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Canto Ten — Chapter Three

The Birth of Lord Krsna



Section — VI

Lord Krsna speaks to

Vasudeva and Devaki (32-45)
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I have shown you this form of Visnu (“n ‘1) Just

to remind you of My previous births (prag-janma-smaranaya me

Otherwise (anyatha), if 1 appeared like an ordimasy human ch]ld

(martya-lingena_jayate), you would not believe that the Supreme
Personality of Godhead Visnu_has indeed appeared (na mad-bhgvam
jianam).
A

“I have appeared in a four-armed Visnu form because you would not
recognize Me as God if 1 appeared in My complete original two armed

human-like form.”
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* cintayantau krta-snehau

yasyethe mad-gatirh param

Both of you, husband and wile (yuvam), constantly think of Me (mam

ca asakrt) as your son (putra-bhavena), but always know that I am the
Supreme Personality of Godhead (brahma-bhavena). By _thus thinking

of_Me constantly with _love and affection (kita-snehau), you will

achieve (yasyethe) the highest perfection: returning home, back to

Godhead (mad-gatirh param).




In the scriptures describing worship of Krsna through
mantras, Vasudeva is mentioned as the father of Krsna.

This shows without doubt that Vasudeva is eternally in the
position ot Krsna’s tather.
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But in order to increase {heir bliss by promising perfection of

their sadhana in this birth, their status as Krsna’s eternal
associates (nitya-siddha parikaras) is hidden in this verse.




“By thinking of Me you will attain Me.”
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The actual meaning of the verse however is:

“I will now go to My most excellent eternal abode of Gokula.

After eleven years, | will return to Mathura and you will meet Me
at that time.

But now I will be separated from you.”




Vasudeva exchanges his son
with the daughter of Yashoda
in Gokul (46-53)
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Sukadeva Gosvami said: After thus instructing His father and mother
(ity_uktva), the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna (bhagavan
harih), remained silent (tasnith asid). In their presence (pitroh
sampasyatoh), by His internal energy (atma-mayvava), He then
transformed Himself into a small human child (sadyo prakrtah sisuh
babhtiva). [In_ other words, He transformed Himself into His or1g1a1
form: Krsnas tu bhagavam svayam [SB 1.3.28].




atma mayaya: own spiritual energy;

According to the Maha Samhita, atma mayaya means “by
one’s own free will.”

babhtl va prakrtah $isuh: became an ordinary human being;

means that Krsna manifested His eternally perfect, spiritual
form as a baby, but not a material baby.




Prakrtah means prakrti, svariipa and svabhava (eternal form
and personality).

Noduvally
In referring to great souls on earth, they are called prakrti-

siddha.
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Thus the word prakrtah here means svarupa or svabhava.




[t cannot mean material in this context because there are

statements like the follewing from the Srimad Bhagavatam (10.
9.13-14) which contradict this:

na cantar na bahir yasya

na purvam napi caparam

purvaparari bahi$ cantar
jagato yo jagac ca yah

tam matvatmajam avyaktam
martya-lingam adhoksajam
goplkolukhale damna




“The Supreme Personality of Godhead has no beginning and
no end, no exterior and no interior, no front and no rear. In
other words, He is all-pervading. Because He is not under the
influence of the element of time, for Him there is no
difference between past, present and future; He exists in His
own transcendental form at all times. Being absolute, beyond
relativity. He is free from distinctions hetween canse and
ettect, although He is the cause and effect of everything. That
unmanifested person, who is beyond the perception of the
senses, had now appeared as a@an cPild, and_mather
Yasoda, considering Him her own ordinary child, bound Him

to the wooden mortar with a rope.”




In this statement it is clear that He who mother Yasoda bound
{1'13 was like an ordinary material child (prakrta siSuh), but
actually He was not prakrta, He was aprakrta, completely
spiritual.

