he krsna he yadava he sakheti
ajanata mahimanarn tavedarn
maya pramadat pranayena vapi

yac cavahasartham asat-krto 'si
vihara-sayyasana-bhojanesu
eko 'tha vapy acyuta tat-samaksam
tat ksamaye tvam aham aprameyam

[ beg pardon from You (tat ksamaye tvam), not knowing this greatness of Yours
(tava idarm mahimanarn ajanata), and through want of consideration or through
atfection (maya pramadat pranayena vapi), looking upon You, the immeasurable
(aprameyam), as a friend (sakheti matva), for whatever 1 have said rudely
(prasabham yad uktarm), such as addressing You “O Krsna, O Yadava, O friend”
(he krsna he yadava he sakheti), and for whatever disrespect I have shown to You
(yad asat-krto 'si) in fun (avahasa artham), while playing, lying, sitting together
or dining (vihara-sayya-asana-bhojanesu), whether alone or in the company of
others (eko atha va tat-samaksam).



Examples of actions of Yoga Maya
Pastime: Brahma Vimohan Lila

Spiritual Purpose: To destroy Brahma’s thinking that he was the
controller

What Happened: Yoga-maya, by showing sweetness and power,
made the real calves and cowherd boys invisible and showed
calves and boys who were Krsna himself, and then made those
forms invisible and showed torms of Visnu with four arms.

Then yoga-maya made those Visnu forms disappear and showed
the form of Krsna.

Brahma was bewildered by these acts of yoga-maya.



Examples of actions of Yoga Maya

Pastime: Damodar Lila

Spiritual Purpose: a) To show the inconceivable nature of his form, being
both limited and unlimited by its very nature.
b) To show that he is brought under control by the efforts of pure service

What Happened: Yasoda wanted to bind Krsna, and at the same time, Krsna
did not want to be bound up.

Simultaneously covering his power, yoga-maya allowed Yasoda to tie a string
of bells around his waist, but displaying his power, did not allow her to tie a
rope around his waist. The rope was always two fingers too short.

Yasoda, bewildered by yoga-maya, which made it impossible for her to bind
Krsna according to his wish, experienced great astonishment for a moment.

This power was then covered by yoga-maya by Krsna’s consent, in order to
fulfill Yasoda’s desire. Then she bound up Krsna.



Examples of actions of Yoga Maya

Pastime: Krishna simultaneously appearing at 2 places
Spiritual Purpose: To tultill invitations of both parties
What Happened: Krsna simultaneously manifested his form to
Srutadev and Bahulasva, and to Rukmini and Satyabhama in their

houses.

By yoga-maya He could perform His pastimes in each place by
hiding the other form and revealing one form to each party.



Theme—VI Lord speaks Catuh Sloki Bhagavatam (33-38)

12.9.35|
yatha mahanti bhatani
bhiitesticcavacesv anu |
pravistany apravistani
tatha tesu na tesv aham ||

Just as the elements (yatha mahanti bhtitani) enter (anu pravistany) into all
beings (bhuitesu ucca avacesu) and also remain separate (apravistani), I
(tatha aham) enter into all beings and remain separate when I perform my
pastimes (tesu na tesv). In pastimes related to the material world I remain
detached and in pastimes related to devotees, I am attached.

Verse Summary: The Lord is detached in relationship with the activities of
maha maya and is very much attached in relationship with the activities ot
yoga maya.



Theme—VI Lord speaks Catuh Sloki Bhagavatam (33-38)

12.9.36 ||
etavad eva jijiasyam
tattva-jijiasunatmanah |
anvaya-vyatirekabhyam
yat syat sarvatra sarvada ||

The person desiring to know the best sidhana and the goal of that sadhana (tattva-
jijiasuna atmanah) must learn by surrender to guru (jijiasyarn) about this truth
(etavad eva) which is determined as the best by obtaining positive results through
performance (anvaya) and by lack of results through non-performance
(vyatirekabhyam), and by performance at all times and all places (yat syat sarvatra
sarvada).

The person desiring the highest truth (tattva-jijhasuna atmanah) must experience
rasa (jijhasyarn), which produces bliss (etavad eva) through meeting and separation
(anvaya-vyatirekabhyam) and continues in all places eternally (yat syat sarvatra
sarvada).

