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Canto Ten — Chapter Thirteen

Brahma Stealing the Boys and
Calves



Section — VII

Krishna Living as ditferent

personalities

(22-24)
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Thereafter (tatah) O Maharaja Pariksit (nrpa), as required according—to—the-
scheduled round_QfJ:I_i_p.asﬂm,e (yama-yamena), Krsna (madhavah) returned

in the evening, entered the house afeach of thecowherd-boys (sayarm g,t_ah)

and engaged exactly like the former boys, thus enlivening their mothers with
transcendental pleasure (sva-acaritaih praharsayan). The mothers took care of
the boys (sarnlalitah) hy massaging them with oil, bathing them, smearing their
bodies with sandalwood pulp (unmardana—ma]]a-lepana) decorating them with
ornaments, , chanting protective mantras. (alankara-raksa) decoratmg their

bodies with tilaka and giving them foad (tilaka a asanad,hh_lh)__ In this way, the

mothers served Krsna personally.

'O




According to the scheduled round (yama yamena) of His pastimes,

Krsna returned in the evening, and entered the house of each cowherd

boy.

The word Madhava refers to Krsna and His expansions as cowherd

boys.

The mothers took care of the boys by rrslassaging fragrant oil on their

bodies (unmardana), bathing them (majja), smearing their bodies with

sandalwood pulp, ornamenting them, chanting protective mantras,



G\zvi’;;@*”x@ 1 10.13.24 ||
Qr 4@*;;‘\:0,,1@,“9 gavas tato gostham upetya satvaram
£F & o ~8>\\’< hunkara-ghosaih parihiita-sangatan .

@‘& > &« svakan svakan vatsataran apa
y S o Sev S payayvan

A s % “muhur lihantyah sravad audhasar payah _
%’5’}? IO oo Forthe 20638y (L o R te\ D
Thereafter (tatah), all the cows entered their different sheds
(gavah gostham upetya satvaram) and began mooing loudly,
calling tor their respective calves (hunkara-ghosaih parihita-
sangatan). When the calves arrived, the mothers began licking
the calves' bodies again and again (svakan svakan vatsataran
muhur lihantyah) and profusely feeding them with the milk
tflowing ‘trogmLtheir milk bags (sravad audhasam payah

apayayan).




The bewilderment ot the cows was similar to that of the mothers. First

the cows entered their sheds and began mooing loudly to call for their

respective calves.

-

When the calves arrived, the mothers began continuously licking their

bodies and feeding them with-a-censtantHow-etanilk from their milk
bags.

This hints that their affection was more than before.



Section — VIII

Extraordinary change in the

Mood of Brijvasis

(25-27)
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Previously, from the very beginning, the gopis had maotherly
affection for Krsna (go-gopinarh asminn matrta asit). Indeed,

their atfection for Krsna exceeded even their affection for their
own sons (sneha rdhikarm vina). In displaying their affection,
they had thus distinguished between Krsna and their sons, but
now that distinction disappeared (purovad asv api hareh
tokata mayaya vina). T




From the very beginning, the gopis and cows has. more

motherly attection for Krsna than their own ott-spring.

—

But now that Krsna had become their sons and calves—their
love for their sons and calves hecame equal to what they

previously had for Krsna.

S—

—

Krsna’s atfection as a child toward the mothers was the same as
before, but from the commencement of the brahma-vimohana-
lila, Krsna became theirsoms im actuality (mayaya vina).




It may be objected that Krsna in the form of the cowherd hoys should
have had the same affection for their mothers as their actual sons,
since a previous verse stated that Krsna took up exactly the character,
dress, form and age as each cowherd boy.

Though Krsna is the supreme independent controller, and everyone
from Brahma to even His personal expansions is dependent on Him,
He is dependent on prema and controlled by prema.

Prema is not dependent on Him. Krsna cannot control or restrict
prema.




Sridhara Swami says, “This irregularity is difficult to prevent
in Krsna.” Such uncontrol a was in the hearts ot the
mothers towards Krsna in the form of their sons.

Thus Krsna in the form of their sons forgot His powers as
God.

Since He assumed the role of their sons, He remained
dependent on them, like acommander next to the King.




One should not say that such dependence on love is a fault;

rather it is Krsna’s ornament.

As the living entity’s dependence on maya is the cause of his

sorrow, so Krsna’s dependence on prema is the cause of ever-

increasing bliss.

el

This is the realization of the great devotees.
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Although the inhabitants of Vrajabhtimi, the cowherd men and
cowherd women (vrajaukasam), previously had more affection for
Krsna than for their own children, now, for one year (a_abdam), their

attection for their own sons (sva-tokesu sneha-vally) gradually and
continuously increased (anvaham $anair Vavrdhe) without limit
(nihsima), for Krsna had now become their sons. Every day they

found new inspiration for loving their children as much as they loved

Krsna (yatha krsne tv aparvavat).




Previously the Vrajavasis had more love for Krsna than
for their own children.

Now for one year the affection of the mothers for their

sons, who were actually Krsna, grew like a creeper more

and more.

~— A

B,

Their atfection for Krsna became every increasingly




Here, the word Krsna should be understood to be repeated

again, though it is mentioned only once in the verse.

Why did the mothers’ love for Krsna-inerease-even more?

Because Krsna is the amsi, the original possessor of all power
and beauty, and His expansions as the cowherd boys are amsa
in relation to His beauty and other qualities.




“As much as they had love for Krsna previously (yatha
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their love for their sons increased to that degree (sva

tokesu vavrdhe).

But their love for Krsna personally now increased even

more (krsne tu apurvavat vavidhe).



Or the sentence can read' “As much as their love &)r

thelr sons increased (yatha sva tokesu vavrdhe) —
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so their love tor Krsna increased even more (krsna tu
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In this interpretation the word Krsna does not need

repetition.
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In this way (ittham), Lord Sri J@ﬁ(sah Aitma), having
Himself become the cowherd bay¢and groups(of calves (VLtS_a-
pala-misena), maintained ©imselfy by (HimselP (atmana
atmanarh palayan). Thus He continued His pastimes (vatsapah
cikride), both in Vrndavana (vana-gosthayoh) and in the
forest, for one year (varsam). —




Thus Krsna Himselt (atma) became the cowherd boys

and calves (vatsa pala misena), and sustained Himselt by
Himself.

Thus Krsna continued His pastimes for one year, both in
the forest and in the fields.
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