Therefore the Lord showed His original spiritual form as a
human-like baby.
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¥ sutamh samadaya sa sutika-grhat

L yada bahir gantum iyesa tarhy aja
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4 ya yogamayajani nanda-jayaya

Ther r (tatah), exactly when Vasudeva (yada saurih),
being inspired by the Supreme Personality of Godhead
(bhagavat-pracoditah), was about to take the newborn child
(sutam samadaya bahir gaptum iyesa) from the delivery room
(sutika-grhat), Yogamaya (@ yogamaya), the Lord's
spiritual energy (aja), tQok birth as the daughtereithe wile of

Maharaja Nanda (nanda-jayaya ajani).




Vasudeva was instructed by Lord Sri Krsna, “If you are afraid,
then take Me to Gokula and bring the child of Yasoda,
Yogamaya, back here.”

After being instructed  Vasudeva saw that his chains

automatically loosened.
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When Vasudeva was about to leave the prison, Yogamaya
took birth in Gokula as the daughter ot Yasoda.




The Hari-vamsa says that in the eighth month of pregnancy,
betore full term, @ an ck ave birth at the same time

to their children.

But the Bhagavatam states that @ gave birth after

————
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How to correlate these contradictory statements?

Exactly when Devaki gave birth to Krsna in Mathura, Yasoda also
gave birth to Krsna in Gokula.




Aﬁer that, as described in this verse, Yasoda gave birth to
Yogamaya.

Thus two children appeared from Yasoda at different times.

This is contirmed in Srimad Bhagavatam (10.4.9), which
describes Yogamaya as anuja, the younger sister of Krsna.




But when Krsna appeared from Yasoda it is not stated that He
had four hands.

Therefore, it is understood that Krsna appeared from Yasoda
with two hands because she worshiped Krsna without
understanding His Godhood.

But Vasudeva and Devaki worshiped their son as Visnu.
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K dvaras ca sarvah pihita duratyaya

dvah-sthesu pauresv api $ayitesv atha

brhat-kapatayasa-kila-Srnkhalaih

tah krsna-vahe vasudeva agate

svayam vyavaryanta yvatha tamo raveh

vavarsa parjanya upamsu-garjitah

Seso 'mvagad vari nivarayan phanaih




By the influence of Yogamaya (taya), all the doorkeepers fell

fast_asleep (dvah-sthesu sayitesv), their senses unable to
work ~ (hrta-pratyaya-sarva-vritisu), and the other
inhabitants of the house also fell deeply asleep (pauresv api
sayitesv atha). Just_as_the rising sun dissipates darkness
automatically (yatha tamo raveh), when Vasudeva appeared
(krsna-vahe vasudeva a_gaLhﬁe closed doors (dvaras ca
sarvah pihita duratyaya), which were strongly pinned with
iron and locked with iron chains (brhat-kapatayasa-kild-
srnkhalaih), opened automatically (svmm_mxaxm_t_a).
Since the clouds in the sky were mildly thundering and
showering (Lavarsa parjanya @Pamsu garuta@ Ananta-
naga, an expansion of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
followed Vasudeva (4eso anvagad), beginning from Tﬁe
door, with hoods expanded to protect Vasudeva and the
transcendental child (vari nivarayan phanaih).




Through hel;ex.paﬂsign,_Yogamava covered thPmL]_Qd_ge

gathering senses of the doorkeepers so they fell into deep
sleep.

svayam vyavaryanta: automatically opened wide;

The doors were insurmountable being made of thick panels,
huge bolts and chains.

Bq—t they (lpened bYMPQ just like the sun drivingaway
darkness, .




upamsu; mildly resound; The clouds began to rumble softly.

—————— S

Sesa, an expansion of Lord Balarama, spread His hood like an
umbrella.