Verse Summary: Only by practice of Bhakti can you overcome lethargy and pride.



Anvaya Vyatirekhabyam
11.5.17 ||

tyaktva sva-dharmarn caranambujam harer
bhajann apakvo ’tha patet tato yadi
yatra kva vabhadram abhiid amusya kim
ko vartha apto 'bhajatar sva-dharmatah

If someone gives up his occupational duties and works in Krsna
consciousness and then falls down on account of not completing his work,
what loss is there on his part? And what can one gain if one performs his
material activities perfectly?

* Bhakti tulfills Anvaya Criteria and Vyatirekha criteria

* Varnasrama fails Anvaya criteria and Vyatirekha criteria



Anvaya Vyatirekhabyam
1 10.14.4 ||

Sreyah-srtirh bhaktim udasya te vibho
kliSyanti ye kevala-bodha-labdhaye
tesam asau klesala eva Sisyate
nanyad yatha sthiila-tusavaghatinam

My dear Lord, devotional service unto you is the best path for self-
realization. If someone gives up that path and engages in the cultivation of
speculative knowledge, he will simply undergo a troublesome process and
will not achieve his desired result. As a person who beats an empty husk of
wheat cannot get grain, one who simply speculates cannot achieve selt-
realization. His only gain is trouble.

* Bhakti tulfills Anvaya Criteria and Vyatirekha criteria

* Jnana fails Anvaya criteria



Anvaya Vyatirekhabyam
1 10.14.5 ||

pureha bhiiman bahavo ’pi yoginas

tvad-arpiteha nija-karma-labdhaya

vibudhya bhaktyaiva kathopanitaya

prapedire 'fjo ‘cyuta te gatirh param

O almighty Lord, in the past many yogis in this world achieved the platform
of devotional service by oftering all their endeavors unto you and faithtully
carrying out their prescribed duties. Through such devotional service,
perfected by the processes of hearing and chanting about you, they came to
understand you, O infallible one, and could easily surrender to you and
achieve your supreme abode.

* Bhakti fulfills Anvaya Criteria



Anvaya Vyatirekhabyam
111.20.32-33 ||

yat karmabhir yat tapasa jhana-vairagyatas ca yat
yogena dana-dharmena Sreyobhir itarair api

sarvam mad-bhakti-yogena mad-bhakto labhate 'fijasa
svargapavargam mad-dhama kathancid yadi vanchati

Everything that can be achieved by fruitive activities, penance, knowledge,
detachment, mystic yoga, charity, religious duties and all other means of
perfecting life is easily achieved by my devotee through loving service unto
me. If somehow or other my devotee desires promotion to heaven, liberation,
or residence in my abode, he easily achieves such benedictions.

* Bhakti fulfills Anvaya Criteria

* Karma, Jnana, Vairagya, Yoga, Dana, Dharma etc. fail Vyatirekha criteria



Anvaya Vyatirekhabyam
| Moksa Dharma ||
ya vai sadhana-sampattih
purusartha-catustaye |
taya vina tad apnoti

naro narayanasrayah

A wealth of sadhana brings about the four human goals. Without that,
however, a man who surrenders to the Lord attains all of that.

* Bhakti tulfills Anvaya Criteria

* All the other sadhana fail Vyatirekha criteria



Anvaya Vyatirekhabyam
12.3.10Il

akamah sarva-kamo va
moksa-kama udara-dhih |

tivrena bhakti-yogena

yajeta purusam param

The person desiring destruction of all desires, the person with all desires,
even the person with the intense desire for liberation, if he has good
intelligence, will worship the Supreme Lord with pure bhakti.

* Bhakti tulfills Anvaya Criteria

 All the other sadhanas fail Vyatirekha criteria



Anvaya Vyatirekhabyam
I 11.5.2-3]|

mukha-bahturu-padebhyah purusasyasramaih saha
catvaro jajiiire varna gunair vipradayah prthak

ya esam purusarn saksad atma-prabhavam isvaram
na bhajanty avajananti sthanad bhrastah patanty adhah

Each of the four social orders, headed by the brahmanas, was born through
different combinations of the modes of nature, from the face, arms, thighs
and feet of the Supreme Lord in his universal form, along with the asramas.
If any of the members of the four varnas and four asramas fail to worship or
disrespect the Lord, who is the source of their own creation, they will fall
down from their asrama.

* Bhakti tulfills Vyatirekha Criteria

* Varnasrama fails Anvaya criteria



Anvaya Vyatirekhabyam

Il 2.4.18]|

tapasvino dana-para yasasvino
manasvino mantra-vidah sumangalah
ksemam na vindanti vina yad-arpanam
tasmai subhadra-Sravase namo namah

[ offer continual respects to the Lord full of auspicious qualities. Without
worshipping him, the jaanis, karmis, specialized karmis, yogis, scholars of
the Vedas and followers of proper conduct cannot attain any benetit.

* Bhakti tultills Vyatirekha Criteria

* Varnasrama fails Anvaya criteria



Sarvatra Sarvada
Source Unknown

na desa-niyamas tatra
na kala-nirnayas tatha |
nocchistadau nisedho’sti
Sri-harer namni lubdhake ||

In chanting the name of the Lord, there are no restrictions
concerning place or time, or restrictions on performance because
of impurity.



Sarvatra Sarvada

12.2.36 ||

tasmat sarvatmana rajan

harih sarvatra sarvada |

Srotavyah kirtitavyas ca
smartavyo bhagavan nrnam ||

O King (rajan)! Therefore (tasmat), at all times (sarvada) and all
places without restriction (sarvatra) men (nrnam) should hear
about, glority and remember (Srotavyah Kkirtitavyas ca
smartavyah) the Supreme Lord (bhagavan harih) with full
concentration of mind (sarvatmana).



Sarvatra Sarvada
] 2.4.18 ||

kirata-htinandhra-pulinda-pulkasa
abhira-Sumbha yavanah khasadayah |
ye ‘nye ca papa yad-apasrayasrayah
Sudhyanti tasmai prabhavisnave namah ||

I offer respects to the Lord of inconceivable power (tasmai prabhavisnave
namah). The Kiratas, Huanas, Andhras, Pulindas, Pulkasas (kirata huna
andhra pulinda pulkasa), Abhiras, Sumbhas, Yavanas, Khasas (abhira
Sumbha yavanah khasa adayah) and others of low birth, and those sinful by
actions (ye anye ca papa), by taking shelter of the devotees who take shelter
of the powerful Lord (yad-apasraya asrayah), become purified of their
prarabdha-karmas (Sudhyanti).



Sarvatra Sarvada
Nrsimha Purana

yatha yatha harer nama
kirtayanti ca narakah |
tatha tatha harau bhaktim
udvahanto divam yayuh

When those in hell chant the name of the Lord they develop
bhakti to the Lord and go to the spiritual world.



Theme—VI Lord speaks Catuh Sloki Bhagavatam (33-38)

12.9.37 ||
etan matarm samatistha
paramena samadhina |
bhavan kalpa-vikalpesu
na vimuhyati karhicit ||

Follow my instructions in detail (etad matarm samatistha), with
extreme concentration (paramena samadhina). You will not be
bewildered at any time (bhavan na vimuhyati karhicit) during
your lifetime (kalpa) and its subdivisions (vikalpesu).

Verse Summary: Follow these instructions with extreme
concentration. Then you will never be bewildered.



Theme-VI Lord speaks Catuh Sloki Bhagavatam (33-38)

12.9.38 |
$ri-Suka uvaca
sampradisyaivam ajano
jananarm paramesthinam |
pasyatas tasya tad riapam
atmano nyarunad dharih ||

Suka said: The Lord (harih) who is beyond the material world
(ajanah), having instructed (evam sampradisya) Brahma, the
creator of the progeny (jananam paramesthinam), then made his
form disappear (tad atmano rapam nyarunad) while Brahma
watched (pasyatah).

Verse Summary: After thus instructing Brahma, the Lord
disappeared.



Theme—-VII Catuh Sloki Bhagavatam further expanded in Parampara (39-
46)

12.9.39 ||
antarhitendriyarthaya
haraye vihitanjalih |
sarva-bhiitamayo visvam
sasarjedam sa purvavat

Brahma folded his hands in respect (vihitanjalih) to the Lord (haraye)
whose qualities are the object of the devotees’ senses (indriya arthaya), and
who had disappeared (antarhita). Brahma, the total of all living beings (sah
sarva-bhtitamayah), then created this universe (idam visvarh sasarja) as he
had done in the previous kalpa (purvavat).