Brahmanada Purana says:

——

Sayyasana paridhana paduka, chatra, camaraih kim nabhus tasya
krsnasya murtibhedais ca murtisu

“Whene ver Jord Sri Krsna takes different forms Iord Balarama’s
expansmn Sesa serves Krsna as His bed, seat, shoes, umbrella and
camara.’
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Because of constant rain sent by the demigod Indra (fia oni\ varsaty

asakrd), the River Yamuna was filled with deep water (yamanuja

gambhira-toyaugha), foaming about—wr—trercety—sazhirling waves
(bhayanakavarta-satakula javormisphenild). Bu_];_a.s_];h.&_g.te.a-t—l-nd.l.a

———

Ocean bhad formerly given way to [ ord Ramacandra by allowing Him
to _constrict a bridge (@ndhuk (va)Eriyah pateh), the River Yawmuna
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gave way to Vasudeva g3 0d allowed—Bim 10 cross (nadi margam

dadaw).




The River Yamuna was filled with deep water (toyaughah),
but she gave way to Vasudeva just as the great Indian
Ocean did Tor Lord Rama (Sriyah pateh).
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sutam upadaya punar grhan agat

When Vasudeva reached the house of Nanda Maharaja (nanda-
viajamGaurirXipetyd), he saw (upalabhya) that all the cowherd men
were faSt asleep tan 20 Dal @@) Thus he placed hlS

own son on the bed ol Yasoda (eutad (@soda-sayand ¢
picked up her daughter, an expansion of Yogamaya (tat-suta_m

upadaya), and_then returned to his residence, the prison house of
Kamsa (punar grhan agat).




Taking Yasoda’s daughter, Vasudeva returned to the prison.

From the mundane point of view it appears unjustified that

Vasudeva, who was supposed to be following the highest
principles, condoned the sacrifice of another’s child to protect
his own.

Vasudeva cannot be accused of callousness, however, because
his normal sense of discrimination was covered by his paternal

love (vatsalya-prema) for Lord Krsna who had appeared as his

SOI1.
——
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pratimucya pador loham

aste purvavad avrtah
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Vasudeva placed the female child (vasudevo atha darikam nyasya)
on the bed of Devaki (devakyah sayane), bound his legs with the

iron_shackles (pratimucya pador loham avrtah), and thus remained
there as before (aste purvavad).

pratimucya: bind again; Vasudeva placed the chains back on his feet
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W2 jatarn param abudhyata

na tal-lingam parisranta

nidrayapagata-smrtih
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Exhausted by the labor of childbirth (parisranta), Yasoda (yasoda

nanda-patni ca) was_overwhelmed with sleg:_p (nidraya apagata-
smrtih) and unable to understand (na abudhyata) what kind of
child had been born to her (jatarn param tal-lingar).

-



pariSranta: heavy labor;

Because of the labor of childbirth Yasoda only knew thatshe
had given birth, but she did not know whether her offspring
was a boy or girl.

After the birth, Yasoda got relief from the labor pains, fell
asleep and forgot everything.




ca: also;

The word ca also means “everything.”

CEE—

Taking this meaning then, Yasoda, like Devaki, clearly
understood that her offspring was param, the all-attractive
Supreme Person.

By tasting Krsna’s sweetness Yasoda understood that He was
the Supreme.




Yasoda realized Krsna’s true nature through the potency given
by the Lord.

Unlike Dewaki, Yasada did not know that Krsna was the
Supreme Lord because of His specific bodily features such as
four arms, Kaustubha jewel and cakra.
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The fact that Krsna was also born to Yasoda is not very well

known.




Because Yasoda and Devaki were friends, Yasoda gave her

fame to Devaki and_allowed Devaki to become famous as the
mother of Krsna.

The name Yasoda means to give (dadati) fame (yasSo).

However, the name Devaki is_also another name of mother
Yasoda, as stated in the Brhad-visnu Purana:




dve namni nanda-bharyava
yaSoda devakiti ca
atah sakhyam abhut tasya
devakya Sauri-jayaya

“The wite of Nanda had two names, YaSoda and also Devakl.

Therefore it was natural that she [the wife of Nanda] developed
friendship with Devakl, the wife of Sauri [Vasudeval.”

This is also in accordance with Vaisnava Tosani, Ananda
Vrndavana Campu and Brhad-bhagavatamrta.
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