Verse Summary: Brahma then offered respects to the Lord who had

disappeared. He then created the universe as he had done in the previous
kalpa.



Theme-VII Catuh Sloki Bhagavatam further expanded in
Parampara (39-46)

12.9.40 ||
prajapatir dharma-patir
ekada niyaman yaman |
bhadram prajanam anvicchann
atisthat svartha-kamyaya ||

Once (ekada), Brahma, lord of dharma (prajapatir dharma-
patir), desiring the benefit of the progeny (prajanam bhadram
anvicchann), followed rules and regulations (niyaman yaman
atisthat) to tulfill his desire (svartha-kamyaya).

Verse Summary: Once Brahma, desiring the benefit of his
progeny, followed rules and regulations to tulfill his desire.



Theme—-VII Catuh Sloki Bhagavatam further expanded in Parampara (39-46)

12.9.41-42 ||
tarh naradah priyatamo
rikthadanam anuvratah |
susrasamanah Silena
prasrayena damena ca ||

mayarh vividisan visnor

mayesasya maha-munih |
maha-bhagavato rajan
pitaram paryatosayat ||

Narada (naradah), the dearest to Brahma among all his sons (tam rikthadanam
priyatam), was devoted to his father (anuvratah), and obedient (Susriisamanah).
O King (rajan)! This great devotee (maha-bhagavatah), this great sage (maha-
munih), desiring to understand the maya of Visnu (visnoh mayam vividisan), the
master of maya (mayesasya), satistied his father (pitaram paryatosayat) by his
proper conduct (Silena), respect (prasrayena) and sense control (damena ca).

Verse Summary: Narada was devoted to his father, and obedient. With a desire to
understand Visnu maya he satistied his father by proper conduct, respect and
sense control



Theme-VII Catuh Sloki Bhagavatam further expanded in
Parampara (39-46)

12.9.43 ||
tustam nisamya pitaram
lokanam prapitamaham |
devarsih paripapraccha
bhavan yan manuprcchati ||

Seeing (nisamya) that his father (pitaram), the great-grandfather
of the worlds (lokanarm prapitamaham), was satistied (tustam),
Narada asked him (devarsih paripapraccha) what you have
asked me (yad bhavan mam anuprcchati).

Verse Summary: Seeing that Brahma was satistied Narada asked
him what you have asked me.



Theme—VII Catuh Sloki Bhagavatam further expanded in
Parampara (39-46)

12.9.44 ||
tasma idam bhagavatam
puranam dasa-laksanam |
proktam bhagavata praha
pritah putraya bhuata-krt ||

Brahma (bhuta-krt), atfectionate to Narada (putraya pritah),
then spoke to his son (praha) the Bhagavata Purana (idam
bhagavatarn puranam) which was endowed with ten
characteristics (dasa-laksanam) and which was spoken by the
Lord in four verses (bhagavata proktam).

Verse Summary: Brahma spoke this to Narada Muni.



Theme-VII Catuh Sloki Bhagavatam further expanded in
Parampara (39-46)

12.9.45 ||
naradah praha munaye
sarasvatyas tate nrpa |

dhyayate brahma paramarm
vyasayamita-tejase ||

O King (nrpa)! Narada spoke (naradah praha) this to the sage
Vyasa of unlimited powers (vyasaya amita-tejase), who was
meditating on the supreme brahman (dhyayate brahma
paramam) on the bank of the Sarasvati River (sarasvatyah tate).

Verse Summary: Narada spoke this to Vyasadev.



Theme—VII Catuh Sloki Bhagavatam further expanded in
Parampara (39-46)

1 2.9.46 ||
yad utaham tvaya prsto
vairajat purusad idam |
yathasit tad upakhyaste
prasnan anyams ca krtsnasah ||

[ will explain (aham upakhyaste) what you asked me (yad tvaya
prsto) concerning how this universe arose (idam yatha asit)
from the universal form (vairajat) and will answer all the other
questions as well(prasnan anyams ca krtsnasah) .

Verse Summary: [ will answer what you asked regarding the
creation of universe and other questions.



